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At last all the teams had their maps and
bags and were ready to start.
The Tricorn raised his head so that his
horn sparkled in the sunlight. ‘Let the
treasure hunt begin!’
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To Luca Misra, who is a real treasure
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Chapter
One

Exciting News!

‘Oh, wow!’ Willow stared at the new poster pinned on to the school notice board. The title was written in large purple letters:

WINTER TREASURE HUNT!

Willow read quickly:

A treasure hunt will take place this Saturday, starting at 10 a.m. All unicorns in the school may take part but they must be in teams of four. The clues will be hidden around Arcadia by the teachers. Each team will have six clues to solve that will lead them to six objects. The first team back with all their objects will win a term’s supply of shamrock! All teams wishing to take part must register with the chief elf by Friday.

Willow snorted in excitement. A treasure hunt! She couldn’t wait to tell her best friends, Sapphire, Storm and Troy. She was sure they would want to enter. We can be a team together, she thought. It’ll be such fun!

She set off across the Assembly Fields towards Moonlight Meadows where she had last seen her friends.

Willow and her friends were all in Year One at Unicorn School. All the unicorns who lived in Arcadia went to school when they were nine to learn how to use their magic powers. They stayed at school until they were fifteen and when they left, the cleverest and bravest unicorns were chosen to be the Guardians of Arcadia. It was the job of the Guardians to look after all the other creatures who lived there. Willow loved being at Unicorn School and she really hoped she would be a Guardian one day!

She cantered into Moonlight Meadows where all the unicorns ate and where they usually hung out between classes. The elves who worked at the school were clearing away lunch from four long tables. There were unicorns chatting, playing tag, grazing by the stream, flying through the air. Willow spotted her three friends near one of the oak trees.
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‘Hi, Willow!’ said Sapphire as Willow cantered over. ‘Where have you been?’

‘Looking at the school notice board. You’ll never guess what!’ Willow exclaimed.

‘What?’ Troy asked curiously. He was a very sporty-looking unicorn with a noble face and long golden horn.

‘There’s going to be a treasure hunt!’ Willow’s eyes sparkled. ‘Isn’t that cool? It’s on Saturday, for teams of four.’

‘We can be a team!’ said Storm. He was very big for his age but was very gentle and kind. ‘We can all go in it together.’
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‘I’ve heard about the school having treasure hunts,’ said Troy. ‘They organize them to help us learn about the different bits of Arcadia.’

‘Did the notice say what the prize is?’ Storm asked Willow.

‘A term’s supply of shamrock!’ Willow declared.

Her friends all whinnied excitedly. Shamrock was their favourite food. It had magic in its leaves and tasted sweet and tingly.

‘I hope we win!’ said Storm.

‘Me too, but even if we don’t, it should be great just taking part,’ Sapphire put in.

Storm and Willow nodded but Troy shook his head. ‘I don’t want just to take part, I want to win!’

Willow grinned at him. ‘You always want to win everything, Troy!’

‘That’s because winning’s fun,’ said Troy. ‘We’d better get practising.’

‘Practising?’ Storm echoed.

‘How can you practise for a treasure hunt?’ Sapphire asked in surprise.

‘Well, we can practise flying and galloping as fast as we can,’ said Troy. ‘And we can study old treasure hunt maps and practise solving the clues on them. And learn the maps of Arcadia. There’s loads of stuff we can do.’
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It all sounded a lot of work to Willow.

Just then one of the elves blew a note on a large shell.

‘We’d better go,’ Sapphire said. ‘Or we’ll be late for class.’

Willow followed the others across the meadows, excitement buzzing through her. This treasure hunt was going to be fun!


Chapter
Two

The Healing Lesson

଀Good afternoon, class,’ Sirona, the healing teacher, said as all the Year One unicorns gathered round her at the start of the lesson. ‘Today I am going to tell you about some of the magical creatures in Arcadia that you may one day need to heal if you become a Guardian, and then we will practise your own healing skills using some plants.’

Healing was one of Willow’s favourite subjects at school. But as Sirona talked about the different magical creatures that lived in Arcadia, Willow found herself daydreaming about the treasure hunt. How many other teams would enter? How difficult would the clues be? Whereabouts in Arcadia would they be sent? Willow hadn’t been to many places in Arcadia. She only really knew the meadows and woods where her parents lived and the school grounds. It would be so much fun to go exploring!

Suddenly she was aware that Sirona had just asked the class a question about kelpies – a type of pixie-like creature that lived in streams.

I’d better concentrate, Willow thought guiltily as she realized she couldn’t answer the question because she hadn’t been listening to what Sirona was saying.

But it was hard when the thoughts of the treasure hunt were whirling around in her brain and Willow was glad when Sirona stopped talking and they actually got to do some healing magic themselves.

Sirona gave them each a wilted plant. The flower head and leaves on each plant were all
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