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In the American
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CHAPTER 1
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A Marriage Is Arranged

IN PARIS, May 20, 1834, seventy-six-year-old Gilbert du Motier de Lafayette lay in bed, surrounded by his three worried children and their equally concerned spouses. He had been having difficulty fighting complications of a severe cold. He cast his eyes around the room. Then his labored breathing slowed and finally stopped. In his hands, he clutched a miniature. It was of his wife, Adrienne, who had died twenty-seven years earlier at the age of forty-eight, her premature death the result of a heroic sacrifice made on his behalf.

Lafayette was known as “The Hero of Two Worlds.” He held the gratitude and love of Americans for his help in their War of Independence, and he was venerated by French liberals for his ceaseless battle to liberate his countrymen from a venal nobility—a battle he waged despite being a noble himself. So, multitudes lined the cobblestone streets along the route of Lafayette’s funeral procession. The cortège included 3,000 members of the National Guard.

The coffin was borne to a cemetery, where it was buried beside his wife’s, in earth that he had brought from America. The cemetery, a churchyard at 35, rue de Picpus in a mixed commercial and residential district southeast of the center of Paris, is mentioned in the Michelin Green Guide to the French capital. The Lafayettes’ graves are not.

Today, the church complex is surrounded by a high stone wall and is identified only by its address. Ring the bell, and a buzzer will unlock the pedestrian door in a large wooden gate. Inside, there is a gravel courtyard enclosed by old buildings. A conciergerie is at the front right and the church at the rear. If asked, the concierge will unlock an iron gate to the left of the church. Through the gate, past the side of the church, and around to the right there is another wall with an iron gate. It opens to a section of old graves and tombs. Once inside this enclosure, you will see an American flag flying on a tall pole at the far corner. Only it and a simple, worn engraving mark the last resting place of a man who was once known as “The Hero of Two Worlds” and his wife, who was called “the joy of her family, the support of the poor, the consolation of the afflicted, the ornament of her country, and the honor of her sex.”

THE CHÂTEAU AT CHAVANIAC was a somber place, a run-down, stone structure dating back to feudal times. It stood on a hill at the edge of a small village in a sparsely populated region of dark pine forests in mountainous, provincial Auvergne, about 250 miles south of Paris. Interspersed with the forests were fields of rye and wheat. In spring and summer, they were worked by peasants barely removed from serfdom. In winter, snow blanketed everything, stopped all movement, and cut off communication with other seats of the nobility.

On September 6, 1757, a baby born up at the château was baptized Marie-Joseph-Paul-Yves-Roch-Gilbert du Motier. Gilbert, as his family called him (the French pronunciation is “zhillbear”), had a lineage on his father’s side that could be traced back to the eleventh century. He was in line to become the next Marquis de Lafayette,1 Baron of Reignac, Vissac, and St-Romain, Seigneur of St-Quihoet, Le Plessix, La Touche, and part of the counties of Ploeue, L’Isle Aval, and Veau Couronné. He was of the junior branch of a family that included two royal chamberlains and a maréchal (marshal) of France who had fought the English alongside Joan of Arc and had been a member of Charles VII’s grand council. There were also a bishop, two crusaders, and many who had served in the king’s army—a number having given their lives. Among the accomplished women in the line was Marie-Madeleine Pioche de la Vergne, Comtesse de la Fayette, the author of a trailblazing seventeenth-century novel, La Princesse de Clèves.

At the time of Gilbert’s birth, the Lafayettes were a land-poor family. Yet the baby had prospects. His father, who had been sent to Paris as a boy, had married Marie-Louise-Julie de La Rivière, heiress to the fortune of a Breton family with close connections at the court of the current king, Louis XV. The La Rivières were descendants of Louis IX.

In 1759, when Gilbert was not quite two, his father, a colonel of grenadiers (elite troops), was killed by a British cannonball at the battle of Minden in Germany. Gilbert succeeded to the family title and, later in life, was present at an ironic event. He wrote of it:

The Prince de Chimay, an intimate friend of my father’s, was killed at the head of the first battalion. My father was to succeed him. He took his place and was carried off by a cannonball, shot from an English battery. General [at that time, captain] Phillips was then the battery’s artillery officer. By a peculiar twist of fate, twenty-two years later [when Lafayette was leading a force in the American Revolution], two of our cannon were firing against the English headquarters at Petersburg on the Appomattox in Virginia, and a ball went through the house where General Phillips was sick. He died instantly.2

After the death of his father, Gilbert’s mother spent summers at Chavaniac and most of the rest of the year with the La Rivières at Luxembourg Palace in Paris. (At the time, it was a sort of apartment house for nobility—today it is the seat of the French Senate.) She made frequent appearances at Versailles to keep the Lafayette name before the royal court, which was located there. She left her son at Chavaniac in the charge of his widowed paternal grandmother, Marie-Catherine de Suat de Chavaniac. Madame de Chavaniac was head of the household, powerful, and as Lafayette would write later in life, “respected in all the province; people came to consult with her from twenty leagues.”3

Gilbert, an only child of pale complexion, gray-blue eyes, reddish hair, and aquiline nose, wandered the dim halls of the château. He gazed at the paintings of his heroic ancestors and vowed to win glory himself. He dreamed of leading an invasion of Britain to avenge his father’s death.

The boy was raised in a household of women. In addition to his grandmother, there were her two equally forceful daughters. One, Madeleine, had never married nor expressed any desire to do so. The other, Charlotte, had moved back with her mother after the death of her husband, the Baron de Montioloux. She had one child, a daughter, Louise-Jeanne, who was a year older than Gilbert. As the people of the surrounding countryside were peasants, Louise-Jeanne was essentially his only companion. Later, Lafayette wrote, “Never did a brother and sister love each other more tenderly than we.”4 She would marry the Marquis d’Abos and die in childbirth at the age of twenty.

The death of Louise-Jeanne d’Abos was one of two such tragedies that were to impact Lafayette’s life. His wife’s sister Clothilde would also die in childbirth at twenty-five.

When Gilbert was five, his education was placed in the hands of a Jesuit priest who suggested that intellect and principle were as important as bravery in battle. Two years later, the king expelled the Jesuits from France. The Abbé Fayon took charge of the young marquis’s education, which was mainly mathematics and proper French. Fayon held beliefs that were more typical of the period: among others, that Voltaire’s liberal philosophy was blasphemous and that blacks were an inferior race suitably enslaved. However, unlike most children of the time, Gilbert would go on to adopt opinions contrary to his tutor’s. He would spend his entire life in the cause of liberalism and liberty.5

When he was eleven, Gilbert’s mother brought him to Paris. Quoting the mature Lafayette’s writings again: “It grieved me to part from a grandmother, two aunts, and a cousin whom I adored. I felt not a bit of curiosity to see the capital. I remember my astonishment that, on the road, people did not raise their hats to me, as was done in Chavaniac for the little seigneur of the village.”6

Lafayette was enrolled in the Collège du Plessis, an academy, not a college in the modern sense. He enjoyed the military aspects, riding in full dress uniform from Paris to the palace at Versailles, some twelve miles away, and then being reviewed by the king. He also worked hard at scholastics, winning the school prize for Latin composition, a highly emphasized study in eighteenth-century France.

The young Lafayette was well respected among his classmates: “I am able to say that I was very much liked at the school. I even had quite some ascendancy over my comrades, and as soon as I appeared in the school yard, I was surrounded by young friends, most of them bigger than I, but who were quite willing to give the appearance of disciples; they would have defended me furiously, if necessary.” However, in the next sentence he mentioned that they would not join him in some of his rebellious undertakings: “I wished to initiate a riot, in order to prevent the unfair punishment of one of my friends; I was not supported as much as I would have liked.”

Lafayette recalled another episode at Plessis, highlighting his rebelliousness. It foreshadowed his commitment to liberty and his departure from the values of his social class: “One time I was given an essay topic: to describe a perfect horse, whom the mere sight of the rider’s whip would make obedient. I depicted this perfect horse throwing his rider at the sight of the whip.”7

On Sundays and holidays he stayed with his mother and grandfather at the Luxembourg. However, his mother died unexpectedly when he was thirteen and she only thirty-two. Within a week, her father, the Marquis de La Rivière, died—of grief, it was said, for the death of the last of his children. Lafayette’s only surviving relatives were the few remaining on his father’s side at Chavaniac, his great-grandfather, and some cousins on his mother’s side in Paris. Now, in addition to the Lafayette domains, he became lord of the extensive La Rivière lands in Brittany. He possessed one of the largest fortunes in France. However, it was of little consequence to him: “My tutor was more impressed than I. I had no thought but to lament my mother, never having experienced any need for money.”8

He would always remain indifferent to money—even when he was stripped of his fortune by the French Revolution. But now, social and political doors opened wider to him, although until he returned from America a hero, he felt out of place among the aristocrats of the capital. He was from a country family and from the junior, less important branch, at that.

The young Lafayette had always dreamed of glory in a military career. So, before he was fourteen his great-grandfather, the Comte de La Rivière, who had become his legal guardian, arranged for him to enter the King’s Musketeers. In April 1771, Gilbert, who was growing tall, lean, and broad shouldered, took his place in this regiment later made famous by Alexander Dumas.

JEAN-PAUL-FRANÇOIS DE NOAILLES, Duc d’Ayen, was looking for husbands of suitable nobility and substance for his five daughters. He was rich and powerful, and in line to succeed his father as Duc de Noailles and thus move into extremely high positions: captain of the King’s Bodyguard, governor of the province of Rousillon, and governor of the king’s Château de St-Germain.

His daughters’ feelings were not a consideration. In the eighteenth-century French aristocracy, love was something sought by husbands and wives outside matrimony—rather openly by some. Marriage was viewed as any other contract. It was arranged between two families to advance their position or increase their wealth.

To the Duc d’Ayen, fourteen-year-old Gilbert de Lafayette seemed an excellent choice for his second daughter, Marie-Adrienne-Françoise, who was twelve. The duc spoke of it to Gilbert’s guardian, the Comte de La Rivière. La Rivière approved, after he and the duc worked out a contract that included an agreement to pay a dowry of 400,000 livres, about $1 million in today’s dollars.9 The young marquis was a good catch, well worth the price. However, the duchesse, Henriette d’Ayen, with an attitude unusual for the time, refused to agree to the marriage. She was concerned by the young man’s very reserved, almost cold manner and the relative isolation in which he had been left by the deaths in his family. She also felt that the couple was too young for marriage. An impasse developed between the duc and duchesse.

Henriette d’Ayen, although wealthy in her own right, was not of noble lineage. Her character was formed in a family headed by her grandfather, Chancellor d’Aguesseau, one of the most learned and honorable jurists and ministers to have served Louis XV. She was intelligent and well educated, raised in a tradition of piety and also of tolerance and charity. At age thirty-one, just as she was being brought to bed with a sixth child, she nearly died of smallpox. The baby, a boy, did not live. Mme d’Ayen recovered but was disfigured by pockmarks. She was a private person, wholly devoted to her home and her children. In her Christian disdain for social status, she had wanted two beggars of the parish to be godparents of her daughter Clothilde. Her husband did not allow it.

The Ayen mansion, the Hôtel de Noailles, was a great contrast to Chavaniac (at that time, and sometimes today, the word “hôtel” referred to a mansion in the city). It was on the rue St-Honoré, and as the rue de Rivoli did not exist at the time, its beautiful gardens extended to the grounds of one of the royal palaces, the Tuileries (part of the Hôtel de Noailles may still be seen inside the gates of 211, rue St-Honoré, across from the Church of St-Roch). The Hôtel de Noailles was filled with servants and with exquisite furniture, vases from the Orient, and paintings by such masters as Leonardo, Raphael, Rubens, van Dyck, and Rembrandt and such contemporaries as Watteau and Fragonard. John Adams, who dined there in 1778, observed that the Ayens “lived in all the splendor and magnificence of a viceroy, which is little inferior to that of a king.”10

The Ayen girls had the same nurse that their mother had had, when she had been boarded at a convent. The nurse told them enchanting stories from the Bible. They also had visiting instructors and a resident governess, Mlle Marin, who was a person of considerable learning.

However, Henriette d’Ayen herself took charge of the girls’ education. According to the biographer of her daughter, Pauline, she did so “without too heavy a manner, on the contrary making them feel that the time spent together was short. She kissed them at the beginning of the day, as she left to hear mass at the Jacobins or at Saint-Roch; at three she dined with them and, after the meal, led them to her bedroom. It was a large room, lined with gold-laced crimson damask, with a vast bed. The duchesse sat in a wing chair, her snuff box, her books, and her sewing within reach; her five daughters gathered around her, the elder ones on chairs, the younger on stools, quietly arguing about who would be closest to the wing chair. All huddled together, they chatted about previous lessons, then about the small events of the day. It did not have the feel of a lesson, but in the end, it was one that would be remembered best.”11

With a mother like the duchesse, it is no wonder that all the Ayen sisters would develop into remarkable women. The girls learned the catechism, the Old and New Testaments, geography, and history. They read aloud from ancient mythology and from plays by Voltaire, Racine, and Corneille. They were taught to think for themselves. For example, Adrienne had religious doubts, and her devout but tolerant mother permitted her to delay her first communion. It was not until the eve of her first wedding anniversary that Adrienne felt she was in a state of grace and would receive the Eucharist.

FOR SEVERAL MONTHS during the summer of 1772 the little circle of sisters sensed a marked degree of tension between their parents. The girls had no idea that it was due to the impasse between the duc and the duchesse over the proposal for Adrienne’s betrothal. Finally, the tension lifted; Henriette d’Ayen had consented—but tentatively and with terms: Lafayette would move into the mansion that the Noailles family maintained at Versailles, where she could observe him; the engagement would be a closely guarded secret and not divulged to Adrienne for a year and a half; and if the duchesse were to give final approval, the wedding would not take place for an additional six months. Further, during the first years of the union, the couple was to live at the Hôtel de Noailles, under the duchesse’s watchful eye. Unlike Adrienne, Gilbert was advised of the plan.

When the Ayens made one of their frequent visits to Versailles, shortly thereafter, it was probably the first time that he had ever really noticed his bride to be. What he saw was a rather plain girl with a pale, oval face, large sad eyes, and a composed expression. But he saw her only when her mother was present or when she was out for a walk accompanied by her governess.

After he moved into the Noailles’s mansion, Gilbert was enrolled in the riding academy of Versailles, where the aristocracy of the court frequently sent their sons. Among them was the king’s grandson Charles-Philippe, Comte d’Artois, one month younger than Gilbert and destined to become king of France. The Duc d’Ayen also arranged for Gilbert to be transferred, with the rank of lieutenant, from the King’s Musketeers to the Noailles Dragoons, a regiment of cavalry.

In the fall of 1773, Adrienne’s older sister, Louise, was married to her second cousin Louis-Marie, Vicomte de Noailles. A few months later Henriette d’Ayen decided to tell Adrienne of her engagement. This was well ahead of the duchesse’s schedule, but by now, she had grown to approve of and even love the young marquis. She had learned that he only gave the impression of being cold, partly due to self-consciousness—in which his lack of family was undoubtedly a factor—and partly due to his prominent arched eyebrows that gave him somewhat the look of ironic astonishment. Underneath was “the most active spirit, the firmest character, and the most passionate soul.”12 And when Henriette d’Ayen decided to talk to Adrienne about the marriage, rather than having to allay a young girl’s fears, she found that she had to calm her daughter’s great enthusiasm.

On April 11, 1774, in the Hôtel de Noailles chapel, the Vicar General of Paris married the young couple. Witnessing for the groom were his maternal great-uncle, the Comte de Lusignan, and his paternal great-uncle, the Marquis de Bouillé. Witnesses for the bride were her great-uncle, the Duc de Mouchy, Maréchal de France, and her uncle, the Comte de Tessé. The guests were a very elegant group in their silks, brocades, laces, and feathers, the women ablaze in their jewelry. There were ducs, duchesses, comtes, comtesses, and high clergy. Among them were Louis-Stanislas-Xavier, Comte de Provence, and the Comte d’Artois, who would become kings of France as Louis XVIII and Charles X.

How could this exalted company know that the sixteen-year-old groom, whose awkwardness amused them so much, would play a preeminent role in ending their world of privilege? How could they imagine that the fourteen-year-old bride, tightly laced within an inch of suffocation, would become one of the world’s great heroines?

OF MORE THAN PASSING INTEREST

[image: image]

Death was a frequent attendant at childbirth in eighteenth-century France. It also summoned many who contracted measles and chicken pox, there being no vaccinations to reduce the prevalence of these diseases. Death from infections sometimes visited people with dental problems, colds, and injuries. It often beckoned the wounded in war. The rich, unlike the poor, received medical attention, but treatment suffered from a lack of knowledge and was even counterproductive at times. Unsanitary conditions prevailed: soap and water were rarely used, the wealthy covering personal odor with perfume.

Not even the royal family could avoid early death. Louis XIV had lived to an unusually old age for the times, seventy-seven. He had been succeeded by his great grandson, Louis XV, the sole survivor of all his legitimate sons, grandsons, and great-grandsons (the French crown could pass only to males). Louis XV would live to sixty-four, and none of his sons survived him. His grandson, Louis XVI, would become king.
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CHAPTER 2
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Fate Plays Its Role

A FEW WEEKS AFTER Adrienne and Gilbert’s wedding, the king died of smallpox. It is likely that he contracted the disease in one of his many carnal revels with ten- to twelve-year-old girls. One of them would have thus unknowingly obtained revenge for all her ill-used sisters—and for the queen, to whom he rarely addressed a word, although she had given him ten children.

His twenty-one-year-old successor, Louis XVI, was a very different sort. He adored his queen. He was kind, devout, and chaste. Unfortunately, he also proved to be indecisive and more interested in eating, hunting, and mechanics, particularly locksmithing, than in governing. He was overweight and had a pronounced waddle. He was, however, well loved by his subjects—until the later stages of the French Revolution.

His wife, Marie-Antoinette, daughter of the Austrian royal family, was not quite two years older than Lafayette. The young queen had no desire to play the traditional role of a consort, which was to remain in the background and produce heirs while the king ruled single-handedly. She loved to be center stage at court as well as at balls and fêtes; she had little competition from her somewhat dull husband and his two brothers and their rather lackluster wives. The queen broke monarchical tradition and offended public opinion by attending informal gatherings in Paris without her husband. Cloaked and masked—although she could hardly conceal her identity—she went to the opera, theater, and gaming houses. At one point the king had to pay nearly half a million livres to settle her debts. When her brother Archduke Joseph of Austria visited her in 1777, he wrote home: “She has no etiquette, goes out and runs around alone or with a few people without the outward signs of her position. She looks a little improper and while this would be all right for a private person she is not doing her job.”1

By “looks a little improper,” Joseph was referring to her disdain for customary court dress. She frequently abandoned traditional stiff materials, stays, and hoop petticoats for loose-fitting gowns of sheer materials, gathered below the breasts to expose the lines of her body. On average she bought 170 creations a year. Sometimes she wore the customary, elaborately structured, piled coiffures. On other occasions, she wore her hair bouffant to the shoulders. To a dismayed public, this was more the look of a courtesan than of a queen. However, she had no interest in her subjects’ opinions—and little concern for their welfare. She simply relished the privileges of royalty. Just in the year she ascended the throne, she purchased a diamond bracelet for 250,000 livres, a diamond spray for 200,000, some chandelier earrings for 30,000, and other jewelry as well. She lavished gifts, money, and court positions on her favorites, particularly the Princesse de Lamballe, the Princesse de Guéménée, and the Duchesse de Polignac. This entourage set the tone of the court: ostentation and excess in food, in drink, in clothing, and in diversion. However, Marie-Antoinette was by no means a stupid person. Contrary to legend, she never said, “Let them eat cake,” when told that her subjects had no bread. (This remark probably was made by Louis XIV’s queen, Marie-Thérèse, and something similar may have been said regarding pâté by Marie Leszczynska, Louis XV’s consort.)

Sex—or rather the lack of it—may have played a role in Marie-Antoinette’s behavior at this stage of her life. From the time she was married at the age of fourteen in 1770, until 1777, her husband found it extremely painful to have sex. He suffered from phymosis, a condition in which the penis foreskin is inelastic. Intercourse, therefore, was infrequent, usually over before climax, and unsatisfactory to both the king and the queen. They confided the problem to her brother Joseph when he visited them, and he recommended surgery. Two months later Marie-Antoinette wrote her mother that the marriage had been “perfectly consummated.” They had their first child in 1778.

BEFORE LOUIS XVI’S reign was more than a week old, the Duc d’Ayen, who was his close confidant, obtained approval for Lafayette to be promoted to captain of dragoons in the Régiment de Noailles. He was to spend half of each year on duty at the fortress of Metz. Prior to reporting for duty, the young man met and came to admire the Abbé Raynal, a former Jesuit and one of a group of liberal thinkers known as the philosophes. The philosophes espoused opinions contrary to the views of the establishment, believing that people had certain inalienable rights and that these rights flourished best under a republican form of government.

Raynal introduced Lafayette to Freemasonry. He was initiated in 1775 and remained a member throughout his life. Being a Mason contributed to the development of Lafayette’s liberal ideas and to the bond that would form between him and George Washington. Washington was a Grand Master and presided over Lafayette’s admission to the American Union Lodge. Many American leaders were Masons, including Benjamin Franklin and Thomas Jefferson. As practiced in the eighteenth century, Freemasonry was a fraternal alliance of men of all nationalities who prided themselves on their morality. Its symbols, inherited from the original working masons in the Middle Ages, are an indication of its ideals: the trowel symbolizing Masonry; mortar, its binding nature; the mallet and stone-chisel, the improvement of man; the set square, moral integrity; and the compass, charity and open-mindedness.

Lafayette reported to Metz shortly after his wedding. Soon, Adrienne wrote that she was pregnant. Lafayette replied:

You write me charming letters, my dear heart. . . . I love receiving my happiness from you. How can you ask me if your being with child pleases me? You yourself give my answer at the end of the letter, by expressing all the pleasure that you feel. This is a shared happiness, my dear heart, our way of thinking about it should be the same, as should be our feelings. I swear to you that my joy was even livelier than I should have thought possible.2

He wrote many loving letters, sometimes complaining about her failing to write often enough: “You have not written to me, my dear heart. It is not hard for me to notice that I am missing one of those mail deliveries that are such a delight to me.”3 However, as the months passed, he found additional interests: “I have missed two posts [without writing to you], my dear heart. You must know that this is not my fault. I was detained at Melet, the house I told you about in my first letters; from having been very boring, it has become delightful. Madame de Voïer, Madame de Melfort, Madame de la Porte (the younger) make it very pleasant.”4

In addition to their military duties, the officers of the regiment were in great demand as dinner guests at the homes of the nobility of the Metz area. Many of the husbands were on military duty at other locations; and Lafayette’s brother-in-law, the dashing Vicomte de Noailles, who was five months Lafayette’s senior, made several conquests. Actually, it is questionable who was the conqueror and who the conquered, for some aristocratic wives considered themselves “not much” married.

It is unlikely that the rather shy Lafayette was either conqueror or conquered at Metz, although in Paris during the winter of 1776, he attempted a liaison with a beautiful woman of about his own age, Aglaé d’Hunolstein. She was the wife of the Comte d’Hunolstein and part of a free-and-easy set centered around the court. She was lady-in-waiting to the Duchesse de Chartres and was said to be involved with the Duc de Chartres, a cousin of the king. Lafayette was not merely being flirtatious; he had fallen in love. However, Aglaé rejected him out of hand.

Lafayette’s attempt to have an affair must be judged in the context of the times, in fact, of France through the years. In 1996, for example, President François Mitterrand’s wife and mistress both attended his funeral. He had had a child with his mistress and had openly taken her to international conferences. Young Lafayette did love his wife. However, his love would not fully develop until he matured, until she matured as well, and until they shared the terrible traumas of the French Revolution and its aftermath.

Adrienne, on the other hand, loved her husband so much from even before their marriage that until the day she died, she thought herself unworthy of him. She was not at all surprised that he was attracted to other women; she could see that many were more beautiful than she and that he would be tempted. She accepted this. For one thing, her mother seemed to have managed well despite her father’s numerous affairs. For another, if she ever doubted her husband’s love, all she had to do was reread his ardent letters. But most important, she was a fundamentally strong person with absolute faith in God’s will.

When Lafayette was not on duty with the army, the couple spent part of the time at the Hôtel de Noailles in Paris and part at the Noailles mansion at Versailles. About a century before, Louis XIV had moved the court to a huge and beautiful complex of buildings that he built at Versailles. He did this for two reasons: to distance himself from the pressure of the Parisian public and to put the nobility firmly under his control. The nobles wanted royal favors, and they would get none unless they were at court. During the reign of Lafayette’s sovereign, Louis XVI, there were 5,000 of the nobility living at the palace, the Château de Versailles, and another 5,000 in the town, feasting, dancing, and gambling. Many had affairs. Most were totally distracted from their responsibilities to the people in their domains and had no concern at all for the interests of France as a whole.

While the less-well-connected nobility lived in small rooms at the château, the Noailles-Ayen family had an entire suite at their disposal, plus their mansion in the city of Versailles. However, Lafayette did not fit in well at court. He did not like to drink or gamble; he was an awkward dancer and incapable of courtly flattery and small talk. Nevertheless, the young man’s father-in-law arranged for him to become first gentleman to the Comte de Provence. This position was hereditary in the Noailles line and of great value, for the comte was the king’s brother, lived close to the royal couple in the château, and might succeed to the throne. Palace life was filled with such honors as the one offered to Lafayette, some of them quite bizarre. For example, the king was on public display from the time he awakened in the morning until he actually slipped under the covers at night. He was surrounded when he ate, dressed, and performed bodily functions, the two courtiers that delivered and removed his chamber pot being envied for their positions.

Lafayette had no wish to be a courtier and much preferred a military career. However, it would be unthinkable for him to openly refuse the exalted appointment. He devised a way out. A masked ball, primarily a venue for developing new liaisons, was held at Versailles every week. At one such ball Lafayette, whose height already made him hard to mistake, deliberately exposed some of his reddish hair. The royal family’s disguises were always rather transparent, and the Comte de Provence was, as usual, showing off his good memory. Lafayette interrupted him to say that memory was a fool’s substitute for wit, and he soon thereafter found himself posted back to Metz.

Adrienne’s first pregnancy had ended in miscarriage, but shortly after her husband returned to Metz, she learned that she was pregnant again. When Lafayette found out, he wrote: “Your news gave me a happiness that I was not expecting. This little being is our little being, which makes me happy. It seems to me that we love each other more because of it. I am already the most loving father of a family. It is so easy when I love you as I do. I could not have believed that your news would move me so deeply.”5

THE REPUTATIONS of great people are made by their accomplishments, but fate plays a major role. A chance encounter with the Duke of Gloucester, brother of the English king, planted a seed that would grow into Lafayette’s lifelong crusade in the cause of liberty. In August 1775, the duke happened to be passing through Metz on a tour of the Continent and was invited to dinner by Victor-François, Maréchal Duc de Broglie, who was in command of all the troops in the region. Lafayette, Noailles, and their close friend Louis-Philippe, Comte de Ségur, were invited to attend. (In 1777, Ségur married the younger sister of the Duchesse d’Ayen and is thus sometimes referred to as Adrienne’s uncle.)

There was peace between Britain and France that summer. However, the two nations had been at war, off and on, for seven hundred years. The most recent hostilities, the Seven Years’ War, had ended twelve years before in humiliation for France. She had lost Canada, the territory of Louisiana, Senegal in Africa, and all her possessions in India except for five trading stations.

At dinner, the duke described the revolt of the American colonies. Like many younger brothers of kings, he was scornful of his brother George III’s policies. The colonists were asking only for what the English people long since had: no taxation without representation. They were brave men who were forming a meager army under untested leadership to resist the injustices Britain was attempting to impose by its might. The duke lamented Britain’s actions as playing into the hands of American extremists, who were beginning to talk of creating a republic.

The seed that was planted in Lafayette’s mind by the duke’s criticism of British policy in America would need nourishment. There were nutrients in plenty. Above all was his need for personal glory, coupled with a desire to avenge France’s recent humiliation and his father’s death in the Seven Years’ War against Britain. There was his exposure to the liberal thinking of the philosophes and the Masons. And some gossips talked of a need to impress Aglaé d’Hunolstein.

On December 15, 1775, Adrienne gave birth to a baby girl and named her Henriette, after her mother. She was a sickly child and required a considerable amount of Adrienne’s attention. At about this time, the king named a new minister of war, the Comte de St-Germain. In the ensuing months, the comte, a member of a ministry committed to reform, began to eliminate some regiments and reduce the number of officers in others. St-Germain was a veteran who had risen to high position on his own merit and had little regard for young captains, like Lafayette, who held their positions only because of family influence. Not even the Duc d’Ayen’s influence could prevent his son-in-law from being retired to the reserve, an event that seriously dampened Lafayette’s hopes for glory in the French military. He had already cut himself off from advancement at court and felt out of place in Paris and Versailles society. Trade was not an option for an eighteenth-century noble. Nothing seemed open. It was June 11, 1776. Less than a month later, Britain’s rebellious American colonies would declare independence.

Louis XVI was opposed to a revolt against a sovereign, even a British one. On the other hand, his prime minister, Jean Frédéric, Comte de Maurepas, favored the American Revolutionists—on the theory that the enemy of his enemy was his friend. But before involving his nation, he wanted to obtain the support of France’s allies, Spain and Austria. Even more in favor of anything that would diminish Britain’s power was the foreign minister, Charles Gravier, Comte de Vergennes. He set about secretly helping the Americans through Pierre Augustin Caron de Beaumarchais, inventor, businessman, and author of several plays (including The Barber of Seville, which became the basis of Rossini’s opera, and The Marriage of Figaro, which lampooned the aristocracy and would be made into the Mozart opera).

Beaumarchais worked with a small American mission in France, headed by Silas Deane, to supply the Revolutionists with war matériel, some of it coming sub rosa from the French government. In addition to matériel, Deane believed his nation’s new army needed trained European officers. On his own initiative, he freely offered high rank and good pay.

The Duc de Broglie, Lafayette’s former commanding general, had his own notion of how to help the Americans. He thought he would make a good commander in chief of their new army, and Deane had even endorsed this idea in a letter to the Continental Congress. Unknown to Deane, Broglie also intended to use the position of commander in chief as a stepping stone to head of state. Toward this end, Broglie decided to send one of his most trusted officers, Lieutenant Colonel “Baron” Jean de Kalb, to prepare the way.

De Kalb had been born Johann Kalb to Bavarian peasant parents, changed his name, adopted a title, and entered the French military. He had served with distinction in the War of the Austrian Succession and in the Seven Years’ War. De Kalb signed with Deane as a major general in the American army, and Lieutenant François-Augustin Duboismartin, brother of Broglie’s secretary was signed as de Kalb’s aide-de-camp with the rank of major. By December 1, twelve officers were ready to leave for America under de Kalb. Most were a sort of Broglie advance party, having been recruited at functions at the duc’s home.

Lafayette, Noailles, and Ségur had also attended the events but were not aware of Broglie’s scheme. They decided independently to make arrangements with Deane and set about obtaining the consent of the government and their families. This proved difficult. France was still rebuilding its army and navy after the recent defeat in the Seven Years’ War and was not yet ready to provoke Britain by appearing to support the Americans. The men who had been gathered together under de Kalb had little standing at court. The government could permit them to leave for America and say that it had known nothing of their intentions or that what they might do mattered very little. But the British would never believe that three young nobles so intimately connected with the royal family could be acting without the government’s express concurrence.

Ségur’s family was adamantly opposed to his going to America, and not being independently wealthy, he soon backed out. The Duc d’Ayen was vehemently opposed to Lafayette’s going. He had very little confidence in Lafayette’s abilities. However, to Lafayette’s further humiliation, he agreed to ask Prime Minister Maurepas for permission on behalf of his other son-in-law, Noailles. But Maurepas turned the request down. Noailles dropped out of the expedition also; unlike Lafayette, he was still an active-duty officer with a promising military career in France.

Lafayette pretended to comply with his father-in-law’s wishes but pressed on. He appealed for assistance to Broglie, who sent him to de Kalb, who in turn arranged an appointment with Deane. Unlike all the other volunteers, Lafayette wanted no money. What he wanted was the rank of major general. Deane was reluctant to grant such a high rank, as Lafayette was but nineteen, held his captaincy in the French army only because of his father-in-law’s influence (and had been placed on reserve status at that), and had never been under fire. However, a volunteer of such high station was a plum for the Americans, and Lafayette won out. On December 7, 1776, Deane signed a contract granting him a major generalcy in the U. S. army. Incredibly, the new American general spoke no English.

At this point, de Kalb’s little expedition, which was on the verge of departing under arrangements made by Deane, was halted by port authorities. A considerable number of other French officers had previously been permitted to go to America to seek employment or adventure. However, some of de Kalb’s men had been too openly boastful about setting off to beard the English lion. And news of the American defeat at Long Island having just reached France, the government decided to adopt a more prudent appearance of neutrality. A new means of transport had to be found, and British agents were watching Deane.

De Kalb’s aide-de-camp, Duboismartin, suggested that Lafayette, with all his wealth, could buy a ship and transport the party. Lafayette, seeing this as a way to get to America himself, immediately agreed. Until now, his wealth had not helped him to be more than a peripheral courtier and a military officer who had been relegated to the reserve. Now it stood to open the way to the glory that he so much desired. Duboismartin, with eleven years’ experience in maritime matters before entering the French army, was chosen to go to Bordeaux to make the purchase.

On February 11, 1777, Duboismartin advised Lafayette that he had arranged for the purchase of the Victoire, a merchant vessel of 220 tons, for 112,000 livres. It mounted two cannon and had an experienced captain, Le Boursier, and a crew of about thirty. Lafayette got word of the purchase to the American mission. He had been keeping in touch by meeting secretly with Deane’s secretary, William Carmichael. Lafayette and Carmichael had taken to meeting late at night at the Hôtel de Noailles, sometimes at Carmichael’s rooms, or occasionally during carriage rides through the streets of Paris. Nevertheless, the government and the Duc d’Ayen had become suspicious. Lafayette developed a plan to throw them off the track.

While awaiting delivery of the ship, he made a trip to London on the pretext of visiting his father-in-law’s brother, the Marquis de Noailles, who was ambassador there. Now who could suspect Lafayette of planning to join Britain’s adversaries? The trip became more ironic when the ambassador, not knowing that the young man was already in the service of the American rebels, presented him to King George III. Lafayette also met General Henry Clinton, victor of the Battle of Long Island, and attended an affair at the home of George Germain, minister for the colonies. However, Lafayette’s code of honor caused him to refuse the offer of a tour of the naval dockyards. He would not put himself in the position of appearing to spy on the enemy. It was only at a dinner at the Earl of Shelburne’s that Lafayette revealed his pro-American sympathies; Shelburne was one of the leaders of a faction in Parliament that opposed the government’s policies in America.

Lafayette wrote to Adrienne several times during the trip. He knew that when he left London he would pass through Paris, where it would be necessary to make final arrangements, before going to Bordeaux to join the Victoire. But he would have to travel incognito, could not go to the Hôtel de Noailles, and would risk being discovered if she came to see him. In his letters, it is obvious that he was really expressing his feelings about leaving on his impending expedition to America. Underneath the formal veneer of eighteenth-century aristocratic correspondence that was characteristic of his letters, he was writing from the heart:

We have arrived safely in Calais, my dear heart, ready to set sail tomorrow and to see this famous city of London. It will grieve me to leave these shores. I leave behind all those I love. I leave you, my dear heart, and in truth without knowing why. But the die has been cast; I must go on. . . . I beg of you, my heart, to give news of me to my aunts.

I will write to you from London as soon as I arrive there, and I hope I will soon have a letter from you there. Write me punctually, that gives me great pleasure. Farewell, dear heart; in whatever country I go, I will always love you most tenderly. I want you to know how sincerely I mean this, and how much my happiness depends on your feelings for me.6

And the ending of another of his letters:

Farewell, my dear heart. A thousand respects to Madame d’Ayen and a thousand tender compliments to the Vicomtesse [the Vicomtesse de Noailles, Adrienne’s older sister] and to my sisters [Adrienne’s younger sisters; in close families, a sister-in-law was thought of as a sister, a son-in-law as a son, etc.]. I am always sorry to take leave of you, even in writing, and it is my fateful star that keeps me always on the move, so that I must blame myself when I see you only one-sixth as much as I would truly enjoy. But you know my heart, or at least its sincerity, and will believe me, I hope, always, when I assure you that it will love you for life, with the most steadfast and tender feeling.

Embrace our dear Henriette [their daughter] twenty times for me.7

After Lafayette had spent a few weeks in Britain, he received word that the Victoire would soon be ready to sail. He left London and traveled to de Kalb’s home outside Paris, stopping for several days. He met with Carmichael and agreed on a roster of men to make the expedition: thirteen, including Lafayette, de Kalb, Duboismartin, and a young American who spoke French, Edmund Brice. Carmichael thought Brice should accompany Lafayette, as a translator. The only people whom Lafayette saw in Paris, in addition to de Kalb, Carmichael, and the owner of the ship he was purchasing, were his former fellow volunteers, Ségur and Noailles, and them just once. In Ségur’s memoirs:

At seven one morning he suddenly enters my bedroom, closes the door tightly, and seating himself next to my bed, tells me: “I leave for America; no one knows of it; but I am too fond of you to leave without confiding my secret.” . . .

La Fayette, after having also confided in the Vicomte de Noailles, immediately left Paris. His departure plunged his family into suffering. They viewed with anguish not only the dangers of all kinds that he might encounter, but also the sacrifice of a large part of his fortune in the cause of a country so far away. His wife alone, who suffered the most, loved him too much not to share his feelings and approve of his generous resolve.8

Actually, another member of the family, Henriette d’Ayen, also approved of Lafayette’s undertaking. However, Adrienne’s support was under more difficult circumstances. She was pregnant again.

As Lafayette and de Kalb left Paris to join the Victoire, Lafayette posted a letter to the Duc D’Ayen that he had written while in London. He thought that he would be on his way to America before anyone could stop him:

You are going to be astonished, my dear papa, by what I am about to tell you. It has pained me more than I can say not to have consulted you. My respect, my affection, my confidence in you should assure you of that; but my word of honor was given, and you would not have thought well of me if I had broken it; instead, the step I am taking will give you, I hope, a good opinion at least of my intentions. I have found a unique opportunity to distinguish myself and to learn my trade. I am a general officer in the army of the United States of America. My zeal in their cause and my frankness have won their trust. On my side, I have done all I can for them, and their interests will always be more dear to me than my own. . . . I well know that I am making enormous sacrifices, and that to leave my family, my friends, and you, my dear papa, will cost me more than anyone, because I love them more tenderly than anyone has ever loved. But this voyage is not too long; every day, longer ones are made for pleasure only, and moreover, I hope to return more deserving of all those who will have the kindness to miss me. Good-by, my dear papa; I hope to see you again soon. Do not lose your affection for me. I am very desirous of deserving it, and already deserve it by what I feel for you and the respect that I shall have all my life.

Your loving son:
La Fayette9

He also sent a short note to Adrienne. He wrote how sad he was to leave her, but that he had given his promise and must keep it.

When Lafayette and de Kalb arrived in Bordeaux, they found that the Victoire’s sailing would be delayed. The rest of their companions had not yet arrived, nor had the ship been completely provisioned. Meanwhile, Ayen was not at all appeased by his son-in-law’s letter; his fury was reverberating throughout the halls of Versailles. While Prime Minister Maurepas was not particularly concerned about the departure of the rest of the officers aboard the Victoire, he was uncomfortable about allowing it to leave with someone as highly connected as Lafayette. He also had to placate Lafayette’s father-in-law, the king’s friend, and the king himself. Maurepas issued an order that Lafayette was immediately to go to Marseille to join his father-in-law for a six-month tour of Italy. Ayen and his sister and brother-in-law, the Comte and Comtesse de Tessé, had planned this trip for some time and were ready to embark.

Finally, the Victoire was ready to sail. Lafayette had not received nor had any knowledge of the prime minister’s order. He had, however, sent a messenger to a friend in Paris to learn what had been transpiring while the Victoire was delayed in port. Just as Lafayette was about to step into a launch to go to the vessel, the messenger returned, bearing word that the Duc d’Ayen and the king were extremely angry. It was even being said that a lettre de cachet might be issued. This was a secret order with which the king could imprison anyone for any length of time without giving a reason. A lettre de cachet was the order under which the “man in the iron mask” had been held for decades until his death. It was frequently used to prevent troublesome sons from disgracing well-known families. Lafayette was worried, and de Kalb advised him to give in. However, Lafayette decided that he had received nothing official and that the expedition was so far along that it should at least leave France for a nearby port in Spain. There he could await developments and decide on the best course of action.

The party had increased to fifteen officers, of whom more than half were Broglie’s men, plus the American, Brice. Additionally, Lafayette had two servants and de Kalb brought one. They boarded the Victoire and set sail for San Sebastian. Just as the ship disappeared over the horizon, a government courier arrived, bearing the prime minister’s order for the commandant of the port to stop Lafayette and see that he joined his father-in-law in Marseille.

When word of the Victoire’s departure reached Paris and Versailles, the nineteen-year-old provincial noble was catapulted from the shadows of insignificance into a blaze of fame. He was the main topic of discussion—most of it approving, as the American cause was quite popular. One of the ladies at court said that, if the Duc d’Ayen thwarted this son-in-law, he need not expect to marry off his other daughters.

Then, a courier from the Bordeaux commandant caught up with Lafayette in Spain and served him with Maurepas’s order. For a military officer, even a reserve officer, to violate the order of the king’s prime minister was a serious matter, regardless of where it was served. Again de Kalb advised Lafayette to comply, but the young man was tenacious and refused to abandon his plans. He ordered the Victoire moved to the secluded port of Los Pasajes to wait for him, while he went by coach to Bordeaux. If it were to prove necessary, he planned to go on to Versailles to persuade the government to permit him to continue with the expedition.

From Bordeaux, Lafayette wrote to Maurepas, in the hope of obtaining a revocation of the order. He did not receive a reply. He had only one card left: to meet his father-in-law in Marseille and try to persuade him to support the project. It was then that Broglie stepped in, anxious to have his men depart on the Victoire. Through his connections, he determined that the government was not really angry at Lafayette. In fact, many talked of Lafayette’s “beautiful project” or “so noble an enterprise” and said that the order would not have been issued were it not for the insistence of Ayen. Broglie dispatched another of his trusted officers, the Vicomte de Mauroy, to Bordeaux to advise Lafayette of this and that he need fear no serious consequences from the government should he proceed with his plans. Mauroy had also obtained a lieutenant generalcy from Deane and was to join the expedition.

When Lafayette received this information, he was on the verge of boarding a coach for Marseille. He dashed off a letter to Maurepas, saying that he assumed the minister’s silence meant approval. Wanting to be prudent and divert the authorities, Lafayette and Mauroy boarded the coach and announced that they were off to Marseille. Shortly after departure, they changed direction toward Spain, Lafayette galloping ahead disguised as an outrider. They crossed the Spanish frontier and reached Los Pasajes, from which, finally, on April 20, 1777, the Victoire sailed for the New World.

SHIPS MAKING westbound crossings of the Atlantic normally stopped briefly in the West Indies before going on to the United States. Otherwise, the square-rigged vessels, struggling against generally prevailing headwinds, might not see land for as long as three months. Water could give out. Food, even the usual fare of salt pork and hard biscuits, might spoil. Scurvy and other diseases could become devastating. It was not uncommon for ships sailing directly to the American mainland never to be heard from again. However, if the Victoire touched at a West Indies port, orders for the party’s arrest might be waiting. So it was decided to take the risk of a direct passage to Charleston, South Carolina.

Lafayette, who was very prone to seasickness, was leaving behind his loving, pregnant wife, his baby daughter, and a secure place in French society. Officially, he was a fugitive. He was spending a substantial part of his wealth to join the small, ill-equipped, untrained army of an upstart republic that was struggling against the most powerful nation on Earth. And to reach his distant destination, his lightly armed vessel had to risk encounters with privateers and run the British blockade of the American coast.

The wife he left behind had to show no less fortitude. Later in life, she wrote:

Monsieur de La Fayette10 carried out in the month of April the plan he had been meditating for six months to serve the cause of American independence. I was with child, and I loved him dearly. My father and the rest of the family were all in a violent rage at the news. My mother, worried about the effect the departure might have on me, was alarmed herself about the dangers, far away, to a son that she cherished so tenderly. She had less taste for ambition, thirst for human glory, and attraction for enterprises than any one in the world. However, she judged what Monsieur de La Fayette did as it was judged two years later by the rest of the world. Refusing even to consider the obvious shortcomings of this enterprise, that could cost his fortune, she found, in the manner in which it had been planned from the first moment, a motive that distinguished it from what might be called the folly of a young man. . . . Her feelings for him made it possible to soften my own heartbreak. She herself informed me of the cruel departure and took care of consoling me.11

Lafayette arrived in America on June 13, 1777, but Adrienne, who gave birth to their second child, Anastasie-Louise-Pauline, on July 1, did not receive news of her husband until August. He had written Adrienne a long shipboard letter that he finished on arrival in America. The crossing had taken nearly two months, and so did the transit of his letter back across the Atlantic. From his letter:

It is from very far away that I am writing you, my dear heart, and to this cruel separation is added the uncertainty, still more dreadful, of when I will be able to have news of you. . . . How did you take my second departure? Did you love me less? Did you forgive me? Did you consider that, in any case, it was necessary to be separated from you, wandering in Italy, dragging out a life without glory among the people most opposed to my plans and to my way of thinking? None of these reflections prevented me from experiencing terrible pain in those awful moments that separated me from the shore.

Your laments, those of my friends, [thoughts of] Henriette, welled up in my heart in an agonizing way. It was really then that I could find no excuses. If you knew all that I have suffered, the sad days that I have passed fleeing all that I love in the world! To this misery, shall I join that of learning that you do not forgive me?

Later in the voyage, during which Lafayette had little to do except take English lessons from Brice and lessons in military tactics from de Kalb, he wrote: “I am still on this melancholy plain, and it is without any comparison the most boring of places. To console myself a little, I think of you, of my friends; I think of the pleasure of being reunited with you.”

Many historians and biographers believe that, when Lafayette first went to America, he was only marginally motivated by an interest in the cause of liberty. Louis Gottschalk, who is by far the most thorough scholar of Lafayette’s early life, wrote that the young nobleman spoke only to Americans of his commitment to liberty and, on the other hand, to the French of his desire to serve France’s national interests. Another paragraph of his letter home does not substantiate that view:

Defender of the liberty that I idolize, myself more free than anyone, in coming as a friend to offer my services to this intriguing republic, I bring to it only my frankness and my good will; no ambition, no self-interest; in working for my glory, I work for their happiness.12 I hope that as a favor to me you will become a good American [“American” had come to be used as a synonym for “republican”], it is a sentiment made for virtuous hearts. The good fortune of America is closely tied to the good fortune of all humanity.

And then Lafayette’s optimistic nature emerged: “She is going to become the deserving and sure refuge of virtue, of honesty, of tolerance, of equality, and of a tranquil liberty.”13

Other reports reached Adrienne at about the same time that she received her husband’s letter. He was making a favorable impression on the Americans. Then her mother heard that he had been killed in battle. She kept this from Adrienne by taking her to Burgundy and, afterward, sending her and her sister Louise on a visit to the Comtesse de La Marck at Raismes, 120 miles north of Paris.
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CHAPTER 3
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In the American Revolution

TO EVADE THE BRITISH blockade, the Victoire avoided Charleston itself and dropped anchor fifty miles north, in the mouth of the Pee Dee River. Lafayette and a few of the expedition rowed upriver in the ship’s jolly boat to find a pilot for a run close along the coast to Charleston. They landed near the summer home of Benjamin Huger, a major in the South Carolina militia. It was midnight—and it was Friday the thirteenth. The occupants of the house, awakened by the growling and barking of their dogs, barred the doors. Who were these intruders? British raiders? No! They were Frenchmen who had volunteered to serve in the American army and had just landed after a long voyage from Bordeaux. They would like refuge for the night and help in the morning reaching Charleston.

Huger was only able to supply horses for Lafayette and two others to make the overland trip to Charleston. The rest would have to struggle through the semitropical jungle on foot or go in the Victoire. Before Lafayette and his men departed, the major’s son, a little boy of three, planted himself in front of the dashing French officers, looking up in awe. Seventeen years later Francis Kinlock Huger, while a medical student in Vienna, would join a dangerous mission to help Lafayette.

Lafayette was received with open arms in Charleston. He was fêted by, among others, President John Rutledge of the state assembly and Generals Robert Howe and William Moultrie






















































































OF MORE THAN PASSING INTEREST
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Taking of Bastille by a Paris mob.

Royal family flees toward Austrian
border; brought back.

New limited monarchical
constitution adopted by Assembly.

War looms with absolute
monarchies.

Radicals in control of Assembly,
institute Reign of Terror.

Louis XVI guillotined.

Marie-Antoinette guillotined.

July 14,1789

June 20, 1791

September 14, 1791

December 14, 1791

August 7, 1792

January 21,1793

October 16, 1703

Revolutionary government
appoints Lafayette commandant of
Paris militia.

Is serious blow to Lafayette’s
prestige.

Resigns as commandant of
National Guard; defeated in elec-
tion for mayor of Pars. Retires to
estate.

Called to command Army of the
Center.

Flees country after attempts to
preserve constitution and is
ordered tried as traitor by
Assembly;is seized and im-
prisoned by Austrians.
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Trois Glorieuses revolution, in
which Bourbon dynasty replaced
by constitutional monarchy

July 28-30, 1830

December 24, 1830

May 20,1834

Plays major role; made comman-
dant of all National Guard units
in France.

Considered too liberal by
government; his position of com-
‘mandant abolished; continues
battle for greater liberty for the
French and for Polish independ-
ence.

VLafayetse dies.
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Cornwallis defeated at Battle of
Yorktown

Convening of Assembly of
Notables to consider
government’s serious financial
problems.

Convening of Estates General;
has power to make reforms,
becomes National Assembly

October 18, 1781

January 17, 1782

September 17, 1782
August 4, 1784

January 20, 1785

February 22,1787

May s, 1789

Plays major role in cornering
Cornwallis and in decisive victory.

Returns to France, receives great
onors.

Birth of daughter Virginie.

Lafayette commences triumphal
tour of U.S,; granted hereditary
citizenship and land.

Arrives back in France; campaigns
to restore civil rights to French
Protestants; purchases land in
Guiana to develop program for
emancipation of slaves; tours
Prussia and Austria to study mili-
tary techniques.

Appointed a member by king.

Elected a member.
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France enters into alliance with
Britain

U.

agai

September 11,1777

February 6,1778

February 6, 1779

December 24,1779

April 27,1780

Lafayette, despite being staff officer,
rushes to front lines an;
wounded at Battle of Brandywine;
after recovery, is given command of
troops, becomes effective general.

Lafayete returns to France a hero;
persuades government to send
expedition to U.S.

Birth of son, named after
Washington: George Washington
de Lafayette.

Lafayettc arrives again in
America, receives triumphal
welcome.
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End of Reign of Terror.

Bonaparte becomes consul.

Bonaparte becomes Emperor
Napoléon I, eventually
conquering most of Europe.

November 13, 1793
May 27,1794
July 27,1794

January 21, 1795
October 15,1795

September 18, 1797

November 9, 1799

May 1804

Adrienne interned at Brioude.
‘Transferred to prison in Paris.

Just prior, Adrienne’s great uncle,
great aunt, grandmother, mother,
and a sister are guillotined.

Adrienne released from internment.

Adrienne and daughters arrive at
Olmiltz, Austria, to share La-
fayette’s imprisonment.
Lafayettes released. Lafayette,
unlike Adrienne, must remain in
exile. Adrienne works to rebuild
family finances and for i
proscriptions against Lafayette and
others.

ing of

Lafayette returns to France; forced
to remain out of politics.
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World Events

Lives of the Lafayettes

September 6, 1757

November 2, 1759
Aprilu, 1774
December 15, 1775

United States declares
independence from Bri

July 4,1776

June1s,1777

July 11777

Birth of Gilbert du Motier

de Lafayette.

Birth of Adrienne de Noailles.
Marriage of Gilbert and Adrienne.

Birth of daughter Henriette;
she dies in 1777.

Lafayette arrives in America,
contrary to wishes of French king;
i assigned to General Washington's
staff.

Birth of daughter Anastasie.
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December 24, 1807

Napoléon defeated; reires to April 1814
Elba. Allies occupy Paris, Bourbon
dynasty restored.

Napoléon returns to France for March 1815
“Hundred Days,” Bourbons flee.
Battle of Waterloo; Bourbons June 22, 1815

restored again; Napoléon impris-
oned on St. Helena.

October 30, 1818

Proclamation of Monroe Doctrine.  December 2, 1823

August 15, 1824

Charles X succeeds to French September 16, 1824
throne; begins reactionary reign.

November 24, 1827

Adrienne dies from illness
contracted at Olmiitz.

Lafayette plays significant role in
forcing Napoléon to abdicate.

Lafayette elected to Chamber of
Deputies.

Defeated for reelection; commences
thirteen-month triumphal tour of

S,

Elected to Chamber of Deputies.





