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What would aviation be without protocol? Are
there protocols on your job, at the gym?

What would the military be without protocol?
How can you have a marriage without it? Is there a protocol to pass
laws? Is there protocol enforced by police officers when someone is
arrested?

The term protocol is defined as a code of
policies and procedural standards established by an organization
whether secular or religious, to provide purpose, direction, and
guidelines with the ultimate objective of maintaining and
sustaining order. The need for a book that provides guidelines on
how this concept applies to the church is the impetus for this
book, Ministry Protocol.

Ministry Protocol is a compilation
based on many years of pastoral experience. Issues that are rarely
discussed, yet pondered by many, are examined in this book.
Observations of repeated and innumerable errors made by the
composite of the body of Christ cultivated in my heart an urgent
need to address these issues. The mandate to be obedient, exercise
common sense and walk in God’s wisdom is imperative and must be
taught and learned. Ministry Protocol is an attempt to
provide the tools and knowledge necessary to keep people from
sinning, prevent church splits, discourage people from leaving
their God-given assignments, and to help churches mature in
God.

Challenges are inevitable within a church;
only the recently saved or the uninvolved are immune. The tenets
presented in Ministry Protocol will eliminate the prevalent
utilization of excuses generated and supported by ignorance or
misinformation. Protocol, properly developed and implemented, will
positively impact and reduce the number of individuals who can
inadvertently cause strife, confusion, division and headache.

It is hoped that in reading Ministry
Protocol, church members can enjoy improved interpersonal
relationships and acquire or exercise understanding, accountability
and responsibility. For the church to be productive with optimum
output, unwavering direction coupled with a unified purpose must be
in place. The examples and suggestions made in this book are merely
illustrative and are not exhaustive. Protocol is equal to doing all
things in an orderly fashion and not being out of order.

To function successfully in most situations,
it is important to be fully aware of the organizational purpose,
direction, vision, destination, guidelines, policies, boundaries or
parameters. The objective of church protocol is not to control our
lives, but to protect lives. By analogy, speed limit laws are
enacted to increase road safety. The ramification of reduced
traffic fatalities is undeniable. The laws are not randomly
instituted to control our lives. With the enactment of speed laws,
a comprehensive study is conducted to determine safe speeds based
on location and environmental factors. Unfortunately, so many times
the Bible, God’s law, is misunderstood. The prevalent belief
becomes that God is trying to control our lives. God is trying to
protect us, not exercise dominion and control.

It may be contended that the
twenty-first-century church is weak because it is out of order.
Many problems, errors, and frustrations have occurred within the
church because of misunderstandings, misinterpretations,
negligence, ignorance, and naiveté. The underlying reason that the
conditions above exist is a lack of adherence to protocol. So many
people have left the church hurt, offended, and angry simply
because they lacked knowledge of church protocol which could have
rendered clarity and made the inexplicable explicable. Moreover,
conditions frequently exist in churches where protocol may be
existent but is not properly communicated.

Luke 12:48 reads, “For everyone to whom much
is given, from him much will be required.” This teaching is not to
be exclusively retained for “us four and no more”; it is to be
shared. I am presenting the resources, information and wisdom
shared in Ministry Protocol to do my part in winning souls
and tearing down the kingdom of darkness. I want more for the
church. I strongly sense that the message contained herein can be a
blessing to the Body of Christ.

Ministry Protocol is intended to be a
reference document—a manual, if you will—that will shape our
character as we, as members of His church, constantly seek to
reflect the will of Jesus Christ. The tenets of ethical conduct are
intended to provide guidance and rules of accountability for the
church. Abundant Living Family Church (AFLC) strives to maintain
high standards for the ministry. We want to be an available
resource to the Body of Christ, accepting and exemplifying the
principles of protocol. May you enjoy the journey as we examine how
God does things decently and in order – with excellence, structure,
methods and rules. I believe Christians can function better in the
Body of Christ when we honor and respect God’s protocols. From us
to Him and from us to one another. Sometimes we can be quicker to
understand protocol in the business world or outside of church but
can be ignorant or arrogant to and within the Kingdom of God,
church, and Body of Christ.












 Chapter
1 – Ministry Protocol is Biblical
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For God is not the author of confusion but of peace,
as in all the churches of the saints. Let all things be done
decently and in order. (1 Corinthians 14:33, 40)

In examining the Old Testament, God’s sense
of order is readily discernible. Everything in the temple or
sanctuary was built in an orderly manner. When Noah built the Ark,
he followed God’s prescribed specifications of exact square footage
and type of wood to use in the construction. When Jesus fed the
5,000, He told the people to be seated in fifties and hundreds.
Everything God does is done decently and in order… not
loosey-goosey.

The church, which is comprised of each one of
us individually and collectively as believers, must be in order.
When our lives are out of order, our witness, power, and strength
are out of order. In the church, ministry protocol provides the
structure needed to ensure compliance with His Word that “all
things be done decently and in order.” Ministry protocol is
biblical. Esther could not enter the King's presence without it,
and Boaz had to follow protocol to marry Ruth. Psalm 100:4 tells us
how to enter God's presence. Psalm 66:14 tells us how to experience
answered prayer.

“Everything is to be done decently and
in order” includes, but is not limited to, the Kingdom of God, our
personal lives, and church ethics. The query may be that if we live
spiritual lives and pray, won’t God take care of the rest? If we
live our lives in chaos, the Lord cannot bless us regardless of how
much we pray, how many times we fall out (an expression,
Pentecostalism) in the Holy Spirit, how often we speak in tongues,
shout, or dance. When our lives are inconsistent with the Word of
God, brothers and sisters, we are wasting our prayers. Those who
steadfastly believe that they are redeemed and exempt from the
boundaries and standards established by God are being deceived.
There are no exceptions. The command is clear—a life that glorifies
God is one where everything is done decently and in
order.

A balanced life is an inherent component of
an orderly life. In the church, ministry protocol can provide the
system needed to supply the order we need. Nevertheless, we all
have families, friends and jobs where the absence of a God mandated
lifestyle can result in chaos. We must avoid being drawn into the
extremes of life. We can shout, dance, have a Spirit-filled
Pentecostal service where we speak in tongues and move in the Gifts
of the Spirit. Then, to unequivocally sustain a balanced life, we
need to go home and treat our spouses well, share in family time,
pay our bills, live moral and ethical lives, and go out and serve,
love, give, and witness. A life that epitomizes order will have
balance. That's a 360-degree life that’s lived right, not in part
or portion which is like having a diet coke with chocolate
cake.

1 Corinthians 14:33 states, “God is not the
author of confusion but of peace, as in all the churches of the
saints.” This verse applies to all church denominations; therefore,
no church is exempt from the command of God. Furthermore, if there
are no saints in the church, there will be chaos and confusion.

True Christ-followers will not precipitate
confusion but promote order.

Dishonest scales are an abomination to the Lord, but
a just weight is His delight. (Proverbs 11:1)

This verse refers to a false balance; a false
balance is an abomination to Him. There are Christians who can
pray, but they can’t get along well with others. There are
Christians who can quote every Bible Scripture, but they are
gossipers and complainers. Note the imbalance in these lives. God
wants us to excel and grow in all areas of our lives and not just
in areas that we find easy or fun or where we feel comfortable. God
wants us to address those areas that deal with the “ex’s” in our
lives—the ex-spouse, ex-boss, ex-pastor—that cause us to be
resentful, bitter, or unforgiving. There are those who attend
church every Sunday and enjoy the Spirit of God, but then walk out
and express hate toward friends, family and loved ones. This truly
exemplifies “dishonest scales.” A hypocritical life preaches one
thing but purposefully lives something different.

A balanced life provides protection from the
devil and reveals that the devil is not as powerful as many
Christians
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