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      Jesse Goode has spent the last two years avoiding going to Lucky Valley, Colorado, to claim an inheritance she doesn’t want. But when supernatural dangers threaten the only thing she cares about, she has no choice.
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      Spokane, Washington

      “Jessamine Rosemary Goode?”

      Jesse glanced at the man’s outstretched hand and kept walking. Her boss didn’t put up with tardiness, and she wasn’t about to lose her job because a bill collector decided to track her down outside her apartment building. It had already been a rough morning. Her kitchen faucet had literally shot off its base, and her kitchen was now decorated with wet towels.

      “Excuse me, are you⁠—?”

      “Nope,” Jesse answered, walking faster and not making eye contact. She gripped her rolled apron in her hand.

      The man stood next to a blue sedan. She’d detected the rental sticker in the car’s window.

      Seeing the bus, she jogged toward it and hopped on. Only when she found a seat did she turn her attention back down the sidewalk. She couldn’t make out much of his face, but the man watched the bus.

      Mrs. Candy, as the kids in the building called her because of the jar of hard candy, she kept by her door for them, came down the sidewalk with her walker. A plastic grocery bag hung from one of the handles. The man instantly turned to offer his help.

      Jesse leaned her head to watch the show, but the moving bus forced the scene out of view. Too bad. Mrs. Candy would probably try to throw her walker at him for treating her like she was helpless.

      “Tough old bird,” Jesse muttered with a laugh. She’d been on the other end of that woman’s sharp tongue more than once.

      The bus only went a few blocks before stopping to let her off. Normally she wouldn’t waste a ride, but she didn’t need Mr. Bill Collector following her.

      A restaurant called The Bulb Tavern might not sound like a strict place to work, but the owner had no problem firing people for even the slightest infraction. Usually, she would have told Robert to shove the job where the sun didn’t shine, but the truth was she made more in tips on the weekends than she would from working a hundred hours a week anywhere else.

      Plus, being a waitress made her feel normal.

      Twinkly fairy lights surrounded the wooden bar and draped across the ceiling. During the day, they were white, but as the evening wore on, they’d start slowly fading through a spectrum of colors. A waitress once commented that she felt like they worked under a Christmas tree, and Jesse could not get the description out of her head.

      Jesse tied the half-apron around her waist as she walked through the empty restaurant. They didn’t open for another ten minutes. Seeing the blue rental car pulling up outside, she frowned.

      “Did you clock in?” Robert asked, coming from his back office. He tapped his naked wrist to indicate a watch.

      “On my way,” Jesse answered, not breaking stride. She would hate to forget and miss out on that two dollars and ten cents an hour come payday. Thank goodness for tippers.

      “We need side salads,” he said.

      “Always do,” Jesse mumbled under her breath.

      Out of habit, she started to pull her name tag out of her apron and then stopped. She again looked outside to see the man getting out of the car. He stared up at the restaurant sign above the door.

      Seeing the hostess in the wait station, she said, “Paula, do me a favor. If some guy comes in asking for me, tell him you have no clue who he’s talking about.”

      Paula wore too bright a shade of red lipstick and looked like she was perpetually bored. “Stalker?”

      “I wish,” Jesse answered. She went to a box that had discarded name tags from past employees and dug around inside. “Bill collector.”

      “Hate them,” Paula said. She stopped on her way to the hostess stand and turned around to give Jesse a strange look. “I hate rom-coms too. It gives me a false sense of hope that someday I’ll fall in love when I know I’m unlovable.”

      “Um, okay?” Jesse frowned at the impromptu confession. Those kinds of weird comments have been happening quite a bit lately. Last night, her neighbor had cornered her in the hallway to discuss his mother’s hysterectomy. Jesse had been trapped for an hour holding a bag of groceries.

      She pulled out a couple of tags, discarding the names of Joe and Marge before settling on the
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