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INTRODUCTION

First aired in 2000, the Gilmore girls have lived in the hearts of millions for nearly two and a half decades. With the witty banter, loving bonds between the characters and idyllic setting of Stars Hollow, Gilmore Girls is the perfect show to watch again, and again and again.

With 153 episodes, as well as a four-episode revival, there’s a lot that happens in the world of Gilmore Girls. In season one, we meet Lorelai Gilmore, coffee-obsessed manager at the Independence Inn and a single mother to daughter Rory. At just 16, Rory is a gifted student, offered a place at the prestigious Chilton Academy. Keen to secure Rory’s future place at Harvard University, Lorelai must return to the upper class parents who she abandoned at 16 to make amends in return for financial support.

For the next seven seasons, we follow Rory and Lorelai, as they fall in and out of love, study, work, succeed, fail and start over again and again. Oh, and drink coffee… lots and lots of coffee. It’s easy to care about the fast-talking mother-daughter duo, but it’s the eclectic and loveable cast of characters, whether it’s the insufferable Emily and Richard Gilmore or the customers of Luke’s diner, that really make the show special.

So, grab your favourite coffee mug, settle into your reading nook and join us on this delightful journey through the Gilmore Girls universe – a place where love, laughter and life’s complexities intertwine against the perennial backdrop of autumn leaves.

Where you lead, we will follow…





[image: ]



WELCOME TO STARS HOLLOW

Gilmore Girls would be nothing without this cosy town and it’s kooky inhabitants.

They say it takes a village to raise a child – well, it takes a quaint Connecticut town to raise an iconic show!
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Dean: It’s a show?
Rory: It’s a lifestyle.
Lorelai: It’s a religion.

[image: ]

They might have been talking about The Donna Reed Show, but Lorelai and Rory perfectly sum up how we feel about the Gilmore girls.

“‘It’s a lifestyle, it’s a religion’: How Gilmore Girls has transcended generations, gender and genre” by Sadaf Ahsan, nationalpost.com, November 24, 2016.
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Kirk likes my presence announced before I enter any room that he’s in.
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Kirk, on his cat – confusingly also named Kirk.

“Gilmore Girls: 10 Quotes That Prove Kirk was the Funniest Character” by Lynn Gibbs, screenrant.com, June 13, 2022.
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Gilmore Girls was conceived by the show’s creator Amy Sherman-Palladino after visiting the quaint Connecticut town of Washington.

Speaking to Desert News in 2001, Sherman-Palladino said: “At the time I was there, it was beautiful, it was magical and [there was a] feeling of warmth and small-town camaraderie.”
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It’s a big, fat, happy sunshine day for me.
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Luke speaking sarcastically, of course…

“48 Iconic Lines From the Lifestyle and Religion That Is ‘Gilmore Girls’” by Kailey Hansen, buzzfeed.com, May 12, 2022.
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It’s just my favourite time of the year. The whole world changes colour.
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Can you guess Lorelai’s favourite season? You’d FALL for it easily…

“21 Iconic ‘Gilmore Girls’ Quotes About Fall’” by Lilli Iannella, goodhousekeeping.com, November 23, 2023.
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Creator Amy Sherman-Palladino didn’t have a concept for the show before it was picked up by a channel.

She told the audience at the 2015 ATX Television Festival:
“I sold it off of a line: ‘It’s [a] mother and daughter and they’re more like friends than mother and daughter.’ And they all perked up and literally said, ‘Great, we’ll buy that.’”





[image: ]

Well geez, Ms. Gilmore, why would anyone not want to be in Stars Hollow? That just sounds plumb crazy.
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Jess speaks for us all!

“142 Gilmore Girls Quotes to Remind You How Great the Show Is” by Larysa Perih and Melanie Gervasoni, boredpanda.com, May 30, 2022.
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Girl in the dorm: Is it raining?
Paris: No, it’s National Baptism Day. Tie your tubes, idiot.
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Paris always delivers with one-liners.

“48 Iconic Lines From the Lifestyle and Religion That Is ‘Gilmore Girls’” by Kailey Hansen, buzzfeed.com, May 12, 2022.




Character
Spotlight

Name: Michel Gerard.
Played by: Yanic Truesdale.
Occupation: Concierge at the Independence Inn.
Best known for: Being generally sassy and snarky behind the front desk of the Independence Inn. Speaks French. Hates any source of silliness and is always ready with a sarcastic quip.
Best line: “Today I’m suffering from ennui.”

“Gilmore Girls: 10 Best Michel Quotes” by Josh Weber, screenrant.com, December 21, 2019.
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By the way, that was some half-assed kiss you two had.
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Babette never minces words, even when judging kisses…

“100 Iconic ‘Gilmore Girls’ Quotes That Super Cool People Have Memorized” by Hannah Kudler, theodsseyonline.com, October 18, 2023.
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Everything’s magical when it snows. Everything looks pretty.

[image: ]

Lorelai sees the beauty in everything.

“100 Iconic ‘Gilmore Girls’ Quotes That Super Cool People Have Memorized” by Hannah Kudler, theodsseyonline.com, October 18, 2023.




Love Interest
Spotlight

Name: Luke Danes.
Played by: Scott Patterson.
Who is he: Rugged and brisk owner of the Stars Hollow eatery, constant dispenser of coffee and Lorelai’s eventual husband. The ultimate slow burn romantic hero.
Best moment: The first kiss… need we say more?
Best line: “I just want you to know I’m in… I am all in.”

“Gilmore Girls: 10 Quotes that perfectly sum up Luke as a character” by Aya Tsintziras, screenrant.com, August 11, 2022.
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I want to get the healthy glow of someone who goes consistently to the gym without actually having to go, of course.
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Don’t we all, Kirk…

“Gilmore Girls: 10 Quotes That Prove Kirk was the Funniest Character” by Lynn Gibbs, screenrant.com, June 13, 2022.
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Do you Yahoo?
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Kirk wants to know… well, do you?

“125 Gilmore Girls Quotes That Will Transport You Straight to Stars Hollow” by Andrew Kreeger, mamasuncut.com, March 9, 2022.
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With Gilmore Girls being a cross between a sitcom and a family drama, creator Sherman-Palladino later told The New York Times that she wanted to create a “family show that doesn’t make parents want to stick something sharp in their eyes while they’re watching it and doesn’t talk down to kids.”
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Does anyone here understand that a man has a right not to have his personal life debated in a public forum? I am not Winona Ryder.
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Jackson can’t deal with the paparazzi, or in other words, small town gossip.

“48 Iconic Lines From the Lifestyle and Religion That Is ‘Gilmore Girls’” by Kailey Hansen, buzzfeed.com, May 12, 2022.
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This town is like one big outpatient mental institution.
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Christopher’s words may be rude, but they’re fair.

“100 Iconic ‘Gilmore Girls’ Quotes That Super Cool People Have Memorized” by Hannah Kudler, theodsseyonline.com, October 18, 2023.




Character
Spotlight

Name: Kirk.
Played by: Sean Gunn.
Occupation: Entrepreneur, jack of all trades.
Best moment: A film by Kirk. Also Kirk’s cat, named Kirk.
Best line: “One day it occurred to me: cows never wrinkle.”

“Gilmore Girls: 10 Quotes That Prove Kirk was the Funniest Character” by Lynn Gibbs, screenrant.com, June 13, 2022.
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No, no, keep those leotards on. This is not Brazil.
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With Miss Patty’s colourful past, we wouldn’t be surprised if she’s familiar with some nudist Brazilian beaches…

“Gilmore Girls: 10 Quotes that Prove Miss Patty Was The Funniest Character” by Bisma Fida, screenrant.com, July 7, 2022.
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The family setting was central to creating Gilmore Girls and, subsequently, its generational appeal.

Speaking to a Television Critics Association panel in 2015, creator Amy Sherman-Palladino said: “I really feel like the sh*t in your family never gets worked out. To me, that is what is so great about family. It’s a constant evolution… you never run out of conflict.”
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Gnome kicking says a lot about a man’s character.
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Babette is not wrong.

“48 Iconic Lines From the Lifestyle and Religion That Is ‘Gilmore Girls’” by Kailey Hansen, buzzfeed.com, May 12, 2022.
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Rory: You look nice today, Kirk.
Kirk: Thanks. This is the suit they buried my dad in.

[image: ]

Dead stylish.

“Gilmore Girls: 10 Quotes That Prove Kirk was the Funniest Character” by Lynn Gibbs, screenrant.com, June 13, 2022.




Love Interest
Spotlight

Name: Christopher Hayden.
Played by: David Sutcliffe.
Who is he: Lorelai’s high school sweetheart and Rory’s biological father.
Best moment: Spontaneously getting married to Lorelai on a trip to Paris. Yes, we know it didn’t last long, but we’ll always love him (even if he is a constantly absent father).
Best line: “Yeah. I guess I should have known, huh? It took me 20 years to get you to say yes.“ [Lorelai]: “I need you to know that you’re the man I want to want.” “I know.”

“The 100 Greatest Gilmore Girls quotes” by Ross Bonaime, pastemagazine.com, November 22, 2016.
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Old lady: “Excuse me, sir. Can you tell me where we can find the best antiques?”
Michel: “At your house, I’d guess.”
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Geriatic burn à la Michel.

“100 Iconic ‘Gilmore Girls’ Quotes That Super Cool People Have Memorized” by Hannah Kudler, theodsseyonline.com, October 18, 2023.
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I was kind of a target. I used to wear a cape to school.
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Captain Kirk to the rescue.

“Gilmore Girls: 10 Quotes That Prove Kirk was the Funniest Character” by Lynn Gibbs, screenrant.com, June 13, 2022.
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I hate when I’m an idiot and don’t know it
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