
  
  
      
        
          Deep Fate

          A New Mineral is Discovered

		      
          William H. D. Coleman

        

        
          
          SHP Creative

        

      

    


  
  Copyright © 2025 by William H. D. Coleman 
All rights reserved.
No part of this publication may be reproduced, distributed, or transmitted in any form or by any means, including photocopying, recording, or other electronic or mechanical methods, without the prior written permission of the publisher, except as permitted by U.S. copyright law. For permission requests, use the contact page for SHP Creative at www.shpcreative.com
The story, characters, and incidents portrayed in this production are fictitious or unknown. No identification with actual persons (living or deceased), places, buildings, and products is intended or should be inferred. This book is a complete work of fiction. Any similarity to living people is a pure coincidence. Some of the technical information is correct and some of it is completely made up, do not rely on the technical information in anyway as this is a work of fiction.
Book Cover by SHP Creative
First edition, 2025
Second edition, 2026 









  
  









I am very grateful to people I admire. Who have inspired and helped me with writing. These people all know who they are, and many others, who don’t know they helped me but inspired me.  Some have left the Earth to be in the stars, and under the sea.



I love my family and friends so much. 








  
  













“Look and you will find it. 

What is unsought will go undetected.” 
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  Prologue


It will be found at some point in time. When, where and by whom is yet to be determined. It was always meant to be… 
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The Depths

5 years from present day


Above and below the Pacific Ocean an ambitious scientific endeavour is taking place. One team is on the sea bed of The Mariana Trench. The other, support team, is on the sea surface. Guided by their advanced over-the-horizon computer systems, both teams embark on a ground breaking mission. The target is one of the most unexplored places on Earth. 
The weather’s unusually calm. The nearest tropical storm is over two hundred kilometres away. The air hangs humid on the surface ship, making droplets form on the metal deck. In contrast, it is nicely air-conditioned on the undersea sub, with humidity kept at 40% and the temperature at a constant twenty-three degrees Celsius.
The Mariana Trench is the deepest part of the world's oceans. At a depth of approximately 36,070 feet (nearly 11,000 metres), it is known as Challenger Deep. Located in the western Pacific Ocean, this trench is where the Pacific Plate is forced under the Mariana Plate, reshaping the Earth’s crust. The pressure here exceeds 1,086 bars, with temperatures near freezing. At sea level, the atmospheric pressure is about 1 bar. This means that the pressure at the bottom of the trench is over 1,000 times greater than at sea level.
The advanced computer system, affectionately called GEORGE (Geological Exploration and Resource Geolocation Engine) is helping a team of fifteen, with its precise calculations and predictive models.  Ten above the sea, and five below the sea.  The team includes engineers, geologists, mineralogists, and scientists all aboard the advanced research vessel, the Deep Explorer Surface Ship (DESS). They monitor progress as the drilling team, far below, drill deeper and deeper into the Earth's crust. Deeper than ever before.  Buzzing sounds of electronic beeps, and the smooth calming sound of whirring air conditioning units.
The massive cathedral-sized drills of the Deep Explorer Drilling Station (DEDS) penetrate the seabed with unrelenting force.  The screeching and grinding sounds of the drills sound like London underground trains, roaring through the tunnels, carving their way underground. Rocks being crushed and crunched like ice cubes, being demolished by your teeth, after getting inside your mouth while drinking cola, in your favourite pub garden in the summer. 
The undersea drilling station is an old repurposed oil rig. It had its large stabilising legs removed and was then submerged. It’s been placed directly on the sea bed. The platform’s been repurposed for drilling while under the sea, partly to aid with cooling of the massive drill bits, and partly due to the depth and logistics of retrieving samples, to and from the support vessel.
The drilling team of five, get to and from the undersea drilling station by submersible, housed and maintained in the Deep Explorer Surface Ship.  The submersible is called the Deep Explorer Sub (DES). This is manually operated.  Included with the DES is a fast remotely operated vehicle, which is a submersible one-twentieth the size of DES, that can go to and from the surface ship within twenty minutes, delivering samples and returning supplies to the DES. 
The drill tip is now at an unprecedented depth of forty-nine kilometres.  The team monitors the operation from the control room of the surface ship.  Lights flicker, instrumentation buzzes.  Every sediment layer and rock formation is analysed in real time.  GEORGE, designed to adapt and respond to geological anomalies, suddenly signals an alert. The alert chimes in a rhythmic tone.  There's an unusual formation fifty kilometres below the sea bed, precisely where the computer system predicted the mineral would be. The drilling team retrieves the core mineral sample and sends it in the remotely operated submersible to the Deep Explorer Surface Ship. 
Encased within the extracted cylindrical section of rock is what appears at first glance to be a simple mineral. As the geologists and mineralogists examine it, they realise GEORGE was correct. The system knew exactly what the mineral was, and where it would be found.  It is unlike anything previously seen, ever. The mineral exhibits unique properties that suggest its formation under extreme pressure and unique geological conditions, was nothing short of a miracle.
The drilling team comes across an unexpected anomaly within the same core sample. It’s a piece of rock. Granite in appearance, with glistening quartz.  Granite forms from silica-rich magmas, thought to form by heat or water vapour at the lower crust, rather than by decompression of mantle rock, as is the case with basaltic magmas seen deep within Earth.  This granite rock is not any ordinary rock. The simple granite-like rock contains a microchip. A fossilised microchip. The microchip’s encased in a layer of granite rock that preliminary tests suggest is 500 million years old.  The presence of such an advanced technology embedded within ancient geological strata sends shockwaves through the team. 
How could a seemingly modern and sophisticated device be fossilised within such ancient material, fifty kilometres below the Earth's crust?
GEORGE recalibrates its systems for further analysis, and the team sets up for extensive testing of the predicted mineral and unexpected rock containing a fossilised microchip.






  
  2
The Silurian Connection


GEORGE knew, with a probability of over 95%, that the team would find this new mineral. Find it at this precise location, fifty kilometres below the Earth's crust. There was 0% indication, from the computer system, that a fossilised microchip would be found, let alone inside a rock, at the same location. 
The control room aboard the Deep Explorer Surface Ship purred with nervous energy. Scientists, engineers, and technicians surrounded the glass-enclosed examination table where the fossilised microchip lay. It lay there like a precious artefact in the British Museum. The room was a mosaic of diverse accents and languages, a testament to the global effort behind the mission. Whispers and nods among the eager team. But at this moment, all voices converged on one burning question. 
How could this technology exist in rock, millions and millions of years old?
Dr Elise DuPont, a leading palaeontologist and engineer, stood at the forefront of the discussion. She tapped on the holographic display, bringing up geological timelines, fossil records, and a series of images comparing the microchip’s intricate patterns to naturally occurring crystalline structures. 
“We need to tread carefully,” Elise began, her tone firm but measured. “Very carefully. This could very well be a bizarre natural phenomenon. There are crystalline formations in nature that mimic structured patterns. We can’t jump to conclusions. Keep Occam's Razor in mind. You all know Occam's Razor’s principle, which suggests the simplest explanation is usually the correct one. Keep in mind, it’s highly likely this is all a hoax... a joke.”
“But crystalline formations don’t generate data signals,” blurted Dr. Torsten Berg, a physicist who specialised in energy systems. “GEORGE detected extremely faint electromagnetic remnants when we extracted this sample. That’s not natural”
The room fell silent as Elise magnified an image of the fossilised microchip’s surface. The engravings delicate, yet precise, glimmered under the laboratory lights. 
“Applying Occam’s Razor, it’s highly probable we are indeed looking at modern-day technology which is a hoax. Or, if not a hoax, it has somehow, inexplicably entered one of the underwater volcanic shafts along the Mariana Trench... how you ask? Think back to the year 2004. Tectonic plate movements throughout the Pacific Ring of Fire, after the Indian Ocean Tsunami... which would have thus buried objects at these immense depths. The Ring of Fire contains over 750 and 915 active or dormant volcanoes, and 90% of the world's earthquakes”. Members of the team slowly nodded in agreement. “However, on the opposite end of the scale. If this is something else and it’s as old as tests indicate” she said, “we’re looking at evidence of advanced technology that predates not just human civilisation but even the dinosaurs.” 
A few of the team sniggered, while the others stood in wonder, eyes wide and mouths opening in slow motion.
“Which brings us to the Silurian hypothesis,” Torsten said, leaning forward. He swiped through his tablet, projecting an academic paper onto the central screen. “I’m sure you lovely






