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			Introduction

			This book originally started as a single paper written to a church. That paper is now chapter 4, “An Issue of the Heart.” The genesis for that paper, and eventually the writing of this book, was a burning impression and conviction in my spirit that the praise we offer to God in the modern church and in our personal lives has deviated from what He has called us to do.

			When I presented “An Issue of the Heart” to the congregation, I was amazed at the feedback. The heartfelt desire of so many people to return to true praise, and their lament that the church had strayed from the higher levels of praise, added fuel to the fire already burning in my spirit and the burden in my heart to write this book.

			I have been in churches all of my life, and having grown up in a military family, we went to church wherever a church happened to be. I have attended services in nearly every type of Christian church, including Assembly of God, Baptist, Catholic, Church of Christ, Church of God, Episcopal, Methodist, Lutheran, and Presbyterian, to name just a few. I have attended services in the United States and many other parts of the world. I have been a member of several different denominations at various points in my life, depending in part on where I was living. During this time, I observed and participated in over four thousand services and noticed a gradual decay in the quality and the purity of the praises offered in the services—and consequently, the degradation of praise on radio stations and television. 

			Listen to the playlist of any Christian radio station for a few hours on any given day. The majority of the music played is related to encouragement; a much smaller percentage is related to being thankful; and only a fraction of the music is related to praising the name, characteristics and attributes of God, much less simply praising Him for who He is.

			The modern church has adopted many of the songs played on Christian radio stations or television ministries in an attempt to appeal to specific groups of people. While some of this music consists of truly awesome praise songs, this effort to appeal to a younger generation (or whoever the target audience is) has changed how praise and worship is conducted in our churches. In addition to changing the nature of our praise, many churches have also adopted exciting or youthful presentation methods that sometimes make it hard to discern many modern churches from secular concert arenas. The use of flashing lights, fog, and other gimmicks during these so-called worship services is not uncommon. Complicating the issue even more is the inclusion of worldly songs as praise and worship songs.

			As a church body, we have moved away from the call of humble praise toward the lure of excitement and emotions. We have moved away from genuinely praising God to singing songs of encouragement that are more focused on us than on Him.

			The intent of this book is to show what God is and has been saying to the churches and Christians about praise, and to present a biblical model for praising Him. Though some of the topics in the book may not seem related to praise, all of the topics are ultimately related to our relationship with Christ, which then leads to an exploration of how we can offer up our praises to Him.

			There are hundreds of books on the subject of praise. Many even tell you how to go about it. But when was the last time you read a book that called you to return to the types of praise identified in the Bible? When was the last time you read a book that presented a biblical model on how you should be conducting your praise? When was the last time you read a book that called you to a lifestyle of praise?

			Returning to Praise: A Call to Return to the Biblical Model and Lifestyle of Praise does just that. This book is laid out in four primary sections. Chapters 1 and 2 deal with the identification and resolution of personal sin and corporate (church) sin. Chapters 3 and 4 address issues of the heart and our desire to follow God. Chapters 5 and 6 examine revival; both historically and how we should be seeking revival now. Chapters 7 and 8 are focused on returning to praise and establishing a lifestyle of praise. Chapter 9 provides insight into some of the issues related to praise in our modern churches for pastors and praise leaders to consider. Chapter 10 offers a reference of fifty verses that demonstrate how the various words of praise are used in context.

			You may be wondering, what does sin identification and repentance have to do with praise? The answer is straightforward: when you have active sin or rebellion in your life, the only prayer or praise God is obligated to acknowledge is that of repentance.

			Psalm 66:18 states, “If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me.” Isaiah 59:2 goes a step further and states that not only will God not hear you, but He will also hide His face from you: “But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid his face from you, that he will not hear.” Unlike those who lived under the Old Testament, we live under a covenant of grace; however, if there is sin in our lives, it still impacts and degrades the relationship we have with the Lord.

			Identifying and dealing with your sin is the first step in returning to the lifestyle of praise God has called you to live. As this example demonstrates, all of the chapters in this book have been written to bring you back into a meaningful life of praise and worship.

			Chapter 5 discusses revival in the historical context, while chapter 6 explores the elements needed for a modern-day revival to occur. Again, you might wonder what revival has to do with praise. As you read through these two chapters, you will discover that praise and revival are tightly linked—to such an extent that it could be argued true praise is always a byproduct of true revival. It can also be argued that during revival, our hearts and minds are more in tune with the Holy Spirit, which in turn makes it easier to achieve a higher realm of praise. 

			Each chapter is loaded with scriptural references, as well as citations from many well-known, and some lesser-known, theologians and ministry practitioners. In addition, recent research on social issues and/or issues affecting the quality of praise in the church body and in the life of the believer are included to enhance the discussion in several of the chapters.

			As you progress through this book, each chapter will provoke you to think about how the content correlates to what is occurring in your life and will hopefully cause you to consider how these things impact your praise life and your relationship with God. At the end of each chapter, there are a series of questions that will challenge you. Not only will these questions cause you to consider what you are doing, but many of the questions will also give you the opportunity to explore why you have chosen to do (or not do) certain things in your life. Some of the questions will aid you in developing new habits, while others will challenge you to abandon old habits. A few of the questions are not based on content of the chapter they appear in, but are presented for your consideration in determining your beliefs, as they can impact your understanding of that chapter’s content.

			Although this book is not specifically designed to be part of a Bible study, the questions at the end of each chapter can be used not only for personal introspection but group discussions as well. There are three different approaches you can take to work through the questions:

			
					Answer the questions without reading the chapters. This approach is discouraged, as your answers may leave you disheartened and struggling to find the path that will ultimately lead you back to the lifestyle of praise God has called you to live.

					Read the chapters (individually or in a group) and then, either individually or in a group setting, answer the questions. This approach allows you to read the chapter and then answer the questions. If you’ll be tackling the questions in a Bible study setting, ensure that the group is trustworthy and not prone to gossip, condemnation, or strife. 

					Answer the questions (individually or in a group setting) for each chapter prior to reading it. Then read the appropriate chapter for the set of questions you’ve answered. Afterward, re-answer the questions to determine if your responses have changed based on what you read. If your answers change, you can then examine why they have changed and what impact that may have on your walk with the Lord and efforts to develop a lifestyle of praise.

			

			You can write your answers to the questions in the book, but if there’s a possibility that you’ll share the book with others, you may prefer to write your answers elsewhere.

			In addition to writing out your answers, you are encouraged to keep a journal/diary as you work your way through the book. Some questions are actually more of an exercise or activity, asking you to perform an action for a period of time and document what happens each day. By the time you are finished reading the book and have completed all of the questions and activities, you should have a journal/diary to look back on that can help you measure your progress toward a lifestyle of praise and demonstrate other positive changes in your life as a result of reading Returning to Praise.

			Whether reading the book alone or with a group of like-minded believers, be honest with yourself in how you evaluate your praise life and how you answer the end of chapter questions. Through this honesty, you’ll give yourself the opportunity to return to the biblical model and lifestyle of praise.

		


		
			Chapter 1: The Golden Brick Road

			The first step on the journey to developing a lifestyle of praise is to identify and repent of our individual sin. Chapter 8 presents the biblical model for praise, and in that model, repentance is the first step, followed by praise and then a lifestyle of praise. Once our heart is right with God, we are able to focus more closely on the types of praises identified in the Bible without having sin stand as a barrier between us and God.

			The Golden Brick Road

			In Lyman Frank Baum’s children story The Wonderful Wizard of Oz, a young woman, Dorothy, and her dog, Toto, are staying with her Aunt Em and Uncle Henry. During her stay, a severe summer storm spawns a massive tornado that transports Dorothy, Toto, and the home she was staying in to the Land of Oz. When Dorothy arrives in the Land of Oz, she observes her surroundings and determines she isn’t in Kansas anymore. Seeking a way to get back home to Aunt Em and Uncle Henry, she is directed by the local inhabitants to follow the Yellow Brick Road. They promise Dorothy will find the great wizard of Oz in the Emerald City at the end of the road.1 As Dorothy follows the road with her little dog, she encounters three characters who become her travel companions. The Yellow Brick Road wasn’t as smooth a route as Dorothy expected and, in fact, she encountered several trials along the way. 

			Interestingly, the Christian walk is also through a foreign land—a land controlled by the god of this world (2 Corinthians 4:4) and the rulers of darkness (Ephesians 6:12). The path we follow is one we often tend to compare to the Yellow Brick Road or in the case of Christians, a golden brick road. The Christian golden brick road is derived from Revelation 21:21: “And the twelve gates were twelve pearls; every several gate was of one pearl: and the street of the city was pure gold, as it were transparent glass.” The golden road described in the New Jerusalem is pure, and we, as Christians, like to think the road we currently walk on is made of the same materials.

			As we walk the golden brick road, we sometimes encounter those who would freely travel with us and try to mentor us and counsel us, often sharing the trials we encounter to some degree. We assume that wondrous golden brick road will lead us home. Is walking that perceived golden brick road something you are able to identify with?

			Let’s take a little closer look at that golden brick road, or Dorothy’s Yellow Brick Road, before you agree. The Yellow Brick Road led to a destination that seemed to promise Dorothy a means of fulfilling her desire. As she walked the road, we find it was wide enough to allow traffic going in both directions and was even wide enough for her and her companions to all walk

			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
					Read the Bible and learn how much God loves you. Who originally coined the phrase “The Bible is God’s love letter to us,” is uncertain, but rest assured, the love He has for you is immeasurable. God has known and loved you from before your birth. Isaiah 44:24 records God’s statement about us: “Thus saith the Lord, thy redeemer, and he that formed thee from the womb, I am the Lord that maketh all things; that stretcheth forth the heavens alone; that spreadeth abroad the earth by myself.” And in Jeremiah 1:5 the Bible records that God knew us before we were created when He states: “Before I formed thee in the belly I knew thee; and before thou camest forth out of the womb I sanctified thee, and I ordained thee a prophet unto the nations.” Jeremiah 31:3 states, “Yea, I have loved thee with an everlasting love: therefore with lovingkindness have I drawn thee.” John 3:16 records how much God loves all of us by stating “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” Read the Bible and learn about God, how to pray, and how to praise.

					Spend time in Prayer. Prayer is how we talk with God. It doesn’t have to be a formal or ritualistic form of prayer. It simply needs to be from the heart. When you talk with God, also spend time listening. He will tell you in one way or another things you need to know, do, or learn. Some people expect God to speak in an audible voice as he did with Moses in Exodus 3:4, and while that may happen on occasion, one particular story about Elijah, the prophet of God, gives us a good idea of how God talks with us. In 1 Kings 19:11–13 we read how God talked with Elijah, who seemed to be expecting God’s voice on a more grand scale. “And he said, Go forth, and stand upon the mount before the Lord. And, behold, the Lord passed by, and a great and strong wind rent the mountains, and brake in pieces the rocks before the Lord; but the Lord was not in the wind: and after the wind an earthquake; but the Lord was not in the earthquake: And after the earthquake a fire; but the Lord was not in the fire: and after the fire a still small voice. And it was so, when Elijah heard it, that he wrapped his face in his mantle, and went out, and stood in the entering in of the cave. And, behold, there came a voice unto him, and said, What doest thou here, Elijah?” When you pray, God may talk with you in ways that are astonishing—with the still small voice He used with Elijah, through impressions, or by pointing out His will to you in the Scriptures. The point is, talk with God and listen as He talks with you.

					Praise draws us closer to God in ways that reading the Bible and prayer cannot. Reading and prayer draws you closer to God and helps you understand who God is and teaches you how to listen to Him. Praise is lifting our voices and our actions in thanksgiving, worship, and exaltation of Him for who He is. True praise has nothing to do with us and everything to do with God. When you lift God up in true praise, He draws close to you. Psalm 22:3 states, “But thou art holy, O thou that inhabitest the praises of Israel” The word inhabitest comes from the Hebrew word yashab, which means “to dwell, to inhabit, and to sit.”7 Additionally, in this verse Israel can be used to identify anyone who is offering true praises to God.

					Stumbling, tripping, and falling on your face are all part of learning the Christian walk. The further we walk on the path with Christ, the more sure our footing will become. That’s not to say those who have walked for years with the Lord will never trip and fall. In fact, the opposite is true. We hear about mighty men and women of God who fall due to some particular sin or event in their lives. Some choose to get up and follow the golden brick road, but most choose to get up and learn from their mistake. For those of us who see or hear about the fall of another Christian, it is not our job to judge or condemn that person. Our responsibility is to offer support, forgiveness, and encouragement—to help that person, or any other Christian we see who has fallen, to get back up, take the hand of the pathfinder, and continue on the journey. When we stumble or fall flat on our face, we will need the support, forgiveness, and encouragement of those around us as we learn from our mistakes and retake the hand of our pathfinder Jesus Christ.

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
					Do I consider the Bible as relevant today as it was for the early church? Why? 

					Am I walking on the golden brick road? What makes me think this? 

					If there is a difference, what is more important to me: what my church leader says the Bible teaches or what is written in the Bible? Why? 

					Am I willing to follow the pathfinder (Jesus) wherever He may lead in my Christian walk? Why?

			

			

			
				
					
				

				
					
				

				
					
				

				
					
				

				
					
				

				
					
				

				
					
				

			

		

OEBPS/Fonts/TimesNewRomanPS-ItalicMT.ttf


OEBPS/Images/9781633571594.jpg
RETURNING

A Call to Return to
the Biblical Model

and Lifestyle
of Praise

David Dailey





OEBPS/Fonts/TimesNewRomanPSMT.ttf


OEBPS/Fonts/GandhiSerif-Italic.otf


OEBPS/Fonts/TimesNewRomanPS-BoldMT.ttf


OEBPS/Fonts/GandhiSerif-Bold.otf


OEBPS/Fonts/GandhiSerif-Regular.otf


OEBPS/Fonts/Amaranth.otf


