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    The Flight Plan: An Introduction


    


    Long before Wings was a blip on anyone’s radar, its creators were making memorable Emmy-winning television with the NBC stalwart called Cheers. David Lee and Peter Casey said, “Cheers was a well-oiled machine and hailed as a hit. Being part of it was like being in a great rock band. David Angell was already working for Cheers when we were hired.” They happily toiled together for three seasons before the trio decided to strike out on their own, forming their own production company. “It was called Grub Street Productions,” Lee and Casey explained, “Grub Street, in London, was known in the 18th century for its writers who would turn out anything for money. Penny Dreadfuls mostly. The street is long gone but we thought it would make a delightfully self-deprecating name.


    We were living in the [San Fernando] Valley at the time. One day we went to what used to be the Beverly Garland Hotel Coffee Shop and began tossing around this idea David Angell had about a sitcom based in a small airport.” One might say they all then “co-piloted” a pilot script for this proposed series. Lee and Casey recalled, “NBC’s Brandon Tartikoff didn’t like the idea initially. He didn’t get the airport setting. He said, ‘I only see the backs of people in line.’ He was envisioning a much larger airport than we had in mind. We had to explain that we wanted it to be a small airport and literally had pictures drawn to show him the look. Then the Charles Brothers, Glen and Les who created Cheers, read the pilot script and didn’t get it. They told us that the expository information was too subtle. It needed to be much clearer to the audience. So we clarified. A lot.” Tim Daly added, “We would play a beat many times and what I thought to be excessive was really solidifying the characters. The audience really knew who we all were.” Casey and Lee added, “But even then it wasn’t an easy ride. Wings was always a struggle. Every year we were kind of on the bubble, never at the top of the ratings but doing okay. We got moved around on NBC’s schedule again and again. There was never a breath. We could never relax.”


    It wasn’t titled Wings from the very beginning. The year was 1989 and the flight pattern changed a bit along the way. Casey and Lee shared, “The original working title was Blue Skies. We wanted to use the classic Irving Berlin song with someone different performing it each week. Berlin was still alive at the time in 1989 and surprisingly said, ‘No.’ We weren’t able to use it, and the show’s title became our second choice Wings.” It should be noted that later a 1994 series did indeed utilize the title Blue Skies and the song. How? Berlin had passed on by that time. “Then our thoughts turned to the location of the airport. We considered many, including the Grand Canyon Airport, but eventually narrowed it down to three — Hyannis, Martha’s Vineyard, and Nantucket. David Angell was from Providence so he knew the entire area very well. Nantucket eventually won out.” Questions about Nantucket were sometimes answered by prolific artist and year-round Nantucket resident Marshall DuBock.


    Casey and Lee continued, “Casting for Wings was extensive. Like Cheers, we wanted very talented people who weren’t yet household names. These weren’t people everyone had seen in a million things. Ours was a show filled with fresh faces.”


    Still, many famous names auditioned for roles including (per casting director Jeff Greenberg) George Clooney, Hank Azaria and David Duchovny (for Brian Hackett). Greenberg also let me know that Bryan Cranston was in the running for the role of Joe Hackett. Tim Daly got the nod for Joe, and Daly remembered another famous name who came close to snagging the role, “It came down to Kevin Conway, the voice of Batman and me. We both screen tested for it. I do think he would have made a great Joe Hackett.” Actor Todd Waring said that he was also in the running for each of the Hackett Brothers’ roles. Without doubt the toughest role to cast was Helen. Megan Mullally auditioned for the part (and was later used as a guest star on the show). Jeff Greenberg elaborated, “When we were auditioning for the pilot Megan Mullally did a great job as Helen but wasn’t quite right for the role. However, then and there the producers thought she’d be great for an early episode as Cindy, ‘the town pump’ in ‘There Once Was a Girl from Nantucket.’ We made her a straight offer for the role.” Lisa Kudrow and Julia Louis-Dreyfus tried out, too, but Peri Gilpin (also later a guest star) came the closest to the Helen they all had envisioned but Brandon Tartikoff didn’t think she was yet ready to carry a series. Jeff Greenberg added these names to the Helen auditions — Rita Wilson (with a very pronounced Greek accent), Katherine Keener, Marcia Gay Harden, Mariska Hargitay, Marcia Cross and Julianne Moore. Lee and Casey reflected, “She was originally a dark-haired Greek beauty named Helen Trionkis. But then we were introduced to Crystal Bernard. We conjured up a flimsy excuse for her Southern accent — she was born in Texas, but moved to Nantucket when she was ten — which nobody ever really bought — nor did we expect them to.” Greenberg added, “Crystal got the part because she was really funny and really cute. Didn’t matter at all that she had been on another series. We were fine to go with a total unknown, like our first choice, Peri Gilpin, if they were best for the role.” Casey and Lee added, “When Thomas Haden Church read for Joe and Brian we knew that, even though he wasn’t quite right, we had to come up with something for him. His delivery and his voice were so unique. Thus Lowell was born.” Greenberg elaborated, “When we were casting the pilot there was originally a role for a cab driver. I had brought in Stephen Tobolowsky, whom everyone loved.” Oddly enough, Tobolowsky was one of the stars of that aforementioned 1994 sitcom titled Blue Skies. Greenberg continued, “However, Stephen had some other offers on the table, so because we didn’t want to lose him we immediately brought him to the network for approval, even before we had brought any of the other characters. Well, he got approved but it felt a little horse-before-the-cartish, as we didn’t know who any of the leads would be. As it turned out, after he was approved he changed his mind and decided he didn’t want to do it, after we had gone to a lot of trouble to accommodate him. But it was a blessing because shortly after that we found Tommy Church for Lowell. I had cast Tommy on Cheers as a deadpan hockey player and he stole the show. I brought my Wings producers over to see him and they then created the role of Lowell the mechanic just for him. With Lowell now in the cast they didn’t feel like they needed the cab driver character. That is, until Tony Shalhoub came along guesting in Season Two as Antonio the waiter, becoming a regular in Season Three as the cab driver — a character who you could explain being at the airport all the time.” About the actress behind the ticket counter, Casey and Lee said, “Rebecca Schull was perfect for Fay. Incidentally, we gave the character three names, Fay Evelyn Cochran because every woman associated with the history of aviation seemed to have three names.”


    Instead of “Blue Skies,” the theme song chosen was a lovely, classy classical piece by Franz Schubert from his “Piano Sonata in A Major, D. 959, Fourth Movement (Rondo).” It was the opening theme song for the sitcom’s first two-and-a-half seasons (making a triumphant return for the series finale in 1997 titled “The Final Approach”).


    The back story is, before becoming Sandpiper Air in 1987 it was called Siasconset Air and the previous owners were drummed out of business by the island’s wealthy and powerful Kingsbury Family (of whom we get a glimpse in the episode titled “Death Becomes Him”). Ever since childhood Joe and Brian Hackett were intrigued by flight. They used to run along the Nantucket beaches with outstretched arms pretending to be airplanes. Aviation lessons came next and when Siasconset Air went belly up, Joe saw this as his chance to live out his dream. He was able to scrape up just enough scratch to get Sandpiper Air off the ground. His original vision was to have fiancé Carol run the ticket counter, but she ran off with his younger more devil-may-care brother Brian and plans were placed in a holding pattern. It was on a large commercial flight to Hawaii (escaping the Carol conundrum) that Joe met Fay Evelyn Cochran, a disgruntled flight attendant who was being forced into retirement. She and several mini bottles of hooch convinced Joe that they should work together, and Sandpiper Air soon came to be. Joe’s plane is a Cessna 402C. Its F.A.A. tail number is N121PP (which, in correspondence with the tower was “Nevada One Two One Papa Papa,” sometimes Cessna Nevada One Two One Papa Papa) — fairly consistent throughout the program’s eight seasons. However, what we see on the screen varies. The original N121PP was destroyed in 1996, so despite what is said in the cockpit, occasionally we see N121PB (usually on the ground) and N160PB (in flight). The Cessna with the tail number of N121PB was still used for charters by a company called Cape Air after the series ended. Joe’s only competitor on the island is brash, conniving and snarky Roy Biggins, owner of the larger and more profitable Aeromass. Instead of the typical “living room-based sitcom,” Wings has a fresh perspective, having its base in an airport where countless zany people come and go.


    Upon the death of the Hackett Brothers’ institutionalized father Donald, a suitcase with instructions was left for them in the will. Even though estranged because of the Carol incident, Joe is talked into contacting his wayward brother, Brian. They open the suitcase together only to find a sea of keys that leads them on a wild goose chase. Also enclosed — the words “You’re rich” attached to a photo of the Hackett Boys in their youth. Those words, the photograph, and the fact that Carol ditched Brian too, helps reunite them. Also present in the terminal is Joe and Brian’s childhood friend, the formerly calorically-challenged Helen Chappel who has crushed on Joe since moving to the Island. In their youth, Joe, Brian and Helen were the Three Musketeers. Their daft savant-like airport mechanic is Lowell Mather. He works for both Aeromass and Sandpiper. Additional characters such as Antonio Scarpacci — the cab driver, Alex Lambert — the charter helicopter pilot, Budd Bronski — Lowell’s replacement, and Casey Davenport — Helen’s down-on-her-luck sister all find a home in the terminal in later seasons.


    Shooting took place on the Paramount Studios lot on Stage 19 (where Happy Days had been filmed). Rebecca Schull recalled, “Roy Christopher designed our huge set. It was wonderful, perfect, and very comfortable.” It had to be large to contain Joe’s plane in the hangar. As big as it was, the wings of the plane still had to be disassembled to get it in there. The terminal set was rather large, too. What impressed me, your author most about it was that it had a functioning second level. Many sitcoms have staircases that lead to nowhere, but the one on Wings was useable. The second level contained the restrooms, the observation deck, lockers and another staircase that allegedly led to the tower (although that staircase did not really lead anywhere). About those lockers on the upper level, Brian Haley shared, “There was one locker up there that had obscene photos plastered everywhere on the inside. The guys thought that was hilarious to send people up there to open that locker. I’m still traumatized from the event.” About working on that second level, Executive Producer Dave Hackel said, “Very few scenes were done up there because it was difficult to get cameras up there, space was very limited, turnarounds were hard, and there was rarely a crane available for use.” Director Leonard R. Garner, Jr. shared, “We didn’t use the upstairs often, but we did in the series finale when Brian and Joe toss the money from the suitcase to the terminal below them. I loved the challenge of blocking with such a big set. We used an unprecedented four dollies. That’s quite rare. The huge space allowed a great flow of business. Plus there were three stations — Helen’s counter, Roy’s counter, and Fay’s counter. It was very shootable and one could still get to see Roy, Fay, Helen, Lowell, etc. in the background doing their jobs while focused upon other actions.” Conversely, writer Lissa Kapstrom stated, “We were writing for an amazing ensemble and their movements were very important. Comedy is generally easier in a closer and smaller space.” Director Rick Beren added, “And scenes from behind Helen’s counter looking out over the terminal were a little clumsy. There wasn’t much room back there.” Ken Levine added, “The set was big and at times unwieldy. There was a whole second story to the terminal that was hardly ever used. Hard to get cameras up there. Also hard to get cameras deep into the terminal set. The problem with the hangar is that it took up precious space you’d like to have for swing sets.”


    The Wings pilot sold, and as Lee and Casey remembered, “The Charles Brothers who created Cheers lobbied for us to be on after them. There were only six episodes produced in that first season because it was a mid-season replacement.” The program premiered on NBC on April 19, 1990 to mixed reviews as many critics saw Wings as a Cheers clone. That early stigma is likely the reason this cleverly-written, brilliantly-acted, intelligent, laugh-out-loud funny sitcom was always riding the coattails of Cheers and Frasier like a red-headed stepchild, never receiving the accolades and applause it so richly deserves. About the yearly Emmy snubs, Tim Daly said, “That rankles me to this day. We were a Top 20 show but got no push from NBC. We’d see promos for Friends, Frasier and Seinfeld, but none for us. Maybe it’s all because initially critics weren’t fond of the show. That is, until the USA Network reruns. Then opinions changed. However, the die had already been cast and it’s very hard to break out of that first impression.” Lee and Casey said, “Yes, even though it was a very crowded field at the time the snubs were a mystery. We agree with Tim Daly, early reviews for the show weren’t great and it’s hard to correct that.” Director Leonard R. Garner, Jr. said, “The Emmy snubs? That may have been related to the show’s blue collar workers and blue collar image.” Farrah Forke’s take on this is, “The Emmys were always the elephant in the room. We knew we would be snubbed each year so we really didn’t have any expectations that it would change.” Rebecca Schull added, “The only Emmy nods were for guest stars and I thought that was so wrong. Our cast had no weak links and amazing chemistry.” Even though the show wasn’t nominated (except for guest stars), writer Michael Saltzman shared, “I was particularly proud of the fact that in the two years Bill Diamond and I were writing for the show three of the four episodes that Lee, Casey and Angell submitted were ones that we’d written. That was a real honor for us.”


    Speaking of writers, Wings had a writers room filled with some of the very best in the business, as Adam Belanoff recalls, “It was a veritable murderer’s row of the best comedy writers then working in the business. Not just David Angell, Peter Casey and David Lee but David Isaacs, Ken Levine, Christopher Lloyd, and his father David among so many others. Imagine that being one’s first staff job. What a standard was set.”


    Taking a look at the Wings calendar, Executive Producer Dave Hackel said, “A typical week on Wings usually consisted of a table read on Monday. Sometimes rehearsals would begin on Monday, but not always. There would be some rewriting on Monday evening. Tuesday was rehearsal day with more rewriting and punching up at night. Wednesday was more rehearsing, and if we hadn’t solved all the problems inherent in the script we’d do still more rewriting. On Thursday we did camera blocking, and still more script polishing. Friday was more rehearsing, then a big dress rehearsal, and at 7 PM the audience came in for the shoot. There were often a few pickups shot after the audience was gone.” Later in the show’s run when the third regime was running things shoot night moved to Tuesdays.


    The real Nantucket Memorial Airport can be found at 14 Airport Road, approximately 5.7 miles from Tom Nevers Field (formerly Ackerly Field) — a real place at 130 Tom Nevers Road, Nantucket, Massachusetts 02254. Somehow over the years, the possessive apostrophe in the name of the field was lost. The man for whom the field, the street, a pond, and a swamp are named was actually Tom Never with no “S.” In some old Nantucket records it’s said to have been spelled Nevar and even Neavar. Never may have been a Native American employed by a whale lookout station in the South East Quarter of Nantucket circa 1745 when he was about 20. That area later became known as Tom Never’s Head. At one time in the late 1800s there was even a whale oil company bearing his name. Information about the man is sketchy at best. From 1990-1997, his name appeared in all 172 episodes of Wings. The Club Car, the gang’s favorite hangout on Nantucket Island is a real but seasonal restaurant at One Main Street. And Madaket Way or Road, the location of Brian and Joe’s childhood home is also a real Nantucket thoroughfare.


    There was great chemistry on screen, but also behind the scenes. Writer Lissa Kapstrom said, “Everyone was happy to be there. They didn’t really hang out together, but all got along very well. They were a nice family.” Steven Weber added, “Like any family, we had moments like all families do, but for all intents and purposes we had a great time and every day was a joy.” Director Rick Beren remembered, “Going to cast and crew parties on season premiere nights was a lot of fun. And we all used to take trips to Las Vegas together — actors, writers, directors. Most of the guys were in their early ٣0s and single. And Steven Weber was my neighbor. He was like a real wacky sitcom neighbor. He would barge in through my back door in the Hollywood Hills. Very charming. Tim was the rock of the group and Amy Yasbeck was just wonderful.” Many cast and crew members over the eight seasons were invited back for the series finale and some were used as extras in the show’s final scene in the terminal with Fay on the microphone.


    Have they kept in touch? Tim said, “I had lunch with Rebecca a short while ago. I see Weber a lot. We talk and text regularly. Tommy is rather private, and I haven’t heard from Crystal in many years. Tony and I are in touch frequently. We both do a lot of theatre so we see each other’s plays. I saw him in The Band’s Visit.” Weber said, “I see Andy Ackerman from time to time. In fact, I saw him when he directed an episode of my recent sitcom Indebted. I also stay in touch with Tommy Cole, the show’s key makeup man. Tommy and I did a couple of other projects after Wings, like The Weber Show and a couple of pilots — an amazing guy and a former Mouseketeer.” Director Rick Beren added, “I worked with Steven Weber again recently. I was the Associate Director on the pilot for his recent sitcom Indebted. When he saw both Andy Ackerman and me he smiled and said, ‘Oh, gees.’ ” Rebecca recalled, “I spent a lot of down time with David Schramm as neither of us was a lead character on the show. We went to the opera together during the run of the series and even after it ended.” Farrah Forke said, “I’ve kept in touch with Adam Belanoff. We’ve been friends for years. Oh, and Caroline Aaron who played Mary Pat Lee — she, David Schramm and I had dinner parties together.” Executive Producer Dave Hackel added, “I’m still in touch with Peter Casey, Rebecca Schull, Steven Weber, Tim Daly, and Tony Shalhoub.” Ken Levine shared, “David Schramm did a play reading of mine in New York a number of years ago. I bump into Tim and Steven occasionally. I’ve directed Tony and Steven in other shows. Farrah Forke did a wonderful thing. She was later on Lois and Clark which I watched with my kids who were young at the time. Her character dies in an episode and my daughter was very upset. I called Farrah and she spoke to my daughter assuring her it was just make believe. What a sweetheart! I’ve stayed friendly with all the writers and directors as well as casting and editing. I’m Facebook friends with the writers’ assistants as well. There is no one on Wings I wouldn’t love to see again.”


    The Wings guest star list over eight seasons is rather impressive as well — highlighted by (in alphabetical order) Brooke Adams (Shalhoub’s real-life wife), Kirstie Alley, Carol Alt, Clint Black, Dan Castellaneta, Ray Charles, Lana Clarkson, Robert Culp, Tyne Daly (Tim’s real-life sister), Calvert DeForest, Chris Elliott, Anne Francis, Peri Gilpin, Gilbert Gottfried, Kelsey Grammer, William Hickey, George Kennedy, Phil Leeds, Jay Leno, Peggy Lipton, Norman Lloyd, Valerie Mahaffey, Rose Marie, Sam McMurray, Josh Mostel, Megan Mullally, Bebe Neuwirth, Edwin Newman, Oliver North, Michael J. Pollard, Maury Povich, John Ratzenberger, Debbie Reynolds, John Ritter, Soupy Sales, Cathy Silvers, The Real Don Steele, David Ogden Stiers, Peter Tork, Amy Van Nostrand (Tim Daly’s wife at the time), Abe Vigoda, George Wendt, and Steve Young. It never aired, but there was also a PSA (Public Service Announcement) with bowling legend Dick Weber made in conjunction with Southwest Airlines and an Australian charity called Angel Flight.


    The retro cable channel known as Antenna TV, which specializes in classic TV, aired a Wings marathon celebrating the program’s 30th Anniversary (April 19, 2020) and provided many much-needed laughs during the early stages of the Coronavirus pandemic. Rebecca Schull said, “I was in Rochester, New York during that marathon and caught a couple of episodes. I hadn’t seen the show in some time and it had aged so well. I got to see one of my favorite episodes, too — the one about Helen and Joe’s wedding where his hand is stuck in the toilet. Still so funny.” Leonard R. Garner, Jr. added, “The 30th Anniversary is a big deal. It’s so great that Antenna TV did that weekend marathon honoring the anniversary.” Writer Lissa Kapstrom said, “This was a golden age of sitcoms. Wings was and is great comfort food.”


    It’s important to note that Wings and its cast are mentioned in The Simpsons episode titled “Whistle While Your Wife Works” in which Quagmire and his friends are immersed in beer at the brewery. Quagmire confesses how much he loves Wings. There is also mention of Wings in an episode of Tony Shalhoub’s Monk titled “Mr. Monk and the Airplane” with guest star Tim Daly.


    The Wings cast was never on the cover of TV Guide, but they are well covered in this volume. The purpose of this book is to finally shed light upon an underappreciated sitcom gem that was “must see TV” for so many, including me. It must have been an absolute blast working on this show. I’ve written ten books prior to this one and I’ve never encountered such enthusiasm and appreciation from so many interviewees about Wings and this behemoth undertaking of mine. Thank you for making it so much fun. Many will keep in touch long after publication, as we’ve become good friends. The largest section takes the reader through all 172 episodes. Now, just anyone can binge watch the entire run of the show and write about it. My aim in writing this book is to bring what can’t be seen on the screen into focus. There’s more to tell about every episode and the behind-the-scenes stories are unveiled in this volume by the cast, crew, writers, directors, producers, guest stars, casting personnel, composers, and even the show’s warm up guy, Robert G. Lee. Other sections of the book focus on the makeup of the characters, and the actors and actresses who portrayed them. There’s also a glossary of terms unique to the show called “Wings Things.” Even with a very diligent continuity department certain factual minutiae can sometimes fall through the cracks and to the wayside, only to be contradicted in later episodes — there’s a section for that. And there’s a thank you section, a dedication, an extensive index, a list of the episodes that aren’t in syndication, a list of your author’s Top 20 favorite episodes, a list of celebrities who are mentioned (but do not appear on the show), and countless photos of cast, crew, staff and Wings-related items and souvenirs (many provided by the interviewees and even many who aren’t quoted in the book). So order up a “big sandwich” (I recommend the Cordoba), munch on some honey-roasted “Wingnuts” from your flight on Sandpiper Air, and savor some of Helen’s coffee as you come fly with me. We’re about to take off, so be certain that your belts are fastened, and your seats and tray tables are returned to their upright positions for takeoff. Ignore the exit signs — once you start reading, you won’t want to leave.

  


  
    The Principal Actors (in alphabetical order)


    


    Crystal Bernard


    Crystal Bernard was born on September 30, 1961 in Garland, Texas to Gaylon Fussell Bernard and Jerry Wayne Bernard. Crystal loved the skits performed on variety shows on TV and loved to reenact those sketches. Both Bernard and her character, Helen were born in the Lone Star State, and both are very musical. Crystal, sister Robyn and father Jerry formed a gospel group, the Bernard Trio. By the time Crystal was in her early teens, they had recorded twelve albums together. Bobbie Gentry of “Ode to Billie Joe” fame used them on one of her Las Vegas tours as background singers. In 1983, Crystal appeared on an NBC variety show called Fantasy as an up-and-coming vocalist. On Wings Crystal plays a classical cellist, and as the show’s creators David Lee and Peter Casey recalled, “Although very musical, she did not actually play the cello but was tutored and practiced hard to look as though she did and carried it off brilliantly.”


    She studied acting at Houston’s Alley Theater and then was a drama major at Baylor University at the age of 18 and immediately headed off to Hollywood to pursue a career in modeling. She quickly found work in commercials. Garry Marshall liked her and used her first in the 1982 theatrical film Young Doctors in Love wherein Crystal played Julie in a spoof of hospital soap operas. Marshall then cast her in the 1982 season of Happy Days on which she portrayed Richie’s cousin K.C. Cunningham. This was followed by a four-year run on the syndicated version of the sitcom It’s a Living on which she played Amy Tompkins. Since she already had playing a server down to a science from that experience, she then snagged the toughest role to cast on Wings, that of Helen Chappel who ran the lunch counter at Nantucket’s Airport. The role was completely rewritten for her and she played it to a tee. Her Southern accent on the series was attributed to Helen spending the first ten years of her life in Texas before moving to Nantucket Island. Guest star in the three-part “Wingless” episodes Jonathan Slavin recalled that she entertained the crowd with her singing as part of the audience warmup. Speaking of which, the warmup man Robert G. Lee said, “The cast was uniformly great — Tim Daly, Steven Weber, Tony Shalhoub and Crystal Bernard — they all stand out as being very friendly and gregarious to me. Stars don’t have to be kind to the guy in the stands, but this cast was and it made my job that much more enjoyable.” During this time of success on TV, Crystal never lost interest in her musical aspirations and eventually focused on recording. For a time she was making demos in her own home studio, and eventually got to record a duet with former Chicago lead singer Peter Cetera, and parlayed that into two albums for his record label. This led to a brief tour. She and Jim Messina also teamed up for a lovely tune titled “Watching the River Run.” Several of her music videos can be viewed on You Tube.


    


    Thomas Haden Church


    Thomas Haden Church was born Thomas Richard McMillen on June 17, 1960. Like Farrah Forke and Crystal Bernard he has a Texas connection. Although born in Woodland, California, when his parents divorced (oddly enough, he would later co-star in a TV series titled Divorce), his mother took him along in her move to Texas. It was there he discovered a love for surfing. After briefly working in the Lone Star oil fields, he opted to finish high school and then attended the University of North Texas. His mother remarried and for a time his last name was Quesada, but he changed it to Haden Church, inspired by family members with those surnames. His dulcet tones led to a start in the radio business, and that went so well he decided to pursue acting and tried his luck on the West Coast. His star quality was obvious almost immediately and he was cast in the role of Gordie Brown on an episode of Cheers titled “Death Takes a Vacation on Ice.” Director Rick Beren recalled, “He was so good and impressed so many on that guest shot, the Cheers people wanted us to see his work as we were readying the pilot for Wings. He is so unique, and that voice!”


    Indeed, a very short time later, Thomas got to audition for the new Grub Street project titled Wings. He originally auditioned for the roles of Joe and Brian Hackett. David Lee and Peter Casey added, “He was so special we had to come up with something for him and that something was Lowell Mather. His delivery was unique.” Steven Weber said, “Tom Church could reduce me to hysterical laughter, and both of us had a blast.” Writer Lissa Kapstrom shared, “The character of Lowell was easy to write for. Kind of a savant and yet dim. He would say some really profound things among the stupid. Great comic relief.” Director Leonard R. Garner, Jr. recalled, “I had one mix up with Thomas. He wanted to go to the gym after lunch. I told him it was fine but that he would have to be back on time. When he wasn’t I got a bit upset with him. The next day he gave me a bottle of champagne as an apology for acting up. He played that Lowell role like no one else possibly could. He had a unique rhythm. Also, I don’t know how he negotiated it but he always got paid in cash. I’ve never seen that happen before or since.” Well, after six seasons of “winging it,” Thomas wanted to leave Wings. He kept telling everyone that it wasn’t a ploy to get more money, he just wanted to move on. He really wanted out a season earlier but was contracted through Season Six. When the pilot for his next series, Ned and Stacey sold and was to air on the Fox Network, the writers and producers had to adapt. Despite now being in his own starring vehicle with Debra Messing, Church agreed to come back for one final Wings episode to find closure (after initially being against the idea). In that episode he witnesses a mob hit in a Boston restaurant while Antonio is in the restroom and Lowell then decides to enter into the Witness Protection Program after testifying. Farrah Forke recalls a guest shot on Tom’s new show, Ned and Stacey, “I always got along nicely with Thomas, and one day he called me and asked why I’d turned down his invitation to guest star on his new series. I knew absolutely nothing about it and called my agent to ask why they turned him down. I wanted to do it. I played a nymphomaniac in the episode, and Tom and I kissed for the first time ever. We never had reason to kiss on Wings. He was like a big brother to me at times. While both of us were still on Wings, we did a press junket together on Nantucket. It was so much fun. It was very memorable.” Rebecca Schull shared, “He went on to great things, including an Oscar-nominated role in the movie Sideways with Paul Giamatti. We had an amazingly talented cast.” While he didn’t win the Oscar, he did win a “Best Supporting Actor” Emmy for an AMC project titled Broken Trail. He also portrayed a villain called the Sandman in Spider-Man 3, and Robert in the aforementioned HBO series Divorce. He lives on a huge ranch in Kerryville, Texas and has two children from a former relationship.


    


    Tim Daly


    Tim Daly has been an actor for 40 years. He is the recipient of Theatre World, Golden Satellite, GLAAD, Gracie, and Peabody Awards. He has been nominated for Emmy and SAG awards. He is known for the long-running comedy Wings, Private Practice and The Sopranos, and as the voice of Superman for the animated series. He most recently starred in Madam Secretary on CBS and the web series The Daly Show on YouTube. Daly has worked extensively in the theatre on and off Broadway and regionally. He is on the board of the Putney School, Inside Out Writers, and currently serves as the president of the Creative Coalition.


    


    Farrah Forke


    Farrah Forke was born a Capricorn on January 12, 1968 in Corpus Christi, Texas — yet another of Wings’ Texas connections. Forke shared, “I was named after Farrah Fawcett. True story. And I was a huge fan of hers, thinking as a child, ‘If she can do it so can I.’ ” Farrah attended an all-girls private school — the Hockaday School in Dallas and became a cheerleader in high school. She got the acting bug while appearing in a Lone Star production of The Rocky Horror Picture Show and pursued it as a career after studying at the famous Lee Strasberg Institute in New York. After appearing in her first film, Brain Twisters in 1991 she got to join the cast of the already-established NBC sitcom Wings as helicopter pilot Alex Lambert in 1992. About her character, Forke said, “I am really nothing like her but the toughness I got to display as a real bartender in New York at closing time prepared me for the role of Alex. I would lower the tone of my voice to show I meant business and I used that in my audition. I knew I could play her.” She added, “I was so green and so nervous. There were so many people around, and four cameras. My hands used to shake in the early episodes. You’ll see me holding coffee cups with both hands to control the shaking.” She added, “It was a great learning experience. I learned so much, especially from Steven Weber and Tony Shalhoub.” Writer Rick Copp said “The Alex character played by Forke was difficult to write for. She was still relatively new at the time and I remember having a tough time nailing down the voice and giving her jokes. It had nothing at all to do with her performance. I just felt that the character was not clear, at least to me.” When she wasn’t asked back for Season Six of the sitcom, Forke said, “It was a surprise and very painful then. It still hurts today. Although I did get to go back one more time for one of the Mary Pat Lee episodes. By the way, the woman who played Lee, Caroline Aaron is a dear friend.” After Wings Forke kept very busy with a role in Robert DeNiro’s Heat and Barry Levinson’s Disclosure; a couple of sitcoms — Dweebs and Mr. Rhodes; a recurring role as Mayson Drake on Lois and Clark; and a guest shot with her old Wings co-star Thomas Haden Church on his Fox sitcom Ned and Stacey. Forke’s fondest memory of Wings is, “Meeting the father of my children, Mark Layton Brown. He worked in the Art Department.” Forke says, “I have no plans to return to Hollywood. I love my life here in Texas, raising my twin boys. Life is good.”


    


    Brian Haley


    Brian Haley was born on Abraham Lincoln’s birthday, February 12, 1963 in Seattle, Washington. He was the fifth of sixth children, and he would later have a large family with five children of his own. He is of Irish and Italian descent, the latter explaining his middle name of Carlo. Coincidentally, his father was an airline executive (foreshadowing his airline role on Wings) and the family briefly lived in Quebec, Canada. While still in his early teens he had his first experience as an extra on a small Connie Stevens film titled Scorchy. The acting career was placed on the back burner for a stint in the Green Berets. About his military years, Haley shared, “I went through Special Forces training in the regular army from 1980 to 1983, in the reserves after that for a few years, but my stand up career started to take off so I got out of my commitment early. Nothing was going on. I was in at a time when there were no conflicts (1980 — 86). I tell people I did a lot of pushups and jumped out of a lot of aircraft, that about sums it up. I was a medic and that has come in handy. The SF medical course is very intense. Our doctor instructors didn’t care much for us because we were doing after six months what took them twelve years to accomplish. They called us gorillas with scalpels. Ops, baby.”


    After his tour of duty he became a headliner who eventually got his big break on The Tonight Show Starring Johnny Carson. Success at stand-up led him back to acting, and numerous movie roles. His Wings break came when he replaced Thomas Haden Church as the new mechanic for Sandpiper Air and Aeromass. Director Leonard R. Garner, Jr. called Brian, “A really great actor.”


    Along with numerous other roles on the small screen, Haley’s big screen credits include Gran Torino, The Taking of Pelham 123, Mars Attacks, The Departed and Pearl Harbor. As of this writing, his most recent credit was Escape at Dannemora. Did he get to work with any of the Wings gang again? Haley said, “I worked with Tony Shalhoub on The Coen Brothers’ movie The Man Who Wasn’t There, but we weren’t in any scenes together.”


    


    David Schramm


    David Michael Schramm was born in Louisville, Kentucky on August 14, 1946. It’s not well known, but his father was a bookie and young David and he spent a lot of time at the track. Acting was a way of life for Schramm since his teen years and he garnered a lot of experience in his native Kentucky’s many large outdoor productions. He studied acting at Western Kentucky University and earned a full scholarship to the prestigious Julliard School. Actor John Houseman took him under his wing after seeing him in King Lear, saying it was the best adaptation he’d ever seen. David didn’t begin to pursue film and TV work until he was already in his 40s. He co-starred alongside a couple of heavyweights in 1989 — Let It Ride with Richard Dreyfuss, and A Shock to the System with Michael Caine.


    Next came his defining role, that of snarky, conniving, brash, frugal, loud, larger-than-life and yet insecure Roy Biggins on Wings. While others were a bit skeptical, Schramm is said to have been certain of Wings’ success right from the start. About Schramm, nicknamed “Schrammy,” Tim Daly said, “He was hilarious. A quirky, funny guy. If you notice, in many scenes he’s holding a clipboard. One day I approached him about it and looked at what was on there — it was his lines. What a brilliant comic actor. Watching him was like a comedy clinic. That song and dance routine he did to ‘Buttons and Bows’ in the episode titled ‘Try to Remember the Night He Dismembered’ was simply awesome. He knew how to squeeze every last drop of juice out of a scene. A reliable comic actor who could always find the funny.” Creators David Lee and Peter Casey said, “Paramount had lined up auditions in New York for Schramm, Weber and Schull. We had previously seen Schramm at the Pasadena Playhouse in Born Yesterday and he was amazing.” Rebecca Schull said, “I spent a lot of down time with David Schramm as neither of us was a lead character on Wings. We were very good friends. We went to the opera together often during the series, and even after it ended.” Farrah Forke shared, “We were close friends. He could always make me laugh. He loved to shop. In fact, almost every piece of furniture in my house he encouraged me to buy, even when it was something above my pay grade. He got chills going into a fabric store. I didn’t need a coffee table, but he talked me into it. His own house was extraordinary. He should have been a decorator. He, Caroline Aaron [Mary Pat Lee] and I often had dinner parties.” Even though she was not part of the Wings cast, actress Charlotte Booker of TV’s Hi, Honey, I’m Home was among the last people to work with Schramm on stage. She shared, “I first met him in 1992 in a Cleveland Playhouse production of Ayckbourn’s Man of the Moment with Howard Hesseman. We became fast friends and we went to many NBC parties and Julliard fundraisers together. I was always amazed at how starstruck he could be. We didn’t work together again until 2018 in Cat on a Hot Tin Roof at Baltimore Center Stage, directed by Judith Ivey who had played opposite David on Broadway almost 40 years earlier. David was born to play Big Daddy, and I was lucky to play his long-suffering wife, Big Mama. We had more fun onstage than anyone. There was always a twinkle in Big Daddy’s eye when he was especially cruel to Big Mama — he elevated the rest of us with his commitment, skill, generosity, and passion. He was having some physical problems then, but I honestly expected him to be around much longer by strength of sheer will. I miss him profoundly and am sorry we’ll never attack the other projects we’d planned — like playing Charles Laughton and Elsa Lanchester together. He’d have been transcendent. I’m glad you’re writing this book, Bob, so that David will be remembered.” David Schramm died of a heart attack on March 28, 2020 during the height of New York’s Coronavirus outbreak. Tim Daly added, “He was very kind — a human being. It was an honor and a pleasure to have been able to work with him.”


    


    Rebecca Schull


    Rebecca Schull was born in New York City on February 22, 1929 as Rebecca Anna Wattenberg. She shares that birthday with “the father of our country,” George Washington. Coincidentally (or not) her three ex-husbands on the long-running NBC sitcom Wings were named George (and she almost married a fourth). In real life, she married Gene Schull in 1951. Rebecca studied acting in Dublin at the Stanislavski Studio and her first professional work was at the Focus Theater there. She returned to the U.S. in 1975, and the following year earned a role as a nursemaid in Dore Shary’s Herzl on Broadway. She turned most of her attention to television in the 1980s and quickly found a recurring role on the soap opera One Life to Live on ABC. In 1985 she had a role in the Lucille Ball TV movie Stone Pillow on which Lucy portrayed a homeless woman and lots of other film work followed. Her forte was comedy and she honed her comedic chops in guest starring roles on countless sitcoms including Roseanne, Eisenhower and Lutz (on which she had a recurring role), Newhart and Hooperman (with John Ritter who would later do a guest shot on Wings). In 1990, she secured her most famous role — that of Fay Evelyn Cochran, the ticket agent for Sandpiper Air on Wings. The show’s creators, David Lee and Peter Casey said, “Most female aviators had three names, so we gave her three. We had seen Schull in The Matchmaker at the La Jolla Playhouse playing a great, funny elderly woman and knew she’d be perfect for Fay.” Some of Fay’s funniest moments on the series were her inappropriate announcements over the terminal microphone. Writer Ian Gurvitz said, “Rebecca really nailed the character and she was easy to write jokes for because she knew how to deliver them. She had a dry, understated wit and sly delivery.” Several years after Wings, Rebecca got to work again with Steven Weber who said, “I had fun working on a show with her titled Chasing Life on the ABC Family Channel. It was a nice reunion.” Rebecca recalled, “I got to work with one of our guest stars, Kelsey Grammer again on Frasier” [the episode is titled “RDWRER”]. She also had a recurring role on USA Network’s popular Suits series. She added, “I’ve heard rumors about a possible Wings reboot.” Coincidentally, Schull also co-starred in a post-9/11 film titled United 93. She said, “The movie was shot in England and was an amazing experience. Just fascinating. Director Paul Greengrass was so smart.” She has three children and two grandchildren. Her husband Gene Schull passed on in 2008. Gene had a walk-on role as the man in lederhosen in the 1993 episode titled “Goodbye, Old Friend.”


    


    Tony Shalhoub


    Anthony Marcus Shalhoub was born the ninth of ten children in Green Bay, Wisconsin on October 9, 1953. It’s an amazing parallel that his parents were named Helen and Joe (Steven Weber was astounded when I told him about that). His was an Arabic-speaking Christian household of Lebanese descent. His Master’s Degree from the Yale School of Drama has served him well. Before joining this sitcom set in Massachusetts, Shalhoub spent four years in Cambridge with the American Repertory Theater. Next stop — Broadway for a role in the female adaptation of The Odd Couple starring Sally Struthers and Rita Moreno at the Broadhurst Theater. Then came a guest shot on Wings as a character named Antonio Scarpacci, a waiter on the Valentine’s Day episode titled “Looking for Love in all the Wrong Places” in Season Two. The one-shot role turned into much more. Creators David Lee and Peter Casey said, “He absolutely killed it as the waiter. We knew we had to write for him and add him to the cast. So many auditioned for the waiter but they were doing really bad Italian accents. Tony’s was very subtle. He was brilliant. We found the way the bring him into the airport — as a cab driver.” Rebecca Schull added, “Yes, we knew how good he was from that first guest shot. They signed him to join the cast almost immediately.” Writer/producer Steven Levitan said, “We were all in awe of Tony’s talents. Also, he’s one of the nicest guys on the planet so when I was looking for a lead for Stark Raving Mad, I thought Tony was ready for his starring moment. That we had worked together previously made coming together that much easier.” Guest star Jonathan Slavin from the three “Wingless” episodes said, “We didn’t have any scenes together but in the short time we were around one another I could see that he was a great guy.” Farrah Forke shared, “Tony taught me something very important. There were a couple of weeks there when he had only about three lines. I asked him if that bothered him. He told me that he still gets the same amount of money for those weeks, so every ‘and’ and ‘but’ that were part of his sides those weeks were especially profitable — worth even more than on weeks with a large amount of dialogue.” Beginning with the second episode of Season Three titled “Is that a Subpoena in Your Pocket?” Shalhoub was cast as sad sack, down-on-his-luck, dateless/loveless cabdriver Antonio Scarpacci — a regular fixture. His restaurant closed after being sued by the family of a man who choked on a chicken bone, so he became a hack. He remained with Wings until its end in 1997. During his time on Wings, Tony also starred in highly acclaimed indie picture Big Night, along with an episode of David Lee, Peter Casey and David Angell’s other hit sitcom, Frasier titled “The Focus Group” on which Tony portrayed an Arabic owner of a newsstand who is the only one who says he doesn’t like Frasier Crane’s radio program. After Wings, came the aforementioned NBC sitcom — Stark Raving Mad on which he co-starred for a season with Neil Patrick Harris. While that show wasn’t a whopping success, his next venture was — Monk on the USA Network. As Adrian Monk, the obsessive/compulsive detective, he garnered three Emmy Awards out of eight consecutive nominations. Tim Daly guest starred on an episode of Monk titled “Mr. Monk and the Airplane” and Wings is referenced in the dialogue. Tony won a Tony for Best Actor in a Musical for The Band’s Visit. Tim Daly said, “We both do a lot of theater. Tony comes to see my work, and I go to see his. I saw his Tony-winning performance.” And still more Emmys and Golden Globes were to follow for his role as former math professor Abe Weissman, the father of Midge Maisel on Amazon Prime’s The Marvelous Mrs. Maisel. Caroline Aaron, aka Mary Pat Lee also co-stars on that series as Shirley Maisel (and your author regularly plays a tailor on that show). After receiving a Grammy nomination for Best Spoken Word Album in 2008 it became obvious that it would be only a matter of time until he was an EGOT (winner of an Emmy, Grammy, Oscar and Tony). As of this writing he’s halfway there. During the pandemic of 2020, both Tony and his actress wife Brooke Adams (who did a guest shot on Wings as a nun in the episode titled “All about Christmas Eve”) were quarantined because of exposure to the virus, but fully recovered after a few weeks. With facemasks, hand sanitizer, rubber gloves and all forms of PPE, Shalhoub in his own words said that we are all Monk now


    


    Steven Weber


    Steven Robert Weber was born in Queens, New York on March 4, 1961. Show business “was in his blood” as his father was a theatrical agent for comedians and singers and his mother a singer in New York City nightclubs. He carried on the family tradition by attending the High School of Performing Arts and the State University of New York at Purchase. His early training was in theater, but he soon secured TV work on As the World Turns playing opposite Julianne Moore, and then came a film role in Garry Marshall’s The Flamingo Kid. In the 1990 ABC miniseries The Kennedys of Massachusetts he gained acclaim for his role as a young John F. Kennedy. Speaking of Massachusetts, his next role kept him there for seven years. Others may have auditioned for the role of carefree skirt-chaser Brian Hackett, but Weber was the definitive choice. When asked how he is most like and unlike Brian, Steven Weber said, “I guess we are similar in that we both possess a good deal of snark and have a penchant for making — hopefully — amusing jokes. While I did my share of skirt-chasing back in the day, I don’t think I was anywhere near the obsessive that Brian was. And the show never really explored any particular depth to the character, so it’s hard to say how I’m like or unlike him beyond the obvious, ‘I’m not a pilot!’ ” He elaborated, “I’ve never flown a plane. Not sure I have the intellectual capacity. There was a moment when an actual pilot came to the set to give Tim and me a quick lesson so we looked authentic pressing all the buttons and flipping all the switches in the cockpit, but even what the guy told us was quickly forgotten and any button-pushing/switch-flipping was strictly improvised. I fully expect some alien culture to have built their technology around our fake pilot behavior, like in Galaxy Quest.” Brian is quite the sports fan. Is that also true of Steven? He said, “I lost the sports gene when I was young. My dad was a classic ‘screaming at the radio/TV while watching a game’ type of guy and that didn’t appeal to me very much. To this day I have very little pop sports knowledge.” So, sports fan, no. Prankster, yes. Weber shared, “I have to say that I was probably the biggest upstart/prankster/joker on the set. There’s a reason those blooper reels are mostly me laughing or messing around. But Tom Church could also reduce me to hysterical laughter and both of us had a blast being devilish.” Were the love scenes on Wings with Farrah Forke awkward? Weber shared, “Well she is gorgeous so it was nothing other than enjoyable. And the scenes themselves weren’t elaborate, so we kissed and moved on.” What about Brian’s loud neckties. Were they yours? Weber said, “I don’t know why that was so prevalent, especially in the early seasons. They weren’t mine, of course. Yikes! I think it was to illustrate that Brian was ‘wild and crazy’ in contrast to Joe’s buttoned-up style. After a few seasons, the ties went the way of all things, though.” David Lee and Peter Casey added, “Costuming did that, but likely Steven had some say. Because Joe was notorious for not paying his pilots well it’s great that we had Brian reuse many of his outfits.” Weber is fondly remembered by cast and crew as gregarious. Farrah Forke said, “When I joined the show, Steven Weber took me around to visit the stage. I saw the bleachers there next to the stage and asked what they were for, not realizing that Wings was done before a studio audience. He was very kind and helpful. I also learned something very important from him. He talked to everyone and treated even those ‘below-the-line’ workers equally. He was kind to the extras. I’ll never forget that.” Guest star on the “Murder She Roast” episode, Andrew Bilgore recalled, “I remember Steven Weber making me feel welcomed and even offering the use of his dressing room phone if needed. This made a big impression upon me and I always try to live up to his example toward guest cast.” Director Rick Beren had a most unusual Weber anecdote, “He wanted to buy my high-top leather shoes that I had specially made by Converse. I got them to make the shoes under the guise of needing them for Sam Malone on Cheers on which I also worked. Weber loved them and offered to buy them but respected me for saying no.” Writer Lissa Kapstrom said, “Brian was easy to write for — kind of goofy. Steven and I had an instant connection.” After eight seasons on Wings, Weber earned his own starring vehicle on NBC. It was originally called Cursed, but the network stepped in and said, “You can’t have a guy losing every week. There has to be some winning.” So, the show was altered quite a bit and the title changed to The Weber Show. Steven shared, “The show started out one way, people wanted it to go another way and I was all swept up in the glory of it all, having my own show. But it needed to be much better than it was. It was cool to be with a lot of old friends, however. Quite a few of the people I worked with on Wings [Lissa Kapstrom, Ellen Byron, Tommy Cole] came over to the new show. It made for an easier transition.” Brian Hackett was the only Wings character to surface on another series. He played Ajax’s long-lost brother on an episode of the animated series Duckman (although Brian was not animated and the scene took place in Joe’s office at the airport). Weber said, “I always loved doing voices for animation and even though I wasn’t animated in this one, I jumped at the chance. I don’t remember much about it beyond the fact that I did it.” Providing the voices for multiple characters on the animated Ultimate Spider-Man was much more memorable. His other series post-The Weber Show include Studio 60 on the Sunset Strip, Happy Town, Chasing Life, NCIS New Orleans, and most recently Indebted on NBC with Fran Drescher. Has he gotten to work with any of the Wings gang again? Weber said, “I saw Andy Ackerman and Rick Beren on Indebted, I’ve worked with Tony Shalhoub on Monk and Stark Raving Mad, Rebecca Schull on the ABC Family show Chasing Life, and Tim Daly on his hilarious on-line show The Daly Show.” Had Wings returned for a ninth season, or if there was ever a reboot Weber shared, “I would continue forever. Jobs like that are hard to come by — ones that are so much fun and are of great quality. In a heartbeat.”


    


    Amy Yasbeck


    Amy Marie Yasbeck was born in Blue Ash, Ohio on September 12, 1962. Her father was a butcher, and like Tony Shalhoub, of Lebanese descent. Both parents were already in their 40s when they had Amy, and both passed on while she was in her very early 20s. Amy’s first taste of stardom came as a child when she was featured with a shock of red hair on the box in which the famous Kenner Betty Crocker Easy Bake Oven came. After graduation she moved to New York to pursue an acting career. After guest shots on shows such as Dallas and China Beach, she briefly became a regular on Days of Our Lives, and then got to play the mermaid in the movie sequel Splash, Too. She joined the cast of Wings in Season Six as Helen’s elder sister, Casey Davenport — the rich, snooty one. In an early episode of the series titled “Terminal Christmas” Helen’s sister was referenced, but her first name was Lorraine (please see the inconsistencies section). Casey was short for Cassandra, and Helen’s parents always tended to prefer Casey because she was married to the very successful Stuart who earned a fortune in the corn pad industry. When Casey returns to Nantucket, she is separated and penniless. Yasbeck joined the show in 1994 and remained until the very end in 1997. Over that time, she and Brian (Steven Weber) had a relationship that was based solely on sexual attraction — they had nothing else in common. About those episodes, Weber said, “The episodes where Amy and I were together were hysterically funny and we had a ball doing them.” Her character eventually stops mooching off of Helen. She finds work first in the tourism industry and later in a department store. While they were still dating, Amy brought her significant other, John Ritter over to play her ex-husband, Stuart on a memorable Wings episode “Love Overboard.” Director Leonard R. Garner, Jr. said, “John and Amy were brilliant together. He was an incredible physical comedian.” Amy and John were wed in 1999, and only four years later on September 11, 2003, while on the set of his newest sitcom, 8 Simple Rules for Dating My Teenage Daughter, Ritter suffered what was thought to be a heart attack. When he died later that day the cause was found to be a previously undiagnosed congenital heart defect. After Wings Amy co-starred in a couple of short-lived sitcoms — Alright Already and Life on a Stick. The once very busy actress recently chose to slow things down, taking a break over the past few years to focus on and spend time with her family.

  


  
    The Main Characters


    


    Roy Peterman Biggins


    Played to perfection by the late David Schramm, Roy Peterman Biggins is the owner of Aeromass, the larger of two airlines operating at Nantucket Island’s Tom Nevers Field. Instigator Roy has seven planes, compared to the one owned by his only competitor, tiny Sandpiper Air, run by the flighty Hackett Brothers, Joe and Brian. Roy’s business was able to “get off the ground” because of money willed to him by an uncle. He wants to expand by having another hangar built, and never ceases to flaunt his success and business savvy to his “fly-by-night” competitors. His laugh resembles that of Muttley in the old Dastardly and Muttley cartoons. Despite his successes, he does feel threatened by Sandpiper and makes frequent attempts to purchase the company. He is jealous of Joe and Brian because of their youth, their looks, their success with the ladies, and their occasional charter flights (charters are the one nut he has yet to crack).


    A doppelganger for Oliver Hardy, Roy’s last name of Biggins is most apropos as he is big — a larger-than-life presence in the terminal who claims to have a cholesterol count of 325. The Oliver Hardy resemblance is reinforced in the episode titled “The Waxman Cometh.” Roy’s motto is, “If it’s green it’s trouble, if it’s fried get double.” He has chili for breakfast almost every morning. He played semi-pro football in his youth. Roy calls everyone by their surname (Hackett, Cochran, Chappel, Scarpacci, Lambert) and sometimes refers to zany Fay as Amelia Airhead, calls Joe “Sparky,” refers to Antonio as “Pastahead” or “Spaghettihead,” and sometimes uses the nickname “Sweetcakes” for Helen. He sees women as sex objects and has a collection of Playboy Magazines in his office. He is immediately aware if anyone has touched, taken or rearranged those magazines. He also has an erotic candle and decanter collection and often refers to women as chicks, dolls, skirts, dames, toots, babes and broads. He had a blow-up doll named Ramona — that is until she exploded. He loves the music of Slim Whitman and was born on Leap Day, February 29, 1948. Because his true birthday only comes around every four years he claims to be one-quarter of his actual age. His hairline has a bigger oil slick than the Exxon Valdez; his suits are cheap, tacky, loud and usually made of polyester. He wears Sansabelt slacks; and his home has orange shag carpeting and a picture of famous clown Emmett Kelly made out of macaroni shells. He is the butt of many jokes mostly from Brian, Helen and Fay.


    Roy is the poster boy for insurance fraud and tax evasion — setting up fake charities and lying about having 26 children as dependents. He also lies about the presence of life jackets under the seats of his planes. He is dishonest, conniving, a practical joker, cruel to his employees, very manipulative and full of bravado. Roy loves to rub peoples’ noses in their flaws, shortcomings, foibles and
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