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    To Luke,
Thanks for sharing your Custom Creations market stall idea with Paul. You're just as good with your hands as he is, Mr Handyman.
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Libby sat down at her kitchen table, a design notebook sprawled before her, pages filled with sketches and ideas for a wedding she had only begun to dream about with Paul. She could practically hear the soft strains of music from their first dance together, feel the warmth of their loved ones gathered in celebration, and see her daughter, Chloe, with a crown of flowers in her hair, twirling in pure joy.

Libby’s heart fluttered as she took a moment to consider everything she wanted for this special day—a day that deserved to be every bit as magical as the fairytales Chloe adored. Excitement bubbled inside her, and she couldn’t help but envision a wedding that would feel like a dream woven in starlight.

As she sat there, her thoughts drifted back to her first wedding with Daniel. It had been a small, intimate affair, nothing at all like the grand event she was now planning. There was no glittering ballroom or horse-drawn carriage—just a simple ceremony at the registry office surrounded by a handful of close friends and family. She had worn a modest lace maternity dress and carried a single gerbera, the whole day wrapped in a quiet, uncomplicated joy. She still remembered how, after the reception, she and Daniel had snuck away together, leaving behind the guests who were still lingering over cake and conversation, to sit by the lake, barefoot and laughing as they skipped stones across the water. It was perfect in its own way—a moment suspended in time, untouched by the realities of everyday life.

Yet, as sweet as those memories were, they seemed like a lifetime ago, part of a different version of herself. The Libby planning this new wedding was more confident, more self-assured, and wanted this day to reflect the woman she had become. This time, it should be an unforgettable celebration, not just for her and Paul, but for Chloe too. No more registry ceremonies—Libby wanted grandeur, sparkle, and the kind of magic that would make Chloe’s eyes light up in wonder.

“Mummy!” Chloe exclaimed, rushing into the room, her cheeks flushed with joy. “Can I help? Can we make it the most sparkly wedding ever?”

Libby beamed. “Of course, sweetheart, it’s our wedding! What do you think we should have?”

Chloe jumped up and down, her imagination bursting forth like fireworks. “Butterflies! And sparkles! Oh, and bubbles instead of confetti! It will be the best princess wedding!”

“Bubbles, yes!” Libby said, nodding enthusiastically. 

“And princesses need jewels. Lots of diamonds. All over your dress. You should sparkle, Mummy!”

“Crystals might be better, Mummy. They sparkle just as bright, and we can use the money for glass slippers!”

“Smart thinking, Mummy.” 

Libby chuckled. “Glass slippers it is! You can have a mini veil to match mine.”

“Yay!” Chloe squealed, her face lighting up with excitement. “Can I have a horse, too? Like Cinderella? Or a unicorn?”

Libby laughed, the vision of a horse-drawn carriage taking shape in her mind. “I’m not sure I can get a unicorn, but I might find a beautiful carriage. And a big ballroom for everyone to dance.”

Chloe clapped her hands, her blue eyes gleaming with the thrill of it all. “And I will dance with Sir Paul! He’ll be our knight! Can we have a cake like... like...”

“As tall as a tower?” Libby suggested, her heart swelling at Chloe’s boundless enthusiasm.

“Yes! And it has to have a rainbow!” Chloe shouted, hopping in place.

“As long as it’s a yummy flavour, I think we can make that happen.” Together, mother and daughter poured over ideas and dreams, sketching out their plans in vibrant colours that danced off the pages like magical sparks.

“Okay, what about flowers? We have to have flowers!” Libby said, excitement sparkling in her eyes. “What colour do you want?”

“Pink! No, purple! Or maybe both!” Chloe exclaimed, her tiny fingers tracing through the sketches as they continued to brainstorm. “And fairy lights! Can we have fairy lights everywhere, Mummy?”

“Absolutely!” Libby smiled, her heart swelling as she watched Chloe’s imagination take flight. “We can string them through the trees outside, and they’ll twinkle like stars.”

“Mummy, if we do that, it’ll look like our very own fairytale!” Chloe declared, bouncing in her seat with glee.

“Exactly! And we’ll make sure our guests feel like they’ve stepped into a magical land,” Libby replied















d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





d2d_images/cover.jpg
-
Renee Conoulty

==

ROCKABILLY ROMANCE #3





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





