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1. After Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the East arrived in Jerusalem

2. and asked, "Where is the newborn King of the Jews? We saw his star in the East* and have come to worship him."

3. When King Herod heard this, he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him.

4. Having gathered all the people's chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them where the Christ was to be born.

5. And they answered, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for so the prophet wrote:

6. ‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means the least among the principal cities of Judah; for out of you will come the leader who, like a shepherd, will lead Israel, my people’."

7. Then Herod called the Magi secretly and inquired of them regarding the exact time the star had appeared.

8. He sent them to Bethlehem and said, "Go and make exact inquiries about the child. As soon as you find him, let me know, so that I too may go and worship him."

9. After hearing the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen in the East went ahead of them, until finally it stopped over the place where the child was.

10. When they saw the star again, they were filled with joy.

11. Upon entering the house, they saw the child with Mary, his mother, and, prostrating themselves, they worshipped him. Then they opened their treasures and gave him gifts: gold, frankincense, and myrrh.

12. And, having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they went back to their own country by another way.

*Chinese records from 5 BC indicate that the phenomenon was a “broom star” — or “star with a tail”—that remained visible for around seventy days in some parts of the East.
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– What would it be like to have an intimate relationship in space? Does the absence of gravity help or hinder?

– The range of motion would have to be quite limited to avoid having to strap the individuals to a surface, which would ruin the whole zero-gravity sensation.

– Besides, you’ve probably noticed that blood pools in the head and chest, leaving little circulation for the extremities. It’ll remain nothing more than a fantasy.

Commander Alexei—our pilot with titanium limbs (literally, he has no legs) — chimes in:

– So, I have an advantage there. Since I don't have blood flowing to my lower limbs, there’s more blood available to keep the machine running.

Elena decides to join the conversation — since a relaxed atmosphere is essential for keeping crew morale high — and her input as a doctor will either confirm or refute what’s being discussed.

– To wrap things up, the male gamete would be completely disoriented by the lack of gravity; even if an egg were fertilized, it would be practically impossible for it to attach to the uterine wall, preventing implantation.

What kind of crazy conversation am I hearing over the intercom? Schizophrenia caused by radiation exposure? Is an alien virus taking over the Kosmos Pioneer crew? Is some extraterrestrial entity trying to communicate with us?

– Attention, crew! If any member is experiencing hallucinations related to activities involving a surge of hormones, I suggest you start praying more—or at least increase your dosage of anti-psychotic medication to prevent a psychotic break.

A year and a half in space, inside an aluminum can, eating nothing but dehydrated food and smelling the methane naturally expelled by the human body — which air purifiers can’t fully filter out — and on top of that, I have to put up with these two jokers.

“Mateus and Artur, you two are an explosive combination. I’m thinking of dropping you both off halfway to the Asteroid Belt and coming back for you only after the mission is done. How’s that sound?”

The rural side of Viktor’s childhood decided to chime in:

“They must’ve smoked horse manure when they were kids; this is a symptom of brain damage, only intensified by cosmic radiation.”

Sofia, our phlegmatic and calculating co-pilot, adds her two cents:

“It’s better than them leaping around like gazelles inside the module just to feel the effects of the angular velocity difference. I’d rather listen to nonsense than have to correct our course every minute.”

Of course, when a crew member jumps a meter inside the module, they can reduce the effects of the so-called “artificial gravity” — generated by spinning the entire assembly in a circle — by 10%, creating a sensation that lasts barely a second. Yet, in that moment, the jumper’s body feels as if it’s in freefall — like that first instant after a skydiver steps out of the plane door, before the body begins its dizzying downward acceleration.

It’s guaranteed fun that causes a negligible wobble in our spacecraft, though the effect could grow exponentially if everyone took up the habit repetitively. For Alexei and Sofia—who are responsible for navigation, fuel consumption, and internal discipline—the goal is to allow only brief moments of distraction before steering the crew’s bodies and minds back to more restrained activities.

We are the Kosmos Pioneer; we received funding from various private institutions (including Arab and Israeli ones) interested in our voyage—or rather, in the technologies we developed—with technical assistance from Russian state-owned enterprises and Brazilian government agencies. Our principal shareholder is the company Cometa Bottled Water, which had the audacity to claim that the water it sold came from comets.

All (or almost all) of Earth's water came from comets.

Is that so? Then prove it, said the judges presiding over the Totus Orbis Dominium Free Trade Tribunal, based in London.

Adsumus, Dominus. Mitenos! (Here we are, Lord. Send us!)

The space race to make the human species interplanetary has received a new boost: on the planets targeted for colonization, the presence or absence of water is no longer an issue, because we’re going to provide home delivery.

In short, we’re going to hunt down a nearby comet and bring it to wherever human bases need it.

Water is essential for life. Human, animal, plant, eternal... water is the natural element essential for performing Baptism (my parents told me that in 12th-century Scandinavia, children were baptized with beer or milk because water was scarce in winter, and Pope Gregory IX issued a decree declaring the sacrament void in these cases and stating that water was essential).

Even divine grace requires water to occur, which proves the fundamental importance of this element.

During the Age of Discovery, the Portuguese and Spanish made phenomenal discoveries — more important than proving the Earth was round: they encountered human life, a fundamental breakthrough for understanding how Homo sapiens has lived on the planet for tens of thousands of years. Where we (human beings) come from, and where we are going.

The majority of serious scientific reports (comprising ten percent of everything written on the subject) treated the topic with equal intensity. The possibility of discovering forms of life—even if only microbes—will finally answer the big question: how did life on Earth originate? Where do we (living beings) come from, and where are we going?

That is, in a nutshell, our mission. It combines economic and scientific factors. No one told us it would be impossible, so we accepted the challenge.

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Y – 24.7 Life Stories


[image: ]


Our spacecraft was assembled in Earth's orbit in several stages: fuel, life-support modules, nuclear reactors (solely for electrical power), transport vehicles (the Lyagushka, which mimics a frog, and the Pauk, which resembles a spider), and a few dozen thermonuclear warheads (intended as thrusters to alter the target comet's trajectory).

The optimal departure time occurs when Earth, the Moon, and the target—in this case, Comet Wild 2, which is set to pass near Mars in a few years—form a right-angled triangle, with the Moon positioned at the right angle.

Although looping around the Moon before aiming for the final destination adds distance, the Kosmos Pioneer accelerated toward the Moon just as the three points were aligning to form that triangle, covering the leg in a mere three days.

Next, we grazed our natural satellite along the triangle's outer edge to maximize the gravitational assist and executed the Oberth maneuver, accelerating at full thrust as the spacecraft approached the arc connecting the starting point (Earth) and the destination (the comet).

This allowed us to gain 20% more final velocity using the same amount of fuel, thanks to the lunar gravity slingshot effect. It was a longer path, yet much faster. Consequently, the journey will take just over a year to reach Mars and the asteroid belt; at that point, we will decelerate sharply and reverse our direction of travel to match the comet's speed and position. Until then, it is simply a matter of waiting.

Once we reached cruising speed—shortly after leaving the Moon's gravitational influence—we were able to configure the spacecraft's structure to generate artificial gravity. This simply involved spinning the module until it generated enough centripetal force to simulate Earth's gravity, much like the spacecraft in 2001: A Space Odyssey. Since every action generates a reaction in the opposite direction, the fuel tanks spin in the direction opposite to the module, balancing the system.

Ten people living together in this space for a year. More than enough time for everyone to get to know one another.

Alexei Volkov, a pilot—a war veteran with nerves and limbs of titanium. Alexei is the type of leader who speaks little, watching the controls and instruments as if they were the lines on his own palm. He

trusts the machine, but he trusts his own instincts even more.

Alexei Volkov was born in the frozen lands of Siberia, the son of a railway engineer and a meteorologist. From childhood, he learned to read storms before they even appeared on the horizon. His obsession with the sky led him to military aviation, where he distinguished himself as one of the coolest, most precise pilots of his generation.

During a fierce conflict in Crimean airspace, the Sukhoi-25 Alexei was piloting was struck by an anti-aircraft missile. Even with the engine ablaze and the cockpit losing pressure, he refused to eject until he had steered the aircraft away from a residential area. Alexei managed to maneuver and attempted a forced landing in an open field
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