
  
    [image: The Carpenter’s Obsession]
  



  	
	    
	      Also by Emma Bray

	    

      
	    
          
	      A Billionaire for Christmas

          
        
          
	          His for Christmas

          
        
          
	          His Christmas Treat

          
        
          
	          His Christmas Prize

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Belonging to Him Trilogy

          
        
          
	          The Chains That Bind

          
        
          
	          Bound in Silk

          
        
          
	          Bound in Matrimony

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Curvy Girl Romance Shorts

          
        
          
	          Curvy Girl for the Mountain Man

          
        
          
	          Curvy Girl for the Billionaire

          
        
          
	          Curvy Girl for the Mafia Daddy

          
        
          
	          Curvy Girl for the Best Friend

          
        
          
	          Curvy Girl for the Cowboy

          
        
          
	          Curvy Girl for the Cop

          
        
          
	          Curvy Girl for the Boss

          
        
          
	          Curvy Girl for Santa

          
        
          
	          Curvy Girl for the New Year

          
        
          
	          Curvy Girl for the Biker

          
        
          
	          Curvy Girl for the Firefighter

          
        
          
	          Curvy Girl for the Stepbrother

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Fauxmance Files

          
        
          
	          The #FakeBoyfriend Bet

          
        
          
	          The Ex-Girlfriend Agreement

          
        
          
	          The Love Clause

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Holiday Honeys

          
        
          
	          Unmasking the Billionaire

          
        
          
	          Santa's Obsession

          
        
          
	          Holiday Honeys

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Obsessed

          
        
          
	          The Beast's Obsession

          
        
          
	          The Billionaire's Bargain

          
        
          
	          His Forbidden Princess

          
        
          
	          The Mountain Man's Prize

          
        
          
	          Taken by the Outlaw

          
        
          
	          Her Father's Best Friend

          
        
          
	          His to Command

          
        
          
	          The Beast's Hidden Rose

          
        
          
	          The Mob Boss's Bride

          
        
          
	          The Beast's Captive Bride

          
        
          
	          The Firefighter's Claim

          
        
          
	          The Warrior King's Prize

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Possessive Billionaires

          
        
          
	          The Mobster's Obsession

          
        
          
	          The CEO's Obsession

          
        
          
	          The Billionaire's Obsession

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Scottish Stalkers

          
        
          
	          The Scotsman's Obsession

          
        
          
	          Stalked by the Scotsman

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Sinful Stepbrothers

          
        
          
	          Stepbrother Boss

          
        
          
	          Stepbrother Stalker

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Spicy Holiday Romances

          
        
          
	          Stalking in the Holidays

          
        
          
	          Stalking in the New Year

          
        
          
	          Stalker Santa

          
        
          
	          Kiss Me at Midnight

          
        
          
	          Rocky Christmas

          
        
          
	          Stuffed

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Spicy Vampire Romances

          
        
          
	          Stepbrother Mountain Man

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Stalker Sportsmen

          
        
          
	          The Basketball Player's Obsession

          
        
          
	          The Baseball Player's Obsession

          
        
          
	          The Football Player's Obsession

          
        
          
	          The Hockey Player's Obsession

          
        
          
	          Stalker Sportsmen: The Complete Series

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Stalking A–Z

          
        
          
	          Stalked by the Accountant

          
        
          
	          Stalked by the Bodyguard

          
        
          
	          Stalked by the Doctor

          
        
          
	          Stalked by the Executive

          
        
          
	          Stalked by the Farmer

          
        
          
	          Stalked by the Gamer

          
        
          
	          Stalked by the Hockey Player

          
        
          
	          Stalked by the Intern

          
        
          
	          Stalked by the Jock

          
        
          
	          Stalked by the King

          
        
          
	          Stalked by the Lawyer

          
        
          
	          Stalked by the Millionaire

          
        
          
	          Stalked by the Navy SEAL

          
        
          
	          Stalked by the Officer

          
        
          
	          Stalked by the Pilot

          
        
          
	          Stalked by the Quartermaster

          
        
          
	          Stalked by the Rancher

          
        
          
	          Stalked by the Soldier

          
        
          
	          Stalked by the Trucker

          
        
          
	          Stalked by the Umpire

          
        
          
	          Stalked by the Veteran

          
        
          
	          Stalked by the Wrestler

          
        
          
	          Stalked by the X-Ray Tech

          
        
          
	          Stalked by the Yacht Captain

          
        
          
	          Stalked by the Zookeeper

          
        
          
	          Stalking A–Z: The Complete Series

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Summer Love

          
        
          
	          Florida Sunshine

          
        
          
	          Georgia Peach

          
        
          
	          Tennessee Whiskey

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Sweet and Spicy Insta-love

          
        
          
	          The Stalker's Obsession

          
        
          
	          A Beauty for the Beast

          
        
          
	          The Professor's Obsession

          
        
          
	          Stalked by the Billionaire

          
        
          
	          Claiming the Runaway

          
        
          
	          The Doctor's Obsession

          
        
          
	          Lights, Camera, Love

          
        
          
	          Road Rage

          
        
          
	          Secrets

          
        
          
	          V-Day Auction

          
        
          
	          Stalked on Spring Break

          
        
          
	          Stalking Sophie

          
        
          
	          Taken by the Felon

          
        
          
	          The Devil's Obsession

          
        
          
	          Her Billionaire Stalker

          
        
          
	          The Nerd's Obsession

          
        
          
	          Trump Card

          
        
          
	          The Chauffeur's Obsession

          
        
          
	          The Preacher's Daughter

          
        
          
	          Stalked by the Mafia Prince

          
        
          
	          The Firefighter's Obsession

          
        
          
	          The Trainer's Obsession

          
        
          
	          Stalk Her Sweetly

          
        
          
	          The Girl Next Door

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Working Class Daddies

          
        
          
	          The Trucker's Obsession

          
        
          
	          The Mechanic's Obsession

          
        
          
	          The Plumber's Obsession

          
        
          
	          The Carpenter's Obsession

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Standalone

          
        
          
	          Sex and Candy

          
        
          
	          Fighting Ace

          
        
          
	          Holiday Ride

          
        
          
	          Hot Scottish Summer

          
        
          
	          Kiss Him, He's Irish

          
        
          
	          Paws Off

          
        
          
	          Soldier's Symphony

          
        
          
	          Stalked by the Irishman

          
        
          
	          Summer Love

          
        
          
	          Too Hot to Handle

          
        
          
	          Untapped Melody

          
        
          
	          Controlled by the Virgo

          
        
          
	          Uptown Girl

          
        
          
	          Bringing Home Mr. Wrong

          
        
      

      
    
    


  
    
      THE CARPENTER’S OBSESSION

      
        WORKING CLASS DADDIES

      

    

    
      
        EMMA BRAY

      

    

  


  
    
      Copyright © 2023 by Emma Bray

      All rights reserved.

      No part of this book may be reproduced in any form or by any electronic or mechanical means, including information storage and retrieval systems, without written permission from the author, except for the use of brief quotations in a book review.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            CONTENTS

          

        

      

    

    
    
      
        Chapter 1

      

      
        Chapter 2

      

      
        Chapter 3

      

      
        Chapter 4

      

      
        Chapter 5

      

      
        Epilogue

      

      
        Sex and Candy - Exclusive Freebie

      

    

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            CHAPTER ONE

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        John

      

      

      
      I run my hand along the smooth wood, admiring the grain.

      There's nothing like a completed job. Some people might say I'm too much of a perfectionist about what I do, but the magic is in the details, and I'm the kind of person who wants to make sure the job is done right the first time.

      Carpentry is my passion. Ever since I was a young boy, I was always right by my uncle's side with a hammer and a toolbox. I looked up to my Uncle Dave like he was the father I never had.

      Actually, I guess he was. The man raised me and taught me everything he knew, and now at the ripe age of thirty, I've been able to build my own business and become my own boss. I finally have the freedom to take on the projects I want to do and pass on the ones I don't, and I take pride in my work.

      I like making things beautiful. Sure, the bones of a place are important, but it's the detailing and all those finishing touches that make a house sparkle. The crown molding, the carvings around a doorway, built-in bookcases. All that shit is my jam.

      I pack up my toolbox and wipe my brow.

      I just moved into this place. I purposefully got something that I could renovate because I love the challenge. I work all day and then come home and take my time on transforming this place, trying to make myself something I've never had before.

      A home.

      Just as I'm about to head out to my shop out back, I hear a knock on the door. I look through the peephole and stop dead in my tracks when I see the most beautiful little angel I've ever laid eyes on standing on my porch.

      Christ, is this girl even legal? She can't be much out of her teens, but fucking hell, please let her be at least eighteen because if she's not, I should be shot with the thoughts I'm having about her.

      My eyes sweep over the long blonde hair cascading down her back and jade green eyes that seem to look right through me. She's wearing a tight red dress that hugs her curves in all the right places.

      "Can I help you?" I ask, my voice gruff.

      "I saw your sign outside," she says, her voice soft and sweet. "I'm looking for some custom shelving for my home office."

      I blink. Home office? Relief floods my chest. Then, she must at least be eighteen.

      "Sure thing, sweetheart, and just what do you do?"

      She smiles up at me. "I'm a writer."

      I blink again. "A writer? Wow. Anything I might have read?"

      Her cheeks turn a pretty shade of pink before she bites her bottom lip and glances down. "Probably not."

      I can feel my heart racing in my chest. There's something about this woman that has me completely captivated. I try to play it cool, but I can't help the way I feel.

      "Why don't you come in, and we can discuss your project?"

      She smiles at me, and my knees go weak. As she steps inside, I catch a whiff of her scent. I assume it's perfume, but it could just be her. She smells sweet and innocent—like ripe berries.

      It's making me dizzy.

      We sit down at my desk, and I take out my notebook and pen. She starts telling me about her home office, but I'm barely listening. All I can do is stare, mesmerized, at the way her lips move.

      Imagine the way they would feel under my own...

      How they would feel wrapped around my cock...

      "Are you okay?" she asks, looking at me with concern.

      I shake my head. "How old are you?"

      She blinks at the suddenness of the question before she answers, "Almost nineteen."

      I close my eyes. "Christ," I murmur.

      When I open my eyes again, those beautiful jade pools of hers are staring directly at me. "How old are you?"

      The way she bats my question right back at me catches me off guard, and I run a hand through my hair as I let out a nervous laugh. "Thirty." Way too fucking old for a sweet teenager like you.

      Tell that to my dick, though. The fucker is straining against my zipper like a bloodhound with a scent.

      I try to ignore the way this woman has my cock aching. Instead, I focus on her request.

      "So, you want me to build you some shelves," I say, trying to keep my voice even.

      She nods. "Yeah, I want to have my very own library for all my books and those by my favorite authors. I've already run out of shelf space on the store-bought bookcases my parents bought me when I was a girl."

      "Oh, do you still live with your parents?" I realize I'm probably being rude as fuck with my probing questions, but I can't help it. I want to learn everything I can about this girl.

      Her eyes take on a look of sadness. "No, they died when I was sixteen, but they left me their house. My aunt came and stayed with me when I was a minor so I wouldn't have to leave it, but as soon as I turned eighteen, I've been staying there on my own, fixing the place up, trying to make it something they would have been proud of."

      My heart goes out to her. I know what it's like to grow up without parents, and while she had hers for a time, maybe that was harder because she knows exactly what she's missing, whereas all I could ever do was imagine.

      "I'm sorry..." I raise an eyebrow at her and leave my sentence hanging, hoping to prompt her for a name.

      "Oh," she blushes. "I'm so sorry. Here I just barged into your space and didn't even introduce myself. I'm Melanie."

      "Melanie," I repeat, savoring the way each syllable rolls off my tongue. It's a beautiful name, musical and graceful—just like her.

      "I'm John," I tell her my own name, and my cock damn near explodes in my pants when she repeats my name the way I did hers.

      Fuck, I've never loved the sound of my name, but hearing it spoken in this sweet girl's voice is enough to have me jizzing in my pants.

      Thank fuck she can't see the way I have to grip my cock under my desk to keep myself from doing just that. I bite back a groan as I feel the precum traveling up my stalk.

      "I’m your next door neighbor." She leans back slightly in her seat, and I see something that causes my dick to literally leap in my pants.

      Her nipples are hard, visible through her dress, and I have to fight the urge to drag her into my lap and suckle on them. I can't help but wonder if she's wet, too.

      It makes all kinds of dirty thoughts run through my mind as I imagine her slick pussy sliding on my cock, but I can't take the chance of scaring her away.

      And holy fuck, this sweet thing has been next door all along? I've only been here a couple of weeks, but how the hell did I not notice her?

      "I'm sorry I haven't introduced myself before now," I tell her.

      She shakes her head, "No
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