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Preface

I first met Homer and Alexander fourteen years ago and for different reasons I have been intrigued by them ever since; if any one reader puts down this book with a wish to read Homer or with a sense of what it might have been like to have followed Alexander, I will not have written to no purpose. I have not aimed at any particular class of reader, because I do not believe that such classes exist; I have written self-indulgently, as I myself like to read about the past. I do not like the proper names of nonentities, numbered dates of unknown years or refutations of other men’s views. The past, like the present, is made up of seasons and of faces, feelings, disappointments and things seen. I am bored by institutions and I do not believe in structures. Others may disagree.

This is not a biography nor does it pretend to certainty in Alexander’s name. More than twenty contemporaries wrote books on Alexander and not one of them survives. They are known by quotations from later authors, not one of whom preserved the original wording: these later authors are themselves only known from the manuscripts of even later copyists and in the four main sources these manuscripts are not complete. The most detailed history goes back to only one manuscript, whose text cannot be checked; another, much used, has often been copied illegibly. Alexander left no informal letter which is genuine beyond dispute and the two known extracts from his formal documents both concern points of politics. On the enemy side his name survives in a Lycian grave-inscription, in Babylonian tablets on building work and astronomy and in Egyptian captions to temple dedications. It is a naive belief that the distant past can be recovered from written texts, but even the written evidence for Alexander is scarce and often peculiar. Nonetheless, 1,472 books and articles are known to me on the subject in the past century and a half, many of which adopt a confident tone and can be dismissed for that alone. Augustine, Cicero and perhaps the emperor Julian are the only figures from antiquity whose biography can be attempted, and Alexander is not among them. This book is a search, not a story, and any reader who takes it as a full picture of Alexander’s life has begun with the wrong suppositions.

I have many debts, none more lasting than the generous support and complete freedom from duties which I have enjoyed first as an undergraduate, then as a Fellow at Magdalen College, Oxford. During my time there, Mr C. E. Stevens first showed me that history did not have to be dull to be true. Mr G. E. M. de Sainte Croix revived my interest in Alexander and fed it with many intriguing insights into the classical past. Dr J. K. Davies has been a constant source of suggestion and shrewd comment. Dr A. D. H. Bivar directed me to Iranian problems which have since become a primary enticement. The lectures of the late Stefan Weinstock on Roman religion raised much that I wanted to ask of Alexander and his remarkable book on Caesar would have raised even more if I had been able to take it into full account. But at a time when so much of ancient history is a desert, I have gained most from the lectures and writings of Mr Peter Brown; it is my great regret that there is not the evidence to begin to treat Alexander’s age as he has treated late antiquity.

I am grateful to The Hogarth Press and Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, New York, for permission to reproduce the poem ‘In the Year 200 B.C.’ from The Complete Poems of C. P. Cavafy translated by Rae Dalven and to Faber & Faber Ltd and Random House Inc., New York, for permission to quote from W. H. Auden’s poem The Shield of Achilles.

Other debts are more personal. Like Alexander’s treasurer, I have been helped through solitary years by a garden and a lady, and in both respects I have been more fortunate. The garden has grown more obligingly and the lady, though not a goddess, is at least my wife.





When Alexander’s sarcophagus was brought from its shrine, Augustus gazed at the body, then laid a crown of gold on its glass case and scattered some flowers to pay his respects. When they asked if he would like to see Ptolemy too, ‘I wished to see a king,’ he replied, ‘I did not wish to see corpses.’

Suetonius, Life of Augustus, 18.1

As for the exact thoughts in Alexander’s mind, I am neither able nor concerned to guess them, but this I think I can state, that nothing common or mean would have been his intention; he would not have remained content with any of his conquests, not even if he had added the British Isles to Europe; he would always have searched beyond for something unknown, and if there had been no other competition, he would have competed against himself.

Arrian (c. A.D. 150), Alexander’s Expedition, 7.1






Part One




FLUELLEN

I think it is in Macedon where Alexander is porn. I tell you, captain, if you look in the maps of the ‘orld, I warrant you shall find, in the comparisons between Macedon and Monmouth, that the situations, look you, is both alike. There is a river in Macedon, and there is also moreover a river at Monmouth: it is called Wye at Monmouth; but it is out of my prains what is the name of the other river; but ‘tis all one, ‘tis alike as my fingers is to my fingers, and there is salmons in both.

Henry V, IV, vii




CHAPTER ONE

Two thousand three hundred years ago, in the autumn of 336 B.C., the king of the Macedonians was celebrating another royal wedding. For King Philip marriage was nothing new, as he had already lived with at least seven wives of varying rank, but he had never been father of the bride before; he was giving away his daughter to the young client king of Epirus who lived beyond the western border of his kingdom. There was no romance about their marriage: the bridegroom was the bride’s own uncle. But the Greeks, correctly, saw neither danger nor distaste in a liaison with a niece, and for Philip, who had mostly combined his passions with sound politics, it was a convenient moment to settle a daughter within his own court circle and bind the neighbouring king to a close and approved relationship.

The occasion was planned for magnificence, and the guests were meant to find it to their liking. The Macedonian kings had long claimed to be of Greek descent, but Greeks had not always been convinced by these northerners’ insistence and to his enemies Philip was no better than a foreign outsider. Two years before, Philip had conquered the last of his Greek opponents and become the first king to control the cities of mainland Greece; these cities, he had arranged, were to be his allies, allies who shared in a common peace and acknowledged him as Leader, a novel title which confirmed that his conquest was incidental to a grander ambition. As a Leader of Greek allies, Philip did not mean to stay and oppress the cities he occupied, but to march with Greeks against an enemy abroad. In the spring before the wedding he had lived up to his title and sent an advance army eastwards to fight with the Persian Empire in Asia. Now, in high summer, the full invasion awaited him, his allied Greek council had elected him to its supreme command, and his daughter’s wedding was his chance for a splendid farewell. Foreign friends had been invited from conquests which stretched from the Black Sea to the coast of the Adriatic, from the Danube to the southern tip of Greece: Greek guests were coming north to see inside the Macedonian kingdom, and this wedding of niece and uncle might help to persuade them that their Macedonian Leader was less of a tyrant than they had so far protested.

But Greeks and Greek opinion were not Philip’s only concern. Uneasy memories stirred nearer home, recalling his own last wedding in Macedonia more than a year ago and how it had split the royal family by its sudden implications. On the verge of middle age, Philip had fallen in love with Eurydice, a girl from a noble Macedonian family, and had decided to marry her, perhaps because she was found to be bearing his child, perhaps, too, because her relations were powerful in the court and army. His five other wives had watched the affair with indifference, but his queen Olympias could not dismiss it as another triviality among the many of the past. As mother of Alexander, Philip’s only competent son, and as princess of neighbouring Epirus, she had deserved her recognition as queen of Macedonia for the past twenty years. But Eurydice was a Macedonian, and an affair of the heart; children from a Macedonian girl, not a foreign Epirote princess, could upset Olympias’s plans for her own son’s succession, and as soon as the two wives’ families had met for the wedding banquet, that very suggestion had been voiced by Eurydice’s uncle. A brawl had begun, and Alexander had drawn his sword on Philip; he and Olympias had fled the court, and although he had soon returned, she had gone to her native Epirus, and stayed there. Eurydice, meanwhile, had borne a daughter whom Philip had given the name of Europe; in the autumn, she had conceived again. Now, days before Philip’s farewell for Asia, she had delivered him a son, and as Philip’s foreign guests arrived for his wedding celebrations, the court and royal family were alive to a shift in the balance of favour. The baby had capped it all: it seemed impossible now for Olympias to return to her old authority.

Even in her absence Olympias had retained two claims on Philip’s respect; her son Alexander and her kinship with neighbouring Epirus. One, her son, was no longer unique, and the other, her Epirote kinship, was about to be confounded by Philip’s farewell wedding. It was a neat but complicated matter. Olympias was mother of the bride and elder sister to the bridegroom, but their marriage went flatly against her interests; that was why Philip had promoted it. Her brother, the bridegroom, was also the king of Epirus to whom she had fled for revenge on Philip’s remarriage; she found no help, for he had spent his youth at the Macedonian court, where gossip suggested that Philip had once been his lover, and he owed his kingdom to Philip’s intrigues only five years before. By agreeing to marry his niece and become Philip’s son-in-law, he had compounded Olympias’s injury. Political custom required that Philip should be linked by marriage to his neighbouring subjects in Epirus and Olympias had met this need for the past twenty years as an Epirote princess. But if her brother, the King of Epirus, were to marry into Philip’s family she would not be required for Philip’s politics or private life. At the celebrations in Macedonia’s old royal capital, the wedding guests were to witness more than their Leader’s farewell. They were assisting at the last rejection of his queen Olympias, planned to settle his home kingdom and its borders before he left for Asia.

They had come to Aigai, the oldest palace in Macedon and a site which has long eluded its modern searchers. The palace, in fact, has long been discovered and only the name has been misapplied. Aigai is not to be found on the steep green hillside of modern Edessa beside the mountain ranges of Bermion and Barnous, where the waterfalls plunge far into the orchards below and where no archaeologist has found any more proof than a city wall of the Aigai placed there by modern Greek maps; it is the long-known palace of Vergina away to the south, where the Macedonian tombs begin a thousand years before Philip and the northern foothills of mount Olympus still turn back the clouds from the brown plain of lower Macedonia, a trick of the weather which a Greek visitor to Philip’s Aigai observed as a local peculiarity. Vergina’s palace now shows the mosaics and ground plan of later kings, but Philip’s ancestral palace must have lain beside it, easily reached from the Greek frontier to which his wedding guests had travelled by boat and horse; a brief ride inland would have brought them to the edge of Macedonia’s first flat plain, and they would have seen no further into this land which they knew for its silver-fir forests, free-ranging horses and kings who broke their word and never died a peaceful death.

The wedding that brought them was planned, they found, in their own Greek style. There were banquets and athletic games, prizes for artists of all kinds and recitations by famous Athenian actors who had long been favoured as guests and envoys at Philip’s court. For several days the Macedonians’ strong red wine flowed freely, and golden crowns were paid to Philip by allied Greek cities who knew where their advantage lay. They were rewarded with happy news from home and abroad. In Greece, the Delphic oracle had long pressed Philip’s cause and its prophecy for his invasion seemed all the more favourable in the light of eastern despatches. His expeditionary force had been welcomed by the Persians’ Greek subjects far down the coast of Asia Minor; there were native upheavals in Egypt, and it was rumoured that away in the Persians’ palace of Susa, a royal eunuch had poisoned the former king of the Persians, whereupon he had offered the throne first to a prince, whom he also poisoned, and then to a lesser courtier, now acknowledged as King Darius III. The ending of the old royal line by a double poisoning would not encourage Persian governors to defend their empire’s western fringes, and further success in Asia was likely. It was a pleasing prospect, and when the wedding ceremony was over, Philip, Leader of the Greeks, announced a show of his own; tomorrow, in Aigai’s theatre, the games would begin with a solemn procession, and seats must be taken by sunrise.

At dawn the images of the twelve Greek gods of Olympus, worked by the finest Greek craftsmen, would be escorted before the audience; in the city life of the classical world, few occasions would prove more lasting than the long slow procession in honour of the gods, and it was only natural that Philip remained true to this deep tradition. But he had added a less familiar feature, for a statue of himself was to be enthroned among those of the immortals: it was a bold comparison, and it would not have seemed odious to his chosen guests. Greeks had received honours equal to those of the gods before and already in Greek cities there were hints that Philip would be worshipped in his lifetime for his powers of benefaction. Grateful subjects believed him to be specially protected by Zeus, ancestor of the Macedonian kings, and it was easy to liken his black-bearded portrait to that of the king of the gods or to display it prominently in local temples. The sacred enthronement of his statute may have been Philip’s own innovation, but his explicit aim was to please his Greek guests, not to shock them by any impiety. He succeeded, for his example at Aigai became a custom, passing to the Macedonian kings who were later worshipped in Greek Asia, from them to Julius Caesar and so to the emperors of Rome.

As the images were carried into the arena, Philip ordered his bodyguards to leave him, for it would not be proper to appear in public among armed men, the mark of a tyrant, not an allied leader. Only two young princes were to accompany him, Alexander his son by Olympias and Alexander king of Epirus, whose wedding had just been celebrated: between his son and son-in-law, King Philip began to walk forwards, settling his white cloak about a body which showed the many wounds of twenty years’ fighting, one-eyed, black-bearded, a man whom Greek visitors had praised for his beauty scarcely ten years before.

He was never to reach his audience. By the theatre entrance, a young bodyguard had disobeyed his orders and lingered, unnoticed, behind his fellow officers; as Philip approached, the man moved to seize him, stabbing him and driving a short Celtic dagger into his ribs. Then he ran, using the start which utter surprise had given him; those royal bodyguards who did not race in pursuit hurried to where Philip lay. But there was no hope, for Philip was dead and Pausanias the bodyguard from the westerly hill kingdom of Orestis had taken his revenge.

At the town gates, horses and helpers were waiting by arrangement, and Pausanias seemed certain to escape. Only a few strides more and he would have been among them, but he overreached in his haste to jump astride; tripping, he fell, for his boot had caught in the trailing stem of a vine. At once three of his pursuers were on him, all of them highland nobles, one from his own kingdom. But familiarity meant nothing and they killed him, some said, then and there; others claimed more plausibly that they dragged him back to the theatre where he could be questioned for accomplices and then condemned to death. By a usual Greek punishment for robbers and murderers, five iron clamps were fixed to a wooden board round his neck, arms and legs and he was left to starve in public before his corpse was taken down for burial.

‘Wreathed is the bull; the end is near, the sacrificer is at hand’: Philip’s sudden murder seemed a mystery to his guests and in mysteries the Delphic oracle was believed once more to have told the only truth. The oracle, men later said, had given this response to Philip in the spring before his murder; the bull, he thought, meant the Persian king, the sacrificer himself, and the oracle’s verse confirmed that his invasion of Asia would succeed. To Apollo, god of the oracle, the bull was Philip, wreathed for his daughter’s wedding, and the sacrificer was Pausanias; the response came true, but an oracle is not an explanation, and in history, especially the history of a murder, it is not only important to know what will happen. It is also important to know why.

Amid much gossip and confusion, only one contemporary account survives of Pausanias’s motives. Philip’s murder, wrote Aristotle the philosopher, was a personal affair, and as Aristotle had lived at the Macedonian court where he tutored the royal family, his judgement deserves to be considered: Pausanias killed the king ‘because he had been abused by the followers of Attalus’, uncle of Philip’s new wife Eurydice and therefore high in Philip’s esteem. Others knew the story more fully, and some fifty years later, it had grown and gained implausibilities: Pausanias, they said, had been Philip’s lover, until jealousy involved him in a quarrel with Attalus, not a nobleman to be affronted lightly. Attalus invited Pausanias to dinner, made him hopelessly drunk and gave him to the keepers of his mules to assault according to their fancy: Pausanias had sought revenge from Philip, but Philip was not to be turned against his new bride’s uncle, so he ignored the complaints. Soon afterwards, Attalus had been sent to command the advance invasion of Asia, and Pausanias was said to have turned against the only target who remained in Macedonia: in a fit of irresponsible revenge, he had killed the king who had let him down.

Pausanias’s grievance may perhaps be true, but the story which Aristotle sponsored is not a full or sufficient explanation. He mentions it in passing, in a philosophical book where Philip’s murder is only one of a series of contemporary events which he can otherwise be shown to have judged too shallowly for history; he knew Macedonia well, though only as a court official, and in the matter of Pausanias it is not hard to criticize his judgement. Even if Pausanias was as unbalanced as most assassins, it was strange that he should have picked on Philip when avenging a sexual outrage allegedly sustained many weeks before from another man; too many crimes have been wrongly explained by Greek gossip as due to homosexuality for one more example to carry much conviction. There was cause, perhaps, for the story’s origin; within weeks of Philip’s death, Attalus would be murdered in Asia on the orders of Alexander, Philip’s heir and Aristotle’s former pupil. Possibly the new king’s friends had blamed Pausanias’s crime on the arrogance of an enemy who could no longer answer back; officially, they may have put it about that Attalus had raped Pausanias, and Aristotle believed them, involving Attalus in a murder for which he was not responsible; other enemies of the king can be proved to have been similarly defamed, and there was no name more hateful to Alexander’s friends than that of Attalus.

A different approach is possible, taken from the murder’s timing and its beneficiaries, both of them broad arguments but backed by facts in Pausanias’s background which owe nothing to Attalus or tales of unrequited love. Pausanias was a nobleman from the far western marches of Macedonia whose tribes had only been added to the kingdom during Philip’s reign; he was not a true Macedonian at all, for his tribesmen had previously paid allegiance to Epirus beyond the border and called themselves by an Epirote name. But Epirus was Olympias’s home and place of refuge: she could claim past kinship with Pausanias’s people, accessible even in her exile, and she might not have found it hard to work on a nobleman whom Philip had recruited away from his local friendships. The puzzle was the timing of the murder, for a Macedonian seeking revenge would not naturally wait to kill Philip at a family wedding festival, in full view of a foreign public; Pausanias, some said, was one of the seven Royal Bodyguards, and if so, he would have had many chances of a murder in private. But for Olympias, the murder had been timed and planned ideally; Philip was killed at the wedding designed to discard her, within days of the birth of Eurydice’s son and within hours of the family marriage which had made her Epirote ancestry irrelevant. No sooner was Philip dead than her own son Alexander could take the kingdom from rivals and restore her to her former influence. Officially, Pausanias’s outburst could be laid to Attalus’s charge; Olympias, perhaps, may have known that it had begun from more desperate instigation.

Of the murder’s convenience Olympias is said to have allowed no doubt:


On the same night that she returned to Macedonia, she placed a golden crown on Pausanias’s head, though he was still hanging on his murderer’s stake: a few days later, she took down his body and burnt it over the remains of her dead husband. She built a mound there for Pausanias and saw that the people offered yearly sacrifices at it, having drummed them full of superstition. Under her maiden name, she dedicated to Apollo the sword with which Philip had been stabbed: all this was done so openly that she seemed to be afraid that the crime might not be agreed to have been her work.



This may be exaggerated, but there is no reason to dismiss all its detail as false or as malicious rumour; its source cannot be checked independently, but Olympias was a woman of wild emotion, who would later show no scruple in murdering family rivals who threatened her. Gratitude alone cannot incriminate her but it is one more generality that involved her in what Aristotle, perhaps on purpose, failed to explain.

These generalities can be extended. Pausanias had evidently been assisted, not least by the men who waited with his other horses, and if Olympias had been his adviser, she could not have rested content with the mere fact of the crime. She was plotting for her return, and only her son, Philip’s probable heir, could have guaranteed it. If she had reason to turn to Pausanias, she had reason to turn to her son Alexander, and though no remotely reliable evidence was ever cited against him, it is proper to consider his position too.

A year before, when Philip had married Eurydice, Alexander had quarrelled sharply with his father and followed his mother into retreat; he had soon been reconciled and restored to favour, as his presence at Philip’s side on the day of the murder confirms, but he had not lived securely through the months since his return. Despite his age, ability still marked him out as Philip’s probable successor, but he was living under the disgrace of Olympias’s dismissal; too anxious for his own inheritance, he had recently caused his closest friends to be exiled, and when Eurydice bore a son his fears can only have gained in urgency. It had already been said by Attalus that Eurydice’s son would be more legitimate than those by other wives and though the boy was only an infant, he had powerful relations to help him to a throne which had never passed on principle to the eldest son. He was a threat, though perhaps not an immediate one, but when Philip was murdered, Attalus was conveniently far away in Asia and the boy was only a few weeks old. No sooner was Alexander king than the baby was killed and Attalus assassinated as a traitor too far from court to rally his friends.

Fears for the succession had twice divided Alexander from Philip, but it is one thing to profit as a father’s heir, quite another to kill him for the sake of his inheritance. At most Alexander was later suspected by Greek gossip; there was no evidence whatsoever against him, and theories about his presumed ruthlessness can hardly fill such a gap. A ruthless parricide would have done better to encourage a secret coup, so much safer and neater for the seizure of a throne which nearly proved elusive. A wedding festival for foreign guests was an absurdly clumsy moment for Philip’s aspiring heir to stage his murder, as its witnesses would quickly spread the news and inflame the many foreign subjects he would have to retain. Alexander’s first year as king showed what dangers this could mean. Whether Alexander could ever have brought himself to connive at Philip’s murder is a question which only faith or prejudice can pretend to answer; they had quarrelled, certainly, but Alexander had also saved his father’s life on a previous occasion, and there is no evidence to prove that he hated Philip’s memory, let alone that he claimed credit for his death. Arguments from timing and benefit make Olympias’s guilt a probability, Alexander’s only a speculation; it is more relevant, as Alexander himself was aware, that they could be applied no less forcefully elsewhere.

‘The Persians say that nobody yet has killed his own father or mother, but that whenever such a crime seems to have happened, then it is inevitable that inquiry will prove that the so-called son was either adopted or illegitimate. For they say it is unthinkable that a true parent should ever be killed by his true son.’ To the Persians, as seen by a Greek observer, Alexander’s complicity would have been unthinkable on a point of human principle; to Alexander it was excluded on stronger grounds. The Persians, he said, had designed the murder themselves. ‘My father died from conspirators whom you and your people have organized, as you have boasted in your letters to one and all’: so Alexander would write in a published despatch to the Persian king four years later, and the reference to public letters proves that the Persians’ boast, at least, was a fact of history. If benefit alone is a proof of guilt, then the Persians had as much reason to murder Philip as did any outraged wife or son, for their empire, an easy eleven days’ march from Macedonia, had just been invaded, and if Philip could be killed, his army could be expected to fall apart in the usual family quarrels. Persian boasts, however, are no guarantee of the truth, especially when they could have been made to attract allies against Philip’s heir. Of the murder’s beneficiaries, at home and abroad, it is Olympias who remains most suspect; her guilt will never be proved, and the role of her son should not be guessed, but it is all too plausible that Philip was murdered by the wife he had tried to discard.

If the murder can be questioned, it is wrong to imply it can ever be solved, for even to contemporaries it remained a famous mystery. Not so its likely effects, for Philip was dead, the ‘man whose like had never been seen in Europe’, and there was no reason to suppose that his twenty-year-old son would ever claim his inheritance from the feuds of brother against brother, father against son which a change of king had always inspired. But within five years, that same boy would have left his father’s extraordinary achievements far behind; he could look back on Philip, fairly, as a lesser man: he had overthrown an empire which had stood for two hundred years; he had become a thousand times richer than any man in the world, and he was ready for a march which seemed superhuman to those who freely worshipped him as a god. History has often seemed the study of facts beyond our control. With Alexander it would come to depend on the whims and choices of a twenty-five-year-old man, who ended by ruling some two million square miles.

If his effects, necessarily, were swift, their consequences would prove more lasting. ‘We sit round our sea,’ Socrates the philosopher had told his friends, ‘like frogs around a frog-pond.’ Greek art had already reached to Paris; Greeks had worked as craftsmen near modern Munich or lived in the lagoons of the Adriatic south of Venice, but no Greek from the mainland had ever been east of Susa or visited the steppes of central Asia, and the frog-pond remained the Mediterranean sea. As a result of Alexander, Greek athletics would come to be performed in the burning heat of the Persian gulf; the tale of the Trojan horse would be told on the Oxus and among the natives of the Punjab; far from the frog-pond, Greeks would practise as Buddhists and Homer would be translated into an Indian language; when a north-west Indian city came to be excavated, the love story of Cupid and Psyche was found to have been carved on ivory and left beside the elephant-goads of a local Indian mahout. Alexander’s story does not end with warfare or with the problems of his personality; had he chosen differently, the ground would never have been cleared for a whole new strand in Asia to grow from his army’s reaping.

Personally, his fascination was more immediate, and least of all did it die with him. His tent, his ring, his cups, his horse or his corpse remained the ambition of successors who even imitated the way he had held his head. One example can serve for them all, for once, on the eve of battle he appeared in a dream to Pyrrhus, boldest of Greek generals, and when Pyrrhus asked what help a ghost could promise, ‘I lend you’, he answered, ‘my name.’ True to the story, it was the name which retained a living fascination for two thousand years. It attracted the youthful Pompey, who aspired to it even in his dress; it was toyed with by the young Augustus, and it was used against the emperor Trajan; among poets, Petrarch attacked it, Shakespeare saw through it; Christians resented it, pagans maintained it, but to a Victorian bishop it seemed the most admirable name in the world. Grandeur could not resist it; Louis XIV, when young, danced as Alexander in a ballet; Michelangelo laid out the square on Rome’s Capitol in the design of Alexander’s shield; Napoleon kept Alexander’s history as bedside reading, though it is only a legend that he dressed every morning before a painting of Alexander’s grandest victory. As a name, it had the spell of youth and glory: it was Julius Caesar who once looked up from a history of Alexander, thought for a while and then burst into tears ‘because Alexander had died at the age of thirty-two, king of so many peoples, and he himself had not yet achieved any brilliant success’.

Alexander, then, is that rare and complex figure, a hero, and in his own lifetime, he wished to be seen as the rival of his society’s heroic ideal. Through the continual interest of the educated West in the Greek past and through the spread, mostly in Oriental languages, of a legendary romance of Alexander’s exploits, his fame reached from Iceland to China; the Well of Immortality, submarines, the Valley of Diamonds and the invention of a flying machine are only a few of the fictitious adventures which became linked with his name in a process which each age continued according to its preoccupations; when the Three Kings of the Orient came to pay homage to Jesus, Melchior’s gold, said Jewish legend, was in fact an offering from Alexander’s treasure. Nor has he been forgotten by ordinary men at either end of his empire. Because of the spread of the Romance of Alexanderfn1, there are Afghan chieftains who still claim to be descended from his blood. Seventy years ago they would go to war with the red flag they believed to be his banner, while on stormy nights in the Aegean, the island fishermen of Lesbos still shout down the sea with their question, ‘Where is Alexander the Great?’, and on giving their calming answer, ‘Alexander the Great lives and is King’, they rest assured that the waves will subside.

‘But where is Alexander, the soldier Alexander?’ Neither fame nor legend has helped his history, and the young man who first took power from a murder at Aigai has been lost among varying stories and an array of half-reported histories. More than twenty contemporaries wrote of his career, but not one of their books survives in its original and only one extract from a letter of Alexander is genuine beyond dispute. Four hundred years or more after his death, two historians and two abbreviators interwove or cut down his original histories and it is from their long narratives that his life must mostly be recovered. Writing under the Roman empire, they did not understand Alexander’s age, and it is as if the history of Tudor England could only be recovered from Macaulay’s essays and the histories of Hume the philosopher. And yet by minute comparison, their originals’ outline can mostly be mapped out and art and inscriptions can help to discount their prejudices; they yield a picture and by building a frame from each of the societies in which Alexander moved, this picture can often be set in a convincing perspective. Alexander is the subject for a search, not a story, for such was the style and content of his first written histories that any confident narrative can only be disreputable. Still less is he a lesson or a moral warning. To study the past for human folly or popular superstition is only to be patronizing about our own same hopes and fears, expressed in a different society. The merit of ancient Greek history is not as a moral sermon, but as a study that reaches back through a vast passage of time; it is still possible to share what men, even Alexander, experienced at such a distance, and after two thousand years, the search, though never easy, is often vivid, always worthwhile.




CHAPTER TWO

The search for Alexander begins darkly but dramatically. When Philip was murdered, the Macedonian court could only expect another of the family struggles which had weakened their kingdom for the past hundred years; such struggles are seldom reported in detail, but clues can be found, often in the most unlikely places, and together they suggest a pattern, misleading perhaps by its thinness but consistent with the way in which Macedonian kings had always had to behave. First, the pattern needs a background.

Set on the northern borders of the Greek-speaking world, adjoining Europe’s tribesmen, Philip’s Macedonia was a broad patchwork of kingdoms, stitched together by conquest, marriage and the bribes and attractions of his rising fortune. At the time of Alexander’s birth, it would have seemed a land of impossible contrasts, and thirteen years of Philip’s energy had not altogether removed the differences of interest which had troubled previous kings. It was still a land of lowlands and highlands, which Philip and his ancestors ruled from the south-east plains, a fenland of the four great rivers which water the crops and the winter pasturage on their rich light loam. Marshy and densely forested, these fens and their bordering hills were a land for pioneers and Philip and his ancestors had attacked them with the necessary spirit. Drainage had channelled the flooding rivers for irrigation; roads had been cut through the dense pine-forests and pitch had been boiled from their logs by a native technique and sold to Greek shipbuilders in the timberless south; old gold mines had been seized on Philip’s eastern border and forced to yield a thousandfold by a mass of new slave labour and Greeks skills of extraction; wild oxen, bears and lions were hunted on horseback for sport and food; Macedonians near the coast had mastered the art of fly-fishing for trout on their rivers and had introduced the fig and olive to lands where they fruited twice yearly. ‘Lovely Emathia’ Homer had called these rolling plains, a fit home for herds of cattle; an old Macedonian dance mimed the life of the cattle-rustler, clearly the trade of many local farmers. Cattle had never abounded in Greece where meat was seldom tasted outside religious sacrifices; Macedon’s more frequent diet of meat may not be irrelevant to her toughness on the battlefield.
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These plains would be the envy of any Greek visitor who crossed their southern border by the narrow vale of Tempe and the foot of Mount Olympus. He would pass the frontier post of Heraclion, town of Heracles, and stop at the harbour-town of Dion, named after the Greek god Zeus, ancestor of the Macedonian kings, and site of a yearly nine-day festival of the arts in honour of Zeus and the nine Greek Muses. There he could walk through city gates in a wall of brick, down the paved length of a sacred way, between a theatre, gymnasiums and a temple with Doric pillars; suitably, the nearby villages were linked with the myth of Orpheus, the famous bard of Greek legend. He was still in a world of Greek gods and sacrifices, of Greek plays and Greek language, though the natives might speak Greek with a northern accent which hardened ‘ch’ into ‘g’, ‘th’ into ‘d’ and pronounced King Philip as ‘Bilip’.

Bearing on up the coast, he would find the plain no less abundant and the towns more defiantly Greek. The next two coast-towns on the shore of the Thermaic gulf had originally been settled by Greek emigrants, and ever since they had watched for a chance to cut free of the Macedonian court which had grown to control them. At times they succeeded and amid their vicissitudes, they remained towns of spirit, whose leaders were rich and whose middle class could equip themselves for war; they farmed the lush land around them, and the extra revenues which made them so desirable came from the sea and its traders. A recognized trade route ran west from the coast into Macedonia, and the coast-towns had courts with a system of law under which Greek traders were content to be tried; harbour-taxes were levied on the trade that passed through, and the rich would corner the valuable right to their yearly collection. They were not the last champions of Greek culture on the fringe of a barbarian world: the Macedonian palaces of Pella and Aigai lay close inland, linked to the coast by river, antiquity’s swiftest and cheapest method of heavy transport. They were accessible, therefore, and their patronage of the finest Greek artists had made their externals no less civilized than the coast towns which they coveted.

‘Nobody would go to Macedonia to see the king, but many would come far to see his palace …’; so Socrates was said to have remarked when refusing an invitation to escape from the death-sentence in Athens and retire to Macedonian Pella. At the turn of the century, the king was Archelaus whose patronage for Greek culture even exceeded his ancestors’ example and whose energy first moved the kingdom’s capital from Aigai north-east to Pella, a site more accessible to the sea and well set on his kingdom’s newly built roads. It was a lakeside city in those days, set on the River Loudias and equipped with a natural harbour where the river spread out into a muddy sheet of water. By the 380s, Pella was acknowledged as the largest town in Macedonia; Philip; of course, improved it, and within twenty years of Alexander’s death it would become a boom town on the profits of world-conquest, boasting temples and palaces over a hundred yards long with two or three grand courtyards each, whose colonnades of Greek pillars supported richly-painted friezes and mudbrick walls above marble thresholds and floors of pebble-patterned mosaic. It was a place where a man could banquet in surroundings that befitted the richest Greek taste; the large town houses were built round a central courtyard off which the reception-rooms opened, while a second storey housed bedrooms on the north side and cast a welcome shade in summer. These palatial houses are now well known from recent archaeology, and they probably belong soon after Alexander’s death. Alexander had been brought up in Archelaus’s older palace on the more westerly of Pella’s two hills, and its heavy marble pillars were as fashionably Greek as those of the later houses of the lower town. It was a cultured home, probably in the style of the palaces that succeeded it; one of their later mosaic floors probably took its design of centaurs from a painting which Archelaus had commissioned from a Greek master. These famous pebble-mosaics, also the work of Greek artists, were probably laid out soon after Alexander’s life at Pella, for one shows a hunting-scene from his career, another the god Dionysus, ancestor of the kings, another a lion-griffin attacking a stag, perhaps the royal seal of the kingdom or at least the emblem of Antipater whom Alexander left as his general in Macedonia. Though much admired, they come close to vulgarity; Archelaus’s older palace may well have had mosaics too, for the earliest known mosaics on the Greek mainland are to be found in the northern Greek city of Olynthus which had come within the influence of Macedonia’s palace, and their designs were developed from the schools of Greek painters whom Archelaus is known to have patronized. Except for a love of gardens, there is no finer test of a civilized man than his taste for paintings: in Alexander’s Macedonia, too often remembered for conquest, the pillared tombs of his nobility bear the first known trompe-l’oeil paintings in art history on their architectural façades, and in Aigai’s palace, the central courtyard may well have been laid out as a secret garden. In the new town of Philippi Philip’s Macedonian settlers, the ‘dregs of the kingdom’ as critics called them, had planted wild roses to soften the bleakness of a home on the distant Thracian coast.

Beyond these civilized plains of the coast and lowland where the Garden of Midas turned all to green, if not to gold, lay the ridges of Mounts Barnous and Bermion barred with snow and behind, to the west and north-west, a highland world of timbered glens and mountainous lakes which was far removed from the luxuries of coast and palace. Here men had always lived in tribes, not in towns, and their lakeside villages were often built on wooden stilts with only a dry-walled fort on a nearby waterless hilltop for refuge in case of invasion. Among Alexander’s officers and among later Macedonians, the distinction remained in the tribal titles by which they identified their homes; the highlanders were tribesmen, with none of the towns to which lowlanders claimed to belong. Each of their kingdoms was sealed like a capsule by the landscape and behind their cliffs’ defences, the tribal government of village chieftains survived for centuries, long outliving the dynasty of the lowland kings and their attempts to build frontier towns. Their timber, minerals, fisheries and upland grazing supported a dense population whose royal families each claimed descent from a different Greek hero. In the far south-west, adjoining Greek Thessaly, the Tymphiot tribesmen worshipped their own primitive form of Zeus, and until Philip won them over, they had no more belonged among Macedonians than the nearby Orestids who honoured their founder Orestes and had formerly joined with the western tribes of Epirus. Further north, round the lakes of Prespa and Kastoria and astride the main corridor-road from Europe, lived the rich and rebellious kings of Lyncestis who traced their origin to the notorious Bacchiad kings of Greek Corinth, as tight a family clique as any in seventh-century Greek history. These Bacchiads had been expelled from Corinth and fled north to Corfu from where, like the Corinthian trade goods which then appear in north-west Macedonia, they may indeed have found a home in mainland Lyncestis on the edge of Europe’s Illyrian kingdoms. Their self-styled descendants had not disgraced them. Like other highlanders the Lyncestians dressed in the drab woollen cloak of the modern Vlach shepherd and spoke a primitive Greek dialect which southerners could no longer follow. They worked their land with ox-drawn carts and the help of their womenfolk and it is perhaps no coincidence that in the lists of the confiscated property of rich Athenians in the late fifth century far the highest price for a slave was paid for a Macedonian woman. Philip’s mother had been a Lyncestian noblewoman, and she had not learnt to read or write until middle age; her kinsman Leonnatus is one of Alexander’s only two known friends of Lyncestian family, and he was remembered for his bellicosity and such a taste for wrestling that he was said to have taken trainers and camel-loads of sand wherever he went in Asia.

For at least a hundred years most of these highland tribes had been formally known as Upper Macedonia, but their sympathies with lowland kings were superficial and nowhere ancient. Lyncestis, for example, was harder pressed by her Illyrian neighbours to the north than by Philip’s ancestors in the plain, and her chieftains had often preferred Illyrian interests to those of the court at Aigai. A balance, though, could be worked out. The lowlanders needed the highlands’ loyalties, for their tribes controlled the passes and river beds down which the European barbarians of the north and north-west had tried to invade the plains by the sea. The highlanders also needed the lowlands for the more mundane reason of their sheep. Flocks of sheep were the lasting bond of the inland landscapes of antiquity. In summer the highlanders grazed them on their glens and spurs, but in winter they drove them down to the plains for pasture, and so the moving life of the herdsman was also a life of ceaseless dispute. In spring his sheep were trampling the plainsman’s crops and in summer he was herding them through the mountains, caring little for the property of this temporary home; from Orestis there has come an inscription ordering the rights of farmers against the summer grazers and setting limits on summer shepherds’ cutting of wood. Probably to help his lowland farmers Philip had tried to discourage the herding of sheep and to spread the settled crop-growing which suited the plains. If he succeeded, he would have broken the one natural bond between highland and plain; he had therefore tried more official means to unite the two worlds round him.

Where possible, his lowland ancestors had driven out hill tribes altogether, from Pieria around Dion, or from Eordaia, for example, ‘walled in on east, west and north by cliffs like the keep of a castle’. Elsewhere they had taken political wives, from nowhere more often than from Elimea to the south-west where noblemen were rich and tribesmen hardy in battle. Philip too had kept an Elimiot mistress, and he had also founded towns on his highland frontiers and forcibly moved a lowland population to guard them. He needed this new strength on the borders, for at the same time he was drawing the old power of the highland nobility and their young sons down to his court at Pella, where he bribed them to settle on lush estates from his conquests of grassland to the east and southeast. Highland chieftains had thus been tied more closely to a court and a king whom they served as feudal lords on conquered estates; Alexander’s first months are a study in a new Macedonian society which had been slowly torn from its old ties of kinship and local territory to be grouped more tightly round its king. Part of their interest is to watch how far these old traditions still worked on a man’s allegiance.

This breaking of old roots had long been a necessity for the survival of the lowland kings. Among Illyrians beyond the northern border, as in modern Albania, nobles would still go to war with their cliques of retainers and relations, but in the army which Philip inherited, the highlanders had already been brigaded by the loose geography of tribes, not the narrow allegiance of clans. Local barons and royalty still led these tribal brigades, but they had already been weaned from their private retinues and gathered over the past two hundred years as a retinue to the king himself, whom they served as honoured Companions, or even, in eight or so esteemed cases, as Bodyguards about his person. So, at his accession, Alexander was facing more than sixty Companion nobles, some of them elderly, all of them inheriting their rank from his father’s reign: they were there, nominally, to assist and advise him, but if it was perhaps coincidental that the Macedonian word for a counsellor could also be derived from the word for a grey-haired man, it was certainly relevant that the kings had long extended their titles of royal honour to the thousands of lesser dependants whom they wished to befriend. The name of King’s Bodyguard now also applied to 3000 lesser Shield Bearers, new king’s men; the name of Companion extended to the units of small farmers who served as the royal cavalry. Once there had been a special Royal Squadron of horse, but just as the King’s Own regiments in the British army grew to be recruited from Scotsmen, so all the cavalry were now called the King’s Own and even the highland infantry of tribesmen were known as the King’s Foot Companions in order to bind new friends to the crown. Only the former Companion nobles had lost by this spreading of their title, because the spreading had been aimed against them. As these new circles of king’s men warned, it was among the nobles that Alexander’s enemies were most to be feared.

Because power in Macedonia was personal, the nobles had wielded it through the tentacular links of their families. Their justice, presumably, had been the system of the blood feud which set family against family. The old kingdoms knew no courts or written law code; they relied on vengeance, tempered by a fixed price for blood. To a nobility concerned with this family power and property, marriage was not romantic but an expression of goodwill between the households of two great families. Neither the age of the brides nor their degree of affinity was any more of an obstacle than among other upper classes in Greece; the Bacchiad kings, from whom the nobles of Lyncestis claimed descent, had been famously intermarried and an element of inbreeding should be allowed for among Philip’s highland Companions. This maze of marriages and blood relationships could impose rigid duties of help and revenge, as it still does among the shepherds of north-west Greece, and these duties are not always obvious to outsiders. Alexander was heir to a bevy of barons to whom the mood of a Mafia member would seem more natural than that of a moralist.

Again, the lowland kings had long tried to replace these local loyalties by their own central authority. For crimes which could cost a suspect his life, their justice was not a blood feud but a public hearing before the people. Only if the audience agreed would the king and his agents punish. Their methods, of course, were still rough, killing both a suspect and his kinsmen. Urgent murders were still conducted privately, and even a public hearing was not democratic. The audience expressed their will by clashing their spears, not raising their hands for their votes to be counted. It was the king who decided for which verdict they had clashed the louder. As for marriage, he could take wives himself from rival families and marry loyalists to women of the wide family household which he headed. He could also promote marriages between his courtiers and if he seemed to offer a strong future, his suggested wives were not likely to be refused. It was the king’s business to stand as a rival centre of power, outside the links of tribe and family. Philip and his ancestors had weakened these links until they could no longer dictate a man’s behaviour; at Alexander’s accession they were pressed by a broader issue, the promise, quite simply, of Alexander himself.

Alexander’s royal blood commanded respect but he was not the only prince to enjoy it. In practice the throne had not always passed to the eldest son and the custom that the king should be of royal blood was a hollow one, for barons could hail a royal infant and then rule through him, while many barons could themselves claim the blood of their local royalty. Philip’s baby son by Eurydice was one such danger, for barons like his great-uncle Attalus would hope to rule in his name. Although a regency was possible, it was unlikely while other princes of suitable age were alive. Here Alexander’s main rival was his cousin Amyntas who had actually been a child heir to the kingdom twenty-three years before. His uncle Philip had been appointed regent and continued to rule as king when he proved his extraordinary powers of conquest and diplomacy, but Amyntas had survived, a man of twenty-five or so when Philip died, and as a
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1. Alexander wearing the diadem and horn of Zeus Ammon. The idealized features suggest his divinity. Silver coin of his successor Lysimachus, c. 290 BC.
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2. Gold coin of Philip’s reign, showing the god Apollo; the features strongly suggest Alexander’s own. Comparisons with the god were frequently used afterwards for young and talented princes.
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3. Pebble mosaic from Pella c. 300 BC. Alexander, on the left, is being rescued from a lion by Craterus in their famous lion hunt at Sidon in 333.
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4. The Alexander Sarcophagus’, probably made for Alexander’s host, the King of Sidon, c.. 320 BC. Alexander, wearing the lion’s head helmet of Heracles, attacks Persian horsemen at Issus. The style is very exact, even showing the harness of Bucephalas.
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5. Door relief from the Hundred Columned Hall at Persepolis. At the top is the symbol of the protecting god Ahura Mazda, bordered by royal lions. Below sits Darius I (522-486) attended by the Royal Fly-swatter, an ancient and enduring minister of oriental kings. The enlarged throne which frames the lower panel is supported by subject peoples of the empire, among them the Macedonians. Its design of lion’s paw feet is seen on the right above characteristic bell capitals used in Persian palaces, and remained a dominant style for thrones in Iran even after Alexander’s conquest
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6. Relief from Persepolis of Indian envoy bringing tribute to the Persian New Year Festival. He wears the turban, sandals and cotton robe of his people and leads a wild ass. The baskets before him may carry pearls or perhaps gold dust, tribute of the province.
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7. Road to Herat followed by Alexander. Such heavy laden mules would have served as his main baggage train in increasingly rough country where wheeled transport was impossible.
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8. Remains near Kandahar of Alexandria-in-Arachosia, founded by Alexander. The name Kandahar is more likely to be derived from Gandahara, the old Persian name for the district, than from Alexandria.
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9. Village at the foot of the Khaiwak Pass, by which Alexander probably crossed the Hindu Kush. The village is a later one but the style of the houses with a dome on a square base was noted in the area by Alexander’s officers.
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10. A Mede, probably steward of the entire Royal Household, bows in audience before Darius I, seated to the left out of the picture. The Mede’s hand has finished paying proskynesis. Some have thought he is shielding his breath from the sacred fire, but the objects in front of him are plainly incense burners.
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11. The inner section of a silver plate from Greek Bactria, possibly late third century BC, to be worn on a bridle. The howdah’s towers match possible Greek city walls in the area and may have been a Greek invention. The mahout’s goad, the elephant’s bell and the griffin on his saddle were all used in the East before Alexander. A similar plate was found in the eighteenth century in the Channel Islands: the widest known spread of a Hellenistic elephant and as yet unexplained.
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12. Wooden coffin still used by the Kafirs in Nuristan, alone among Afghan tribesmen. The coffins mistaken by Alexander’s men for firewood in this area were presumably the ancestors of this distinctive style. Greek influence, perhaps from later Greek kingdoms in Bactria, has also been noted in the carved pillars of Kafir buildings.
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13. Modern raft of goat skin for use near the Oxus. These rafts are sewn and stuffed with chaff, one of Asia’s oldest skills. The Assyrian armies used them in the seventh century BC; Alexander crossed the Danube and Oxus by the same method; Roman armies kept a unit of ‘bladder bearers’ for the purpose. A man can float on one skin only, but this large raft could carry up to 400 lbs.
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14. View of the Swat highlands entered by Alexander in the autumn of 327.
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15. Tomb of Cyrus the Great at Pasargadae built c. 530.
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16. The Lion of Hamadan, probable monument to Hephaistion.
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17. The funeral chariot to take Alexander’s body from Babylon. The detailed ancient description is the basis for this outline reconstruction by G. Niemann.
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Alexandria, 66, 182, 198, 199, 200, 204, 205, 212, 213, 221

Alexandropolis, 42

Alexarchus, 446

Alinda, 136

Amasis, Pharaoh, 202

Ambhi, rajah, 339, 347, 351, 360, 404

Ammon, god, 200–8, 210, 211, 214, 216, 217, 219, 222, 224, 376, 385, 401, 443, 444, 446, 451–2, 456, 458, 476

Amphoterus, 153

Amritsar, 371, 372

Amun, god, 197, 201–4, 208–9, 212, 213, 221

Amyntas III, 38, 165, 166, 175, 194, 195, 284

Amyntas III, King of Macedonia, 53, 440

Amyntas IV, formerly king, 35, 37–9, 287

Amyntor, 56

Anahita, goddess, 104, 131, 141

Anakyndaraxes, 163

Anarxarchus, 324, 430, 475

Anchialus, 163

Ancyra, 154

Androsthenes, 51

Antalcidas, 157

Antigone, 287

Antigonus, 52, 149, 187, 403

Antioch, 361

Antiochus I, 481

Antipater, 134, 147, 185, 199, 223, 282, 329, 468, 471, 475–7; general in Macedonia, 31, 36–40, 52, 56, 60; in Thrace, 81, 86–7, 89–91; rebellion, 152–3; Spartan uprising, 252–3, 414; and Olympias, 452, 453, 463

Aornos, 343

Apelles, painter, 40, 49, 50, 130, 131, 443, 449

Apis, Egyptian god, 196

Apollo, 21, 23, 126, 211, 213, 215, 219

Arabia, 454, 460, 461, 476, 481, 485

Arachosia, 292

Arad, 178, 185

Arbela, 124, 228, 241, 244

Arcadia, 49, 463

Archelaus, King, 30, 31, 48, 57

Archidamus, King of Sparta, 183

Ariamazes, 318

Aristander, 143, 149, 150, 182, 199, 231, 232, 236, 308, 431

Aristobulus, 121, 146, 148, 150, 163, 177, 194, 285, 309, 325, 326, 327, 330, 445, 450, 454; quoted, 328, 365, 399, 408, 464, 470

Aristomenes, 217

Aristonicus, musician, 50, 314

Aristotle, 21–3, 41, 45, 53–6, 58–9, 63, 65–7, 70, 90, 94–5, 101, 103, 144, 152, 197, 204, 248, 275, 296, 336, 350, 475

Armenia, 99, 100, 156, 227–8, 233, 250, 405, 487, 492

Arrhidaeus, s. of Philip, 35, 36, 39, 473, 475

Arrian, 200, 201, 204

Artabazus, Persian satrap, 50, 177, 276, 280, 298–9, 315, 317–18, 322, 410

Artacoana, 280

Artaxerxes II, King, 157

Artaxerxes III, King, 98, 100, 105, 196, 418, 449

Artemis, goddess, 43, 104, 126, 130, 131, 140, 141

Asander, 290, 306

Ashdod, 191

Asia, 19, 77, 78, 81, 83, 85, 89–91, 95, 279, 280, 293

Asoka, s. of Chandragupta, 482, 484

Aspendos, 143, 148

Assurnbanipal, King of Assyria, 163

Assyria, 165, 170, 182, 183, 246, 270

Athena, goddess, 72, 92, 112, 113, 123, 140, 177

Athens, 30, 39, 42, 45, 46, 48 et passim

Athos, Mount, 52

Atropates, 410

Attalus, uncle of Eurydice, 21–4, 35, 38–40, 85, 287, 468

Aturi, 379

Aturia, 229

Augustine, 43

Augustus, Emperor, 217

Autophradates, 453

Azemilk, King of Tyre, 191

Baal, Haman, 202

Babylon, 96, 97, 100, 128, 156, 157, 162 et passim

Babylonia, 52, 158, 160, 245, 246, 249, 271, 272, 383, 485

Bacchylides, poet, 48

Bactria, 125, 227, 279, 294–5, 297, 299, 306, 308, 311, 318, 334–5, 353, 404, 407, 479, 483, 485, 492, 493–4

Badakshan, 101, 298

Bagoas, 274–6, 377, 402, 409, 431, 475

Bahrein, 454, 459

Balkh, 267, 280, 297–300, 302, 306–8, 314, 316, 318–19, 321, 331, 361, 404, 422, 479

Bardylis, 84

Barsine, d. of Artabazus, 50, 177, 276, 298, 318, 418, 473

Batis, governor of Gaza, 191, 193

Bazeira, 308

Begram, 294, 295, 336

Behbehan, 255

Bel-Marduk, god, 248, 249

Bessus, 279–80, 282, 292–4, 297–300, 302, 307, 314, 317, 336

Bisutun, 432

Black Sea, 17, 42, 81, 82, 88, 92, 101, 152, 203, 276, 306, 307, 433, 449, 481

Boeotia, 37, 74, 86

Branchidae, 219

Bucephala, 361, 363, 375, 382

Bucephalus, Alexander’s horse, 47–8, 58, 120, 235, 253, 275, 356, 361, 362

Bulgaria, 81

Burgaz, 141

Byblos, 180, 185

Byzantium, 42, 82, 115

Calanus, 348, 349, 416, 435

Caligula, Emperor, 446

Callipus, 248

Callisthenes, Alexander’s historian, 94, 95, 121, 124, 133, 137, 146, 148–9, 151, 154–5, 170, 174, 189, 197, 206, 216, 241, 248, 310, 312, 445, 469; plot against Alexander, 323–5, 328–30; quoted, 169, 191, 200–1, 208, 211, 214, 219, 235

Campaspe, 50

Cannae, 174

Cappadocia, 99, 100, 119, 154, 187, 233, 405, 478, 487

Caracalla, 115, 400, 442, 469, 478

Caria, 36, 135, 136, 139, 248, 250, 275

Carmania, 398, 410

Carthage, 93, 181, 183, 190, 191, 217, 338, 448, 460, 476

Caspian Sea, 50, 55, 97, 101, 119, 274, 275, 277, 383, 398, 484

Cassander, 463, 468, 469, 470, 475

Cassandra, prophetess, 112

Cebalinus, 283

Celaenae, 149

Ceylon, 339, 368, 369, 484, 492

Chandragupta, 372, 479, 480, 482, 485, 494

Chares, 189, 199, 277, 320, 453

Charidemus, 77, 89, 156

Chenab, R., 363–6, 371

China, 26, 97, 279, 296, 300, 485

Chios, 153, 199, 223, 412

Choerilus, poet, 48

Cicero, 45

Cilicia, 154–6, 162, 164–5, 170, 175, 177, 227, 411, 453

Cimon, 203

Clearchus, 445, 484

Cleitus, 282, 291, 309–14, 318, 322, 327–328, 335, 432, 434, 464

Cleomenes, 198, 220, 458, 475, 489

Cleopatra, d. of Olympias, 91

Coenus, 359, 369, 371, 430

Corfu, 32

Corinth, 32, 69, 71, 93

Cos, 152, 157, 163, 189, 199

Craterus, 153, 284, 287, 289, 308, 314, 325, 355, 357, 360, 429, 431, 452–3, 463, 474, 476–7

Crestonia, 82

Crete, 57, 67, 78, 99, 223, 224, 433, 453

Critobulus, doctor, 51

Croesus, 128

Cyclades, 162, 185

Cyprus, 96, 100, 132, 178, 181, 187, 194, 203, 213, 225, 235, 236, 449, 475

Cyrene, 202–5

Cyrus, King, 250, 260, 273, 292, 295, 301, 303, 305, 408, 409

Cyzicus, 117, 203

Damascus, 165, 175, 176, 177, 178

Damghan, 269, 278

Danube, R., 17, 42, 60, 68, 80, 81–4, 86, 88, 89, 115

Dardanelles, 50, 52, 82, 88, 90, 92, 109, 111, 112, 114, 116, 149, 152, 157, 162

Darius I, 104, 130, 221, 222, 253, 257, 383, 389, 451

Darius II, 245

Darius III, King of Persia, 19, 60, 127, 135, 136, 145, 244, 247, 249, 250, 251, 253, 254, 259, 275, 277, 278, 322; character and background, 99–100; preparation for war, 152–3, 155–7, 160–167; battle at Issus, 168–76; flight, 178, 180, 187, 189, 192–3, 199, 201; gathers new army, 223, 226–31; battle at Gaugamela, 233–4, 237, 239–43; death, 267–70, 272–4

Dascylium, 118, 127

Delphi, 50, 54, 71, 94, 208, 210, 484

Demades, 452

Demaratus, 47, 50, 130, 253

Demosthenes, 49, 60, 61, 85, 88, 150, 215, 452, 475

Diades, 191

Dimnus, 283, 286

Diodotus, 464, 467, 468

Diogenes, 71, 348, 349

Dion, 30, 33, 123

Dionysius, I, ruler of Syracuse, 183, 184

Dionysius II, ruler of Syracuse, 213

Dionysus, god, 31, 44, 45, 48, 82, 305, 310, 333–4, 340–2, 399, 400, 443

Dodona, 45

Doloapsis, 220

Dor, 191

Dura, 483, 488

Edessa, 19

Egypt, 19, 50, 58, 66, 77, 95 et passim

Elimea, 33, 40

Empedocles, 440

Eordaia, 33, 40, 58

Epaminondas, 77

Ephesus, 43, 118, 126, 129, 130, 131, 140, 189

Ephialtes, 137, 138, 139

Ephippus of Olynthus, 444, 445, 447, 451, 452, 470

Epirus, 17, 18, 22, 32, 91, 484

Erigyius, 430

Erythrae, 219, 468

Ethiopia, 195, 197, 338

Euagoras, 186

Eumenes, secretary, 51, 386, 418, 430–1, 438, 462–5, 467, 468, 474, 477

Euphrates, R., 83, 96, 97, 101, 102, 189, 225–9, 250, 383, 455

Euripides, 48, 57

Europe, d. of Philip, 18, 85

Eurydice, also called Cleopatra, bride of Philip 18, 21, 23, 35, 39, 85

Euthymus, 440

Failaka, 454, 459

Farah, 283, 291, 292

Garah, 206, 207

Gardez, 293

Gaugamela, 121, 227–30, 236, 237, 242, 244, 252, 255, 267, 273, 280, 339

Gaza, 191–4, 222, 261

Gerizim, Mount, 222

Glycera, 412, 433

Gordium, 149, 150, 151, 153, 154

Gorgo, 451, 452

Granicus, R., 119–22, 124, 126–7, 129, 132–6, 141, 148, 150, 152, 155, 169, 172, 176, 275

Gurgan, 101, 268, 275, 276, 282, 449

Gwadar, 335

Hadramut, 101

Halicarnassus, 135–7, 139–40, 145, 148, 157, 162, 163, 183

Hamadan, 93, 100, 222, 241–2, 251, 254, 259, 267–9, 272, 279, 282, 285–6, 288–290, 299, 307, 334, 406–7, 410–11, 413, 423, 432–3, 435

Hannibal, 338

Haranpur, 353, 354, 355

Hariva, 279

Harpalus, 52, 268, 411–13, 437, 439, 451, 453, 457, 458

Hecataeus, 39

Hector, 62, 64, 193

Hector, s. of Parmenion, 222

Hegelochus, 289

Helen of Troy, 44, 112

Helicon, 235

Hellespont, 39, 50, 115, 117, 121, 189, 307

Hephaistion, s. of Amyntor, 41, 52, 113, 180, 210, 275, 291, 311, 335, 423, 476, 477; relationship with Alexander, 56–9, 216, 430–1; at Issus, 176; bridges Euphrates, 226–8; at Gaugamela, 241–242; second-in-command, 318–19; in India, 339, 347, 359, 366, 378, 381; marriage, 418; death, 434–8, 447; funeral monument, 456–8, 461

Heracles, 30, 41, 44, 47, 68, 71, 83, 152, 177, 181, 182, 191, 201, 333, 334, 443, 463, 470

Herat, 280, 282, 293, 294, 298

Hermeias, 53, 274

Hermes, 213

Herodotus, 52, 56, 60, 83, 94, 103, 201, 270, 397, 449, 458

Himalayas, 45

Hindu Kush, 79, 98, 101, 151, 293–7, 336, 337, 375, 382, 390

Hippocrates, 48

Hissar, 315

Homer, 25, 28, 54, 59, 60–7, 77, 94–5, 112–15, 119, 168, 193, 208, 213, 215 et passim

Horus, s. of Ra, 197

Hulwan, 432

Hund, 339, 347

Hyrcania, 141

Iasos, 451

Iatrocles, 49

Iceland, 26

Ida, Mount, 101, 119, 120

Idomeneus, 63

Iliad (Homer), 59–62, 64, 66, 95, 112, 177, 208, 217, 313

Illyria, 42, 80, 116

India, 47, 52, 55, 61, 77, 96 et passim

Indian Ocean, 385, 389, 395, 397

Indus, R., 97, 210, 344, 364, 375, 383–7

Iollas, 463, 466

Ionia, 128, 129, 130, 135, 143, 484

Iphicrates, 77

Iran, 48, 71, 97, 99, 100, 200 et passim

Isfahan, 267

Isocrates, 58, 91

Issus, 124, 146–8, 164–6, 169–70, 173–4, 178, 187, 194, 199, 222–3, 228–9, 233, 235, 240, 254, 276, 287

Italy, 90, 164, 264, 278, 338, 448, 450, 485, 486

Jerash, 222

Jerusalem, 223

Jhelum, R., 194, 353–5, 363, 375

Julian, Emperor, 222, 229, 467

Julius Caesar, 20, 26, 217, 235, 277, 362, 442, 467

Justinian, Emperor, 218

Kabul, 293, 294, 295, 331

Kandahar, 292, 293, 475, 479

Kapisa, 294

Karachi, 387

Karshi, 300

Kazarun, 255

Khabash, 109, 195

Khavar, 267, 278

Khonsu, s. of Amun, 202

Khwarezm, 195, 306, 307, 492

Kirkuk, 244, 496

Kirman, 102, 388, 395, 398, 399–404, 406, 408, 410, 449, 450

Kolokotronis, 60

Ksandrames, 368, 371

Kunduz, 297

Kurkath, 302, 303

Lahore, 367

Lampsacus, 117

Laomedon, 50, 430, 475

Lebanon, 46, 63, 95, 101, 184, 186, 191, 449

Leonidas, tutor to Alexander, 45, 46

Leonnatus, 32, 176, 335, 421, 430, 473

Leosthenes, 453, 454, 475

Lesbos, 26, 50, 53, 153, 157, 199, 223

Libya, 200, 201, 202, 204, 220, 221, 448

Loudias, R., 31, 48

Lucian, 127

Luristan, 447, 454

Lycia, 50, 140, 142–4, 146, 149, 306

Lydia, 128, 158, 248

Lyncestis, 32, 34

Lysander, Spartan general, 203

Lysimachus, tutor to Alexander, 45, 46, 52, 59, 186, 474

Lysippus, sculptor, 40, 41, 61, 123, 131

Macedonia, 18, 19, 21–4, 28, 30 et passim

Madagascar, 397

Magadha, 371, 379

Makran, 388–96, 398–9, 401, 403–5, 409, 418–19, 422, 424–5, 427–8, 442, 452, 459

Mallus, 163

Mangal Dev, 354, 355, 356

Marathon, 301

Margites, 60, 61, 215

Marsyas, 52

Mausolus, b. of Ada, 135

Mazaeus, 226–8, 239, 242, 247, 249–50, 269, 405, 406

Medea, 201

Medeius, cavalryman, 51

Media, 124, 233, 423, 474

Medius, 461–5, 470, 471

Megalopolis, 252

Megara, 164

Meleager, 473, 474

Melkarth, Tyrian god, 181, 224

Memnon, 118–20, 122, 129, 135–6, 138–9, 152–7, 162, 177

Memphis, 109, 195–7, 203, 211–12, 217–220, 222, 271, 478

Menecrates, 445, 446

Menoitios, 113

Merv, 308, 485

Meshed, 279, 280

Meskene, 227

Mesopotamia, 83, 158, 484

Midas, King, 149, 150

Mieza, 54, 55, 56, 58

Miletus, 131, 133, 134, 139, 189, 208

Mithrines, 128, 250

Mitylene, 153, 154, 157, 189, 223, 224

Motya, 184

Multan, 379, 380, 381, 421

Mut, w. of Amun, 202

Mycenae, 61, 64, 67

Myriandrus, 165, 166, 168, 170

Naoussa, 54

Naucratis, 198, 220, 222

Nearchus the Cretan, 50–2, 143, 306, 430, 483, 490; preparation for Indian campaign, 333, 335; sea journey to Persia, 364–5, 377, 385–7, 392, 396, 400, 401; in Iran, 404–6, 408; marriage, 418; honoured, 421–3; exploration in Persian Gulf, 449–54; death of Alexander, 461–3

Nebuchadnezzar, King of Babylon, 181, 248, 250, 251, 471

Nectanebo II, Pharaoh, 197, 204, 221

Neoptolemus, 335

Nicaea, 337, 361

Nicomachus, f. of Aristotle, 53

Nikatorion, 243

Nile, River, 55, 94, 111, 194, 195, 197, 204, 222, 364

Nippur, 158

Nubia, 195

Odysseus, 64

Olympia, 203

Olympias, w. of Philip, 90, 413, 469, 475; Alexander’s birth, 214, 215, 217, 221; Alexander’s youth, 57–9; flight from court, 18, 19, 22–5, 36; return to power, 39, 40, 43–5, 48; murder of Eurydice, 85; acts as queen, 91, 109, 123; warns against Lyncestian, 147, 164; and Antipater, 429, 452, 463, 469

Olympus, Mount, 19, 30, 68

Olynthus, 31, 95

Onesicritus, 348, 349, 470

Opis, 244, 423, 424, 427–30, 432, 454

Orestes, 32

Orestis, 20, 33

Orontobates, 136, 139

Orpheus, 30

Oxathres, b. of Darius III, 174

Oxus, R., 25, 67, 83, 97, 100, 101, 104, 119, 151, 230, 233, 268, 271, 279, 299

Oxyartes, 316

Paeonia, 116

Palestine, 191, 193, 223

Palimbothra, 372, 484

Pammenes, Theban general, 73

Pamphylia, 140, 143

Paphlagonia, 119, 154

Paraetonium, 204, 205

Paris of Troy, 113

Parmenion, 81, 140, 189, 222, 328, 335, 463; Philip’s death, 38–40; deputy commander, 89–90; journey to Asia, 109, 111, 115, 116; Granicus, 120–2; Dascylium, 127–9; Miletus, 131; 132, 134; in Phrygia, 143–5, 147–9, 161–6; Issus, 169, 172, 173, 176–7; Gaugamela, 230–3, 235, 237, 239–43; Persepolis, 255, 261, 263, 268; execution of Alexander, 285–91

Parrhasiois, 445

Parthia, 293, 334, 398, 410

Parysatis, w. of Darius II, 245

Pasargadai, 260, 273, 408

Patesi, 196

Patroclus, 59, 62, 64, 113, 313, 434

Pattala, 384, 390, 391, 395

Pausanias, bodyguard, 20–3, 37, 69

Payas, R., 170, 177

Pella, 30, 31, 33, 40, 48, 49–51, 53, 58, 63, 69, 79, 99, 111, 149, 175, 177, 215, 222

Pelopidas, 77

Pelusium, 195, 220

Perdiccas, 58, 87, 90, 138, 223, 335, 359, 380, 430, 437–8, 462–3, 465–8, 473–5, 477–8, 485

Pericles, 69, 437

Persepolis, 98, 255–64, 267–8, 270–4, 320, 408, 409, 490, 495

Perseus, 201

Persia, 17, 37, 38, 43, 52, 85, et passim

Persian Gulf, 101, 189, 288–9, 397, 450, 451, 459, 476, 478, 493

Peshawar, 344

Petisis, 220

Peucestas, 52, 409, 410, 421, 422, 430, 455, 462, 475

Phaidimus, 49

Pharos, 198

Phaselis, 144, 147, 148

Philip, King of Macedonia, 116, 118, 123, 129, 130, 136, 145, 149, 153, 177, 183, 194, 210, 213–17, 237, 249, 272, 287, 313; character and background, 28, 30–40, 42; relationship, with Alexander, 43–4, 46–53, 55, 57–60, 65; and Army, 68–80; in Thrace and Thebes, 81–2, 84–6, 88, 91–3, 95, 98, death, 17–25

Philip the Greek, doctor, 161, 462, 463

Philippi, 31

Philotas, s. of Parmenion, 38, 90, 222, 224, 253, 283–91, 335

Phocion, 278

Phoenicia, 96, 100, 132, 162, 178, 187, 222, 227, 451, 455

Phrataphernes, 410

Phrygia, 96, 127, 144, 145, 149, 154, 187, 405

Pieria, 33

Pindar, 48, 88, 203

Pir-Sar, 343, 344, 346, 351, 441

Piraeus, 203

Pisidia, 141

Pixodarus, b. of Ada, 135, 136

Plataea, 92

Plato, 53, 70, 196, 201, 213

Plutarch, 261

Pnytagoras, 186, 187

Polemon, 285

Polydamas, 64, 285, 286

Polyeidus, 73, 183

Polyperchon, 429

Porus, 351, 353–4, 356–8, 360–1, 366, 371, 375, 378, 475

Poseidon, 111, 168, 210

Priam, King of Troy, 113

Priene, 130, 140

Proteas, 461, 462

Protesilaos, 111

Psamtik I, 212

Ptolemy, 52, 58, 121, 133, 222, 263, 264, 300, 335, 337, 355, 357, 358, 378, 381, 418, 430, 462, 474, 478, 480: on Halicarnassus, 138; on Alexander the Lyncestian, 145–8; on Issus, 174; on Egypt, 201–2, 204, 206, 211, 214, 219; plot against Alexander, 283–5; and Callisthenes, 325, 327; quoted, 82, 83, 87, 261, 366, 380

Ptolemy II, 446

Punjab, 67, 83, 97, 101, 189, 230, 256, 282, 320, 333, 339, 351, 353, 363, 367, 378, 479, 482, 493

Pushkalavati, 339, 351

Pydna, 475

Pyrogoteles, 40

Pyrrho, 475

Pyrrhus, 25, 26, 339, 480

Pythagoras, 440

Pythionice, 411, 412, 413, 433, 439

Ra, sun god, 197

Red Sea, 449, 450, 451, 459, 497

Rhacotis, 197

Rhagae, 269

Rhodes, 78, 118, 185, 198, 223, 235, 437, 489

Romance of Alexander, 26, 41, 59, 114, 196, 462

Rome, 90, 217, 277, 338

Roxane, d. of Oxyartes, 316–20, 326, 375, 404, 418, 428, 436, 466, 467, 473–7

Sagalassus, 148

Salamis, 92, 187

Samaria, 222, 223

Samarkand, 256, 301, 304, 305, 308, 309–312, 485, 493

Samos, 133, 451, 452–4

Samothrace, 44

Sangala, 366

Sardanapalus, 163

Sardis, 98, 102, 103, 128, 134, 140, 143, 150, 153, 250, 489

Sasigupta, rajah, 336, 337, 340

Satibarzanes, 280, 282, 285, 292–4, 297–8, 300

Scipio, 217, 442

Scylax, 275, 333, 383, 389, 423, 451

Seistan, 145, 146, 148, 279, 282, 286, 288–290, 292, 298, 311, 320

Seleucus, 58, 211, 335, 361, 418, 431, 474, 481

Semiramis, Queen, 387, 388, 391, 406

Semetutefnakhte, 196

Serapis, 467

Sesostris, 222

Sestos, 109, 111

Shahroud, 269

Shapur II, King, 229

Shushan, 99

Sicily, 47, 50, 74, 93, 130, 183, 184, 203, 213, 235, 277, 440, 460, 476, 480

Sidon, 178, 180, 181, 185–7; 191, 443

Sisimithres, 316, 317

Sisines, 144–8, 285

Sisygambis, m. of Darius, 254, 474

Siwah, 40, 200–9, 211–14, 216–19, 236, 363, 392, 434, 475, 477, 478

Sochoi, 165, 166

Socrates, 25, 30, 94

Sogdia, 299, 300, 301, 306, 309, 314, 335, 353, 363, 479

Sopeithes, 367

Sophocles, 48, 483

Spain, 448, 476

Sparta, 57, 71–2, 79, 92, 94, 123–4, 152–3, 178, 189, 199, 203, 213, 217, 223–5, 252, 414, 415, 481

Spitamenes, 302, 304–5, 307–9, 312, 314, 325, 335, 418, 481

Stageira, 535

Stateira, d. of Darius, 418, 474

Sudan, 102, 103

Suez Canal, 96, 383, 449, 450, 451, 459

Susa, 19, 25, 244, 251–4, 260, 270–2, 288, 316 et passim

Syracuse, 213, 215, 227, 445

Syria, 124, 143, 148, 157, 162–4, 170, 191, 193, 200, 226, 227, 249, 327, 455, 475, 484–7

Tachos, Pharaoh, 220

Tarentum, 90

Tarsus, 155, 161–3, 166, 170, 411–13

Taxila, 339, 347–9, 351, 353, 368, 382

Tempe, Vale of, 30, 68

Tenedos, 162, 199

Tenon, god, 111

Termessus, 143, 148

Thais, 262–4, 475

Thapsacus, 226, 227

Thebes, 49, 69, 70, 73, 77, 86–9, 93, 102, 146, 148, 203, 261, 414, 415

Themistocles, 322

Theodectas, 144

Theophilus, 235

Theophrastus, pupil of Aristotle, 45, 57, 206, 246, 364

Theopompus, 49, 57, 412, 413, 415

Thermopylae, 69, 123

Thespiae, 93

Thessalus, 430

Thessaly, 32, 35, 38, 49, 57, 60, 62, 68, 69, 73, 82, 112, 193, 461

Thetis, 62, 168

Thettalus, actor, 36, 50, 225

Thrace, 42, 78, 81–2, 86, 109, 115–16, 146, 219, 453, 474

Thrasybulus, 137, 451

Tiglath-Pileser III, King of Assyria, 182

Tigris, R., 97, 151, 226, 227, 228–30, 244

Timoleon, 93, 130

Timotheus, poet/composer, 46, 48

Tithonus, 253

Trajan, Emperor, 423

Tralles, 140

Trikkala, 86

Tripolis, 157, 165, 178

Troy, 60, 61, 64, 94, 111–15, 124, 127, 140, 189, 200, 280, 476

Tulamba, 379

Turkestan, 317

Turkey, 164, 170

Tuthmosis III, 212

Tuz Kharmatu, 244

Tyre, 181–4, 186–94, 222–7, 316

Uruk, 158

Venice, 25

Vergina, 19

Wadi Dalayeh, 222

Xanthus, 143, 144

Xenophon, general, 47, 56, 72, 74, 75, 83, 103, 120, 122, 154, 155, 162, 164, 168, 201, 210, 226, 227, 238

Xerxes, King, 92, 93, 114, 123, 219, 242, 248, 249, 254, 259, 264

Yazdagird, III, King, 269

Zadracarta, 275, 276

Zeleia, 118, 119, 127

Zeus, 20, 30, 32, 48, 64, 83 et passim

Zeuxis, painter, 48

Zoroaster, 104, 301
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Footnotes

CHAPTER ONE


fn1 This legendary narrative took shape in Egypt, mostly some five centuries after Alexander’s death. Earlier elements and a few facts survive among its wild fiction.


CHAPTER FIVE


fn1 I do not, of course, imply that Ptolemy’s entire history or precise words have ever survived; see the General Note on Sources at the end of this book for this point and for the identity of our main historians.


CHAPTER EIGHT


fn1 A. Andrewes and K. J. Dover, Historical Commentary on Thucydides (1970), p. 410.



fn2 Lacedaemonians is the usual Greek word for Spartans.



fn3 C. P. Cavafy, ‘In the year 200 B.C.’


CHAPTER SIXTEEN


fn1 Major General J.F.C. Fuller, The Generalship of Alexander the Great (1958) p. 178.
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