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            To all the Paddipaws dogs and the many lovely people who have owned them or still do. Thank you for loving our babies and giving them such good homes.
            

            Remembering: Sabastian, Holly, Dotti, Ziggy, Oliver, Hayley, Oscar, Peggy, Gracie, William, Chuckie and Nelson.
            

            My three oldies still here to cuddle, Buster, Squidgey and Molly. 
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            Introduction
            

         

         Owning a dog does enrich one’s life. Dogs are faithful friends and never judge you, whatever you have done. All they request in return is a warm bed, food in their stomachs and a friend to pat them on the head.

         For many of us life is marked by our dogs – first as puppies, then the fun-filled years and finally saying goodbye. They are in our care for such a short time that we must make the most of those years lest we live in regret.

         This book is for anyone thinking of purchasing a puppy and for those who are the lucky owners of their first dogs.

         This is not a user manual on how to run your dog from cradle to grave but a book full of tips and points on where to go for help and answers when looking for a puppy or caring for a dog. It is written using knowledge gained over nearly 40 years of dog breeding and ownership.

         Think carefully before choosing a puppy – they are not fashion statements and should not be used for one-upmanship to be better than your neighbours or your family. A dog is for life, whether it be your life or theirs. This can be as long as 20 years with some breeds, or just a few if the dog is taken too early.

         My dogs have kept me poor but I wouldn’t change one moment of my life spent with them. They’ve helped me through illness and bereavement and other sad times. They have been there as my friends, in fact they are my family and have never deserted me. You cannot say that of many humans.
         

         I have referred to your puppy as ‘he’ throughout this book – though of course all the advice still applies if you have a ‘she’!

         Make the most of your dog while he is with you or you will have just memories to keep you warm.

         Elaine Everest is the author of Showing Your Dog: A Beginner’s Guide and Canine Cuisine (How To Books).
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            Finding the Best Puppy for You
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         SHOPPING FOR A DOG
         
 
         I use the word ‘shopping’ as this is really what you are doing when purchasing a puppy. Very much as we would make certain considerations when buying a second-hand car we must make decisions about purchasing our puppy. A dog will be with the family a lot longer than a car, so why when purchasing a puppy do so many people make snap decisions that they will live to regret for many years to come, but deliberate over a vehicle that will have a much shorter life?
 
         WHERE TO SEE DOGS
         
 
         Even if you have no interest in dog shows these are the places where a variety of dogs can be seen. You will also be able to speak to breeders and owners of the dogs and be able to have a cuddle of the dogs when given permission.
         
 
         
            ♦ Discover Dogs, held each November in London, gives those people interested in dogs the chance to see an example of every breed of pedigree dog.
 
            ♦ Crufts, held over four days at the National Exhibition Centre in Birmingham, has the cream of the canine world on show, as well as the popular Discover Dogs section, making it possible to see every type of breed each day of the show. It’s a great place to shop for your dog as well!
 
            ♦ Apart from these big events there are dog shows every week of the year where you can watch dogs and ask lots of questions. Publications such as the weekly Our Dogs canine newspaper list dog shows as well as interesting news about dogs in general.
            

         
 
         WHAT KIND OF DOG FOR ME?
         
 
         Big, small or giant breeds? Lazy breeds, lively breeds or those somewhere in between? Smooth coats, long coats and even curly coats or hairless? The choice of which dog will live with your family is a very big consideration. Think of the following points when choosing your kind of dog:
 
         
            ♦ Do I have the time to take a dog for a long walk every day, perhaps even twice?
 
            ♦ Can I afford the food bills and other costs for a giant breed?
 
            ♦ Do I have time to groom a long-coated dog or learn how to clip a terrier with definite style needs?
            
  
            ♦ Can I afford a groomer if I cannot groom my own dog?
 
            ♦ Do I have a garden that can accommodate a dog?
 
            ♦ Am I house-proud or does slobber and a shedding coat not bother me?
 
            ♦ Do I mind never wearing black again as it shows up every dog hair?
 
            ♦ Do I want a dog that will sit on my lap or one to lie at my feet?
 
            ♦ Do I have lots of stairs on my property that may be a problem to very small or elderly dogs?
 
            ♦ Will my landlord let me keep a dog in the home I rent?
 
            ♦ Will my neighbours be upset by a dog that barks loudly?

         
 
         Buying a dog is not as easy as you once thought is it? Even choosing the shape and size of a dog can take some time before you even start to visit a breeder.
 
         
            I’ve owned dogs in the past but still made sure that I found out a lot about the breed by speaking to people who have owned Yorkshire Terriers. I also read lots of books on the breed.
            
 
            Dawn Hudd

         
 
         Pedigree or cross breed?
         
 
         What is your choice? It is after all a personal choice of which type of dog will live comfortably in your home. Please do not listen to those people who declare that a cross-breed, a mongrel or a ‘Heinz 57’, as dogs of indeterminable breeding have been named over the years, are healthier than pedigree dogs. All dogs can be sickly and all dogs can be healthy. Just as some human families seem to be healthier than others so are dogs bred from some parents. Do your homework correctly and you will go some way to making sure that your puppy comes from healthy stock. I know that I would rather purchase a puppy from health-checked parents than take a chance on a mongrel with unknown parentage.
         
 
         Designer dogs
         
 
         So what is a designer dog? It is a name that seems to have entered our vocabulary of late and is linked to all things celebrity and shallow. Many people have jumped on to the bandwagon and are advertising dogs with such names as a cockapoo (a cocker spaniel crossed with a poodle), a Pomchi (a cross between a Pomeranian and a Chihuahua) or even a Golden Oldie (a golden retriever crossed with an Old English Sheepdog). Can you see the common word here? Yes, it is crossed – these dogs are all cross-breeds but still those breeding them are charging prices higher than you would pay for the purebred version of each part of the cross. Some people will tell you that these dogs have been bred to share the better points of each breed, to breed out possible health-related problems, but until many generations have been bred and studied can anyone say that they have designed a new health-perfect breed? This includes probably the most well-known new breed – the Labradoodle. It is a cross-breed and not a recognised breed. You don’t believe me? Go check out the websites that show specimens of this so called ‘breed’, and you will see that the dogs come in all shapes and sizes. Any purebred dog has a recognised size range plus other conformation guidelines (which are called a breed standard). At the moment the Labradoodle does not have a standard, or if it does no dogs seem to conform to one. One day there may be a recognised standard, but until then it is just another cross-breed dog.
         
 
         I’m sorry to have to point this out, especially if you have paid out large sums of money, but if you have one of these so-called designer dogs you have money to waste on a name only and your dog is not a named purebred dog just a cross-breed or a mongrel. 
 
         Unsure if this is a breed?
         
 
         Go to the excellent website belonging to the UK Kennel Club. You will find a list of every type of breed registered in the UK. If the breed of puppy in the advert is not listed as a recognised breed by the Kennel Club please DON’T BUY IT!
 
         Each breed registered with the Kennel Club will have at least one recognised club associated to the type of dog you are interested in. With links to these breed clubs and a band of people ready to answer your questions, purchasing a puppy is easy – if you know where to look.
 
         BUYING A PUPPY
         
 
         Would you buy your puppy from an advert in a newsagent’s window?
         
 
         Sadly we often spot adverts in newsagent’s windows where breeders, and I use the term loosely, offer little puppies for sale. Usually there are spelling mistakes in the breed name and contact is by mobile telephone. There is never a reference to any health testing on the parents or whether they are registered with the Kennel Club. There is always a price that ends with several zeros. Avoid these adverts at all costs. No breeder in their right mind sells a puppy by advertising it on the back of a postcard or an old envelope.
         
 
         Would you buy your puppy from the internet?
         
 
         My answer to this would be that it depends upon the website. Avoid at all costs any website that takes adverts from all and sundry, mixing made-up breeds along with known names. Be very wary of any advert that uses words such as, ‘teacup’, olde worlde’ or the word, ‘cross’ when you are looking for a purebred dog. Any change to a recognised Kennel Club registered breed should make alarm bells ring at once.
 
         There seems to be a fringe group of people who try to dupe unsuspecting buyers of pedigree dogs by making up names of breeds and charging the earth for them. I like to think of these people as the Arthur Daleys of the dog breeding world. ‘Hello, mate, wanna buy a dodgy dog? One careful owner.’ No thank you!
 
         Would you buy your puppy from a neighbour?
         
 
         That depends on the neighbour and his dogs! If your neighbour breeds dogs and knows all about the health history of his dogs and is a good owner then why not? Your breeder will be at hand to advise you throughout the dog’s life and also there to take him back if circumstances dictate you are no longer able to keep the dog.
 
          
         Where can you find a dog?
         
 
         My first port of call would be the Kennel Club to find a puppy list. Their website gives a complete list of every registered breed. Click on the list for the breed for which you want to see the names of the people who have registered their litters of puppies with the Kennel Club and who still have puppies available for sale.
 
         When you click on your chosen breed you will see a map of the UK. Do not home in on your own area but open up the complete list. Be prepared to travel to find a well-bred puppy. You next need to know who on this list are reputable breeders. Sadly some of these people will not know the breed well and unless you are part of that breed’s community you could still find yourself with a badly-bred dog.
 
         Armed with the names and details of the breeders sit down with your telephone and ring each one. You need to know the answers to the following questions:
 
         
            ♦ How long has the person been in the breed? Some people buy a bitch and breed for money.
 
            ♦ Do they belong to any breed clubs? A responsible breeder will be part of the canine world.
 
            ♦ Do they show their dogs/or do they take an active part in the breed community?
 
            ♦ Do they own the mother? Some people buy in puppies to sell.
 
            ♦ How many litters has the mother had? Some people overbreed a bitch for the money.
 
             
            ♦ Are the breeder’s dogs good with children? You only have their word for this, a visit will show more.
 
            ♦ Do they have documented proof that the dam and sire (mother and father) have gone through any health checks required for that breed? You can find the list in a later part of this book, on page 21.)
 
            ♦ When are the puppies available to leave their mother? A pertinent question if it is near to Christmas – some people breed for the gift market! Good breeders hold on to puppies and do not let them go over the holidays or if they are under eight to ten weeks depending on the size of the breed.
 
            ♦ The price? It’s always good to know what people charge but don’t be swayed by cut prices.

         
 
         At this point you will have whittled down your list as some puppies will have been sold, or you may not have liked the person you spoke to (it is often a good idea to trust your own gut feeling) or you are not happy with their answers. Do not make an appointment to view the puppies yet as you will be swayed by the cuteness of the litter.
 
         Next, telephone the breed club secretary for your breed. There may be more than one depending on the number of clubs for the breed. Again the Kennel Club will show a list of breed clubs for each breed. No one is going to tell you that someone is a rubbish breeder; they do not want to be sued. However, you can ask if the people on the list are known to them and who, if they were purchasing a puppy, they would buy from of those names. The breed club secretary may also be able to tell you of any other breeders who have puppies.
         
 
         Some breed clubs have a website and do have a puppy coordinator who can put you in touch with known breeders, or even an older dog needing a new home. Never underestimate a breed club, they are there to help every owner of that breed and are worth their weight in gold.
         
 
         Your list of prospective litters should now be looking good and you are ready to make an appointment to visit them.
 
         
            I looked at various breeds of dog and their temperaments online and spoke to friends who have Cavalier King Charles Spaniels. I read the club websites so that I was aware of health issues within the breed. Once I had decided that this was the breed for us I started looking for a puppy. Luckily a friend knew of a litter and when their background was checked everything was OK.
            
 
            Sarah Alpe

         
 
         BUYING A PUPPY FROM A RESCUE CENTRE
         
 
         National rescue centres each have their own procedures for seeking puppies. My personal thoughts are that if you want a pedigree puppy then go to the expert breeder as the history of the dog is known, and in my mind that is important, especially if the dog is being introduced into a home with a young family.
 
          
         
            Our last family dog was a rescue Staffie called Jess who was the successor to our gundogs and my cocker rescued from the NCDL. Whilst completely different in every way Jess won my heart over as one of the most intuitive dogs, a quality I believe bull breeds possess in droves. With this, coupled with an enormous personality and mind of their own, comic spirit and boundless energy, they are perfect. Plus Molly is small for a Miniature Bull Terrier these days and as such is a great compact size!
            
 
            Anna Webb

         
 
         Ask about the puppy’s history, as it may be that the mother was taken into the centre before she gave birth. Try to find out the mother’s history, as sometimes it is known if the dog was handed in whilst in whelp.
 
         If buying a dog from a rescue centre is a cost saving exercise for the family it is worth sitting down with pen and paper and making a list of the ongoing expense of owning that dog once he comes to live with you. Food, insurance and day-to-day care as well as time spent caring and exercising the animal can add up considerably. Buying a cheap dog does not always equate to a saving.
 
         
            We just liked the look of Hank, a Lurcher/Airedale cross, when we walked into the RSPCA rescue centre (he was sitting behind the counter with the receptionist). When we got Eric we knew we liked the terrier in Hank and had done some research on the terrier breed.
            
 
            Hazel Davis

         
 
          
         Home checks
         
 
         Home checks are usually undertaken by rescue centres who want to know a little about the family home before handing over a puppy or fully grown dog.
 
         Usually the person inspecting your home will check your garden to see if it is ‘dog friendly’ and also ask about who is at home to take care of the dog. You will be questioned about your children, their ages and whether they have had experience of living with a dog. You will often find that if you have a desired breed or type of dog you are gently persuaded to
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