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Disclaimer



General Mills, Count Chocula, Franken Berry, Boo Berry, Fruit Brute, Yummy Mummy, Lucky Charms, Trix, and any other General Mills brands mentioned in the pages of this E-book are all owned, with copyright rights reserved, by the General Mills Corporation.

This book is solely based on past items that are no longer produced and, in turn, represent historical pop culture artifacts that deserve to be documented. It is, in no way, shape or form, meant to be an advertisement or to show favor for or against the current production of General Mills cereals and/or their potential prizes or giveaways.
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Editors Note



Whats in a name? That all depends on who you ask. Throughout the pages of this book you will see the referenced names of Franken Berry and Boo Berry spelled with obvious gaps between their namesakes. Why, when it would be so much easier to just combine the two name parts? The reason is simple. Because in most cases thats how it looks on the earliest of cereal boxes. For Franken Berry, you would see a strawberry between Frank and Berry, and for Boo Berry you would see blueberries between Boo and Berry. Both of these visual devices indicated some kind of gap.

As time went on, some box backs and panels would put an asterisk between the names, or even a hyphen, or spaced out with nothing in between. Every now and then you would also see the names put together, but rarely. Whatever the case may be, it stands to reason that, for the most part of the early history of these boxes, the names were supposed to be separated somehow. Since I obviously cant place a strawberry or blueberries between standard text parts, thats why the names of Franken Berry and Boo Berry will be separated with spaces in between them.
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The Totally Tubular 80s



To be truthful, I have limited recollection of the monster cereals presence during the 1980s. By that time I had reached my ninth birthday, and although I still ate those delicious morsels of artificially colored sugar, my interest in what was inside the boxes had dwindled.

It seems as though my deviation from prize collecting wasnt a solitary event. Judging by the others I have talked to who also grew up during that time frame, I wasnt alone. What it all seems to boil down to is the fact that the number of commercials advertising the monsters as well as fun prizes available within the boxes decreased dramatically during those years.

Gone was the Golden Age of plastic monster cereal prizes it seemed. In fact, unless you want to count plastic pencil sharpeners that came in some of the school supply packs, less than five plastic premiums were available during the 1980s. The rest of the in-box prizes, send-aways, or store bought pieces were made out of some form of paper/cardboard, soap, material, or rubber.

To some collectors out there, this may make it seem like collecting 1980s monster cereal collectibles would be a complete waste of time. As a matter of fact, I thought that at first as well. Then I attempted to pursue some of these gems and found, in fact, that many of the 80s premiums were exponentially more difficult to find than their 70s counterparts.

The reasons are simple, really. Not only is it because the decreased interest in monster cereals during that time frame meant not as many kids were purchasing the cereal, but also because the majority of the items were made out of paper. Or, in cases like the school supplies, were meant to be used and not played with.

If a kid played with a toy and kept it because they liked it, a chance existed that it would make it to the future if it was made out of plastic. In comparison, if a kid cut out a cardboard box back or had a coloring book or used a pencil sharpener, the odds those things were kept would be quite low.

This, in turn, means that collecting 1980s monster cereal premiums represents much more of a challenge. So for those who love the thrill of the hunt, or for those who just love the 1980s and everything that existed within them, this is definitely the book for you.






1980 Big G Character Cut-outs



One of the first premiums available once the new decade rolled around wasnt really a premium at all but, rather, a cut-out from the back of the box. In turn, these 1980s character cut-outs, often called standees, are extremely difficult to find.

Count Chocula, Franken Berry, and Boo Berry have all been found in peoples collections. However, even though Fruit Brute cereal was still available into the very early 1980s, according to the character cut-out box panel bottom, he wasnt made. Which is weird in my opinion since he was given out in 81 as another vinyl premium offer, on some of the Big G game card sets of 81, and also seen on the Monster Mansion mail-away castle in 1981.

However, GM more than made up for it in other ways. Like many 80s cereal offerings this was a cross-promotional item which wasnt just unique to the monsters. Cut-out standees were also available at the same time in specially marked boxes of Trix, Lucky Charms, and Cocoa Puffs. 




Boo Berry Character Cut-out

(Close-up)
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Boo Berry Box Character Cut-out

(Box Back)
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Count Chocula Character Cut-Out

(Entire BoxBoth Sides)
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Franken Berry Character Cut-Out

(Entire BoxBoth Sides)
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1980 Fun-Time Colouring Strips (Canadian)



One of the most interesting facets of monster cereal collecting is the fact that Canada did things a little differently. First and foremost, although this topic is still being researched, it seems as though 1970s premiums or boxes coming out of Canada are pretty much non-existent from what I have seen.

Whether this means they are truly that scare or if General Mills just didnt distribute to that area until the 80s is currently unknown to me. What I do know, however, is that once 1980 came around GM gave it the old college try with our neighbors to the north.

Yet, something was uniquely different about their distribution there. First and foremost the Canadian boxes continued to use the larger, big-faced mascots on the front of the boxes as opposed to the full standing shots that started happened in the states in the late 70s. In addition, even though Fruit Brute was primarily a 70s phenomenon he did manage to survive into the early 80s in the U.S. Yet no sign of him has ever been found on a 1980s Canadian monster cereal box. 

Secondly, and most importantly in my opinion, some of the premiums that were made available were unique to the Canadian marketplace.

The first Canadian exclusive came out in 1980, and it was a series of four coloring strips (Called fun-time coulouring strips on the box). Each coloring strip contained two pictures on each side, and on one side they contained a palette of watercolors. The first side had a monster cereals scene which contained all three monsters, and the second scene always contained the Trix Rabbit, Lucky the Leprechaun, and Sonny from Cocoa Puffs. Due to the cross promotional characters, Im assuming that these strips were also found in Canadian boxes of Trix, Cocoa Puffs, and Lucky Charms.

Like the other Canadian exclusives, these strips are extremely difficult to find. Its no small wondering considering their limited availability, smaller distribution, easily disposable nature, and the monster cereals apparent newness to the Canadian marketplace.




Fun-Time Colouring Strip Box

(Count Chocula Example)
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Fun-Time Colouring Strip Box

(Franken Berry Example)
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Rare Fun-time Colouring Strip MIP
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Fun-time Colouring Strip Example #2

(Loose, Monster Side)
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Fun-time Colouring Strip Example #2

(Loose, Sonny/Cocoa Puffs, Trix Rabbit, and Lucky the Leprechaun Side)
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1980 Stuffed Toy Offer (Canadian)



Although newer stuffed/plush monster cereal toys have been made in abundance in recent times, the 1980 Canadian Count Chocula was actually the first plush figure of its kind.

Highly sought after by stuffed animal/character collectors, advertising collectors, and monster cereal collectors, this scarce exclusive exemplifies 1980s cuteness. He wasnt alone, either. Lucky the Leprechaun and the Trix rabbit were also available as mail-aways.

However, even finding one of them is so difficult that it makes one wonder how many people actually sent away for these. In my opinion, not many. Due to this being yet another hard to find Canadian premium, to me it just doesnt seem that the Canadians were as fond of the monster cereals as we were.




Stuffed Toy Offer Box

(Franken Berry Box-Front)
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Stuffed Toy Offer Box

(Franken Berry Box-Back)
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