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    Hello to all my readers, new and old!
I wanted to say thank you so much for reading this book. It is a labour of love for me to work on my craft!
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Chapter 1: Getting Ready
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The little black dress didn’t just hang in the closet; it beckoned. Christina caught its silhouette from the corner of her eye, a stark, simple promise against the chaotic rainbow of her old life—the sensible cardigans, the blouses chosen for a boardroom, not a bar. A month ago, that dress would have seemed like a costume. Tonight, it felt like a uniform for her new reality.

Her new apartment in Beltline still smelled of fresh paint and possibility. The move, the divorce, quitting her soul-crushing job as a marketing coordinator—it had all been a whirlwind of cardboard boxes and cathartic tears. But the dust, both literal and metaphorical, had settled. The silence in her new place wasn't lonely; it was spacious. It was a blank page. And tonight, she was going to write one hell of a first sentence.

“Okay, Christina,” she said to her reflection in the bathroom mirror, her voice a little too loud in the quiet. “This is a new you.”

The foundation was the first layer of the new narrative. She dabbed and blended, watching as the faint stress lines and the lingering pallor from too many late nights crying over a cheap merlot disappeared. She was covering up the past, quite literally, and the metamorphosis was thrilling. Goodbye, corporate wifey; hello... well, she wasn’t sure yet. But she was excited to find out.

Her friends, the ones she’d neglected for a year in her failing marriage, had been ecstatic over text.

“Girl, it’s about time!” Sasha had written. “Pre at my place in Mount Royal at 8. We’re painting the town red, and you’re finding a man-toy. No arguments.”

A “man-toy.” The phrase sent a jittery bolt of anticipation straight through her. It had been so long since she’d felt... desired. Since she’d allowed herself to want to be desired. Her ex, Brad, had made her feel about as exciting as a beige wall. But Brad was in the past, along with his critiques and his crappy, half-hearted lovemaking.

Now for the eyes. She reached for the eyeshadow palette Sasha had forced into her hands last week—“You need some drama, honey!”—and swept a shade called “Garnet Glow” across her lids. It was bold. It was unapologetic. It was a colour you wore when you weren’t asking for permission. She followed with a fierce flick of liquid liner, the wing sharp enough to kill a man. Or at least, wound his ego.

Her phone buzzed on the counter. A text from Jen: How’s the transformation going? The cougar is emerging from her den! ;)

Christina laughed. A cougar. The term used to make her cringe, but now? It felt powerful. It implied experience, confidence, and knowing exactly what she wanted and not being afraid to go after it. She wasn't looking for another husband; she was looking for an adventure. A hot, uncomplicated, no-strings-attached adventure with a man who wouldn’t take her for granted. At least, not for tonight.

She slicked on a layer of deep, wine-red lipstick—the kind she’d never dare wear to the office—and blotted. The result was stunning. Her hazel eyes, amplified by the garnet shadow, sparkled back at her with a mischief she hadn’t seen in years. The woman in the mirror was a stranger, but a thrilling one.

Slipping into the little black dress was a ritual. The silk whispered against her skin, hugging curves she’d rediscovered at hot yoga classes. She stepped into a pair of killer heels, instantly feeling taller, stronger, invincible. A spritz of perfume at her wrists and décolletage—the final signature on the masterpiece.

Her phone lit up again. This time, it was the Uber app. Her driver, Amir, was two minutes away. The final flutter of nerves took flight in her stomach. This was it. No turning back.

She grabbed her clutch, gave her reflection one last, approving nod, and headed for the door. The click of her heels on the hardwood floor was a confident staccato, a drumbeat marching her toward her new life.

Down in the crisp evening air, a silver Honda Civic pulled up to the curb. She slid into the warm backseat, the city lights of downtown Calgary glittering in the distance like a field of diamonds.

“Good evening,” the Uber driver said as Christina entered the car to sit down.

Christina smiled, a slow, secret smile. “It is now!”
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