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Who Are You?
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Glad you asked. I'm Jeff Rohde, and welcome to my world of successful freelance writing. With over 25 years of experience in the business world, I've mastered the craft of copywriting and content creation, making it possible for me to earn six figures per year. I've written this book, "$100,000 per Year as a Freelance Writer: It's Possible, and Here's How," to help aspiring writers quit their day jobs and work as full-time freelance writers.

In my book, I share practical lessons I've learned as a freelance copywriter, including strategies for finding clients, negotiating rates, and creating captivating content that keeps readers coming back for more. While my experience is in real estate, finance and investment, insurance, accounting, and other business sectors, the strategies and techniques I've employed apply to all types of writers no matter their niche.

Through this book, I offer a blueprint for writers looking to transform their writing passion into a successful freelance career. From managing the business side of freelance writing to maintaining client relationships, my book covers all the key aspects of being a successful freelance writer.

So if you're ready to take the leap into the world of freelance writing, my book is an essential tool for achieving success. Get ready to learn how to quit your day job and earn a comfortable income working as a freelance writer - your dream is possible, and I'm here to show you how!
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Chapter 1 The Perks of Being a Freelance Writer 
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Being a freelance writer is one of the most rewarding and liberating careers you can pursue. Not only does it give you unparalleled flexibility and control in your daily life, but it's also incredibly lucrative. 

For starters, earning six figures (or more) annually as a freelance copywriter is possible. With no boss to answer to or salary cap, you can grow your income as much as you want by increasing your rates or taking on extra projects. You'll also enjoy tax benefits full-time employees cannot access, such as writing off business expenses like software subscriptions and office supplies or setting up a SEP IRA.

But money isn't everything – there are plenty of other perks too. As a freelance copywriter, you get to work on projects that interest you and reflect your unique skills and passions. You'll also be free to set your schedule – no more being stuck in an office from 9-5 every day of the week! Plus, you can work from anywhere worldwide without worrying about time zones or commutes. 

As a freelance content creator, the world is your playground. With nothing but a laptop and a reliable internet connection, you can work from anywhere in the world. So, where are the best places to live the digital nomad lifestyle?

If you're looking for a popular destination, it's hard to beat Chiang Mai, Thailand. Chiang Mai offers low cost of living, excellent internet, and a vibrant community of digital nomads. Bali, Indonesia, is another popular spot with tropical beaches, lush greenery, and a relaxed lifestyle that's perfect for freelancers.

For those looking for something a bit more off-the-beaten-path, consider Brasov, Romania. This charming city, nestled in the Carpathian Mountains, offers a low cost of living, beautiful scenery, and top-notch internet access. Another option is Playa del Carmen, Mexico, which boasts beautiful beaches, delicious food, and affordable housing options.

No matter where you choose to live as a digital nomad, the key is finding a place where you can be productive and happy. These locations are just a few examples of the many great places around the world that offer the freedom and flexibility of the digital nomad lifestyle.

Of course, while living the digital nomad lifestyle can be an incredible experience, it's not for everyone. Many freelance writers choose to stay closer to home, and that's perfectly acceptable.

Writing is a craft that requires dedication and focus, and sometimes being in a familiar environment can help with that. By staying home, you can establish a routine, create a comfortable workspace, and eliminate the distractions that come with the travel and adventure of the digital nomad lifestyle.

Furthermore, for those with families or loved ones, the digital nomad lifestyle can be a challenge, making staying at home an ideal choice. Freelance writing allows for flexible work schedules, making it possible to balance creative pursuits with family responsibilities or other obligations.

In short, the decision to stay home and practice your writing craft is just as valid as the choice to live the digital nomad lifestyle. The key is to find the lifestyle that suits your writing style, and make it work for you.

Finally, there’s the fulfillment of doing what you love as a career. With freelance writing, you can use your creativity and ingenuity in meaningful ways – helping others build their businesses or telling stories that impact readers’ lives. And thanks to the power of technology, it's easier than ever to connect with those who need quality content, allowing you to make a real difference in the world. 

Unlocking the Power Within

THE PHRASE “THE POWER within” is often used to describe the ability we all have to tap into our inner strength, courage, and resilience. It refers to the drive and resourcefulness that resides within each of us, regardless of our circumstances.

For writers, this phrase can be especially applicable. Writing requires confidence in your craft and an unwavering commitment to it even in the face of self-doubt or discouragement. This power comes from within, and it's what helps writers push through any obstacles on their path to success.

In freelance writing, unlocking your personal power within is essential for success. This power can be found in numerous forms, including creative confidence, self-motivation, and sharp discipline. As a freelancer, having faith in your capabilities is paramount. It's important to recognize that you have what it takes to succeed as a freelance writer. Cultivating that belief and having faith in yourself will enable you to take risks and strive for success, even when faced with the most difficult hurdles.

One such writer is J.K. Rowling, the author of the Harry Potter series. In the late 1990s, when she began writing the first book in the series, she was a single mother on welfare, struggling to make ends meet. She had faced numerous rejections from publishers before Bloomsbury Publishing picked up her manuscript. Even then, they only printed 1,000 copies of the first book in the series.

However, despite these setbacks, Rowling never gave up on her writing. Through hard work, perseverance, and incredible talent, she transformed herself into one of the most successful and influential writers of our time. Her books have sold over 500 million copies worldwide, and she is the first billionaire author in history.

Rowling's story is a testament to the power of perseverance and determination. It shows that no matter how many setbacks you experience, you can always tap into the power within and achieve your goals.

Beyond this sense of belief in yourself, strong self-motivation is also key to unlocking this inner potential as a freelancer. It's important to stay organized and on top of deadlines to ensure that projects are completed efficiently and on time. That requires staying focused and motivated despite any temptations or distractions from daily life. Developing an effective routine will help keep you on track so you can make the most out of your efforts as a freelance writer.

Finally, having strong discipline will go a long way toward helping unlock your inner potential as a freelancer. This means investing significant time into developing skills such as research abilities, writing proficiency, and time-management practices—essentially honing your craft daily under new challenges and scenarios. Doing so will improve your work quality and give you more confidence in yourself, which is essential when taking on new projects or tasks as a freelance writer. With dedication and hard work, there's no limit to what individuals can achieve.

Working for Yourself Instead of Someone Else

ANOTHER BENEFIT OF becoming a freelance writer is that you get to be your own boss. No one tells you what to write, when to finish a project, or how much to charge for each piece. A freelancer has complete control over their working environment, meaning writers can decide exactly what type of content they want to produce and how much they should charge. 

Being a freelance writer brings a sense of pride and accomplishment in knowing that your work is entirely for yourself. You can determine what projects you would like to work on and how much time to devote to any given assignment, allowing for complete freedom and flexibility in which jobs to take and when. This opens up a world of possibilities for exploring new subject matter and taking on interesting assignments.

In addition, working independently also allows writers to grow and develop their skills by participating in various forms of professional development to stay ahead of the game. Freelancers can attend workshops, webinars, and write courses and books while learning more about their craft – without pressure from bosses or colleagues. With ample resources available online, such as specialized blogs and podcasts discussing various topics related to freelance writing, freelancers have virtually no limit when it comes to advancing their careers into something greater than themselves.

Discovering New Career Opportunities

FREELANCE WRITING ALSO provides greater access to new opportunities. By diversifying into different areas such as copywriting, ghostwriting, creating websites, marketing content and social media posts, freelance writers open themselves up to new possibilities that would otherwise not be available in traditional settings. The variety of projects ensures that no two days will ever look the same and keeps life interesting for freelancers. 

One of the many advantages of working as a freelance writer is the variety of projects that come your way. Unlike traditional jobs that can become monotonous and repetitive, freelance writing provides the opportunity to work on a diverse range of projects, which keeps things interesting and engaging.

As a freelance writer, you could work on anything from website content to email marketing campaigns, blog posts, white papers, and social media posts, among other projects. This variety of work ensures that you never get bored and that you're constantly learning new things and expanding your skill set.

Additionally, working on different types of projects allows you to diversify your portfolio and build a reputation as a versatile and adaptable writer. You'll be able to showcase your work to potential clients, demonstrating your abilities across multiple formats and industries.

Another benefit of working on a variety of projects is that you can choose the types of projects that interest you most. This allows you to take on projects that align with your personal interests and passions, which can lead to a more fulfilling and enjoyable freelance career.

Beyond the creative aspects, freelance writing is an excellent way to gain valuable professional experience. Working on various projects for different clients allows freelancers to develop their communication skills and build stronger relationships with potential employers or collaborators. Additionally, by taking on assignments from many different companies, individuals can learn how businesses operate from the inside out and equip themselves with important market knowledge that will be invaluable in their future careers.

Furthermore, being part of the freelance writing community allows writers to engage with other creatives and grow their networks. From joining online forums to attending industry events and meetups, freelancers have access to an array of exclusive resources which can lead them down new paths according to their interests and goals. With so much diversity available at one’s fingertips, it is no surprise that the number of digital nomads has dramatically increased over recent years.

According to a recent survey by MBO Partners, a business consulting firm, the number of independent workers in the United States alone is expected to reach 47.2 million by the end of this year. Many of these workers are digital nomads who work remotely while traveling the world.

Furthermore, a recent survey by Upwork, a leading freelance platform, found that 59 million Americans freelanced in 2020, an increase of two million from the previous year. The survey also found that the number of full-time freelancers increased from 7.7 million in 2019 to 9.2 million in 2020.

These figures demonstrate the increasing trend towards remote work and digital nomadism. As technology improves and people seek greater flexibility and autonomy in their work, it's likely that these numbers will continue to rise in the coming years.

Reinvesting in Your Business

IN ADDITION, FREELANCE writing gives individuals greater financial autonomy by allowing them to set their own rates and have a steady income stream each month. As new clients come on board and assignments are completed quickly and efficiently, this can lead directly to increased earnings, which can then be reinvested into further business development, such as buying better software or building websites, or investing in alternative "passive" income streams.

Professional freelance writers can benefit from several different software applications designed to help increase their writing productivity and efficiency. For instance, many freelancers swear by tools such as Grammarly for spell-checking and automatic punctuation or Hemingway for writing guidance. Similarly, ProWritingAid (PWA) provides a more in-depth analysis of writing samples for those looking for more detailed feedback on their content. 

Some other popular software applications include Google Docs for collaboration and cloud storage, Scrivener for organizing projects, Slack for communication purposes, Trello for efficient task management and Asana, which allows users to set specific goals and deadlines while tracking progress along the way. 

When it comes to financial freedom, freelance writing can be a great way to take control of your finances and set yourself up for success. Depending on the type of writing assignments you choose, freelancers can often negotiate higher rates as their skillset grows, meaning they can earn even more than before. More experienced writers may also be able to diversify into niche markets that offer greater potential for higher earnings. These niche markets may be in the business-to-business (B2B) sector, business-to-consumer (B2C) sector, or within specific industries.

For example, B2B niches might include technical writing, medical writing, grant writing, or scientific writing. These areas require specialized knowledge and expertise, and writers with experience in these fields can demand higher rates for their work.

In the B2C sector, niche markets might include travel writing, food writing, or lifestyle writing. These areas may require a writer to have specific experience or expertise, such as experience traveling to exotic locations or knowledge of nutrition and food preparation.

Within specific industries, there are also numerous opportunities for niche writing. For example, a writer with experience in the real estate industry might specialize in writing content for real estate websites, creating social media posts for real estate agents, or composing marketing emails for real estate agencies.

A writer with experience in the legal industry might specialize in creating content for law firm websites or writing legal blogs for attorneys. A writer with experience in the financial services industry might specialize in writing newsletters for investment firms or creating content for financial websites.

The possibilities for niche writing are endless, and by diversifying into these niche markets, experienced writers can not only earn higher rates but also establish themselves as experts in their respective fields.

As a bonus, with digital tools on the rise, freelancers can increase productivity and reach new audiences quickly and easily. Many freelance writers have also created blogs or websites to showcase their expertise and generate additional income. Blogging enables a writer to share their work with a larger audience and potentially monetize their blog with advertising revenue or affiliate marketing. Websites, on the other hand, can be used to create an online portfolio of a writer’s work, promote services, and gain exposure in the industry.

Blogs and websites can also be used by freelance writers to showcase their knowledge and experience in a particular field. For example, a writer specializing in travel might create a blog or website featuring destination guides, reviews of local businesses, and advice for travelers. A food writer might create a blog or website featuring recipes, health tips, and restaurant reviews.

Ultimately, when it comes to financial freedom, freelance writing provides many opportunities for growth and development that might otherwise be unavailable.

Leveraging Freelance Writing Platforms

FINALLY, WHILE BUSINESSES often become stagnant after some time due to limited resources (time & money), freelance writing presents an exciting platform whereby opportunities are constantly being presented through platforms like Upwork or Fiverr–which enable even newer contractors starting out in the industry secure projects with ease thanks to platforms like these. 

Upwork and Fiverr are two of the most popular platforms for freelance writers, offering freelancers the opportunity to find work more easily:

	Upwork offers access to a global network of clients with projects posted daily, allowing freelancers to search for jobs by keyword or category based on their individual skill sets and experience. 

	Fiverr provides a unique system that enables new freelancers to showcase their talents and find creative projects that match their skills. It also allows users to apply for ‘micro-tasks,’ which can be completed quickly and efficiently, resulting in regular income. 


Through both platforms, freelancers in competitive markets can create an effective portfolio of past accomplishments to show potential clients as proof of their expertise. This is a great way for freelancers to stand out from the crowd and demonstrate their abilities. By showcasing prior work samples, clients can get an idea of the quality of work they should expect when working with that specific writer.

Additionally, having a portfolio of past accomplishments will help establish credibility and trust with potential clients. They know that the freelancer they are considering has a proven track record and that they are unlikely to be disappointed with the work delivered.

Having an online portfolio also allows writers to display a wider selection of previous samples than what might normally be included on a resume. This gives writers more opportunities to showcase their talents and make an impression on potential clients. It also helps freelance writers stay competitive in markets where competition for projects is fierce. Ultimately, these platforms make it easier for freelance writers to succeed and earn the financial autonomy they desire.

All in all, numerous distinct advantages come with being a freelance writer: 

	Freedom over working hours and style.

	Having control over projects and rates.

	Access to additional revenue streams.

	Improved financial autonomy.

	Freshness and creativity are enabled by engaging multiple audiences through innovative methods.


Just to name a few. In reality, the list really does go on and on.
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Chapter 2 From 9 to 5 to Six Figures: How To Transition From Your Day Job Into a High-Paying Freelance Writing Career
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As a full-time freelance writer, I often get asked how to make the transition from working 9 to 5 in a day job to pursuing a career as a high-paying freelancer. It can be challenging, but if you start small and set manageable goals for yourself, you’ll find that the transition is achievable. To begin with, try to generate enough extra income on the side to replace one week’s worth of gas or groceries. Once you reach this goal, aim higher and continue setting interim targets until you’re earning enough to completely replace your salary from your day job. 

In this chapter, we’ll explore what it takes to become a successful freelancer - from setting up your business to having the right mindset and doing things differently than traditional employees. We’ll cover topics related to the business of freelance writing, such as finding clients, setting up an effective workflow and managing income. 

We’ll also discuss how to develop a successful writer's mindset so you can tackle any challenges that may arise along your journey. Finally, we'll look at what sets successful freelance writers apart from their peers and how you can use these strategies to craft a successful career for yourself. 

The Business of Freelance Writing

TRANSITIONING FROM a regular 9-5 job to becoming an independent, high-paying freelance writer requires dedication and a clear vision. As with starting any business, many steps must be taken to ensure success. 

There are many things you need to consider before taking on freelance writing, including: 

	Assessing your skills and interests.

	Networking with other professionals.

	Starting small before fully jumping into freelance writing full time.

	Building your online presence.

	Budgeting for expenses.

	Researching potential clients.

	Keeping track of income and taxes.

	Finding mentors who can provide valuable insights. 


Further still, one must do everything one can to attract high-paying clients who value their work and develop strategies to take calculated risks that can take their business to the next level. Let's look at some tips and tricks which will help navigate these waters so that anyone looking to make a transition can start their journey towards becoming a successful freelance writer:

1. Assess your skills and interests - what are you good at and passionate about? This will help guide your search for freelance opportunities.

ASSESSING YOUR SKILLS and interests is important when transitioning from a regular 9-5 job to becoming a freelance writer. Doing so will help you determine what type of freelance opportunities you should pursue. What kind of writing do you enjoy? Do you have a knack for creative writing, or are you more of an analytical writer? Are there certain topics that interest you, like business, finance or science? All of these elements should be carefully analyzed and considered when looking to become a freelance writer. 

It is also essential to evaluate what you are passionate about and how this might fit into the world of freelance writing. Assessing your strengths and weaknesses can help guide future strategy decisions. For example, building relationships with clients needing content creation services would make sense if you excel at creative writing but aren't particularly interested in technical aspects such as SEO optimization. On the other hand, if research and fact-checking come naturally to you, honing those skills could lead to bigger breakouts. 

Taking the time to assess yourself before diving into freelancing full-time puts you in a better position to make informed decisions about finding work, setting rates and managing your workload. This ultimately leads to greater success as a freelance writer since your skill set has been tailored specifically for your chosen niche and what potential clients may be seeking. 

2. Network with colleagues and connections in the industry to find out about potential freelance opportunities. 

NETWORKING IS KEY WHEN it comes to making the transition from a full-time day job to becoming a freelance writer. Connecting with colleagues and others within the industry can be incredibly beneficial in helping you find potential freelance opportunities. Building strong relationships with influencers, potential clients, editors, writers, and anyone else with a hand in the industry will help build your network and grow your career. 

By attending events, joining online forums and actively engaging with people on social media, you can establish yourself as someone knowledgeable in the field. Not only does this give you access to new contacts, but it also builds crucial relationships where you are more likely to hear about projects or tips that may have otherwise been missed out on. Additionally, getting informal advice from those already ingrained in the industry can provide invaluable guidance - something that cannot necessarily be found through research alone.

Network building doesn’t stop once you’ve established a few key contacts; it should be an ongoing process as business trends shift and relationships evolve. As long as you remain active within circles relevant to your chosen freelancing field - whether it's staying up-to-date on the news, attending events or simply reaching out via email or direct messaging - there will always be new connections to make.

3. Start small, with side gigs or freelance projects during your free time, before fully transitioning to freelancing. 

MAKING THE TRANSITION from a full-time job to becoming a freelance writer isn’t something that should be done impulsively. It can take time and patience to establish yourself in the industry and find worthwhile projects, meaning starting small is important. One way of doing this is by taking up side gigs or smaller freelance projects during your free time - this allows you to dip your toe into the freelancing world while still having the safety net of a steady income and building up your capital reserves. 

With small projects, you can hone your skills and gain more experience in different writing styles or topics. Getting familiar with various industries will help broaden your portfolio, which could make it easier once you decide to go full-time as a freelancer. Additionally, side gigs or one-off projects are great for forming relationships with new clients and gaining referrals. This interaction is key when creating a strong network that will sustain you through future projects.

Starting small should not discourage you from jumping into freelancing full-time. Rather, it should provide an opportunity for growth and exploration before committing fully to this path. This way, if something doesn't turn out as expected, you still have other sources of income available until you have established yourself in the freelance industry.

4. Build a strong online presence with a solid portfolio and social media accounts dedicated to your freelance career. 

HAVING A PROFESSIONAL portfolio website showcasing your best work and outlining how you can help potential clients is the first step to taking your career to the next level. Additionally, having social media accounts dedicated to your freelance career helps you build a network with industry professionals and gives your work much-needed visibility.

When curating your portfolio, focusing on quality over quantity is important. A few select pieces that showcase your strengths as an expert in writing will be much more effective than an expansive list of every piece you’ve ever written. Similarly, creating accounts specifically for professional purposes on popular platforms such as Twitter and LinkedIn helps ensure that your shared content is relevant and of interest to potential employers or clients. Not to mention keeping your personal life separate from your working world.

However, it’s not enough to create these social media profiles. Consistency is key to building a strong online presence for your freelancing career. Posting regularly with meaningful and targeted content allows others within the industry to become familiar with you and your services. This familiarity could go a long way in helping to land new opportunities or projects down the line.

5. Set aside money for startup expenses like equipment or marketing. 

EQUIPMENT IS AN INTEGRAL part of being a successful freelancer, so having enough money to purchase all necessary devices, such as a laptop or printer, will be invaluable as you progress in your chosen profession. Additionally, it's important to remember that some investments might not be tangible – marketing efforts are key when launching any business, freelance included. Having sufficient funds dedicated to using advertisements or websites is a great way to increase visibility and reach more potential clients.

It’s also worth remembering that setting aside funds doesn't just apply when starting out. Throughout your freelancing career, it's essential to always have some resources saved up in case of unexpected expenses or a lull in projects. This cushion will ensure you're covered in an emergency and can help reduce any anxiety associated with taking on last-minute jobs for less-than-desirable clients. 

6. Research possible clients and markets for your freelance services. 

SPEAKING OF CLIENTS, researching potential new accounts and markets is essential for building a successful freelance career. By taking the time to understand the needs of different industries, freelance writers can gain valuable insight into the particular types of services and solutions that are in demand. This helps them to create more targeted content that meets the needs of their clients. Additionally, by understanding the needs of a given industry, freelancers can better position themselves in terms of offering their services and tailor their offerings specifically for businesses and organizations within those industries.

In addition to positioning themselves well in terms of offering specific services and solutions, having a deeper understanding of an industry also gives writers greater insight into topics they can write about within that industry. As a result, they can create more meaningful content that adds value to their clientele and increases their chances of success with their projects. This research should also extend to understanding any possible legal requirements in the market for freelancing so that you are always aware of what is expected from you.

By studying various publications within your industry


7. Keep track of contracts, invoices, expenses, and taxes as a self-employed individual. 



8. Find a mentor or join a community of fellow freelancers for support and advice on building a successful career. 




9. Continuously improve and expand your skill set to stay competitive in the industry and attract higher-paying clients. 




10. Be willing to take risks and try new things to continue growing as a freelancer and reaching new levels of success in your career.






The Mindset of a Successful Freelance Writer



	They possess a “growth mindset” – they understand that there will always be something new to learn and strive to keep their knowledge up-to-date. They are open-minded, willing to take risks and embrace change enthusiastically, knowing it can lead to exciting opportunities. They also know how to manage their time effectively, easily balancing workloads and personal commitments. 


	Another important element for success is resilience – things might not always go as planned, and you will have to adapt quickly and make decisions on the fly without panicking. An attitude that embraces failure as part of the learning process can help you overcome setbacks faster. 


	Success depends on being proactive - staying organized, setting clear goals, connecting with colleagues in your field of expertise, and researching potential opportunities. These are all key activities that need consistency if you're looking to reach higher levels of success. A successful freelancer must also possess superior communication skills - they should be able to explain complex topics in simple words while maintaining accuracy and understanding at all times. 


	They know that success is often determined by effort rather than talent alone – doing what others won’t do today makes it easier to achieve tomorrow’s successes. Most importantly, the best freelancers recognize when to take a break from working or step away from projects that don't align with their personal or professional values. Knowing when to take a bit of time off is essential for mental health and overall success.



10 Things Successful Freelance Writers Do Differently







1. Prioritize networking and building relationships with editors and clients. 




2. Value consistent work ethic and productivity. 





3. Know how to manage time effectively. 




4. Constantly learning and improving. 




5. Have a strong understanding of the industry and market trends. 




6. Know how to negotiate fair rates and payment terms. 





7. Prioritize cultivating personal branding. 




8. Know when to turn down projects. 





9. Set clearly defined and achievable goals. 




10. They don't let self-doubt hold them back. 
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