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“And you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free."

John 8:32, RSV2CE.
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“ I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting him who called you in the grace of Christ and turning to a different gospel, not that there is another gospel, but there are some who trouble you and want to pervert the gospel of Christ.”

Galatians 1:6-7, RSV2CE.

Richard T. Ritenbaugh (2001), in his article The True Gospel (Part 6), maintained that ‘It took only twenty years before some had perverted the gospel into something so different that it was no longer good news. The revelation of Jesus Christ that Paul and the other apostles proclaimed throughout the world comes from God and can be learned only through supernatural disclosure (Romans 16:25-26; I Corinthians 2:10; Colossians 1:26). The true gospel message, then, is not readily available to all. God must open one's mind to receive it (I Corinthians 2:7-16), ‘because the carnal mind is enmity against God, Rom. 8:7’ (CGG Weekly, cgg.org).

“Union with Christ is an important part of the application of redemption. We do not become actual partakers of Christ until redemption is effectually applied. “The spiritual man is the person who is indwelt and controlled by the Holy Spirit, and a spiritual state of mind is a state of mind that is produced and maintained by the Holy Spirit. Hence, when we say that union with Christ is spiritual, we mean, first of all, that the bond of this union is the Holy Spirit Himself. Christ dwells in us if His Spirit dwells in us, and He dwells in us by the Spirit. Union with Christ is a great mystery. That the Holy Spirit is the bond of this union does not diminish the mystery, but this truth does throw a flood of light upon the mystery” (John Murray, The Nature of Union with Christ.p.4. Free Grace Broadcaster #214. Union with Christ. 2010).

The valid gospel message that Christ brought, then, is not readily available to all. And this is sad because this is the way to the kingdom of God.

“After the ascension of the Son of God, the active work in the world is carried out by the Holy Spirit, work through which the human person has access to grace. Although grace is imperatively necessary for the deification of man, it must be specified that it does not irresistibly act on man. God considers man's freedom, the freedom by which the human person chooses or does not choose to collaborate with grace. Depending on the free and fully conscious choice that man makes, he lives or does not live in grace and communion with God” (P. G. Daniel., Z. Andrei-Dragoș. 2022. Living in Grace Through The Holy Mysteries. The Relationship Between Grace and Freedom, p.702. Technium Social Sciences Journal Vol. 38, 701-705).

All this is needed so we can walk in the truth avoiding what the apostle Paul describes in Ephesians 4:14, “so that we may no longer be children, tossed back and forth and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the cunning of men, by their craftiness in deceitful wiles” (RSV2CE).

It is not the truth that sets you free; it’s the truth you know that sets you free (Andrew Wommack, 2025), and that truth is waiting for you in the heart of Jesus Christ.
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“For by grace you have been saved through faith; and this is not your own doing, it is the gift of God, not because of works, lest any man should boast.”

Ephesians 2:8-9, RSV2CE.

David S. Dockery (2004), in his journal article The Gospel of Jesus Christ: By Grace Through Faith, maintained that “It is necessary to see that the sin of Adam and Eve (Gen. 3) was not just a moral lapse but a deliberate turning away from God and rejection of Him. The day that they disobeyed God, they died spiritually, which ultimately brought physical death (Gen. 2:17). Spiritual death points to the state of alienation and separation from God as a result of sin. Men and women were created with the possibility of obeying God and never dying”.

“However, the author added- “after sin’s entrance, death became a universal, physical, and spiritual necessity. God takes no pleasure in death; yet even physical death may be the result of spiritual causes and divine displeasure (see Ps. 55:23). Death is so pervasive that the New Testament points to death as a realm where the devil reigns (see Heb. 2:14; Rev. 1:18; 20:13), as a ruler (see Rom. 5:14, 17) and as an enemy or a destructive warrior” (see 1 Cor. 15:26; Rev. 20:14). 

So, Dockery (2004), concluded: “Death is not merely something that happens to people after life; it is the definition and description of life apart from fellowship with God”(Journal for Baptist Theology and Ministry, pp.11-12. Vol. 2 No.2: 6-37).

‘We can choose between God's way and the wrong way, but we cannot live ’somewhere in the middle’ because this will surely bring destructive consequences to our lives [due to our lukewarmness]. Every day in myriad situations, men and women repeat the sin of Adam and Eve in the Garden (Genesis 3:1-6), rejecting God's command to fulfill their desires. (Richard T. Ritenbaugh. Somewhere in the Middle. CGG Weekly, January 27, 2006. cgg.org).

“Grace through faith, the means of salvation. The Bible maintains that faith is how we receive and appropriate the salvation purchased for us by the Lord Jesus Christ. Believers need not fear future condemnation (see Rom. 8:1) because we have been justified by grace through faith” (David S. Dockery, 2024, The Gospel of Jesus Christ: By Grace Through Faith, p.21). 

Accepting God’s divine and righteous standards or rejecting Him is related to our sanctifying grace or our lack of it. 

God has called us through the mediating grace of Christ because grace has an important role in the building of our faith.

‘The interplay between grace and faith is crucial in understanding the Christian doctrine of salvation. Grace is the source, and faith is how salvation is appropriated. This dynamic is evident in the teachings of Jesus and the apostles, who consistently point to faith as the response to God's gracious initiative. In John 1:16-17, the Apostle John writes, “And from his fulness have we all received, grace upon grace. For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ”. This passage highlights the transition from the law to grace, with faith in Christ being how believers receive the fullness of God's grace. (The Role of Grace and Faith. Bible Hub, 2004-2025. biblehub.com).

The apostle Paul told us clearly in Galatians 5:4-5 that “You are severed from Christ, you who would be justified by the law; you have fallen away from grace. For through the Spirit, by faith, we wait for the hope of righteousness”(RSV2CE). Nowadays, sanctifying grace is the source, and faith is the means, if we want to find a way to the heart of Christ, especially in these times in which we live in constant disgrace prompted to sin by corrupted man-made laws that are destroying our societies through hedonism, competition and pride. 

‘The fact is that we simply do not have the power or the goodness to overcome the sinful nature we have inherited from Adam. We need something more powerful, and this is where grace comes in. It is Jesus’ grace that saves us from sin. The means God has chosen to bestow His grace upon us is through faith’ (Got Questions. 2024. What Does it Mean that Salvation is by Grace Through Faith? Got Questions.org).

Andrew Wommack, in his article Living in the Balance of Grace & Faith, maintained that ‘faith is your way of saying yes to God’s grace. Faith only appropriates what God has already provided for you. Grace is what God does. Faith is what we do. It takes both working together for us to receive salvation, healing, or anything else from God. God anticipated every need you could ever have and met those needs through Jesus before you existed. That’s the grace of God. What God provided by grace 2,000 years ago now becomes a reality when a person mixes their faith with it.

Faith – affirmed by the author- appropriates what God has already provided. Grace and faith work together, and our part is to accept what God has already done. Grace must be balanced with faith. Grace without your positive response of faith won’t save you, and faith that isn’t a response to God’s grace will bring you into condemnation (Andrew Wommack Ministries Staff, 2023.awmi.net).

“God’s grace brings about conversion, which signifies our turning to Christ initiated by God. It involves a turning away from sin to righteousness and issues both in service to the world and separation, without withdrawal, from it’(David S. Dockery, 2024, The Gospel of Jesus Christ: By Grace Through Faith, p.24).
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