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A theater can close.
An appetite can only be convinced.

AUTHOR’S NOTE 

The Ploutonion at Hierapolis was a real sacred site built over a fault that vents lethal carbon dioxide. Ancient accounts describe animals dying quickly while priests survived by controlling height and breath. Modern science confirms that dense CO₂ can pool close to the ground, especially in cooler conditions.
This novel uses that historical backbone as a foundation for a mythic fiction of crowds, power, and the stories we build to excuse what we crave to see.
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Chapter 1: The Bargain in Marble Sleep
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A blood-tasting dream offers Theron a crown of fame if he builds a theater on a lethal ridge where truth will be traded like spectacle.
	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Chapter 2: Stone Seats, Hot Breath
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The first volunteers die, the wall ignites with confession, and Theron learns the breath has rules that can be turned into power.
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Chapter 3: Crowns for the Hungry
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Pilgrims surge to the ridge, delighted by exposure, and Theron discovers appetite is easier to monetize than mercy.
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Chapter 4: The Messenger Without Wings
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A barefoot stranger delivers a brutal law, only Theron’s real death can seal the mouth, just as the crowd begins to own the stage.
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Chapter 5: Torch and Laurel
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With no audience to soften the choice, Theron walks into the opening and turns the crown from prize to lock.
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Chapter 6: 2,200 Years of Dirt
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In 2025, Livia uncovers the buried theater tied to her father’s death and realizes modern greed is about to wake an ancient mechanism.
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Chapter 7: Underworld Live
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A luxury theme park tries to sell safe myth, until the real Pluto returns and spectators discover they want the danger.
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Chapter 8: Stadium Theater, Global Screen
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Pluto goes worldwide, hijacking stadiums and cities, and the planet applauds the mirror it should have feared.
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Chapter 9: The Laurel Regrows
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Four thousand meters down, Theron resurrects with the crown rooted in bone and a single purpose to outplay hunger again.
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