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KEY TEXT

Hebrews 5:7 – 6:6 (KJV)

Who in the days of his flesh, when he had offered up prayers and supplications with strong crying and tears unto him that was able to save him from death, and was heard in that he feared;

Though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the things which he suffered;

And being made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him;

Called of God an high priest after the order of Melchisedec.

Of whom we have many things to say, and hard to be uttered, seeing ye are dull of hearing.

For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you again which be the first principles of the oracles of God, and are become such as have need of milk, and not of strong meat.

For every one that useth milk is unskilful in the word of righteousness; for he is a babe.

But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.

Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto perfection, not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works, and of faith toward God,

Of the doctrine of baptisms, and of laying on of hands, and of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgment.

And this will we do, if God permit.

For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted of the heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the Holy Ghost,

And have tasted the good word of God, and the powers of the world to come,

If they shall fall away, to renew them again unto repentance; seeing they crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh, and put him to an open shame.


The Traditional Church

If you are like me, you have read the book of Acts and then looked at your church and wondered, “What happened?” Yes, Jesus established the early church, but men always had the power to change it from what it was or was meant to be. What remains true is that Jesus will build His church.

Countless articles online try to explain why the church is so different from the early church. In a nutshell, we have taught that, “If that redemption were “completed” at the cross or on the day of Pentecost, then miraculous gifts were a useless commodity to the church.”​1  While this theology explained our experiences, I believe the cause of change goes far deeper than a divine decision that signs, wonders, and miracles were a part of the redemptive process and was no longer needed. What we have seen over the last few centuries are isolated individuals pursuing God for what they read in the Scriptures and walking in the same realm as the early Apostles did. Most of the results produced through these hearts after God have been met with much skeptism from the church, and while it does look like the Bible, we prefer to hang on to our belief that it should not be happening anymore, because God decided it shouldn’t.

Slowly, the supernatural consciousness of a powerful kingdom reality creeps into the four walls of the church through isolated individuals who refuse to believe Christianity serves only to get individuals to repeat the sinner’s prayer, get baptized, tarry for the Holy Spirit, speak in tongues initially, and then take a position in church or find a suitable seat to occupy in the congregation. 

Most traditional churches serve little purpose outside the scope of what was listed in the previous paragraph. The responsibility or requirement placed on membership goes no further than that, as we are seemingly incapable of reproducing the power endued to us by the Holy Spirit. We use the name of Jesus like a lucky charm, and we use it in safe mode so nobody ever has to ask us, “Why doesn’t that work?”

It is not clear when the church started to change. Some believe it happened in 70 A.D. when the temple was destroyed, as prophesied by Jesus when He walked the earth as man. I believe the church was intended to become a body of people, with you and I being God’s temple—His earthly habitation, the place where He lives. But, stubbornly, we did not just build back the temple; instead, we have erected many temples we call the ‘house of God,’ which is biblically incorrect. However, it is safer for the world to believe their problems can be solved by coming to a ‘house’ for help, not to us.

True Christianity was always bred and thrived under deep persecution. Even today, real Christian loyalty is tested by the fires of persecution in various countries. These stories don’t make the news though, but it is clear that a liberated form of worship produces weaker, less committed Christians.

Christianity was always an outcast community. It was Constantine who made Christianity legal, for political gain some believe. Whatever the reason, Christianity spread through his influence,  but it was not the same as it was and would prove never to be the same centuries later. 

The church was given a structure, became institutionalized, and tradition based. We were trapped in a cycle of doing the same thing but expecting different results. We taught that backsliders are those who stopped coming to a building and sinners should come to us to be saved, rather than us going to them. This lasted for centuries, but it was never enough for a few people who decided to break free or untether themselves from the system.

The Church Age started to end when non-church goers, filled with the Holy Spirit, begun to move in the power of the Spirit outside the building. Miracles, signs, and wonders began to break out again, much to the disapproval of the majority of the church, who met this move with much skepticism. We saw an emergence of prophets, apostles, evangelists, teachers, and pastors outside the normal structure established and permeated for centuries. The church was waking up spiritually, though only a minority.

There’s a general, spiritual revolution taking place today. The new agers, occultists, obeah (voodoo) gurus are positioning themselves, offering a solution to anyone who has a need by accessing the supernatural dimension. Some are using Scriptures and the name of Jesus to do it. I don’t understand the full theology behind this, but I know it’s happening, all while the traditional church sits dormant, singing songs of revival, burying our dead, evangelizing the saved, utilizing the systems of the world to survive an economic crisis, and crying out for the rapture so we can escape the wrath and judgment of God on most of the human race. But what if God has a different agenda?

No one knows for sure who the writer of Hebrews is. It is assumed to be Paul because of the language. It sounds like Paul’s writing, but the author is really anonymous. Any theology on the authorship of this book is assumed, but whoever wrote Hebrews had insight. They were truly enlightened and saw reality outside of time, space, and matter. In this book, we find the call to “Come Up Higher.” It was always a call for the church. We were never meant to build ministries around signs, wonders, and miracles. We were never meant to build ministries around spiritual gifts and calling. We were never meant to build buildings to house the presence of God. We were meant to be an organism that would grow from a baby into a mature son of God, coming into union with God.  

This is not an attack on traditional churches. I love my church. I believe it served its
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