

To my friends Keri, William, Johanna and Claire.

To my beloved cousin and friend, Sandra.




« Friendship is a bit like a book: some friends are there

for just a page, others for an entire chapter, and then

there are the true ones who stay for the whole story. »

Sandrine FILLASSIER.




CHAPTER 1 :

THE SLED

"Ooooooh"

With his belly flat against the sled, Anoki raced down the mountain at full speed. He felt a little nervous, but he was enjoying the ride. Anoki loved thrills. So, while rushing downhill he continued to brace himself the best he could to keep gaining speed. That was until he spotted the only tree on the mountain planted in the middle of the slope, sticking out like a sore thumb. Without a doubt, Anoki thought, this tree was out of place! He then tried to slow down the sled with his back legs but to no avail.

He continued to slide inescapably towards the trunk until he saw the bark a little too closely!

"Oh nooooo…"

Boom! "Ouch! My head!"
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Mato, Anoki's best friend, hurried over to join him.

"Anoki? Are you Okay?"

"Mato, I'm fine. I'm at the foot of the tree. I really thought I wouldn’t be able to stop. It was so funny!"

"Anoki, I don’t think it’s funny … I was scared. Come on, it's getting late. My mom will scold me if I come home too late and so will yours."

"Mato, don't worry. I'm fine!"

The two companions left to return to the village. Called "Ksapa Makocei," the village of the "Nita" bear tribe is located by Lake of Two Mountains in Canada, near White Fish Bay. The bay is rich with a unique aquatic and forest ecosystem, providing the bears of the tribe with exceptional resources that allow them to eat, drink, and thrive in peace. Discovered decades ago by the Nita, the bay is also a refuge for several other wildlife species.

It is home to deer, moose and caribou; felines, such as the cougar; birds, such as the Canadian goose; and also mammals, like the raccoon with its little bandit mask. In this land of wisdom, all creatures live in harmony.

On the way back, the two companions thought about their day's adventure and promised to do it again tomorrow, “being careful,” Mato kept repeating.

As they entered the village, Anoki heard his mother, Aponi, calling to him in the distance.

"Anoki, it's time for dinner!"

He smelled the sweet odors wafting from the kitchen. He knew that Mother was making French toast!
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Anoki is a little bear with a big appetite. He loves not only sweets, but he loves life too. Anoki lives his life to the fullest. A little too much for his mother's liking, mostly because he is never afraid of getting hurt. He rushes headlong, always ready for anything. One thing is certain though, if he likes to have fun, he also likes the warmth of his home. Nothing beats coming home and being swaddled in the love and hugs from mom.

"Good night, Anoki," whispered his mother.




CHAPTER 2 :

ON THE WAY TO AN UNKNOWN LAND

Early the next morning, Anoki cheerfully slipped out of bed, tiptoeing as quietly as possible. He didn't want to wake his mom. Without having breakfast, he hurried out of his house and went to wake Mato who lived

next door.

As promised the day before, new exploits awaited them today, and he had a fantastic idea!
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With food in their backpacks, Anoki and Mato set off towards the Land of Wolves, also known as "Maka Nashoba." An unknown land, far from their village, which they only heard of through legends told in stories written by their ancestors. In these stories, the ancestors spoke of a magnificent and colorful land where wolves reigned supreme. This place looked like a paradise where thousands of flowers bloomed, each one more beautiful than the next. Some of them even grew in winter, piercing through layers of snow as if by magic. For Anoki, it would be a wonder to behold, these flowers being the very symbol of life. To admire them for their ability to grow and flourish in extreme conditions. As if life came first no matter what. But no bear had dared to venture onto this land. Even if the bear was colossal and stronger than the wolf, the bear knew not to go there. By nature, he could not risk approaching a dangerous place defended by cunning and dexterous wolves that moved in packs. But the two companions must not have heeded the warning; they were too attracted to the mystery of this place.

Half a day's walk separated them from this dangerous land. They spent time by telling each other many stories and laughing out loud in the middle of the snow-covered trees. Anoki and Mato woke up the forest animals as they passed. On the lookout for the slightest news, winter swallows watched with a curious air as the two friends walked by. The birds understood that the cubs were heading towards a place whose secrets they did not yet know. The swallows had a duty to warn Nita village. They could sense that there was danger threatening the little bears. With a beat of their wings, they took flight towards Ksapa Makocei, ready to deliver their urgent message.
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CHAPTER 3 :

WINTER HONEY

On the way through the forest, Anoki saw some beehives. The hives seemed peaceful and asleep, in the grip of winter temperatures. The beehives seemed empty. Anoki and Mato did not yet know that it was an illusion. The honey-producing insect remains very active at this time of year so as not to freeze to death. In winter, the bees gather in the center of the hive and form a cluster around the queen, to protect her from getting chilly. Together they emit heat by contracting their muscles and vibrating their wings. Buzz. Buzz. An activity that lasts all winter.

Caring about nothing other than his desire to savor the sweet taste of honey, Anoki approached a beehive. He asked Mato to give him a boost so he could get closer and get some honey that was hidden in the honeycomb for the bees' survival. Mato was hesitant.

"Anoki, are you sure that's a good idea? It's kind of strange that the beehives seem empty…"

"Of course! Don't worry. Look, they seem to be asleep."

"You'd better not wake them up," warned Mato.

Listening only to his hunger, Anoki climbed on Mato's back. His paws firmly set on his companion's shoulders, he clumsily tried to take down one of the beehives. He tilted it from one side to the other, upsetting its inhabitants. Anoki heard an angry buzzing. He then put his ear close to the hive to listen. Could there be something alive inside? When he felt something land
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