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HOW IT BEGINS

A puppy is a puppy is a puppy.

He’s probably in a basket with a bunch
of other puppies.

Then he’s a little older and he’s nothing
but a bundle of longing.

He doesn’t even understand it.

Then someone picks him up and says,
“I want this one.”




HOW IT IS WITH US , AND
HOW IT IS WITH THEM

We become religious,

then we turn from it,

then we are in need and maybe we turn back.

We turn to making money,

then we turn to the moral life,

then we think about money again.

We meet wonderful people, but lose them
in our busyness.

We’re, as the saying goes, all over the place.

Steadfastness, it seems,

is more about dogs than about us.

One of the reasons we love them so much.
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IF YOU ARE HOLDING
THIS BOOK

You may not agree, you may not care, but
if you are holding this book you should know
that of all the sights I love in this world—
and there are plenty—very near the top of
the list is this one: dogs without leashes.
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EVERY DOG’S STORY

I have a bed, my very own.
It’s just my size.
And sometimes I like to sleep alone
with dreams inside my eyes.

But sometimes dreams are dark and wild and creepy
and I wake and am afraid, though I don’t know why.
But I’m no longer sleepy
and too slowly the hours go by.

So I climb on the bed where the light of the moon
is shining on your face
and I know it will be morning soon.

Everybody needs a safe place.




THE STORM (BEAR)

Now through the white orchard my little dog
romps, breaking the new snow
with wild feet.

Running here running there, excited,
hardly able to stop, he leaps, he spins

until the white snow is written upon
in large, exuberant letters,

a long sentence, expressing
the pleasures of the body in this world.

Oh, I could not have said it better
myself.
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CONVERSATIONS

1.

Said Bear, “I know I’m supposed to keep my eye
on you, but it’s difficult the way you
lag behind and keep talking to people.”

Well, how can you be keeping your eye on me
when you’re half a mile ahead?

“True,” said Bear. “But I’m thinking of you
all the time.”

2.

I had to go away for a few days so I called
the kennel and made an appointment. I guess
Bear overheard the conversation.

. . .

“Love and company,” said Bear, “are the adornments
that change everything. I know they’ll be
nice to me, but I’ll be sad, sad, sad.”
And pitifully he wrung his paws.

I cancelled the trip.
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