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Forewords

Church life and ministry is changing. Alongside this, our communities are changing and are often stressed. How does the Church engage effectively with the communities in which they are set?

That’s the question Rev Vaitu’ulala Ngahe grapples with in this sustained reflection. What Vaitu’ulala presents is not simply a theoretical statement of we might or should do, but a set of possible actions and directions based on his own experience in ministry. These practical examples are deepened by theological reflections that explore the place of community ministry in wider theology. For this, Vaitu’ulala – in his personal style – makes use of images that relate to the two key communities he has worked in. These images then provide resources for the theological reflection.

I think this is great! I have enjoyed reading the material, thinking about it, and imagining the contexts involved and how the ideas could be related to other settings. I’m convinced that community-engaged ministry of this kind is essential if the church is to have a relevant future in our society. Surely, this has been the location of the church and its ministry until very recently. It’s only the separation of ‘church and state’ over the last 200 years that has driven the church into a world of its own, often out of relevant touch with the communities in which its set.

One of the scary things this raises is that we need to change our practice of ministry. Vaitu’ulala’s experience and insights push us to recognise ministry as wider than the congregation and its life, and involve thoughtful examination of the issues and themes of our communities, plus a determination to engage with those communities in ways relevant their specific needs and characteristics. This is a big ask! I’m not sure how well prepared many of us are to make this shift. But Vaitu’ulala points us in fruitful directions. My hope would be that we pay attention to his words and guidance, and then take this further in the life and ministry of the Church.

Vaitu’ulala brings the perspective of a Tongan presbyter in his reflection. And it’s great to see him prepared to write down his experience in this way – something that has not happened much in the context of the Pacific communities of the Church. At the same time, he has been working in cross-cultural Church settings and communities, and speaks as a Methodist presbyter working in general ministry.

I commend Vaitu’ulala’s reflection, Weaving, Networking & Taking Flight, to all in the Church, and pray that his insights will influence our thinking, our perspectives, and our practice into the future.

Rev Dr John Salmon

~ ~ ~ | ~ ~ ~



One of the reasons we have been Methodists all our lives is the way John Wesley went “into the highways and byways to preach the word of God.” This philosophy allows you to take your belief out into the community.

Vaitu’ulala has the same approach to his theology, as these writings show. His early ministry has helped him to integrate his preaching into two entirely different communities, (Avondale and Manurewa). We believe at the end of his ministry he will look back at this time as a steep learning curve, but one where he enabled the churches to show how Christ is the Light in our community. Never before in the history of the Methodist Church of New Zealand – Te Haahi Weteriana o Aotearoa, has so much change been necessary to accommodate such diversity in culture and, within the community, so many different ethnicities and social concerns to tackle.

One line of a 2009 local newspaper article, by Vaimoana Tapaleao, sums up a lot that Vaitu’ulala has written: “We can’t stop the history of this place – we’re trying to write another story.”

Discipline – Drive – Dedication – Doing!

These words sum up the basis of our Methodist heritage from John Wesley. They form the backbone of our Methodist faith and caring for the marginalised in our community.


	The basis of weaving denotes working together using our strengths to serve the needs in our community. It also shows the on-going nature of our work. We are God’s hands and we work together with God.



	The work of the spider spinning a web and reinforcing it to make it strong enough to do its task. Spiders don’t give up. They keep on going!



	The bird rises above its problems and denotes the power the Holy Spirit gives us to achieve God’s task. The feathers show the warmth and protection God gives us and the great love God has for us!





We hope this book will help many to catch the dream of how to move forward together in a positive way in serving the community, and the upkeeping of our church complexes.

Robin Ziegler & Margaret Ziegler

~ ~ ~ | ~ ~ ~



It is a privilege to write this foreword for ’Alifeleti Vaitu’ulala Ngahe in support of his reflections on his ministry in Manurewa and Avondale.

The reflections gathered in this book reinforce the well-known proverb, “It takes a village to raise a child.” This idea in ministry is fundamental to developing the personal excellence of every person within our communities. We should not journey alone.

Rev Vaitu’ulala has demonstrated the importance of outreach into the wider community to ensure we action the teachings of God to all people not just those within the walls of our own church family.

It has been a pleasure working alongside Rev Vaitu’ulala in my community of Manurewa and seeing him bring the words of God to life through his vision of ministering to all of God’s children without judgement.

This book contains analogies and parables that encompass a wealth of community growth. Perhaps they can be summed up in this well-known proverb:

E kore e taea e te whenu kotahi
ki te raranga i te whariki
kia mohio tatou ki a tatou.
Ma te mahi tahi o nga whenu,
ma te mahi tahi o nga kairaranga,
ka oti tenei whariki.
I te otinga
me titiro tatou ki nga mea pai ka puta mai.
A tana wa,
me titiro hoki
ki nga raranga i makere
na te mea, he korero ano kei reira.

The tapestry of understanding
cannot be woven by one strand alone.
Only by the working together of strands
and the working together of weavers
will such a tapestry be completed.
With its completion
let us look at the good that comes from it
and, in time we should also look
at those stitches which have been dropped,
because they also have a message.

I commend to you the reflections of my friend ’Alifeleti Vaitu’ulala Ngahe.

Angela Dalton
Manurewa Local Board Chairperson


Preface

We are honoured and privileged to have been asked by Rev Vaitu’ulala Ngahe to contribute to his work by each providing a preface to his book. We understand there are other contributors so we are encouraged in knowing the author is seeking different and balanced perspectives on his book. This attitude is very representative of Rev Ngahe as a fair open minded person, and more importantly as a professional minister of religion.

We decided to write this jointly as we feel we hold similar, if not the same, views on things relating to Rev Ngahe’s ministry, which we have been blessed to witness as church members. As a professional couple, our perspective on this book is primarily a professional one. This worthy book will be useful to people doing similar jobs such as fellow ministers of religion, other related professions, students, parishioners and the general public.

Our own jobs are very demanding physically and mentally. We are attributed respect, but with much expectation from the public. This can be very stressful. Dealing with people is difficult to manage, especially when there are limits to what you can do for them. Sometimes, you need to get away from it all. 

We manage this on a daily basis by timetabling our lives so that work and rest hours are well defined. Yet when we reflected on this, we realised that the calling and  work of a church minister is much harder. Ministers also deal with people, but they have a 24/7 job, which is under intense scrutiny all the time. 

These reflections by the author on his work over the last nine years since entering Ministry are impressive. The story of his journey, the challenges and how he has coped by adapting the metaphorical models of the mat, spider and soaring bird, to keep him focused on the greater vision of the church, while being patient enough to implement the smaller steps that build up for bigger outcomes towards that vision, are fascinating and humbling at the same time.

The concepts of the unfinished mat that must continue to be woven close to perfection; and the image of the painstaking but skilful deployment by the spider of its complex web to capture and achieve its goal for nourishment, both entail patience. Patience is a virtue and is Christ like, and it is no wonder that the author exhibits a lot of it.

The soaring bird projects a noble image. As Christian professionals, we need an overarching appreciation of all facts pertaining to a situation – through doing good groundwork – and a clear overview of the purpose of our work, before we can effectively deal with any situation arising within it. 

We view this book as a valuable professional resource for all types of people. It is a testament to the fusion of Rev Ngahe’s inherent cultural values and perceptions as a Tongan person, his Western theological training, and his personal wisdom, to produce what all professional people desire – successful, evidence-based outcomes
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