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Idioms, Idioms everywhere!

What's This Book is About?
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This book is about idioms. For those of you who are not acquainted with idioms, this book will help you to recognise idioms because when you see words coloured in a pinky colour, then you know they're idioms. 



You can't go a day without hearing an idiom - there're everywhere; there is an estimated twenty-five thousand of them circulating in the English language. 

We say them all the time to express ourselves in a more simple way, quick and colourful way  - using the smallest set. So it's really important to understand idioms otherwise we won't understand what people are saying to us.

That word 'idiom" comes from the French word, "idiome" or the Latin word "idiomana" which means a peculiar speech or a peculiarity in language. It means an expression peculiar to a particular people or language or place. The word "idos" means "own" or "private" or "special case".  By the way, "idos" is also where the word "idiot" comes from, but if you learned many idioms, you would be far from an idiot.

––––––––
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SO IDIOMS MEANS EXCEPTIONS to the rules of grammar because they are in a world of their own as thay are allowed to break the rules of grammar. Idioms are special cases in the laws of English called grammar. They're peculiar because they are stand-alone sentences which are given a permit by the grammar-police to break the rules because people have got into the habit of saying that sentence in that peculiar way because it sounds better or is quicker to say like that.  For example, "Waste not want not" is grammatically incorrect but because it sounds quick and simple,  people have got used into saying it like that instead of the proper way of, "If you don't waste, you will never be in want."  So everyone accepts it as an idiom; they are ways to express yourself in a more simple and succinct way. That word "succinct" means expressing yourself in a clear and quick way. But you have to say the entire idiom as a stand- -alone-sentence, you can't just split it up as people will not recognise it - for example, "Waste Not!"

If you know alot of idioms, it will make your conversation much more colourful and help you to express yourself much better and quicker; however, idioms can be tricky at times - especially for children when they grow up. When children hear an idiom for the first time, it can trip them up. See, idioms are peculiar, because, number one, they are allowed to break the rules, and number two because you should not take them as literal. For example,  "Its raining cats and dogs!" If you take that statement as literal, then you might be looking up in the sky for a very long time scouring for flying cats and dogs. See, that's because idioms should not be taken literally unless you really did see cats and dogs raining. And just now, I used that word "flying" as an idiom because when you see cats and dogs raining from the sky, they don't fly but they rain.
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My Words are Colourful For A Reason!
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Another example where you shouldn't take sentences as literal is the sentence I used just now to express myself when I said idioms will make your sentences and conversation much more "colourful". Of course, we all know words don't really come in colours like pink or purple but that word "colourful" just means "interesting". I also said idioms can trip you up - that also mustn't be taken as literal because idioms can't really trip you up because they are not vindictive as they don't have feelings!  

––––––––
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SO, THAT'S WHY WHEN children hear idioms for the first time, they can get themselves "in to a real pickle - for example, this is what happened to Jade and Jessi who were classmates in the Sixth Grade of middle school as they say in the U.S.A, or primary school in the U.K. in Year Six.

Read what happens in Chapter One:
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Chapter One

Jade At School
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Jade and Jessi were sitting in class copying from the blackboard rows of sentences containing vocabulary that they had just learned from a storybook all the class had read. 

Jade let his imagination run away with him so he thoughts turned to his latest purchase he had made on the way to school at his local newsagent a bag if marbles tied together in a stringed bag. Jude's mind was wondering and thinking about his new bag of marbles he had - he longed for the morning bell to ring so that he could play a game of marbles with his brand new, spanking marbles. Jade couldn't contain himself so he put down his pencil and just lifted his school desk and could see his brand new, stringed bag of marbles gleaming from the darkness. When he saw them sparking from inside the darkness of his desk, they were inviting him to pick them up; he could feel the excitement of adrenalin pumping through his body at the prospect of playing his new marbles in the morning breaktime. Jade couldn't resist reaching inside his desk to just hold that single stringed bag of marbles which contained so many different marbles of all the colours of the rainbow. 

He took them out from under the lid of his desk and he was feeling the glass texture of each marble as he grasped them between his thumb and finger, playing with them in the palm of his hand.

Just then, Jessi noticed that he was playing passively with his marbles. So she got Jade's attention. "Hey Jade?" Calling over to him, whispering. No response. "Hey Jade...!" She whispered again, "Are you two marbles short upstairs ?"

Jade glanced sideways to Jessi, "What are you saying about my marbles?"

I'm not was talking marbles but about your brain or brainlessness." Jessi pointed out. "I mean, have you lost your marbles? Can't you see that Mr.Black is on the warpath and if he catches you playing with your marbles in class, he will probably report you to the principal and get your marbles confiscated. And then you really will be up the creek without a paddle or a marble!"

Jade replied, "What's the creek and paddling got to do with my marbles?"

Jessi replied, "All I'm saying is, you better not let Mr. Black see you with that bag of marbles."

'Oh, I'm just holding them for a few seconds." Replied Jade.

Jessi looked exasperated, "Hey, have you lost your marbles?" She asked him.

Jade replied, "Of course, I haven't lost my marbles because, as you can see, I haven't yet opened my bag of marbles." Replied Jade, holding his marbles up to Jessi.


"Look Jade..!" Replied Jessi, raising her voice with anger but somewhat self restricted  because of Mr. Black. "..I'm not talking about your marbles - I'm talking about your blatant disregard to danger. I can see you're not holding your bag of marbles but your playing with them." She added. She wanted to say, "That means you two marbles short up in your head!" but she didn't want to confuse Jade.


"Oh, don't worry about him." Jade replied. "I'm watching him twice as much as he's watching me." He said proudly. "And he's got thirty-five pupils to watch, I only have one of him to watch!" He said with a tiny smile.


Jessi replied, "Are you pulling my leg?" 

Jade answered adamantly, "How can I be pulling your leg - I'm about ten meters from both your legs?" He said, looking bewildered by her claim.

Jessi replied, "Now you really are pulling my leg!"


Jessi further said, "Just be quiet, otherwise you'll get us both into trouble!"

Just then, the bell rang to sound that it was time for the children's breaktime. 

Jade couldn't wait to get outside and play with his new set of marbles. When he got to the playground he ran to the nearese drain-cover where he was used to playing wvery day these days. Of course, he was clutching his brand new, spanking marbles inside that stringy-bag. He ripped open the bag and clutched hold of the marbles, gazing at them and holding them up against the Sun, mesmerised by the gleaming colours streaming through them in the morning sunlight. "WOW! He exclaimed.

He picked out two marbles and then placed the other five in his pocket; he was itching to play another game of Drain-cover marbles. He looked in the direction of one of his friends
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