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My love of College Football began in 1966.  As a 7-year-old kid I remember watching the Notre Dame-Michigan State “Game of the Century”.  Next, I remember the 1967 USC-UCLA game and O.J. Simpson weaving through the UCLA defense for the winning touchdown with 6 minutes left in the game. I remember the 1968 Rose Bowl, Indiana vs USC.  Who was this Indiana team that went to the Rose Bowl over my beloved Minnesota Golden Gopher’s?  I attended my first college football game in 1971.  Michigan vs Minnesota at Memorial Stadium on the Campus of the University of Minnesota.  My Aunt Roberta took me.  I was hooked after that.  The Golden Gophers were defeated that day 35-7 by the Wolverines.  George Honza of the Golden Gophers scored the only touchdown that day on a pass from Craig Curry.  Ironically, I met Mr. Honza in January of 2017 while officiating a basketball game.  Growing up in a rural farming town (Alden) in southern Minnesota, as a youth I spent a lot of my Saturday’s in the fall watching ABC Sports College game of the week.

This book is for all the College Football fans, casual or diehard, historians or those who just plain love the College game.  I hope everyone enjoys it.

Steve Fulton

College Football Patriot Series Books

Available at: https://stevesfootballbible.com/college-football-patriot-series/

Also available at numerous online book retailers
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Brief History of LSU Tigers Football

[image: ]


[image: http://nationalchamps.net/Helmet_Project/LSU.gif]LSU plays their home games in Baton Rouge in Tiger Stadium, which is known as “Death Valley”. Tiger Stadium is notable for putting all 5 yard line numbers on the field, not just those that are multiples of 10. However, the 10 yard line numbers are the only numbers that get directional arrows, as the rules make no provision for 5 yard line numbers. LSU's Tiger Stadium sports "H" style goal posts, as opposed to the more modern "Y" style used by most other schools today. This "H" style allows the team to run through the goal post in the north end zone when entering the field. The crossbar from the goalposts which stood in the north end zone of Tiger Stadium from 1955 through 1984 is now mounted above the door which leads from LSU's locker room onto the playing field. The crossbar is painted with the word "WIN!", and superstition dictates every player entering the field touches the bar on his way out the door. The tradition of playing night games in Tiger Stadium began on October 3, 1931 when LSU defeated Spring Hill 35-0. Several reasons were cited for playing at night such as avoiding the heat and humidity of afternoon games, avoiding scheduling conflicts with Tulane and Loyola football, and giving more fans the opportunity to see the Tigers play. Attendance increased and night football became an LSU tradition. LSU has also traditionally played better during night games based on winning percentage.

LSU has fielded a team every year since it began play in 1893, except in 1918 due to World War I. It has competed in the Southeastern Conference (SEC) since 1933, and in the conference's Western division since 1992. Previously, LSU was a member of the Southern Intercollegiate Athletic Association (SIAA) from 1896 to 1921 and the Southern Conference (SoCon) from 1922 to 1932. LSU ranks 16th most in victories in NCAA Division I FBS history and claims four National Championships (1958, 2003, 2007, and 2019), 16 conference championships, and 39 consensus All-Americans. LSU has appeared in 56 Postseason/Bowl games and has a 31-24-1 record. They have made 13 appearances in the Sugar Bowl and have a 6-7 record. They have a 5-1 record in the Chick-Fil-A Peach Bowl. They have played in 5 Cotton Bowl Classics (3-1-1) and 5 Orange Bowl Classics (2-3). They are 10-2 vs ACC teams in Bowl games but are 0-4 vs Nebraska in Bowl games.

1800s (1893–1899)

Louisiana State University (LSU) played its first football game in school history on November 25, 1893, losing to Tulane in the first intercollegiate contest in Louisiana. The game sparked a rivalry between the Tigers and the Green Wave that has lasted generations. The Tigers were coached by university professor Dr. Charles E. Coates, known for his work in the chemistry of sugar. Future Louisiana governor Ruffin G. Pleasant was the quarterback and captain of the LSU team. In the first game against Tulane, LSU football players wore purple and gold ribbons on their uniforms. According to legend, purple and gold were chosen because they were Mardi Gras colors, and the green was sold out. The rules of play in 1893 were more like rugby than what might be considered modern football.

LSU achieved its first victory by beating Natchez Athletic Club 26–0 in 1894. Samuel Marmaduke Dinwidie Clark has the honor of scoring the very first touchdown in LSU history. The first football game played on the LSU campus was at State Field on December 3, 1894, a loss against Mississippi. LSU's only touchdown in that game was scored by the head coach, Albert Simmonds. This was the first year of play for William S. Slaughter who lettered as an end for 5 years (1894, 1895, 1896, 1897, 1898). Slaughter was LSU's first five time football letterman. By 1895, LSU had its first win in Baton Rouge.

The 1896 team was the first to be called the "Tigers" and went undefeated, winning the school's first conference championship in the school's first year as a member of the Southern Intercollegiate Athletic Association (SIAA), the first southern athletics conference. Coach Allen Jeardeau returned for his second but final year at LSU in 1897 for two games in Baton Rouge. A yellow fever outbreak throughout the South caused the postponement of LSU's classes starting, and the football season being cut back to only two games. Another outbreak of yellow fever like the one in 1897 caused LSU to play only one game in 1898. By the time LSU was able to play its only game of the season, Allen Jeardeau had departed from the school as head football coach, and no provision had been made to replace him. The job of coach then fell to the team's captain, Edmond Chavanne. New coach John P. Gregg led the Tigers to a 1–4 season in 1899, including a loss to the "iron men" of Sewanee. The only wins were in an exhibition game against a high school team—which LSU does not officially record as a win—and against rival, Tulane.

Building the program (1900–1934)

Chavanne was rehired in 1900, posting a 2–2 record. He was replaced by W. S. Borland as head coach in 1901, who led the team to a successful 5–1 season. After a 22–2 loss to Tulane, LSU protested to the SIAA and alleged that Tulane had used a professional player during the game. Several months later, the SIAA ruled the game an 11–0 forfeit in favor of LSU. The seven-game 1902 season was the longest yet for the Tigers and featured the most games on the road. The 1903 season broke the previous season's record, with nine games. Dan A. Killian coached the team from 1904 to 1906. Running back René A. Messa made the All-Southern team in 1904. Edgar Wingard coached the team in 1907 and 1908. In 1907, LSU became the first American college football team to play on foreign soil in the 1907 Bacardi Bowl against the University of Havana on Christmas Day in Havana, Cuba. LSU won 56–0. John Seip ran back a 67 yard punt return. The 1908 team posted an undefeated 10–0 record. Quarterback Doc Fenton led the nation in scoring with 132 points. He threw a 40 yard touchdown pass to Mike Lally in the win over Auburn. The National Championship Foundation retroactively awarded 1908 LSU the national championship though it is not claimed by LSU. This season also led to a SIAA championship; but was clouded by accusations of professionalism from rival school Tulane. Auburn and Vanderbilt were among those listed as alternative conference champions.

1910 was a disastrous year for the Tigers. After a strong 1909 campaign which saw their only conference loss come to SIAA champion Sewanee, the team lost some star power with Lally, Seip, and center Robert L. Stovall all graduating. In 1912, coach Pat Dwyer developed a "kangaroo play" in which back Lawrence Dupont would crawl between offensive lineman Tom Dutton's legs, supposedly very effective in short yardage situations. Fullback Alf Reid made the All-Southern team in 1913. LSU's largest loss margin came on October 31, 1914 in a game against Texas A&M in Dallas, Texas. In 1916, three coaches led the team for parts of the season. The coaches were E. T. MacDonnell, Irving Pray, and College Football Hall of Fame coach Dana X. Bible. Due to World War I, no games were scheduled or played for the 1918 season by LSU. Pray also served as head coach for full seasons in 1919 and 1922, compiling a total record of 11–9 at LSU. In 1923, Mike Donahue left Auburn to become the seventeenth head football coach at LSU. 1924 saw the first game played at the newly built Tiger Stadium, with an original seating capacity of 12,000. Donahue retired after the 1927 season. Vanderbilt coach Dan McGugin recommended Russ Cohen for the LSU coaching job, which he accepted in 1928. That season, offensive tackle Jess Tinsley made the All-Southern team. In 1931 LSU played its first night game in Tiger Stadium, a 31–0 victory over Spring Hill. In Biff Jones' first season as head coach, the 1932 team tied for the Southern Conference championship in its last season as a member of the conference. The season included a five-game winning streak in which LSU outscored its opponents by a combined 162–0.

Moore and Tinsley era (1935–1954)

Under head coach Bernie Moore, LSU won their first Southeastern Conference (SEC) Championship finishing with a 5–0 conference record and 9–2–0 overall in 1935. LSU played in their first Sugar Bowl game, falling to No. 4 TCU 3–2 at Tulane Stadium. The Tigers and Horned Frogs both took home the Williamson Poll national championship, which is not claimed by LSU. The team was led by Abe Mickal and Gaynell Tinsley, cousin of Jess. The 1936 team won the school's second SEC Championship finishing with a 6-0 conference record and 9–1–1 overall. The Tigers finished runner-up to Minnesota in the AP Poll. LSU won the Williamson Poll and Sagarin Ratings national championships, which are not claimed by the school. LSU's largest margin of victory, and most points scored in a football game came on November 21, in a game at Tiger Stadium against USL (University of Southwestern Louisiana, now the University of Louisiana at Lafayette). The final score was LSU 93, USL 0. The 1937 team featured Ken Kavanaugh and was upset by Vanderbilt using a hidden ball trick, the school's first-ever victory over a ranked opponent. The 1946 team played in one of the most notable instances of the Cotton Bowl Classic – "Ice Bowl." LSU, led by head coach Moore and quarterback Y. A. Tittle, entered the game against Arkansas with a 9–1 record. Ice, sleet, and snow pelted the stadium as LSU players filled oil drums with charcoal and started fires for makeshift heaters while fans built fires in the stands. LSU dominated the game with a 271–54 advantage in total yards and 15–1 advantage in first downs, but that didn't equate to the numbers on the scoreboard. The game ended in a scoreless tie and LSU finished the season 9–1–1.

Paul Dietzel era (1955–1961)

In 1955, Paul Dietzel became the head coach at LSU. During Dietzel's first three years, none of his teams had a winning season. In 1958, however, Dietzel came up with a unique "three-platoon system." Instead of replacing individual players during the game, Dietzel would bring in an entirely new set of players between plays and series. The three teams were called the White Team (the first-string offense and defense), the Go Team (the second-string offense), and the Chinese Bandits (the second-string defense). The system worked, as the 1958 team won the school's first national championship, beating No. 12 Clemson 7–0 in the Sugar Bowl. The only score was a pass from Billy Cannon to sophomore Mickey Mangham, one of the smallest players on the team. Cannon won the Heisman Trophy in 1959. On Halloween, late in the game between No. 1 LSU and No. 3 Ole Miss, LSU was trailing 3–0. Cannon returned a punt 89 yards for a TD, breaking seven tackles. This has become known as Cannon's Halloween Run. The Rebels then drove down the field but were stopped on the LSU 1 yard line as the game ended resulting in a 7–3 victory for LSU in Tiger Stadium. In the Sugar Bowl, one of the most anticipated rematches in college football history took place. This game, however, would not be the classic that transpired only weeks before. Ole Miss dominated the game from start to finish and came away with a decisive 21–0 win over the Tigers. LSU finished the season having only given up 29 points.

Charles McClendon era (1962–1979)

In the 1966 Cotton Bowl, unranked LSU upset undefeated and No. 2 ranked Arkansas, winning the game 14–7 and snapping Arkansas' 22-game winning streak. In 1972, No. 6 LSU survived an upset bid from unranked Ole Miss in Tiger Stadium by winning the game on a TD pass from QB Bert Jones to RB Brad Davis. Ole Miss fans say the 1972 contest featured a few seconds of free football. The Tigers trailed the Rebels 16–10 with four seconds to play. After a lengthy incompletion by Jones, the game clock still showed one second remaining. The Tigers used the precious second to win the game on the "last play," 17–16. A song was written to commemorate the game, called "One Second Blues", (track #11) which is featured on the CD "Hey Fightin' Tigers". The alleged home-clock advantage inspired a sign at the Louisiana state line (as you left Mississippi) reading, "You are now entering Louisiana. Set your clocks back four seconds."

Stovall, Arnsparger, Archer, and Hallman (1980–1994)

LSU defeated Alabama 20–10 in Birmingham, Alabama in what was Bear Bryant's last game coaching against LSU, in 1982. LSU's defense held Alabama to 119 yards of total offense, as the Tigers defeated the Tide for the first time since 1970. Later that week, LSU's defensive front seven of Melancon and Joiner (OLBs); Richardson and Williams (ILBs); and Marshall, Elko and Dardar (DL) were named the "Associated Press Sportswriters' Defensive Player of the Week." It was the first time an entire front-seven unit was so named. In 1988, unranked LSU staged a near-literal, earth-shattering upset victory over No. 4 Auburn in Tiger Stadium, winning the game 7–6 with 1:41 remaining on a touchdown pass from quarterback Tommy Hodson to running back Eddie Fuller. The reaction of the crowd was so immense that it registered as an earthquake on a seismograph in LSU's Howe-Russell Geoscience Complex. It has been dubbed the "Earthquake Game." 

Gerry Dinardo era (1995–1999)

Wearing its white jerseys at home in Tiger Stadium for the first time since 1982, LSU upset No. 5 Auburn in 1995, winning the game 12–6 as LSU DB Troy Twillie intercepted Auburn QB Patrick Nix's 11 yard pass into the end zone with no time remaining. This game marked a return to national significance in head coach Gerry DiNardo's first season. After nine straight losses to Steve Spurrier-led Florida, the No. 14 Tigers shocked the No. 1-ranked defending national champion Gators 28–21 in Tiger Stadium in 1997, making the cover of Sports Illustrated. It was the first time LSU beat a No. 1 ranked team and the first time the goalposts were ever torn down in Tiger Stadium.

Nick Saban era (2000–2004)

In head coach Nick Saban's first season of 2000, LSU returned to national prominence by beating No. 11 Tennessee in overtime 38–31 on ESPN, after which the goal posts were torn down for only the second time in the history of Tiger Stadium. The victory over Tennessee also marked the first time that LSU played in an overtime game at home. Just a few weeks later, the goal posts were again ripped down as LSU beat Alabama 30–28 on CBS in Baton Rouge for the first time in 31 years. This was the third and final time that the goal posts came down in Death Valley. In 2001, No. 21 LSU staged an upset victory over No. 2 Tennessee in the SEC Championship, winning 31–20. The victory earned LSU a spot in its first Sugar Bowl since 1986 and knocked the Volunteers out of national title contention. No. 16 LSU survived an upset bid from unranked Kentucky in 2002 by winning the game 33–30 on a 75 yard Hail Mary pass as time expired known as the "Bluegrass Miracle." Kentucky coach Guy Morriss had received the traditional Gatorade bath right before the Hail Mary. Kentucky fans, believing they had won, had already rushed the field and torn down one goal post. n 2003, No. 11 LSU outlasted No. 7 Georgia, 17–10. With ESPN College Gameday on hand for the first time since 1997, Quarterback Matt Mauck found wide receiver Skyler Green for a 34 yard touchdown with 3:03 remaining in the game. All-American cornerback Corey Webster sealed the victory with an interception in the final minute. LSU won its second title and became the BCS national champion by defeating Oklahoma and their highly touted Heisman Quarterback, Jason White, 21–14 in the 2004 Sugar Bowl.

Les Miles era (2005–2016)

In Les Miles's first season as LSU head coach, the Tigers home opener against Arizona State was moved to Sun Devil Stadium because of Hurricane Katrina. With one end zone painted with "www.KatrinaSRF.com" and the other with "Together We Stand" along with logos of the states of Louisiana and Arizona, LSU rallied in the fourth quarter for a 35–31 comeback victory. No. 2 LSU played what was hyped as one of the most exciting games ever played in Tiger Stadium against No. 9 Florida in 2007. The game is also known for the LSU students leaving thousands of messages on the phone of Florida quarterback, Tim Tebow, prompting him to give a "telephone" hand gesture to the LSU student section following an early touchdown. Florida began the fourth quarter with a 24–14 lead, but behind solid defense and being a perfect 5 for 5 on fourth down conversions, the Tigers were able to take the lead 28–24 with 1:06 left in the game after a Jacob Hester touchdown to defeat the Gators. It was LSU's first national primetime game on CBS since 1981. LSU went on to defeat No. 1 Ohio State in the BCS national championship 38–24, becoming the first school to win two BCS national championship titles and improving their BCS record to 4–0, the best of any team. They also became the first two-loss team to ever play in the BCS national championship.

The ninth regulation game of the 2011 season for LSU found the number 1 nationally ranked Tigers against the second-ranked Alabama Crimson Tide in a match called "The Game of the Century" or the "Matchup of the Year". Both teams were undefeated, and both were also coming off a bye week; viewed as important to the BCS Championship Game as the "inside track" by many of the sportswriters, the press built up the game in a Super Bowl-style atmosphere. Ultimately, the game came down to field position and a series of field goals as the top-ranked defenses of both teams prevented any touchdowns. Alabama missed three field goals and a fourth was blocked during regulation, leading to a 6–6 tie heading into overtime. On the first possession of overtime, Alabama again missed a field goal from 52 yards out, only to watch LSU earn the win on the next possession with a chip-shot field goal. As a result, it was the second-lowest scoring match-up between #1 and #2 teams in the history of the NCAA, with a 9–6 decision. For the first time in BCS National Championship history, two SEC teams, number 1 LSU and number 2 Alabama again faced each other in the National Championship Game. Alabama won the game, 21–0. The SEC-only title game added impetus to the push for a national playoff system and hastened the death of the BCS system as implemented up to that time. On September 25, 2016, Miles was fired after losing to the Auburn Tigers as quarterback Danny Etling failed to snap the ball before time expired which negated what would have been the game winning touchdown pass to wide receiver D. J. Chark. Ed Orgeron was named interim head coach. Miles compiled a win–loss record of 114–34 (.770) with LSU.

Ed Orgeron era (2016–2021)

Ed Orgeron was named permanent head coach on November 26, 2016. In 2017, Ed Orgeron's first full season as head coach, LSU compiled a record of 9–4 overall and 6–2 in the SEC. Orgeron's tenure as permanent head coach began with a rocky start as an early home loss to non-conference opponent, Troy, sparked national criticism. Orgeron then followed this with a home victory against the 10th ranked Auburn Tigers which reduced some of the media discussion regarding Orgeron being on the hot seat. LSU finished the season with a loss in the Citrus Bowl against Notre Dame.

In his second season, Orgeron finished with a record of 10–3 overall and 5–3 in the SEC. The team won a New Year's Six bowl game defeating the UCF Knights in the 2019 Fiesta Bowl. In the 2019 season, Orgeron coached the Tigers to an undefeated regular season. This included LSU's first win against Alabama since 2011 to break an eight-game losing streak against the Crimson Tide and guaranteed the Tigers a spot in the 2019 SEC Championship Game against Georgia, in which they were victorious, 37–10. The SEC Championship Game victory secured LSU's spot as the No. 1 seed in the College Football Playoff. In the playoffs, LSU first defeated No. 4 seed Oklahoma, 63–28, in the semi-final matchup and followed it up with a victory over No. 3 seed Clemson, 42–25, in the national title game to secure the 2019 National Championship. Ed Orgeron became the third consecutive LSU head coach to win a national championship and, just as his predecessor Les Miles had done, won the title in his third year as head coach. 

During the 2021 season, the University and Coach Orgeron agreed to part ways after the 2021 season and Orgeron was allowed to coach through the end of the season, including any Bowl Games.
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Traditions
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Tiger Stadium

	5 yard lines – Tiger Stadium is notable for putting all 5 yard line numbers on the field, not just those that are multiples of 10. However, the 10 yard line numbers are the only numbers that get directional arrows, as the rules make no provision for 5 yard line numbers. 

	H-style goal posts – LSU's Tiger Stadium sports "H" style goal posts, as opposed to the more modern "Y" style used by most other schools today. This "H" style allows the team to run through the goal post in the north end zone when entering the field. The crossbar from the goalposts which stood in the north end zone of Tiger Stadium from 1955 through 1984 is now mounted above the door which leads from LSU's locker room onto the playing field. The crossbar is painted with the word "WIN!", and superstition dictates every player entering the field touches the bar on his way out the door.

	Night games in Tiger Stadium – The tradition of playing night games in Tiger Stadium began on October 3, 1931 when LSU defeated Spring Hill 35–0. Several reasons were cited for playing at night such as avoiding the heat and humidity of afternoon games, avoiding scheduling conflicts with Tulane and Loyola football, and giving more fans the opportunity to see the Tigers play. Attendance increased and night football became an LSU tradition. LSU has also traditionally played better during night games based on winning percentage. 

	Pregame show – Louisiana State University Tiger Marching Band "pregame show" was created in 1964 and revised over the next nine years into its current format. The marching band lines up along the end zone shortly before kick-off. Then the band strikes up a drum cadence and begins to spread out evenly across the field. When the front of the band reaches the center of the field, the band stops and begins to play an arrangement of "Pregame" (Hold That Tiger). While it does this, the band salutes the fans in all four corners of the stadium. Then the band, resuming its march across the field, begins playing "Touchdown for LSU".


Victory Hill – The LSU football players, coaches, cheerleaders, and Mike the Tiger in his cage, "Walk Down Victory Hill" on North Stadium Drive prior to each home game on their way to Tiger Stadium. Thousands of fans lined both sides of the road to watch and cheer for the Tigers football team. The practice was started under head coach Gerry Dinardo and it endures today. The LSU Tiger Marching Band or The Golden Band from Tigerland, Golden Girls and Color guard, "March Down Victory Hill" about an hour prior to each home game. Fans line both sides of the road and listen for the cadence of drums announcing the band's departure from the Greek Theatre and await the arrival of the band. The band stops on top of Victory Hill and begins to play their drum cadence while beginning to march down Victory Hill. The band then stops on Victory Hill and begins to play the opening strains of the "Pregame Salute." Then, while playing the introduction to "Touchdown for LSU," the band begins to run in tempo through the streets and down the hill amidst the crowd of cheering fans. From there, the band enters the PMAC and plays a pep rally for TAF members.

Songs and cheers

	Callin' Baton Rouge – The Garth Brooks song "Callin' Baton Rouge" is played over the PA system in Tiger Stadium prior to kickoff for each game. 

	First, second, and third-down cheers – When the Tigers are on offense and earn a first down, the fans perform the "First Down Cheer". It includes the "Hold that Tiger" musical phrase from "Tiger Rag" played by the LSU band and the fans shout "Geaux Tigers" at the end of each phrase. The "Second Down Cheer" is a musical selection that is followed by the crowd chanting L-S-U! The "Third Down Cheer" is based on the song "Eye of the Tiger" by Survivor.

	Geaux Tigers – A common cheer for all LSU athletics, Geaux Tigers, pronounced "Go Tigers", is derived from a common ending in Cajun French names, -eaux. Fans began using this spelling in the 1990s to add local flavor to the standard cheer. The phrase was trademarked by the university in 2005. 

	Hot Boudin – A cheer before and during games about famous food in Louisiana. It goes "Hot boudin, cold coush-coush, come on tigers, push push push." Push is pronounced poosh to rhyme with coush-coush [koosh-koosh]. Coush-coush is a Cajun dish generally served for breakfast.


White Jerseys

LSU is notable as one of the few college football teams that wear white jerseys for home games as opposed to their darker jerseys (in their case, purple). The tradition started in 1958, when Coach Paul Dietzel decided that LSU would wear white jerseys for home games. Another story is the tradition first started when Dietzel had LSU wear white at home for good luck against a ranked Georgia Tech team in 1957 because Georgia Tech's team had long been known for wearing white at home. LSU won the game, and he continued that tradition for the 1958 season and LSU went on to win the national championship that year. Since the 1958 championship season, LSU continued to wear white jerseys at home games through the 18-year tenure of Charles McClendon. Then in 1983, new NCAA rules prohibited teams from wearing white jerseys at home. Because of this, LSU wore purple jerseys during home games from 1983 to 1994. LSU again began wearing white jerseys at home when the 1995 season began. In LSU's first home game with the white jerseys, unranked LSU prevailed in a 12–6 upset victory over #6 Auburn. The 1995 rule allowing LSU to wear white at home had one stipulation: the visiting team must agree for conference and non-conference games.

Jersey #18

Jersey #18 is an LSU tradition established in 2003 when quarterback Matt Mauck guided LSU to a national championship. After Mauck's final season, he passed jersey #18 to running back Jacob Hester, who helped LSU win the 2007 national championship. The jersey became synonymous with success on and off the field as well as having a selfless attitude. Each season, a player is chosen by the coaching staff to wear the #18 jersey
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National Championships
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1958 Season {11-0 #1 AP, #1 UPI}

The Tigers were coached by Paul Dietzel in his fourth season and earned its third SEC championship and sixth conference championship overall. Dietzel won the AFCA Coach of the Year Award. The Tigers were led by a backfield of Louisiana locals Billy Cannon, Warren Rabb, and Johnny Robinson, all of whom received first-team All-SEC honors after the season. The team is perhaps most remembered for Coach Paul Dietzel's unique "three-platoon system", of which the "Chinese Bandits" were a part. The Chinese Bandits were the backup defensive unit on Coach Paul Dietzel's LSU Tigers football teams, most notably the 1958 and 1959 teams. While they lacked experience and talent, the Bandits were notable for their tenacity and toughness. The unit was hugely popular among fans and has since become part of LSU sports lore. After finishing the season with a 10–0 record the team was named national champion by the Associated Press (AP) and the Coaches Poll (UPI). Billy Cannon was selected as a first team All-American. Cannon was The Sporting News Player of the Year. Two LSU players were drafted in the 1959 NFL Draft.


	9/20/1958

	LSU

	
	@

	
	Rice (5-5)

	
	26

	6

	W


	9/27/1958

	LSU

	#15

	@

	
	Alabama (5-4-1)

	
	13

	3

	W


	10/4/1958

	LSU

	#13

	vs

	
	HARDIN-SIMMONS (6-5)

	
	20

	6

	W


	10/10/1958

	LSU

	#11

	@

	
	Miami (2-8)

	
	41

	0

	W


	10/18/1958

	LSU

	#9

	vs

	
	KENTUCKY (5-4-1)

	
	32

	7

	W


	10/25/1958

	LSU

	#3

	vs

	
	FLORIDA (6-4-1)

	
	10

	7

	W


	11/1/1958

	LSU

	#1

	vs

	#6

	MISSISSIPPI (9-2)

	
	14

	0

	W


	11/8/1958

	LSU

	#1

	vs

	
	DUKE (5-5)

	
	50

	18

	W


	11/15/1958

	LSU

	#1

	@

	#20

	Mississippi State (3-6)

	
	7

	6

	W


	11/22/1958

	LSU

	#1

	@

	
	Tulane (3-7)

	
	62

	0

	W


	1/1/1959

	LSU

	#1

	vs

	#12

	Clemson (8-3)

	NBC

	7

	0

	W


	Coach: Paul Dietzel

	
	
	
	
	Season Record >>

	
	282

	53

	11-0




Schedule Source: Steve’s Football Bible LLC

[image: Paul Dietzel, Coach Who Led L.S.U. to Its First National Title, Dies at 89  - The New York Times]
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2003 Season {13-1 #2 AP, #1 Coaches Poll, National Champions}

Coached by Nick Saban, the LSU Tigers compiled an 11–1 regular season record and then defeated the No. 5 Georgia Bulldogs in the SEC Championship Game, Afterward, LSU was invited to play the Oklahoma Sooners in the Sugar Bowl for the Bowl Championship Series (BCS) national title. LSU won the BCS National Championship Game, the first national football championship for LSU since 1958. Saban was voted the AP Coach of the Year, the Eddie Robinson Coach of the Year, and won the Paul “Bear” Bryant Award. Chad Lavalais was selected as a first team All-American. Seven Tigers were selected in the 2004 NFL Draft. Michael Clayton (WR) (Tampa Bay) was a #1 pick.


	8/30/2003

	LSU

	#14

	vs

	
	LOUISIANA-MONROE (1-11)

	
	49

	7

	W


	9/6/2003

	LSU

	#13

	@

	
	Arizona (2-10)

	TBS

	59

	13

	W


	9/13/2003

	LSU

	#12

	vs

	
	WESTERN ILLINOIS 

	
	35

	7

	W


	9/20/2003

	LSU

	#11

	vs

	#7

	GEORGIA (11-3)

	CBS

	17

	10

	W


	9/27/2003

	LSU

	#7

	@

	
	Mississippi State (2-10)

	espn2

	41

	6

	W


	10/11/2003

	LSU

	#6

	vs

	
	FLORIDA (8-5)

	CBS

	7

	19

	L


	10/18/2003

	LSU

	#10

	@

	
	South Carolina (5-7)

	espn2

	33

	7

	W


	10/25/2003

	LSU

	#9

	vs

	#17

	AUBURN (8-5)

	ESPN

	31

	7

	W


	11/1/2003

	LSU

	#7

	vs

	
	LOUISIANA TECH (5-7)

	
	49

	10

	W


	11/15/2003

	LSU

	#3

	@

	
	Alabama (4-9)

	ESPN

	27

	3

	W


	11/22/2003

	LSU

	#3

	@

	#15

	Mississippi (10-3)

	CBS

	17

	14

	W


	11/28/2003

	LSU

	#3

	vs

	
	ARKANSAS (9-4)

	CBS

	55

	24

	W


	12/6/2003

	LSU

	#3

	vs

	#5

	Georgia (11-3)

	CBS

	34

	13

	W


	1/4/2004

	LSU

	#2

	vs

	#3

	Oklahoma (12-2)

	ABC

	21

	14

	W


	Coach: Nick Saban

	
	
	
	
	Season Record >>

	
	475

	154

	13-1




Schedule Source: Steve’s Football Bible LLC

[image: LSU&#39;s 1958, 2003 title teams make ESPN&#39;s list of top 150 college football  teams all time | LSU | theadvocate.com]
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2007 Season {12-2 #1 AP, #1 Coaches Poll, National Champions}

The team's head coach was Les Miles, who entered his third year at the helm. It won the Southeastern Conference (SEC) championship and the national championship–their third claimed national championship. The team overcame two triple-overtime losses and four other close games to become the first, and only, two-loss Bowl Championship Series (BCS) national champion ever. The Tigers played eight teams that were ranked in the polls. On their way to the BCS national championship, the Tigers won their tenth SEC championship by defeating Tennessee in the SEC Championship Game. The Tigers finished the season having earned the Southeastern Conference championship trophy, the Grantland Rice Award, the MacArthur Trophy, the Associated Press Trophy and the AFCA National Championship Trophy. Glenn Dorsey (DT) and Craig Steltz (S) were selected as first team All-Americans. Dorsey won the Bronko Nagusrski Award, the Lombardi Award and the Outland Trophy. Seven Tiger players were selected in the 2008 NFL Draft. Dorsey (Kansas City) was a #1 pick.


	8/30/2007

	LSU

	#2

	@

	
	Mississippi State (8-5)

	ESPN

	45

	0

	W


	9/8/2007

	LSU

	#2

	vs

	#9

	VIRGINIA TECH (11-3)

	ESPN

	48

	7

	W


	9/15/2007

	LSU

	#2

	vs

	
	MIDDLE TENNESSEE (5-7)

	
	44

	0

	W


	9/22/2007

	LSU

	#2

	vs

	#12

	SOUTH CAROLINA (6-6)

	CBS

	28

	16

	W


	9/29/2007

	LSU

	#2

	@

	
	Tulane (4-8)

	espn2

	34

	9

	W


	10/6/2007

	LSU

	#1

	vs

	#9

	FLORIDA (9-4)

	CBS

	28

	24

	W


	10/13/2007

	LSU

	#1

	@

	#17

	Kentucky (8-5)

	CBS

	37

	43

	L


	10/20/2007

	LSU

	#5

	vs

	#18

	AUBURN (9-4)

	ESPN

	30

	24

	W


	11/3/2007

	LSU

	#3

	@

	#17

	Alabama (7-6)

	CBS

	41

	34

	W


	11/10/2007

	LSU

	#2

	vs

	
	LOUISIANA TECH (5-7)

	
	58

	10

	W


	11/17/2007

	LSU

	#1

	@

	
	Mississippi (3-9)

	CBS

	41

	24

	W


	11/23/2007

	LSU

	#1

	vs

	
	ARKANSAS (8-5)

	CBS

	48

	50

	L


	12/1/2007

	LSU

	#5

	vs

	#14

	Tennessee (10-4)

	CBS

	21

	14

	W


	1/7/2008

	LSU

	#2

	vs

	#1

	Ohio State (11-2)

	FOX

	38

	24

	W


	Coach: Les Miles

	
	
	
	
	Season Record >>

	
	541

	279

	12-2




Schedule Source: Steve’s Football Bible LLC

[image: Classic Study Hall: LSU vs Ohio State (2007) - Football Study Hall]
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[image: Photo: Look At The Hat Joe Burrow Wore After The National Championship]2019 SEASON {15-0, #1 AP, #1 Coaches Poll, National Champions} 

The 2019 LSU Tigers football team were led by their third-year head coach Ed Orgeron.

LSU began the year ranked sixth in the preseason AP Poll and were projected to finish in second in the SEC West behind Alabama. The Tigers secured an undefeated regular season that included wins over top-ten-ranked teams Texas, Florida, Auburn, and Alabama. In the SEC Championship Game, LSU defeated Georgia to win their first conference title since 2011. LSU was ranked No. 1 in the final College Football Playoff rankings of the season, earning them a spot in the national semi-final game to be played at the Peach Bowl. They dominated fourth-ranked Oklahoma in that game, 63–28, to advance to the CFP Championship Game. There, they defeated the defending national champions Clemson, 42–25, to secure LSU's fourth claimed national title in school history, the second undefeated champion in the CFP era, and the second 15–0 season among any team in the modern era. Owing to their dominant performance against a historically difficult schedule, several pundits have called the team the greatest in college football history. 

LSU's record-setting offense was led by senior quarterback Joe Burrow, who won the Heisman Trophy by the largest margin in the history of the award, and broke several NCAA FBS records, including most touchdown passes (60), and highest passer rating (202.0). He was accompanied on offense by 1,400 yard running back Clyde Edwards-Helaire, and two 1,500 yard receivers Ja'Marr Chase and Justin Jefferson, the former winning the Biletnikoff Award as the best wide receiver in the country. LSU's defense was anchored by two All-American defensive backs in Jim Thorpe Award winner Grant Delpit and true freshman Derek Stingley Jr. Linebacker Jacob Phillips led the SEC in tackles. Head coach Ed Orgeron was awarded several national Coach of the Year honors.


	8/31/2019

	LSU

	#6

	vs

	
	GEORGIA SOUTHERN

	ESPNU

	55

	3

	W


	9/7/2019

	LSU

	#6

	@

	#9

	Texas

	ABC

	45

	38

	W


	9/14/2019

	LSU

	#4

	vs

	
	NORTHWESTERN STATE

	SEC

	65

	14

	W


	9/21/2019

	LSU

	#4

	@

	
	Vanderbilt

	SEC

	66

	38

	W


	10/5/2019

	LSU

	#5

	vs

	
	UTAH STATE

	SEC

	42

	6

	W


	10/12/2019

	LSU

	#5

	vs

	#7

	FLORIDA

	ESPN

	42

	28

	W


	10/19/2019

	LSU

	#2

	@

	
	Mississippi State

	CBS

	36

	13

	W


	10/26/2019

	LSU

	#2

	vs

	#9

	AUBURN

	CBS

	23

	20

	W


	11/9/2019

	LSU

	#1

	@

	#2

	Alabama

	CBS

	46

	41

	W


	11/16/2019

	LSU

	#1

	@

	
	Mississippi

	ESPN

	58

	37

	W


	11/23/2019

	LSU

	#1

	vs

	
	ARKANSAS

	ESPN

	56

	20

	W


	11/30/2019

	LSU

	#1

	vs

	
	TEXAS A&M

	ESPN

	50

	7

	W


	12/7/2019

	LSU

	#1

	vs

	#4

	Georgia

	CBS

	37

	10

	W


	12/28/2019

	LSU

	#1

	vs

	#4

	Oklahoma

	ESPN

	63

	28

	W


	1/13/2020

	LSU

	#1

	vs

	#3

	Clemson

	ESPN

	42

	25

	W


	Coach: Ed Orgeron

	
	
	
	
	Season Record >>

	
	726

	328

	15-0




Schedule Source: Steve’s Football Bible LLC
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Heisman Trophy Winners
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[image: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/a/a7/Billy_Cannon_statue-crop.jpg/220px-Billy_Cannon_statue-crop.jpg]Billy Cannon 

Cannon was twice unanimously named an All-American, helped the 1958 LSU team win a national championship, and received the Heisman Trophy as the nation's most outstanding college player in 1959. His punt return against Ole Miss on Halloween night in 1959 is considered by fans and sportswriters to be one of the most famous plays in LSU sports history. William Abb Cannon was born in Philadelphia, Mississippi, to Harvey and Virgie Cannon. The family moved to Baton Rouge, Louisiana, where his father worked during World War II. While attending Istrouma High School in Baton Rouge, Cannon drew attention for his speed, strength, and size; he excelled in football, basketball, and track. In football in 1955, his senior year, Cannon scored 39 touchdowns, was included in All-State and All-America teams, and led the Istrouma Indians to a state championship. Although generally appearing in just the first half of games, he scored 229 points that season, a state record at the time. In track and field, he ran the 100 yard dash in 9.6 seconds and put the shot over 56 feet, setting what were state records at the time for both events.

Halloween Night - On Halloween night, Cannon led LSU into Tiger Stadium to face the third-ranked Ole Miss Rebels. For most of the game, neither team's offense managed to reach the end zone. Late in the fourth quarter, when the Tigers trailed 3–0, Cannon returned a punt 89 yards for a touchdown, breaking seven tackles and running the last 60 yards untouched. The Rebels mounted one last drive and reached the Tigers' 1 yard line before Cannon and Warren Rabb made a game-saving tackle on the fourth down and with 18 seconds on the clock. The Tigers won 7–3. After the game, Cannon lay down in the tunnel, exhausted and unable to reach the locker room. LSU's chances to repeat as national champion effectively ended the following week with a 14–13 loss to Tennessee, after a failed two-point conversion attempt by Cannon. The Tigers finished the season with a rematch against Ole Miss in the Sugar Bowl, in which they were defeated 21–0.

[image: Billy Cannon, 1959 Heisman Trophy winner later convicted of counterfeiting,  dies at 80 - The Washington Post]Heisman Trophy - After the season, Cannon was awarded the Heisman Trophy as the nation's most outstanding player in 1959. In the award's balloting of 1,197 media members, he received 519 first-place votes; runner-up Richie Lucas received 98 such votes. Although he scored only six touchdowns during the season, Cannon's defensive play and his performance on Halloween night was enough to convince voters. He received the award from Vice President Richard Nixon during a ceremony on December 9 at the Downtown Athletic Club in New York City. Nixon described him as "not an ordinary Cannon, but an atomic Cannon—the ultimate weapon in the arsenal of Paul Dietzel." He was the second player from the SEC to win the trophy, following Georgia's Frank Sinkwich in 1942. Cannon was also a repeat winner of nearly every award he won the previous season, including unanimous All-America recognition.

[image: Rookie Rundown: QB Joe Burrow, LSU]Joe Burrow 

After starting his college football career as a backup at Ohio State, he transferred to play for the LSU Tigers in 2018, where he became the starter and eventually led LSU to the College Football Playoff National Championship in 2019. Burrow passed for over 5,600 yards with 60 touchdowns that season, the latter being the most in a single season in NCAA Division I Football Bowl Subdivision (FBS) history. He won several awards and honors for his performance, including the Heisman Trophy and Maxwell Award. Many journalists and sportswriters deemed the season to be one of the greatest ever by a college quarterback. He was selected first overall by the Bengals in the 2020 NFL Draft. 

Joseph Lee Burrow was born in Ames, Iowa on December 10, 1996, the son of Robin and Jim Burrow. Jim is a former football player and coach whose career lasted over 40 years. Burrow was born in Ames when his father was on the staff for the Iowa State Cyclones. According to a 2019 Sports Illustrated story, "the Burrow athletic lineage dates back nearly a century." In the 1940s, one of his grandmothers set a Mississippi state high school record with an 82-point game in basketball. His paternal grandfather played basketball at Mississippi State; his uncle, John Burrow, played football at Ole Miss; and two older brothers also played football at Nebraska.

[image: LSU quarterback Joe Burrow wins Heisman Trophy in landslide vote | College  football | The Guardian]Burrow attended Athens High School (2011–14) in The Plains, Ohio, leading the school to three straight playoff appearances and the school's first seven playoff victories in school history. During his career, he passed for 11,416 yards with 157 passing touchdowns and rushed for 2,067 yards with 27 rushing touchdowns. He was awarded the state's Mr. Football Award and Gatorade Player of the Year award as a senior in 2014. He and his Bulldog teammates went 14–1 that season. He was also a standout basketball player and was named first-team all-state at point guard his senior year. Burrow was rated as a four-star football recruit and was the eighth-highest ranked dual-threat quarterback in the class of 2015 according to the 247Sports Composite. He committed to Ohio State to play football on May 27, 2014. After redshirting his first year at Ohio State in 2015, Burrow spent the next two years as a backup to J. T. Barrett. Over the two years, he played in 10 games, completing 29 of 39 passes for 287 yards and two touchdowns. Realizing that Dwayne Haskins would be named starting quarterback at Ohio State, Burrow transferred to Louisiana State University (LSU) on May 20, 2018. Burrow had graduated from Ohio State in three years with a degree in consumer and family financial services and would be immediately eligible as a graduate transfer. In his first year at LSU, Burrow was named the starting quarterback as a redshirt junior in 2018. In an early season road trip to then-No. 7 Auburn, Burrow threw for 249 yards and a touchdown enroute to a 22–21 win. He was named SEC Offensive Player of the Week following the victory. He again earned SEC Offensive Player of the Week honors following a 292 yard, three-touchdown performance against Ole Miss two weeks later. Burrow helped lead the Tigers to a 10–3 record, including a win over UCF in the Fiesta Bowl, and a No. 6 ranking in the final AP Poll. Burrow finished the season with 2,894 yards passing, 16 touchdowns, and five interceptions. He added 399 rushing yards and seven rushing touchdowns.

On December 14, 2019, Burrow was awarded the 2019 Heisman Trophy, earning over 1,800 votes more than the runner up, Jalen Hurts. It was the largest margin in the history of the award, and the highest share of possible points available. Burrow's Heisman acceptance speech, in which he referenced the rampant poverty and food insecurity affecting his hometown, inspired over US$450,000 in donations towards the local food bank in Athens County from over 13,000 donors. Other awards he won that year include the Maxwell Award, Walter Camp Award, Johnny Unitas Golden Arm Award, Davey O'Brien Award, Lombardi Award and Manning Award.
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Jayden Daniels

Daniels was born on December 18, 2000, in San Bernardino, California. He was a 4 star recruit out of Cajon High School in California and the recipient of the Ken Hubbs Award for 2019. He was ranked number two in the nation for dual-threat quarterbacks. Daniels committed to Arizona State on December 13, 2018. 

[image: A person in a suit holding a trophy

Description automatically generated]In 2022, Daniels transferred to Louisiana State University to play for the LSU Tigers. On November 11, 2023, Daniels passed for 372 yards and three touchdowns and ran for 234 yards and two touchdowns in a 52–35 win over the Florida Gators. He became the first player in FBS history to record at least 350 passing yards and 200 rushing yards in the same game. On November 18 against the Georgia State Panthers, Daniels went 25–for–30 with 413 passing yards, 93 rushing yards, and eight total touchdowns. In 2023 he won the Johnny Unitas Golden Arm Award, Walter Camp Award, Davey O’Brien Award, AP College Football Player of the Year, Sporting News College Football Player of the Year, SEC Offensive Player of the Year and was a Consensus First team All-American after throwing for over 3,800 yards and 40 touchdowns. Daniels won the Heisman Trophy becoming the third player in LSU history to win the award behind Joe Burrow and Billy Cannon.
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Retired Numbers
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	No.

	Player

	Pos.

	Career

	Retired


	20

	Billy Cannon

	RB

	1957–1959

	1960


	37

	Tommy Casanova

	DB

	1969–1971

	2009


	21

	Jerry Stovall

	RB

	1960–1962

	2018




Billy Cannon – See Heisman Trophy Winners

[image: Tommy Casanova LSU 3 Time All American | College Football Crazy]Tommy Cassanova 

Casanova attended the Roman Catholic Notre Dame High School in Crowley, Louisiana. As a senior at Notre Dame, he was chosen to play in the Louisiana High School Coaches Association all-star game. After high school, Casanova attended Louisiana State University in Baton Rouge, where he played for the LSU Tigers football team. He was a running back, kick returner, and defensive back for the Tigers. As a freshman in 1968, he led the Bayou Bengals in rushing with 209 yards on 54 attempts. He also returned punts and kickoffs and was a defensive standout. 

In 1969, Casanova's first year on the varsity, he was shifted to cornerback. LSU fielded four defensive All-Americans in linebackers George Bevan and Mike Anderson, defensive tackle Ron Estay, and Casanova. Casanova was recognized as a first-team All-American by Football News. The Tigers lost only one game that year, to arch-rival Ole Miss. As a junior in 1970, Casanova was a consensus All-American. He earned first-team honors from the Associated Press (AP) and American Football Coaches Association (AFCA), and second-team honors from United Press International (UPI) and the Central Press. In a 61–17 rout of Ole Miss in the final game of the regular season, Casanova had punt return touchdowns of 61 and 73 yards, tying the NCAA record for punt return touchdowns in a game. Prior to his senior year in 1971, Casanova was featured on the front cover of the September 13, 1971 issue of Sports Illustrated, with the headline, "Tommy Casanova of LSU, Best Player in the Nation." In the second game of the season, against Texas A&M, Casanova pulled his right hamstring muscle and subsequently missed the next five games. He recorded his only interception of the year later that season in a nationally televised 28–8 victory over No. 7 Notre Dame. Despite missing nearly half the season due to injury, Casanova was again a consensus All-American, earning first-team recognition from the Football Writers Association of America and UPI. After his college career, Casanova played in the 1972 Chicago College All-Star Game against the Dallas Cowboys. His defensive play was lauded in the All-Stars' 20–7 loss. 

Casanova was inducted into the College Football Hall of Fame in 1995. In 2000, the Walter Camp Football Foundation selected Casanova for their All-Century team, honoring the best college football players of the 20th century. His jersey number 37 was retired by LSU football on October 10, 2009.
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Jerry Stovall 

[image: Jerry Stovall - Wikipedia]Stovall was a unanimous selection to the 1962 College Football All-America Team as a halfback. Stovall played professionally as a defensive back and punter in the National Football League (NFL) with the St. Louis Cardinals from 1963 to 1971. Stovall served as the head football coach at his alma mater, LSU, from 1980 to 1983, compiling a record of 22–21–2 in four seasons and leading the 1982 team to an appearance in the 1983 Orange Bowl. He was the athletic director at Louisiana Tech University from 1990 to 1993. He is the only player in LSU history to be named a Unanimous All-American (1962), be selected to the college football hall of fame (2010), be selected as a first round pick (1963), and to be selected to the pro bowl (1966, 1967, and 1969). Born and raised in West Monroe, Louisiana, Stovall graduated from West Monroe High School in 1959. He played at LSU in, succeeding Heisman Trophy winner Billy Cannon as the Tigers' halfback. Stovall served a multitude of roles for the Tigers, including running back, defensive back, return specialist, and punter. His primary position was left halfback, which in the days of one-platoon football was both a running back and defensive back. His 57 yard run in 1961 helped LSU defeat arch-rival Ole Miss by a score of 10–7 in a major upset. Stovall was a unanimous choice for the All-America team of 1962 at halfback. He won the Walter Camp Memorial Trophy as the nation's best back, was named SEC Player of the Year, and was the runner-up for the Heisman Trophy. He finished 89 votes behind Oregon State's Terry Baker.

[image: Honoring No. 21: LSU football to retire jersey of Tigers great Jerry  Stovall | LSU | theadvocate.com]After his NFL career, Stovall became a college football assistant coach. He eventually returned to LSU, as an assistant for head coach Charlie McClendon. Stovall became LSU's head coach as an emergency hire after new head coach Bo Rein died when his plane depressurized and disappeared over the Atlantic Ocean. In Stovall's four years with the Tigers (1980–1983), LSU finished 7–4, 3–7–1, 8–3–1, and 4–7. Only one of Stovall's teams appeared in the final AP Poll: the 1982 team. That team finished the season ranked No. 11 after it beat No. 4 Florida, No. 8 Alabama, and No. 7 Florida State and earned a spot in the Orange Bowl, where LSU lost, 21–20, to a No. 3 Nebraska team led by Tom Osborne. As a result of his performance in 1982, Stovall was named the national coach of the year by the Walter Camp Football Foundation, as well as the SEC Coach of the Year.
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College Football Hall-of-Fame
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LSU has had nine players, and five head coaches inducted into the College Football Hall of Fame.

Players


	Player

	Position

	Seasons at LSU

	Inducted


	Gaynell Tinsley

	End

	1934–1936

	1956


	Ken Kavanaugh

	End

	1937–1939

	1963


	Abe Mickal

	RB

	1933–1935

	1967


	Doc Fenton

	QB, End

	1904–1909

	1971


	Tommy Casanova

	CB

	1969–1971

	1995


	Billy Cannon

	HB

	1957–1959

	2008


	Jerry Stovall

	HB

	1960–1962

	2010


	Charles Alexander

	HB

	1975–1978

	2012


	Bert Jones

	QB

	1969–1972

	2016


	Glenn Dorsey

	DT

	2004-2007

	2021


	Kevin Faulk

	RB

	1995-1998

	2022




Tommy Cassanova and Jerry Stovall see retired numbers. Billy Cannon see Heisman Trophy winners.

Gaynell Tinsley

[image: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/thumb/c/c4/Gaynell_Tinsley_playing_for_LSU.jpg/160px-Gaynell_Tinsley_playing_for_LSU.jpg]Tinsley attended Louisiana State University, where he was a consensus All-American for the LSU Tigers football team in 1935 and 1936. In 1937 he was drafted by the Cardinals, with whom he was an All-NFL selection in 1937 and 1938. During his three years in the NFL, Tinsley set or tied NFL single-season records with 674 receiving yards in 1937 and 41 pass receptions in 1938. He later served as the head football coach at LSU from 1948 to 1954. He was inducted into the College Football Hall of Fame in 1956. 

Tinsley was born in Ruple, Louisiana and raised in Homer, Louisiana in the northern part of the state. He attended Louisiana State University where he played football and baseball and was selected as the captain of both teams. He was considered one of the greatest receivers in college football, earning consensus All-American honors in both 1935 and 1936. As a junior in 1935, Tinsley was named a first-team All-American by the Associated Press, United Press, Liberty (selected based on a poll of 1,521 varsity players in all parts of the country), Collier's Weekly, the Newspaper Editors Association, the International News Service, and The New York Sun. At the time, at age 19 he was one of the youngest ever named to the All-America team. In 1936, Tinsley repeated as a first-team All-American with each of these publications and received the first-team designation from the Central Press Association (selected by the captains of more than 50 college football teams at "important universities and colleges throughout the United States"), and the Walter Camp Football Foundation. 

Tinsley's profile at the College Football Hall of Fame describes him as such: "Tinsley was a magnificent athletic specimen, standing 6-0, and weighing 196-pounds, size he used equally well as a defensive stalwart who was a blocking master." As a sophomore in 1934, Tinsley had a 65 yard pass reception, thrown by halfback Abe Mickal, against Southern Methodist University, which stood as a record for several years as "the longest pass in Southern football history." Tinsley's coach at LSU, Bernie Moore, once said, "Tinsley could have made All-American at any position. He was so tough; he made blockers quit. He's the greatest lineman I ever saw." Tinsley concluded his college career by playing in the Chicago College All-Star Game, an annual game between college all-stars and an NFL team. Tinsley scored the only points of the game on a 47 yard touchdown pass from Sammy Baugh, as the college players defeated the Green Bay Packers, 6–0. This was the first victory for the college players against the professionals in the series.

[image: History Class: Bernie Moore Between the Wars - And The Valley Shook]Ken Kavanaugh 

Kavanaugh played for the LSU Tigers, where he was named most valuable player of the Southeastern Conference and a consensus All-American in 1939 after leading the nation in receptions and receiving yards. He was elected to the College Football Hall of Fame in 1963.

Kavanaugh was born in Little Rock, Arkansas. He graduated from Little Rock Central High School in 1936. Kavanaugh arrived in Baton Rouge in 1936 and joined the LSU football varsity team in 1937. As an end, he was quickly able to fill the void in the offense left by the departure of two-time All-American Gaynell Tinsley. At 6 feet 3 inches, Kavanaugh was a large receiver for his time, and used his size to outreach defenders. Bernie Moore, Kavanaugh's head coach at LSU, said Kavanaugh "was a pass completer rather than a receiver, simply because he'd catch passes no one else could get to." He was named to the Associated Press (AP) All-Southeastern Conference (SEC) second alternate team after the 1937 season. In 1938, the AP named him a first-team All-SEC selection, and he was a second-team selection by the United Press. 

In 1939, in a game against Holy Cross, Kavanaugh caught four touchdown passes in the 26–7 win. According to Kavanaugh and teammate Young Bussey, Kavanaugh found four rusty nails on the sideline during the game. The next week against Rice, he found another nail and scored another touchdown to give LSU a 7–0 win. The pattern continued against Loyola and Vanderbilt, as Kavanaugh found two nails before each game and in each scored two touchdowns. A sportswriter for the Baton Rouge Advocate claimed he saw Coach Bernie Moore at a local store stocking up on nails before LSU's game against No. 1 Tennessee. Kavanaugh failed to score in the game, however, as the Tigers lost 20–0. The Nashville Banner named Kavanaugh co-MVP of the Southeastern Conference for 1939 along with Bob Foxx of Tennessee. Kavanaugh was a consensus All-America selection for the 1939 All-America Team, being named to the team by five of the nine official selectors. He was also awarded the Knute Rockne Memorial Trophy by the Washington D.C. Touchdown Club as the nation's lineman of the year and finished seventh in Heisman Trophy balloting.

[image: Abe Mickal - Official Site of the Allstate Sugar Bowl]Abe Mickal 

Mickal played as a halfback for LSU, where he was notable for his passing skills and play-making ability, which earned him the nickname "Miracle Mickal". He was also the team's primary punter and placekicker. A three-time All-Southeastern Conference (SEC) selection, Mickal led LSU to an undefeated season in 1933 and a conference championship and Sugar Bowl in 1935. In 1936, Mickal played quarterback for a college all-star team that was the first team of college players to defeat a professional team. Although selected in the 1936 NFL Draft, he did not play professionally. Mickal was a charter member of the LSU Athletic Hall of Fame in 1937 and was inducted into the College Football Hall of Fame in 1967. In addition to football, Mickal was a cadet in LSU's Reserve Officers' Training Corps (ROTC), was a member of the pre-med club and debate team, and as a senior was president of the university's student body. While a student, he was offered a seat in the Louisiana State Senate by U.S. Senator and noted LSU supporter Huey Long, which he declined. He earned his medical degree in 1940, and after serving in World War II began a lifelong career in obstetrics and gynecology. He served as head professor of the LSU Medical School OB/GYN department for over twenty years. Actively involved in various university affairs during and after his time as a student, Mickal was honored as LSU's "Alumnus of the Year" in 1980.

Ibrahim Khalil Mickal was born in the Levant, in an area that is today part of Lebanon, and immigrated with his family to the United States in 1920 and arrived on Ellis Island. He settled in McComb, Mississippi and attended McComb High School, where he played football, baseball, and basketball and ran track. His father Kalil, who ran a local general store, was initially against his son playing sports. "It was an old Lebanese custom," Mickal later explained, "that the eldest son takes over the business. My father wasn't aware that I was playing." His father was eventually persuaded by the townspeople to let his son play. During his senior year, he was recruited by LSU and Notre Dame to play football, and ultimately chose the Tigers after the death of Notre Dame Head coach Knute Rockne. Mickal was an all-around player; a triple-threat running back who also played on defense. He was regarded as an excellent deep-ball passer; in the words of LSU coach Lawrence "Biff" Jones: "Mickal is a greater passer than Red Cagle—he's the greatest I ever saw." Jones was Cagle's coach while at Army. One sportswriter referred to Mickal as "the Dizzy Dean of the nation's forward passers." He was also known for his play-making ability during crucial moments of games, and LSU compiled a win–loss record of 23–4–5 in the three seasons Mickal played for the team.

[image: History Class: Edgar Wingard Era (1907-09) - And The Valley Shook]Doc Fenton 

George Ellwod “Doc” Fenton was elected to the Louisiana State University Hall of Fame in 1937 and to the College Football Hall of Fame in 1971. Doc Fenton was born on April 30, 1887 in Scranton, Pennsylvania to Robert Emmett Fenton and Catherine Farr. He was known as "Doc" because his father traveled as a singer with an old time Indian medicine show. Fenton was of French, Irish, and Welsh ancestry. After leaving Scranton High School, Fenton began his college football career at St. Michael's College, in Canada, in 1904. At St. Michael's, he played rugby. Fenton later talked about his time at St. Michael's by stating "I got all the fundamentals playing rugby in Toronto. I learned how to kick on the run, and I learned how to operate in an open field." Fenton earned the reputation of doing everything well with a football. He later played football at Mansfield State Normal School (now Mansfield University) in Pennsylvania from 1904 to 1906. He started out as an end at Mansfield, but later became a star receiver in 1906, which was the first year of the legal forward pass.

Fenton was heavily recruited by LSU and Mississippi A&M (now Mississippi State University). Fenton ultimately ended up signing with LSU for the 1907 season. Fenton was selected for LSU's All-Time football team in 1935. He was nominated though not selected for an Associated Press All-Time Southeast 1869–1919 era team.  One of Fenton's favorite plays was the "tackle over tackle" play. In this play, Fenton faked a handoff to a back, then gave the ball to a tackle and led the blocking behind the other tackle. "Doc was the hub," recalled tackle Marshall "Cap" Gandy, "and we were the spokes." Fenton was referred to as "the Blond Terror" by sportswriters of the time. He was shifted to quarterback early during the 1908 season. The team went 10–0 and was selected as national champion by the National Championship Foundation. Fenton's 125 points (132 by modern rules) led the nation in scoring. He had a school record 36 extra points and 6 field goals. The National Football Foundation selected Fenton as a retroactive Heisman Trophy winner of 1908. Fenton was selected All-Southern by Nash Buckingham in the Memphis Commercial Appeal. In the 10–2 win over Auburn; Auburn scored a safety when Fenton was knocked unconscious by a spectator's cane as he tried to get out of the end zone. He returned a kick 95 yards for a touchdown the following week against Mississippi A&M.
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[image: LSU Football]Charles Alexander 

Alexander twice received consensus All-America honors, and he was later inducted into the College Football Hall of Fame. He was a first-round pick in the 1979 NFL draft by the Bengals. Alexander was born in Galveston, Texas. He played football at Ball High School, where his role as a player was primarily as a blocking back. As a result, opportunities to show his ability were limited; he did not manage 1,000 yards in his entire prep career and was only recruited by a handful of colleges.

Alexander was recruited to LSU by running backs coach Jerry Stovall. He later recalled that Stovall offered him trust and a real chance to be a big-time running back. "As soon as I got here, I knew it was the place for me." Alexander joined Hall of Fame coach Charles McClendon's LSU Tigers football team as a freshman in 1975. He played his first two seasons backing up All-SEC running back Terry Robiskie. He rushed for 1,177 yards total in those two seasons, including 876 yards in his sophomore year. Alexander became the Tigers' starting running back in his junior season in 1977. Against Oregon, he scored four touchdowns and set a school record by rushing for 237 yards. For his performance he was named United Press International Back of the Week. His 1,686 rushing yards that season helped carry LSU to an 8–3 regular season record and a trip to the Sun Bowl. In that game, Alexander set two Sun Bowl rushing records, carrying 31 times for 197 yards as he received Offensive Player of the Game honors. Despite Alexander's efforts—for which he was named to the 75th Anniversary All-Sun Bowl Team—LSU fell to Stanford 24–14. He played his last game as a Tiger in the 1978 Liberty Bowl, in which he rushed for 133 yards on 24 carries in a 20–15 loss to Missouri. His accomplishments in an LSU uniform led fans to refer to him affectionately as "Alexander the Great." In each of his final two seasons with the Tigers, Alexander was selected as a consensus All-American and earned All-SEC honors. The 1977 campaign also saw Alexander selected as the SEC Most Valuable Player by the Nashville Banner. During his college career Alexander set nine SEC records, tied another and set 27 LSU records. He finished his LSU career with 4,035 rushing yards—over 1,500 yards more than the Tigers' previous career rushing yards leader. His 1,686 rushing yards total and 153.3 yards per game in the 1977 season stood as LSU single-season records until the 2015 season

[image: Pulitzer Prize Winner Chronicles Bert Jones at 60 – LSU]Bert Jones 

At Ruston High School in Ruston, Louisiana, he was given the nickname, "The Ruston Rifle." He is the son of former NFL running back Dub Jones of the Cleveland Browns. He was named the NFL Most Valuable Player in 1976 with the Colts. In 2016, Jones was inducted into the College Football Hall of Fame. While at LSU, Jones only started two games prior to the end of his junior year, but he started every game thereafter, leading LSU to a 12–2–1 record.

In 1971, Jones threw for 945 yards with nine touchdowns and four interceptions while splitting time with Paul Lyons. Against the wishes of LSU fans, Jones was forced to share quarterback duties with Lyons because of Jones' bickering with head coach Charlie McClendon over signal calling. Lyons himself threw for over 800 yards and 11 touchdowns that year. In 1972 after taking over at quarterback, Jones threw for 1,446 yards with 14 touchdowns and seven interceptions on 199 pass attempts. Except for one week, LSU spent the entire season ranked in the AP Top 10. One of Jones' most famous moments came in the 1972 LSU vs. Ole Miss game, when he led LSU to a 17–16 last-second victory by hitting running back Brad Davis in the end zone for a touchdown as time expired. To this day, many believe that a clock malfunction on the previous play gave four seconds for Jones to complete the game-winning touchdown pass for LSU.] After the season, Jones became the first quarterback in LSU history to be awarded consensus All-America honors. Jones also finished fourth in the vote for the Heisman Trophy and was named the national collegiate Player of the Year by The Sporting News. During his 17 games at LSU, Jones completed 52.6 percent of his passes for 3,225 yards and 28 touchdowns, which at the time was the most career passing yards and touchdowns of any quarterback in school history. In 2016, Jones was inducted into the College Football Hall of Fame.

[image: Justin Smith, Glenn Dorsey, Rashad Jennings, Quinton Dial - Glenn Dorsey  Photos - Zimbio]Glenn Dorsey

Dorsey was born in Gonzales, Louisiana. He attended East Ascension High School in Gonzales, where he was rated among the nation's top defensive linemen and one of the top three prospects in the state. He was named Louisiana’s 4A Defensive Player of the Year and a first team
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