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Season 8 (1996-97)
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139. “The Package” (10.17.96)
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143. “The Abstinence” (11.21.96)

144. “The Andrea Doria” (12.19.96)
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The Cast

Jerry

In 1989 Jerry Seinfeld was the first choice to host a unique comedy series entitled Mystery Science Theatre 3000. He turned down the opportunity to watch bad movies with Tom Servo and Crow T. Robot in order to cultivate a programming idea with NBC. Seinfeld eventually appeared on the show when it was resurrected in 2017, playing a character named Freak Masterstroke.

George

Larry David’s most striking laugh is a snort, which was perfectly depicted by Jason Alexander in many episodes as George Costanza.

George Louis Costanza’s middle name was derived from one of Jerry Seinfeld’s comedic idols, Lou Costello.

Before casting commenced, Jerry Seinfeld begged fellow comedian Jake Johannsen to take the part of George, but he refused. The next offer went to David Letterman’s bandleader Paul Schaffer but he never returned Seinfeld’s call so the creators resorted to casting. When open auditions were held, the list of actors included Wayne Knight, Joe Pesci, Eugene Levy, Larry Miller, Kevin Dunn and a videotaped audition from Jason Alexander.

For the pilot episode, George was originally named Bennett and his occupation was a comedian. Bennett was the name of a college friend of Larry David.

Seinfeld wardrobe supervisor Charmaine Simmons wanted to capture the essence of George Costanza through the subtle use of attire. She purposely dressed him in clothes that were one size too small to create the image of him being a loser.







[image: Kenny%20Kramer%20closeup%201024x750]

Kenny Kramer, the real-life inspiration for Cosmo Kramer

Kramer

The Kramer character did not appear in the first draft of the script. In early drafts, Kramer was named Breckman, then Hoffman, and finally Kessler by the time the pilot episode aired. The creators were worried about the naming rights to Kramer because Kenny Kramer objected to the use of his name in the show. He would only agree if he could play Kramer in the pilot. After the pilot aired, Jerry Seinfeld told Larry David that the name had to be Kramer because it sounded funnier (and less Jewish). After further negotiations, a deal was struck to pay Kenny Kramer $1,000 to use his name and model the character after him.

When Michael Richards was cast as Cosmo Kramer, the real Kenny Kramer wanted to offer advice on how to play the part but Richards was uninterested. They first met well after Richards had firmly established the character. Kenny Kramer’s proposed meeting was parodied in “The Pilot, Part 2” (ep 64).

Larry David originally envisioned the character as a mirror image of his neighbor, Kenny Kramer, who walked around in a robe all day, rarely left the apartment building, entered David’s apartment unannounced, and conjured unique get-rich-quick schemes. David thought Richards was too animated for the part and resisted him being cast as Kramer.

Michael Richards did his final audition at the Century Plaza Hotel on April 18, 1989, where he did a handstand, fell over a chair, immediately jumped up, and read his lines without missing a beat. Seinfeld ultimately convinced David that Richards would be the right actor for the part.

In order to profit off the success of Seinfeld, Kenny Kramer created a bus tour where he charged tourists $37.50 to hear the real stories behind many Seinfeld episodes. This business venture was parodied in “The Muffin Tops” (ep 155) where Kramer created a reality tour after selling his anecdotes to J. Peterman.

Michael Richards wore one of two pairs of shoes in every episode of Seinfeld. One pair was for filming in the studio, and the other for outdoor scenes.

Jeffrey Tambor, Steve Vinovich, Larry Hankin (who played TV Kramer in the fictional Jerry pilot), Tony Shalhoub and James Cromwell auditioned for the part. Character actor Steve Vinovich took the lead position until Michael Richards surfaced. Richards brought an unmatched intensity and physicality to the role, which Jerry Seinfeld really liked.

Elaine

As a condition to picking up the pilot (and developing a series), NBC had many demands, one of which was replacing Lee Garlington. This was fine with Larry David because he did not like Garlington’s meddlesome nature—changing her lines, expressing ideas about the show, and giving advice on how to play her character. David interpreted her actions as criticism of his writing which bruised his fragile ego.

Elaine was based on a few real-life people from the lives of Larry David and Jerry Seinfeld. She was partly based on Monica Yates, whom both comedians once dated. Yates and David remained good friends after they broke up, just like Jerry and Elaine. Yates is the daughter of austere author Richard Yates, which explained why Elaine’s father, Alton Benes, was depicted as a no-nonsense writer.

The Elaine character was also partially based on Susan McNabb, who was Seinfeld’s girlfriend when the series commenced. In fact, the female lead character was initially named Susan but later changed to Eileen to avoid similar legal issues that arose when using Kenny Kramer’s name for one of the characters. However, a few days before filming commenced the creators settled on the name Elaine.

The Elaine character was named after Jerry Seinfeld’s friend Elayne Boosler, a fellow comedian. She was the comedy club emcee who introduced Jerry on the inaugural night of his stand-up career in 1976.

Finally, comedian-writer Carol Leifer, a friend and ex-girlfriend of Seinfeld, was also an inspiration for the Elaine character. She was fiercely independent, became the only female allowed in Seinfeld’s group of comedian friends, matched wits with the guys, and remained friends after their breakup. When Leifer wrote for the show, she based a lot of Elaine’s storylines on her own life.

In the original conception of her character, Elaine’s occupation was an optician. However, since this subject was never addressed in any dialogue prior to “The Jacket” (ep 8), the creators opted for her to be a manuscript proofreader because her father was a famous author.
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Norman Brenner (Michael Richards’ stand-in) having a rare speaking role

Stand-Ins

Deck McKenzie worked as Jerry Seinfeld’s stand-in. He appeared in 13 episodes with 7 credited appearances, and had 4 credited appearances as a stand-in for Seinfeld. McKenzie has not had a role since Seinfeld went off the air.

Jeff Miller aka Jeff Kurt Miller was the actor stand-in for Jason Alexander from 1994 to 1998. He had speaking roles in three episodes: “The Kiss Hello” (ep 103), “The English Patient” (ep 151) and “The Hot Tub” (ep 115). Miller was a perfect stand-in since he resembled Alexander and had a similar body type. He purportedly quit the business to open a Supercuts with his brother in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania.

Norman Brenner worked as Michael Richards’ stand-in on the show for all nine seasons. His entire acting résumé encompassed appearances in two titles: Seinfeld and Curb Your Enthusiasm (the Seinfeld episode). In Seinfeld he appeared in 29 episodes but only 6 were credited.

Peggy Lane O’Rourke aka Peggy Lane was the lead stand-in for Julia Louis-Dreyfus on Seinfeld from 1991 to 1998 and The New Adventures of Old Christine from 2006 to 2010. She had a small role in 12 Seinfeld episodes (6 aired, 5 deleted, 1 voice role, and 4 stand-in roles) and 7 small roles in The King of Queens. To date she has 11 screen performances and over 27 producing credits.

Recurring Regulars

Many recurring characters were based on real-life family, friends, acquaintances, or public figures. The most notable public figures included John Peterman (J. Peterman), George Steinbrenner (Big Stein), and attorney Johnnie L. Cochran Jr. (Jackie Chiles).

Liz Sheridan (Helen Seinfeld) started in show business as a dancer, was engaged to James Dean in 1952, and wrote a book about their love entitled Dizzy & Jimmy: My Life with James Dean: A Love Story (2000). She was the only actor (other than the four costars) to appear in at least one episode in each season.

Philip Sterling (Sisters and St. Elsewhere) was originally cast as Jerry’s father, Morty, but was replaced with Philip Bruns. After only one episodic appearance, Bruns was replaced by Barney Martin because it was decided the character should be crankier. When the show went into syndication, Larry David wanted to reshoot Bruns’ scenes using Martin but decided against the idea because the differences in the characters’ ages would be too noticeable.

Barney Martin (Morty Seinfeld) worked as a policeman for 20 years before going into acting, and appeared in a 1970s television commercial for Post Raisin Bran.

Morty Seinfeld was named and modeled after Larry David’s father, Mortimer Julius “Morty” David, a comparable curmudgeon and Florida retiree. The real Morty argued with his son whenever it came to paying a check, obsessed over the rules of tipping, and had a career in the men’s clothing business.

The Estelle Costanza character was modeled after Larry David’s mother, Ruth. However, by the time her character debuted, the name Ruth was already being used by the Monk’s Cafe cashier so they used the first name of the actress chosen for the part.

George having parents that constantly screamed and bickered with one another was modeled after Larry David’s childhood experience. According to David, he grew up in Brooklyn “in an apartment, with my aunt and my cousins right next door to me, with the door open, with neighbors walking in and out, with people yelling at each other all the time.”

The original Newman character was African-American and based on a maintenance man in Larry David’s New York City apartment building. When the character was rewritten for Wayne Knight, it was modeled after Seinfeld’s portly uncle Harold, a postal carrier and lifelong bachelor.

The Newman character was named after Rick Newman, the owner of Catch a Rising Star, the comedy club where Jerry Seinfeld often performed in the late 1970s.

Ruth Cohen (Monk’s Cafe cashier) appeared in 101 Seinfeld episodes (99 uncredited), which was more than any other actor except the four costars. Her two credited roles were in “The Gum” (ep 120) and “The Foundation” (ep 135).

The Jackie Chiles character was modeled after attorney Johnnie L. Cochran Jr. who defended OJ Simpson in a double-murder trial. Cochran and Phil Morris, the actor portraying Jackie Chiles, both visited the same Los Angeles barbershop for years. Morris used this opportunity to pick up Cochran’s personality, habits and mannerisms. 

Rabbi Kirschbaum, the gossiping spiritual leader, was originally named after Seinfeld writer Bruce Kirschbaum. When he left the show the rabbi’s last name was changed to Glickman to avoid potential legal issues with naming rights.

Elaine’s employer, Justin Pitt, was based on a woman Larry David once chauffeured during his early years as a struggling comedian in New York City.

Fictional NBC President Russell Dalrymple was the name of the assistant to Larry David’s wife at FOX.

Scott Drake aka The Drake was actually a friend of the creators.

Contrary to popular practice in sitcoms, casting director Marc Hirschfeld often cast dramatic actors for comedic roles. According to Hirschfeld, “They understand it’s important to commit to the character. Crombie was funny because he was so committed to being crazy.” He cast many dramatic actors for Seinfeld, such as Len Lesser (Uncle Leo), Lawrence Tierney (Alton Benes), Peter Crombie (Joe Davola), and Philip Baker Hall (Mr. Bookman).

Len Lesser will be forever remembered as Uncle Leo in Seinfeld (1991-98). When he auditioned, Lesser received a lot of laughs from the creators and casting director Marc Hirschfeld, but he never understood why because he did not think his lines were funny. Hirschfeld stated that after Lesser auditioned it was very clear he was the right actor for the part.

Other Real-Life Inspirations

Larry David’s mother was born Regina Brandes. Her maiden name was the inspiration for a couple episodic inclusions. In “The Pilot, Part 2” (ep 64) the opening credits to the Jerry pilot had an executive producer named Morris Brandes, and in “The Cadillac, Part 1” (ep 124) David named one of the condo members Sol Brandes.

In “The Movie” (ep 54), Jerry shared a taxi with an annoying comedian, Pat Buckles, who discussed moving from Bensonhurst to fish-smelling Sheepshead Bay. Larry David was born and raised in Sheepshead Bay, New York.

Elaine was raised in Maryland, which is where Larry David attended college.

Jerry Seinfeld’s parents moved to Florida and lived in a retirement community, the same as Morty and Helen on the show.
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The Series

The Seinfeld Chronicles

When NBC initially offered a television program to Jerry Seinfeld, it was referred to as The Jerry Seinfeld Show. After he pitched his idea to do a 90-minute documentary about how a comedian gets his material, the working title was Seinfeld’s Stand-Up Diary.

Once Jerry Seinfeld and Larry David began writing the documentary, it was fairly obvious they did not have enough material for a 90-minute program so they opted for a shorter medium. As the concept developed into a sitcom, the show title was shortened to Stand-Up then evolved into The Seinfeld Chronicles. However, when the show was renewed, the title was changed to Seinfeld to avoid confusion with a new series, The Marshall Chronicles, that debuted in the fall of 1990.

Originally, the pilot featured George and Jerry as stand-up comedians with early versions of the script having George discuss his stand-up performances. However, this idea was abandoned because the creators did not want to confuse the viewers by having two comedians telling jokes so George became a real estate broker.

After The Seinfeld Chronicles aired, NBC was not interested in renewing the show so Castle Rock Entertainment offered it to FOX, which declined. Fortunately, Rick Ludwin, head of late night and special events for NBC, axed a two-hour Bob Hope special and diverted the money from his budget to order four episodes of Seinfeld. This was the smallest sitcom order in television history.

The Seinfeld Chronicles featured title music written by Jep Epstein, which was never used again. The original pilot theme song was significantly different—it was a typical 1980s style sitcom opening. Thereafter Jonathon Wolff provided the trademark slap bass music.

During the stand-up comedy routines in the original pilot episode, most of the people in the studio audience were paid actors and extras. However, all the laughter was genuine.

Script Ideas

Of all the questionable material, storylines, dialogue and innuendos, there was only one reported incident where NBC nixed a line from an episode. Executives were lenient for the most part, due to the show’s success, but it balked at a line that George was supposed to utter. The offensive line was, “You know, I have never seen a black person order a salad.”

Some stories were inspired by headlines and rumors. For example, Kramer’s caffè latte lawsuit was inspired by the McDonald’s coffee case (“The Maestro” ep 113). Sue Ellen Mischke trying on a bra during a trial was a parody of the bloody glove segment in the OJ Simpson murder trial (“The Caddy” ep 122). Jerry being outed as gay was based mainly on rumors about Jerry Seinfeld’s sexuality (“The Outing” ep 57). Finally, Kramer having seizures at the sound of Mary Hart’s voice was based upon a medically document case study (“The Good Samaritan” ep 37).

According to Spike Feresten, when pitching episode ideas, the creators wanted to hear stories, not pitches. When he began discussing the soup nazi as an anecdote to their conversation, they interrupted and immediately said, “Write that first.” Feresten was not expecting it to be an episode plot. According to Peter Mehlman, each writer came up with their own storylines or they were gone. There was no writers’ room. There were no brainstorming sessions. Seinfeld was the only show to use this writing process.

Larry David had a history of writing controversial scripts. It started with Fridays when he wrote a notorious sketch about two Hasidic rabbi ninja secret agents called MATZOI (Mobile Attack Trained Zionist Operation International). These rabbis would hurl matzo at their enemies as if they were throwing ninja stars. Surprisingly, ABC never received one complaint from the 1980 sketch. If aired today, protesters would be marching outside the network building.

Many of Kenny Kramer’s traits, such as his obsessions with golf, fruit, hot tubs, raiding the refrigerator, and coming up with strange ideas and inventions, were featured in the show.

Writer Carol Leifer had two storylines nixed: one involved Kramer becoming a medical lab guinea pig, and the other had him suing a bar for discrimination over ladies’ night.

Jennifer Crittenden had one notable plot rejection which involved Kramer incessantly running.

Alec Berg and Jeff Schaffer had one of their plots nixed—Kramer renovating a bargain skeleton and selling it for a profit.

Much like the MTV event pitching Jerry Seinfeld versus Tim Allen, Seinfeld also considered an all-claymation episode. There was discussion of a musical number (Jason Alexander’s idea, of course), and a cameo from longtime fan Paul McCartney (who was supposedly hiding in Newman’s apartment for no apparent reason).

The Lost Episode

Penned by Larry Charles, “The Bet” (aka “The Gun”) was the only approved script that never aired. It involved Jerry betting $100 that Elaine would not buy a handgun to protect herself. Elaine ends up buying a toy gun from Kramer’s friend because Jerry did not specify it had to be a real gun. Meanwhile Kramer returns from a vacation in Puerto Rico and claims he had sex with a flight attendant during the return flight. George bets Jerry that it never happened so they go to the airport to ask the flight attendant.

Sets for the episode were built and the guest stars were cast. Bobbi Jo Lathan was cast as a flight attendant (Lucy Merrit) and Ernie Sabella as the gun salesman (Mo Korn), who was described in the script as “overweight, greasy, slow and low-key.”

In one of the scenes Elaine holds a gun and says, “Where do you want it, Jerry? The Kennedy? (as she holds the gun to her head), The McKinley?” (as she holds the gun to her stomach). Each statement and action was a reference to the assassination of two American presidents. After reading her scene, Julia Louis-Dreyfus said, “I’m not doing this.” Both Alexander and episode director Tom Cherones believed the gun content in the story was too provocative.

The cast began rehearsing, but after 20 minutes they stopped and expressed their displeasure to Cherones, who agreed to talk to the writer, Larry Charles. The pair met with NBC executives and the creators before deciding to scrap the episode. The replacement episode, “The Phone Message” (ep 9), was written by Larry David and Jerry Seinfeld in two days. Since Lathan and Sabella were both promised roles, they were cast in subsequent episodes: Lathan appeared as Patti in “The Stranded” (ep 27) while Sabella was cast as the “greasy naked guy” in “The Subway” (ep 30).

Pregnancy Issues

Julia Louis-Dreyfus’ pregnancy during the 1991-92 season (Season 3) was concealed through camera angles, bulky clothing, or hiding behind objects. For example, throughout “The Subway” episode, Elaine was seen carrying a large wedding present in front of her stomach.

When Louis-Dreyfus went on maternity leave at the beginning of Season 4, Elaine’s four-episode absence was explained through the other characters mentioning that she was vacationing in Europe. She also had a brief cameo appearance with a couple lines to reinforce her absence.

During Season 8, the writers abandoned props and simply dressed Elaine in baggy clothing. For example, in every scene of “The Millennium” (ep 154), she was wearing an unbuttoned jacket and untucked, baggy blouse.

Sets and Promos

Product placement for Snapple was inserted to mock the increasingly common practice of TV shows featuring a product to bolster programming revenue. After Seinfeld introduced the 16-ounce bottled beverage, the once-local New York product exploded nationwide and had a 900% volume increase in California sales for 1992. The beverage is currently available in 59 different flavors.

George Costanza’s parents were said to live in Kew Gardens, but the exterior shot used to represent their home was actually 22-37 37th Street in Astoria, Queens, New York.

In early 1994 the Northridge earthquake destroyed the show’s sets. The creators considered relocating the series to New York City for a couple episodes (or even the entire 1994-95 television season) but the move was too complicated for everyone involved. Instead, the studio agreed to pay $800,000 for Seinfeld production designer Thomas Azzari to build a replica 1980s Upper West Side Manhattan thoroughfare on the CBS Studio lot. The corner of Columbus and Amsterdam Avenues was complete with rain and steam machines, a functional manhole that was six feet deep, and interchangeable storefronts.

The exterior of Monk’s Cafe (Tom’s Restaurant) evolved over the years. Serious fans recognized that the brown exterior changed to gray a few years into the series when the restaurant was remodeled to accentuate the formed decorative concrete on the building.

Seinfeld-Themed Businesses

On Super Bowl Sunday, February 2, 2019 Costanza’s bar opened in Sacramento, California. It had one television constantly streaming Seinfeld episodes day and night. Only a few menu items honored the sitcom, such as the Bloom’n Newman (a take on Outback’s Bloomin’ Onion), Frank’s Fries (a heap of thrice-cooked fries with garlic and onions that shared its name with George’s father), and Larry’s Coleslaw (which may be a reference to Seinfeld cocreator Larry David, or the oft seen cook at Monk’s). During happy hour, guests could sample the Babu Bread, a flatbread appetizer named after the ill-fated character.

George’s, a pub outside Melbourne, Australia, opened in 2015 loaded with references to hapless loser George Costanza, from quotes on the front doors to Seinfeld-themed menu items. They have since dialed it back, opting for more subtle tributes to “the show about nothing.”

Seinfeld-Themed Promotions

On July 5, 2014, the 25th anniversary of the The Seinfeld Chronicles, a minor league baseball team paid tribute to the show. The Brooklyn Cyclones, a Single A affiliate of the New York Mets, dedicated an entire evening to Seinfeld. Their stadium was temporarily named Vandelay Industries Park. Attendees who could prove they were a latex salesman entered the game for free and anyone named George Costanza was allowed to call an inning of the game on the radio. The outfield foul poles were known as Festivus poles, and fans could visit the information table for an “airing of grievances.” There was an Elaine dancing contest, players wore puffy shirts during batting practice, and the first 2,500 fans received a Keith Hernandez Magic Loogie bobblehead.

The New York Mets celebrated the 30th anniversary of Seinfeld at Citi Field, where the Mets hosted the Philadelphia Phillies on July 5, 2019. Jerry Seinfeld threw out the first pitch, and the Mets issued Jerry Seinfeld bobbleheads and specially branded baseball cards at the game. In addition, Seinfeld’s idol, former Mets first baseman Keith Hernandez, who played himself on the show as Elaine’s boyfriend, appeared at the festivities. Fans of the show know that the Mets were the favorite baseball team of both real and fictional Jerry Seinfeld which made the tribute more apropos.

Series Facts

The pilot episode did not have an opening credits sequence. Instead, the actor credits rolled on a black screen during Jerry’s stand-up, and the producer, writer and director credits rolled during the opening scene. Although commonplace in television today, this was unprecedented in 1989 and sparked a debate over the future of opening credits in a television series.

The four costars had a superstitious ritual they performed before the taping of every episode. They huddled backstage, held hands, and shouted, “Circle of Power!” then growled like football players. It sent them onstage laughing. This gesture made it into a couple episodes, including “The Contest” (ep 51) when they make a pinky pact for the masturbation contest.

In Season 2, Seinfeld aired opposite the second half of the drama Jake and the Fatman, which routinely beat the struggling NBC sitcom. According to Jerry, viewers skipped Seinfeld because they turned the channel to see the second half of the drama; that was the part of the show where the Fatman had to run. Everybody wanted to see the Fatman run!

Although Seinfeld struggled in the Nielsen ratings the first couple years, everything changed in 1993 when it moved to Thursday night after Cheers. The television ratings following the move were 1993-94 (#3), 1994-95 (#1), 1995-96 (#2), 1996-97 (#2) and 1997-98 (#1).

In a Castle Rock Entertainment poll, the top 10 Seinfeld episodes (in no particular order) were “The Contest” (ep 51), “The Soup Nazi” (ep 116), “The Junior Mint” (ep 60), “The Opposite” (ep 86), “The Hamptons” (ep 85), “The Parking Garage” (ep 23), “The Chicken Roaster” (ep 142), “The Bubble Boy” (ep 47), “The Outing” (ep 57), and “The Marine Biologist” (ep 78).

 

 

* * * * *

 

 







The Episodes

The Seinfeld Chronicles: Pilot

1. “Good News, Bad News” (7.5.89)

While performing in Michigan, Jerry meets the perfect woman (Laura) who unexpectedly visits New York to attend a seminar. He anticipates developing a romantic relationship but after discussing the possibilities, George offers enlightenment about reading women’s signals, and unequivocally concludes that Jerry is a contingency plan. Although skeptical, Jerry feels redeemed when she suggests spending the night at his apartment. Expectations are further elevated when they plan a tour of New York City and she suggests spending both nights at his apartment. Fortunately, Jerry made alternative sleeping arrangements because his hopes are dashed when Laura admits to having a fiancé.

Fun Facts

The episode explored the communication gap between men and women, specifically the signals projected by words or deeds. Jerry meets Laura in Michigan, and when she comes to New York she asks if she can stay with him. There are no social rules defining the phrase “stay with him” which leads to a vast field of landmines in the interpretation of the phrase. The episode was written to emphasize male and female miscommunication and misunderstanding.

Working titles for this episode were “Signals” and “The Airport Pick-Up.”

For syndication, this episode was retitled “Good News, Bad News” to avoid confusion with “The Pilot” (eps 63-64), though it was never referred to as such by the production staff or writers. The production staff and writers referred to this episode as The Seinfeld Chronicles.

Although Jerry’s stand-up routine appeared in four interstitial segments, the first draft’s opening scene began in the luncheonette. NBC executive Rick Ludwin suggested a stand-up act as the lead-in, which thereafter became the standard opening for the show’s first seven seasons.

The featured diner was Pete’s Luncheonette, which was later changed to Monk’s Cafe after this episode. Pete’s Luncheonette used a set that was left over from the movie The Muppets Take Manhattan (1984).

Kessler (Kramer) had a dog named Ralph that was included in a scene solely as a segue into a stand-up routine on the boundless enthusiasm of dogs. The comedy bit was cut from the episode the day before filming because it never really fit into the episode plotline about reading signals. The dog was never explained and did not appear in any future episodes. 

Kramer knocked before entering Jerry’s apartment, which only happened one other time, in “The Keys” (ep 40). Kramer felt uncomfortable barging into the apartment after he and Jerry argued over a spare set of keys.

Although listed as a cast regular, Lee Garlington (Claire) only appeared in the opening scene. Her role was a waitress who offered friendly advice to Jerry and George. In early scripts, Claire was originally called Meg.

Garlington did not score well amongst the test audience and was characterized as boring, dull, monotone, and unattractive. After the pilot, as a condition of renewing the series, NBC demanded that Garlington be replaced for multiple reasons: (1) poor test audience response, (2) need for a stronger female supporting role, (3) the male-dominated show lacked sex appeal, and (4) to develop a character who could become more involved in their lives outside the diner.

There are four comedy club scenes in this episode. As the show’s storytelling became more complex, the stand-up material was slowly phased out. By the show’s final two seasons, the comedy club scenes were completely dropped. The stand-up segments were recorded on a Hollywood soundstage that was built to look like a New York City comedy club.

The character Kramer was not in the first draft of the script. A second draft incorporated him into the script though he never really affected the storyline.

The scene where Kessler (Kramer) was wearing a bathrobe and grazing in a refrigerator while Jerry watched the Mets game was exactly what regularly occurred when Larry David had Kenny Kramer as a neighbor in the 1980s. However, according to Kenny Kramer, it was Larry David who was the true mooch in their relationship. Kenny had a daughter that lived with him so he was diligent in having a fully stocked refrigerator and pantry. David was the bachelor with no food who regularly foraged for food in his neighbor’s apartment.

There was a discussion about dating strategies, and George proclaimed a man should always do the opposite of what his instincts tell him to do. This theme would be thoroughly explored in “The Opposite” (ep 86) where George vowed to live his entire life according to this precept.

A deleted scene featured Jerry and George driving to the airport and talking about changing lanes and giving “thank you waves.” This discussion was resurrected in “The Good Samaritan” (ep 37) and “The Puerto Rican Day” (ep 176).

Some parts of the stand-up material were filmed for “The Ex-Girlfriend” (ep 6) but eventually deleted from the episode.

Season 1 (1989-90)

2. “The Stake Out” (5.31.90)

Elaine convinces Jerry to accompany her to a birthday party and is disconcerted when he flirts with another woman (Vanessa). When Vanessa unexpectedly departs, Jerry becomes obsessed with finding her. Since he only knows the name of her employer, he stakes out the office lobby until she leaves for lunch. While waiting in the lobby, Jerry and George devise a story about being in the building to meet their importer-exporter friend Art Vandelay. Elaine remains miffed about Jerry’s escapades and they spend time discussing the parameters of their friendship vis-à-vis romantic relationships.

Fun Facts

The plot was drawn from an incident in Larry David’s life. He went to a restaurant with an ex-girlfriend (Monica Yates) and met another woman. He could not flirt as much as he wanted due to the presence of Yates. All he knew was the name of the building where she worked so he staked it out.

This was Elaine’s first televised appearance. Although the second episode to air, it was the third to be produced. NBC decided to air this episode second because it provided background information about Elaine and her prior romantic relationship with Jerry.

This episode contained the first mention of George’s favorite alias Art Vandelay and his desire to be an architect. His alter ego became one of many recurring gags used by the writers throughout the series.

In the video store scene, female extras are seen stepping down from the front of the stage. This appropriately illustrated the show’s limited budget to build sets.

NBC President Brandon Tartikoff kept a scene from this episode cued on his office VCR to show visitors the genuine humor of Seinfeld.

In an early draft of the script, Morty Seinfeld was named Leon, and Helen was referred to as Mother. His name was changed to Morty during production week.

The character Vanessa was named after a woman Larry David once dated.

Julia Louis-Dreyfus thought this episode was racy because it mentioned a pornographic movie. In the video rental store scene, Elaine and Jerry discuss a porno movie and the actor being a public fornicator. She was holding the movie Emerald Dimples (1985).

The fictional law firm Sagman, Bennett, Robbins, Oppenheim and Taft is a slight distortion of a real New York City law firm, Simon, Bennett, Robbins, Oppenheim and Taft. Larry David substituted the name Sagman, which was one of his collegiate friends.

Due to a limited budget, the “poor man’s process” was used for the taxi scene; crew members shook the car and shifted overhead lights to give the illusion of movement along a city street. It was actually filmed in the studio using a black background. The pilot budget did not allow for green screen technology.








3. “The Robbery” (6.7.90)

When Jerry goes out of town for a weekend performance, Elaine volunteers to watch his apartment. During one of many neighborly visits, Kramer inadvertently leaves the hallway door open and the apartment is burglarized. Jerry entertains the idea of moving, which Elaine wholeheartedly supports because she wants his old apartment. After touring the perfect abode, he agrees to sign the lease; however, George also expresses interest in renting the property. They compete for the tenancy but the combination of George’s sulking and Jerry’s guilty conscience prompts them to offer the apartment to a waitress.

Fun Facts

The episode was inspired by Jerry Seinfeld’s real-life experience of having his apartment burglarized as a college student. Instead of the door being unlocked, as it was in the episode, the burglars broke through the wall. Seinfeld commented that it was like being robbed by Superman.

Kramer made his first sliding entrance in this episode. According to Michael Richards, he was late on his cue so he compensated by entering the apartment quickly. When the audience laughed, he decided to keep the sliding entrance and it eventually became his signature move.

Carolyn the waitress and her husband Larry were named after Jerry Seinfeld’s real-life sister and brother-in-law.

While warming up the audience, Seinfeld improvised a routine about someone giving the middle finger as an offensive act. It worked so well that it was used in this episode as the opening stand-up segment, replacing his prepared material.

In an early draft of the script, Jerry’s English neighbor was named Berbick, the man Kramer accused of burglarizing Jerry’s apartment.

Larry David was given a $20,000 bonus by Castle Rock Entertainment and promoted to executive producer for his work on this episode.
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Jerry meeting childhood friend Joel (Kevin Dunn) at Monk’s Cafe

4. “Male Unbonding” (6.14.90)

A clingy childhood friend (Joel) maintains regular contact with Jerry in a feeble attempt to resuscitate their dead relationship. To avoid future contact, Jerry creates a list of excuses but cannot overcome Joel’s persistence. When they meet for lunch it appears obvious that Jerry must terminate their association. Joel is traumatized by the news and starts crying so Jerry rescinds the breakup and invites Joel to a basketball game. Since Jerry does not want to attend the event with Joel, he creates another excuse to unload both tickets. Subplots: George is disconcerted after telling a woman he likes her. Kramer is excited about a new business concept where customers make their own pizza pie.

Fun Facts

Kevin Dunn (Joel) auditioned for the role of George Costanza.

Actresses who auditioned for the Elaine role include Patricia Heaton, Wendie Malick, Rosie O’Donnell, Megan Mullally, and Julia Louis-Dreyfus. Helen Hunt was invited to audition but passed on the role.

This was the second episode produced. In early drafts, Elaine did not appear because the creators did not know how to write for a woman. A scene was finally added during preproduction simply to somehow include her in the episode. Julia Louis-Dreyfus was very upset that she only had one small scene in the entire episode.

This was the only original episode not starting with the word “The” in the title. “Good News, Bad News” (ep 1) was originally titled The Seinfeld Chronicles: Pilot but changed for syndication to avoid confusion. Jerry Seinfeld subsequently tried to change the title to “The Male Unbonding” but was unsuccessful.

Although it was common practice to have humorous titles, Larry David wanted the writers to focus on the episode material because the title would not be known to many viewers. This practice caught on with other shows, such as Friends which started every episode title with “The One….”

The episodic monologues were recorded twice. The first time, Jerry Seinfeld appeared in front of a piano in a brightly lit room that resembled a church basement. His routine was then rerecorded in front of a dark curtain to give the feel of a nightclub performance. The creators opted for the latter which became the standard for all future episodes.

George’s unnamed floss-hating girlfriend was originally named Lois in early drafts of the script.

The scene where George was counting pennies in Jerry’s apartment was originally set in Kramer’s apartment. In the first script draft, Kramer was on the phone with Horneck when Jerry and George entered. There was only one script description for Kramer’s apartment: “There’s a sprawling sectional sofa fit for Nero and lots of clutter.”

Larry David had writer Matt Goldman secretly tape the actors’ table reading to prove that laughs occurred in certain places.

An alternate ending was filmed where Joel asks Jerry if he can date Elaine. Jerry is offended and breaks up with Joel for good. Joel storms out of the diner but returns to say that he will see Jerry the following week to return a k.d. lang tape he borrowed. Jerry then refers to Joel as “Jason” from the Friday the 13th movies.








5. “The Stock Tip” (6.21.90)

A friend proffers insider information on a stock investment so George ventures $5,000 and convinces Jerry to ante $2,500. Naturally, the stock price rapidly plummets, and when their investment source becomes hospitalized, George attempts a friendly bedside visit. When this fails, he decides to weather the misfortune, and a sudden upward turn produces an $8,000 windfall. Jerry, on the other hand, cannot handle the stress of a declining market so he immediately unloads the stock after losing $1,500. Subplots: Jerry spends a romantic weekend with Vanessa but inclement weather ruins their plans. Elaine is allergic to her boyfriend’s cats and gives him an ultimatum.

Fun Facts

The plot for this episode was based on personal experience. Larry David once lost a small fortune investing his money on a “sure thing.”

This was the last Seinfeld episode to be filmed at Ren-Mar Studios in Hollywood. All future episodes were filmed at CBS Studio Center in Studio City, California.

Soon after this episode aired, NBC executives ordered 13 additional Seinfeld episodes to air as a midseason replacement during the 1990-91 season.

An earlier draft featured Jerry asserting that during a nuclear holocaust, when everyone is very depressed, Superman could cheer everyone up with his “super humor.” George responded by saying that no one would laugh because they would blame Superman for not stopping the holocaust in the first place.

A line cut from the finished episode had Jerry agreeing to let Kramer’s anarchist friends stay in his place but only if they promised to wear all of Jerry’s underwear.

During filming, Michael Richards played a practical joke on the rest of the cast. He entered Jerry’s apartment with a woman who immediately began removing her clothes until she had stripped down to a G-string.

Season 2 (1990-91)

6. “The Ex-Girlfriend” (1.23.91)

Despite the absence of love, George cannot end his relationship with Marlene. After repeated efforts, he finally musters the courage to officially break up and then convinces Jerry to retrieve a few books from her apartment. Jerry is enthralled with the southern belle and obtains George’s permission to date her. Although addicted to the sex, Jerry contemplates ending the relationship; ironically, Marlene strikes first by giving him the axe after watching one of his comedy routines. Subplot: Elaine is obsessed with a man in her apartment building that refuses to acknowledge her presence. She finally confronts him after their relationship descends from polite chatting to a simple “hello” and then to saying nothing at all.

Fun Facts

As with most of the earlier Seinfeld episodes, it was inspired by Larry David’s real-life experience. He gave a ride to a woman who had recently dated his friend. After they started dating, he was conflicted about breaking up with her because the sex was so good.

A few actresses who auditioned for the part of Marlene were Amy Yasbeck (Wings), Jeri Ryan (Star Trek: Voyager) and Heidi Swedberg (who later played Susan Ross in Seinfeld).

Norman Brenner, who worked as Michael Richards’ stand-in, appeared as an extra during the second scene, walking by twice in different clothing.

Many believe this episode marked the defining moment when George transformed into the character we have grown to love—disturbed, depressed, inadequate.

This episode was supposed to air on January 16, 1991 but its premiere was postponed one week due to the start of the first Gulf War. This one week delay also prompted NBC to shorten the order of Seinfeld episodes from 13 to 12 for the 1990-91 television season.

Beginning with this episode, Seinfeld was filmed before a live studio audience on Stage 19 in the CBS Studio Center in Studio City, California.

Castle Rock Entertainment began renting a large storage facility which allowed production designer Thomas Azzari to reuse sets from the first season. The chiropractor’s waiting room, where George believed he was overcharged for a visit, was the only new set to appear in this episode.

Some scenes in the episode were cut or changed prior to broadcast. The opening scene in Jerry’s car, in which George discusses breaking up with Marlene, originally had George proposing that he would stage his own kidnapping while walking down the street with Marlene, and then hide out until she had given up on him. Another scene featured Kramer entering Jerry’s apartment carrying a plate with cantaloupe on toothpicks.








7. “The Pony Remark” (1.30.91)

Jerry single-handedly wins a softball game that earns his team a championship berth. Meanwhile, his parents visit New York to attend Manya’s 50th wedding anniversary party. Jerry also attends the party but inadvertently insults Manya for owning a pony as a child. She leaves the table enraged and dies the next day. Jerry agonizes over whether he caused her death but is more concerned about Manya’s funeral interfering with his softball game. He reluctantly attends the funeral though his misfortune is reversed when the championship game is postponed due to rain. Jerry is able to participate in the tournament and this time he single-handedly loses the game. Subplot: Kramer decides to redecorate his apartment with wood and build levels.

Fun Facts

This episode was based on an incident that occurred at a party Larry David was attending. During a conversation with another guest, David made a seemingly innocuous remark which offended the guest, who then responded by starting a commotion.

Jerry and George are both left-handed, yet their baseball gloves are for right-handed players. The prop department did not have a glove for left-handed players so the actors had to improvise.

The director deliberately placed Elaine at a smaller table for comedic effect.

At the funeral, Elaine callously asked Isaac about the status of his apartment. This idea was added during rehearsals. In New York City, finding a rent-controlled apartment is akin to life or death for most residents.

Barney Martin replaced Phil Bruns for the first time in this episode. When Martin auditioned for the part he had no idea another actor had portrayed Morty Seinfeld in a prior episode.

In the first draft of the episode, Morty and Helen Seinfeld were referred to as simply Father and Mother. In a later draft, Helen was named Adele but since this did not match her name from “The Stake Out” (ep 2), it was changed back to Helen.

Filming had to be repeatedly stopped during the funeral scenes involving David Fresco (Isaac) because he continually burst into laughter while reading his lines.








8. “The Jacket” (2.6.91)

Jerry contemplates purchasing an expensive suede jacket but the price makes him feel uncomfortable. After acquiring the garment, he is empowered with an inexplicable air of self-confidence. Meanwhile, George is mentally tortured by a song from Les Misérables, and unwittingly accompanies Jerry to a dreadful dinner with Elaine’s austere father (Alton). Elaine is unexpectedly detained and upon her arrival they agree to dine elsewhere. Since it is snowing, Jerry contemplates wearing the jacket inside out but Elaine’s father vehemently objects because the garment has a ghastly pink candy-striped lining. The snowfall inevitably ruins the garment so naturally Kramer becomes the lucky recipient of Jerry’s discarded outerwear.

Fun Facts

The storyline was based on Larry David’s personal experience while dating Monica Yates, who asked him to dinner to meet her father, Richard Yates, a respected novelist. David had just bought a suede jacket, and met Richard Yates at the Algonquin Hotel. Yates was austere and intimidating like Alton Benes. David debated wearing the jacket inside out and ultimately ruined his suede jacket when they walked to a restaurant in the snow.

Lawrence Tierney (Alton Benes) had a notorious reputation for drunkenness, barroom brawls and intimidating coworkers. He was originally cast as a recurring character but his volatility terrified the cast and crew; they did not want him back. According to the producers, Tierney took a butcher knife from the set and hid it under his jacket. When Jerry Seinfeld confronted him, Tierney pulled the knife to imitate the famous shower scene and score from Psycho, claiming he was going to use it during a scene as a joke. Afterwards, Larry David would jokingly threaten to have Tierney back on the show if the crew was getting out of line.

Ryan Stiles (The Drew Carey Show) auditioned to play the clothing store attendant.

Seinfeld staffer Karen Wilkie can be seen in the audience during the opening stand-up comedy act. During a close-up of two women at a table, Wilkie (glasses, red and black sweater) is seated next to a woman in a white blouse.

When a hotel waiter was taking the drink order, Norman Brenner, Michael Richards’ stand-in, was exiting the hotel wearing a blue and red jacket with tan pants.

Kramer’s misadventure with the doves, which we hear about but never see, was later mentioned in “The Stranded” (ep 27). In early drafts, the final scene had Kramer entering Jerry’s apartment with a dove on his shoulder.

Monica Yates felt the Seinfeld episode could have been so much worse, “[David] could have focused on the physical infirmity, the frailness, the runny nose, the drinking.” Instead, Alton Benes was simply gruff and frightening.

Elaine getting roped into assisting Kramer was based on Larry David’s repeated experiences with Kenny Kramer. According to David, “Kenny was always coming up with these oddball schemes that sounded like they were made up for a television show. He’d talk you into doing something with him, and it would invariably turn out bad for you. He’d do something like disappear and leave you waiting in the car for an hour.”

Some sources incorrectly state that this was the only episode to mention Elaine’s mother. However, in “The Cheever Letters” (ep 48) Elaine made reference to her mother in the hilarious closing line, “Maybe I’ll go visit my mother. She just bought me some new panties and they’re all laid out for me.” Louis-Dreyfus once suggested Mary Tyler Moore to portray Elaine’s mother, but the character never appeared on the show.

In a deleted scene, Jerry was deciding whether to buy the suede jacket when he finally remarks to Elaine, “Well, in the immortal words of Gary Gilmore, ‘Let’s do it.’”








9. “The Phone Message” (2.13.91)

After a pleasant date with Carol, George is invited upstairs for a cup of coffee but ingenuously declines because caffeine keeps him awake at night. Upon realizing his erroneous interpretation of Carol’s sexual metaphor, George calls for another date and leaves an embarrassing message on her answering machine. When she fails to return the call, he begins adding daily messages that are increasingly irate. After discovering Carol was out of town, George and Jerry wait outside her apartment to finagle their way inside to switch the answering machine tape. The plan works but she previously heard the messages and thought George’s prank was hilarious. Subplot: Jerry dates a woman who loves Dockers advertisements so inevitably his contrary opinion signifies the demise of their relationship.

Fun Facts

Larry David tried replacing an answering machine tape with a blank cassette to remove an embarrassing message that would have ended a relationship. He also wrote a sketch for Saturday Night Live where a man entered his girlfriend’s house to erase her answering machine messages. It was never produced so David had the right to use the storyline for Seinfeld.

Jerry’s storyline was based on his personal disdain for Dockers commercials. He personally hated the Dockers commercials so much that this episode storyline became an extension of his real-life attitude toward those advertisements.

This episode was written in two days. It was hurried to replace the controversial episode, “The Bet” (aka “The Gun”). Casting was done, sets were built and
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