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               THE SCREENPLAY

            

         

         Open on:

         INT. INTERROGATION ROOM

         Lena is seated in the interrogation room.

         Lomax and two scientists are standing. Facing her.

         Behind glass, more scientists observe.

         A beat, before Lomax speaks.

         
            LOMAX

            What did you eat?

            LENA

            … I don’t remember eating.

            LOMAX

            You were inside for nearly four months. You had rations for two weeks. You must have eaten something.

            
               Lena pauses.

            

            LENA

            I suppose time refracted along with everything else. Josie would have appreciated that. I think she was the one who understood it best.

            LOMAX

            Josie Radek?

            LENA

            Yes.

            LOMAX

            What happened to Josie Radek? 

            
               Lena pauses.

            

            LENA

            I don’t know.

            LOMAX

            What happened to Ventress? Sheppard? Thorensen?

            LENA

            I don’t know. Dead, or …

            LOMAX

            Or?

            
               Lena shrugs. Not obstructive. Helpless.

            

            LENA

            I don’t know.

            
               Silence.

            

            LOMAX

            What do you know?

            EXT. OUTER ATMOSPHERE – NIGHT

            
               A meteor burns in the outer atmosphere. It races towards the planet.

            

            EXT. LIGHTHOUSE

            
               Blaze as it hits the ground by the lighthouse, lighting up like phosphorous …

            

            
               … and drills into the earth.

            

            
               Cut to:

            

            
               An utterly alien form.

            

            
               It has tendrils. It shimmers with iridescent colour. It has immense fractal complexity in its shape. And it’s moving. Gently, like a sea anemone in a swell.

            

         

      

   


   
      
         
            
            ANNIHILATION

            
               A cell, through a microscope lens.

            

            
               Then we hear a woman’s voice.

            

            WOMAN

            (out of shot)

            This is a cell.

            
               As we watch, the cell starts to divide.

            

            Like all cells, it is born from an existing cell.

            
               The creature is now halfway through the division, separating into a mirror of itself.

            

            By extension, all cells were ultimately born from one cell. A single organism, alone on planet Earth, perhaps alone in the universe, about four billion years ago.

            
               The creature completes its division –

            

            
               And immediately its two halves start the same process again.

            

            One became two. Two became four. Then eight. Sixteen. Thirty-two. The rhythm of the dividing pair, which becomes the structure of every microbe, blade of grass, sea creature, land creature, and human. The structure of everything that lives –

            
               Cut to:

            

            INT. JOHNS HOPKINS MEDICAL SCHOOL/SEMINAR ROOM – DAY

            
               Professor Lena Kerans:

            

            
               Thirty-one years old. Recently completed her doctorate, now teaching a seminar class of first-year medical students.

            

            LENA

            – and everything that dies.

            
               Beat.

            

            As students of medicine, as the doctors of tomorrow, that’s where you come in.

            
               She gestures to the screen behind her – which shows the electron microscope images that we have been watching.

            

            The cell you’ve been looking at is from a tumour. Female patient, early thirties, taken from her cervix. Over the course of the coming term …

            
               Lena pauses.

            

            
               A couple of the med students look up from their note-taking, aware of the silence –

            

            
               And see that their tutor has been momentarily distracted.

            

            
               Her head is turned to the window, where outside, above the treetops, a full moon hangs in the blue sky.

            

            
               The image of the moon in daylight is gently surreal. Arresting, because the sky is so cloudless and clear.

            

            
               Absently, Lena’s hand goes to her neck, and her fingers lightly touch a silver locket that hangs from a slender chain.

            

            
               As the silence extends, the students exchange a glance.

            

            
               Then Lena becomes aware she has zoned out.

            

            
               She picks up the thread.

            

            LENA

            Over the course of the coming term, we will be closely examining these cancer cells in vitro, and observing autophagic activity.

            INT. JOHNS HOPKINS MEDICAL SCHOOL/CAMPUS – DAY

            
               Lena walks through the campus, joined as she walks by one of the faces from her seminar: Katie, an earnest young med student.

            

            LENA

            Hey, Katie. 

            KATIE

            I read the John Sulston paper last night.

            LENA

            You’re working too hard, Katie.

            KATIE

            I keep feeling I’m not working hard enough. Like I’m behind the other students. I think they find everything easier.

            
               Their exchange is watched by a man in his mid-forties, waiting ahead. Daniel Maitland.

            

            LENA

            You aren’t. And they don’t.

            KATIE

            I’ll read it again this evening anyway.

            LENA

            Katie, it’s a Friday night. You’re at college. Go out. Have fun. Or I’ll fail you this quarter.

            
               Katie smiles.

            

            KATIE

            … Okay.

            
               Lena notices Daniel.

            

            
               Katie peels off.

            

            
               Daniel smiles in greeting.

            

            DANIEL

            Lena.

            LENA

            Dan.

            
               Lena doesn’t break stride, so Daniel falls in step beside her.

            

            DANIEL

            I keep looking for you at lunch, but you never seem to be around. 

            LENA

            I’ve been catching up on some writing.

            DANIEL

            All work and no play. It’s not healthy.

            
               Lena keeps walking.

            

            I wanted to ask. Do you have plans Saturday?

            LENA

            … Saturday.

            DANIEL

            Sarah and I have a few people coming over. A garden party, while the weather holds.

            
               Lena gives the neutral frown of someone prepping a polite excuse.

            

            LENA

            You mean tomorrow?

            DANIEL

            Yes.

            LENA

            Actually, I do have something planned.

            DANIEL

            Are you sure? I think it’ll be a lot of fun. We’ve asked Amir and Jenny, and –

            LENA

            (cuts in)

            Thanks, Dan. I appreciate it. But I was going to paint our bedroom.

            
               Lena corrects herself immediately.

            

            The bedroom.

            
               Daniel looks at Lena.

            

            DANIEL

            It’s been a year, Lena. You’re allowed to come to a barbecue. 

            
               He reaches out, and catches Lena’s arm.

            

            It’s not a betrayal. Not an insult to his memory.

            
               Beat.

            

            LENA

            I’m going to paint the bedroom.

            
               Daniel gives way. Removes his hand.

            

            DANIEL

            Home improvements.

            
               Lena smiles perfunctorily.

            

            LENA

            Yes.

            EXT. SUBURB – DAY

            
               Bright, flat sunlight pushes through tree tops.

            

            
               A broad road. Detached houses. Green lawns. Two children on pushbikes glide down the sidewalk.

            

            INT. HOUSE – CONTINUOUS

            
               A quiet house, with stillness in the rooms.

            

            
               Photographs in the bedroom show a couple: Lena, with a man in his early thirties, Kane.

            

            
               One of these images show both Kane and Lena in military uniform, in a baked landscape of rock and dust.

            

            
               Kane smiles easily at the camera. Full of life in these frozen snapshots.

            

            
               Another of the images shows a wedding. Lena in white. The couple embracing.

            

            INT. HOUSE/LIVING ROOM – CONTINUOUS

            
               Lena sits on the sofa, legs curled beneath her. 

            

            
               In one hand, she holds her silver locket.

            

            
               It’s open. Inside is a photo of Kane.

            

            
               She gazes at it.

            

            
               We can feel Lena’s effort to modulate her breathing. Inhaling and exhaling through parted lips.

            

            
               Less controlled, tears spill down her face. Down her cheeks and neck. Into the corner of her mouth.

            

            
               Title:

            

            ANNIHILATION

            
               Then, into the quiet and stillness, Music intrudes.

            

            
               Cut to:

            

            INT. HOUSE/BEDROOM – DAY

            
               The speakers from which the music is playing.

            

            
               The framed photographs of Lena and Kane, which are now off the walls, and stacked on the landing.

            

            
               A plastic sheet as it rises up, billows, then settles over the double bed.

            

            
               A flathead screwdriver pushes under the rim of a tub of paint and pops the lid.

            

            
               Lena runs a primed roller over the wall. Leaving a fat white stripe over the old colour. Flecking her shirt and face with paint. Smearing it off her forehead with the back of her hand.

            

            
               Repainting the room is an act of moving on.

            

            
               She is energised. So focused –

            

            
               – that she doesn’t see the figure that appears in the doorway of the bedroom.

            

            
               Kane.  

            

            
               He seems different to the photos. In uniform, but bloodless in his complexion. Clean-shaven. Neat hair.

            

            
               He watches Lena painting. Oddly blank. Not announcing his presence –

            

            
               – until she turns, needing to reload the roller –

            

            
               – and sees him.

            

            
               First, she jolts at the sight of the figure.

            

            
               Second, she recognises him.

            

            LENA

            (whispers)

            Oh God.

            
               The roller slips from her hand.

            

            
               Lands with a wet slap on the floor.

            

            
               She walks towards Kane.

            

            
               Puts a hand on his cheek, in the way she might touch a clear window to see if it holds a pane of glass.

            

            
               Then she grabs his face with both palms. Kissing him as she talks.

            

            LENA

            Oh God, oh God – I thought you were gone – gone forever – forever.

            
               She’s crying, laughing.

            

            
               He isn’t.

            

            
               Her passion is completely unmatched by his. He is glazed and distant. No more than compliant.

            

            
               Until finally she has to acknowledge it.

            

            
               She breaks off. Hurt, confused.

            

            
               And as she breaks off, he then leans forward, not apparently reading her expression, and kisses her once on the lips.

            

            
            
               It feels wrong. Emphasises the strangeness.

            

            LENA

            … Kane?

            INT. HOUSE/KITCHEN – NIGHT

            
               Kane sits at the table.

            

            
               In front of him is a glass of water. He stares at the clear liquid, but doesn’t drink it.

            

            
               Lena stands by the counter. Her confusion has transformed now into frustration and anger.

            

            LENA

            You must be able to tell me something. Vanished off the face of the Earth for twelve months! I deserve a better explanation than no explanation.

            
               Kane doesn’t answer.

            

            No one knew anything about your unit. I contacted everyone. Everyone I could. The other wives and partners knew as little as me.

            
               Beat.

            

            Was it covert?

            KANE

            … Maybe.

            LENA

            What does that mean: ‘maybe’?

            KANE

            Okay, yes. Covert. I think so.

            LENA

            Pakistan again.

            
               Beat.

            

            Yemen?

            KANE

            I can’t tell you.

            LENA

            So it is classified.

            KANE

            I don’t know. Where it was. Or what it was.

            LENA

            How can that even be possible? Was it hot? Was there snow? Did the people speak Swahili, or Portuguese, or Pashto?

            
               Kane says nothing.

            

            
               Lena processes. Fighting back the strangeness of the conversation. Trying to assert reason.

            

            LENA

            How long have you been back?

            KANE

            I don’t know.

            LENA

            Well – how did you get back? Which base did they fly you to?

            KANE

            I don’t know.

            LENA

            What about the rest of your unit? Did they return with you?

            
               For the first time, we see something tangible in Kane. A helplessness. A dimly understood fear.

            

            KANE

            Does it matter?

            
               Silence.

            

            
               As Lena suddenly understands: her husband is profoundly damaged. His body has returned to her, but not his mind.

               
            

            
               She takes a seat opposite him at the table.

            

            
               Then takes his hand. He doesn’t resist.

            

            LENA

            Kane.

            
               He looks at her.

            

            LENA

            How did you get home?

            KANE

            I –

            
               He breaks off a moment.

            

            I was outside.

            LENA
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