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Chapter 1  Democracy Reset and Democracy Models
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Democracy as a political system has become terribly corrupted in the last two centuries. It has been abused and misused in many countries and by many political conspirators. It's high time to reset democracy. 

It is also high time to review the various democracy models that are being practised now, and to explore how a new and better model of democracy can be developed.
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Chapter 2  Brexit Democracy
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One of the most bizarre episodes of democracy in recent years is Brexit, the 2016 referendum of the British people, that decided on the exit of Britain from the European Union. This was for UK to free itself from European legislative and administrative bureaucracy, from European financial control, and from the flood of European immigrants. 

It highlighted how a mere 52%-48% division of the votes in a purportedly democratic process can lead to a momentous decision that plunges the whole country and even the whole European Union into great turmoil. Just 2% of the voters can make the difference of "leave" or "remain" for everybody else in UK in this farcical democratic method of referendum, despite the great differences in the voted preference in different regions of the country. 

In every way, Brexit has proven to be an unexpectedly tortuous process for all concerned.

The outcome of that referendum was followed by more than three years of furious debates and great divergence of opinions among the population, and even greater divide in the British Parliament, on how Britain was to proceed in this momentous change of its status. At times, it seemed that Brexit may even be annulled altogether with the virulent disagreements within the population and within the Parliament. But, amid all the uncertainty, Brexit was eventually effected on 31 January 2020 after British Prime Minister Boris Johnson won a major victory in the December 2019 UK General election.

Boris Johnson first won British premiership in July 2019 after his predecessor Theresa May stepped down after losing 3 attempts to shepherd the Brexit Bill through the British Parliament. He himself was also thwarted repeatedly by the deeply divided and incredibly obstructive and obfuscate British Parliament and the excessively-interfering law courts. He eventually had to resort to a new highly divisive General election in December 2019 to break the deadlock.

The real tragedy of Brexit would be the events that are yet to unfold, including how the 4 key freedoms of movement in GSCP, or goods, services, capital and people are to be resolved with EU; the trade regimes with the rest of the world; as well as the imminent danger of the eventual breakup of UK into its 4 constituent parts because of the serious divisiveness within UK over Brexit and all its consequences.

The fiasco and debacle of the British Parliament in tearing its heart out over this issue was simply unbelievable. It said much about the abuse of democracy and the misuse of constitutional legal power in this day and age.
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Chapter 3  Worldwide Dysfunctional Democracy
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Across the Atlantic, USA was having its own democracy crisis, with Democrats against the Republicans, and with a highly divisive President Donald Trump put on impeachment trial in the Senate at the end of 2019 for the misuse of presidential power in putting pressure on a foreign country to act against his political rival. 

However, with Republicans dominating the Senate, there was no way that the Senate will impeach a President from the Republican Party. 

The political climate in the US Congress was decidedly toxic, with Democrats and Republicans deeply divided in almost everything. The only thing that they agree on and the only time they agree to act together is to obstruct the rise of China as a perceived rival for world hegemony.

In India, the nation is now captured by Hinduism, and has turned away from the secular root of its independence. Religion is now a powerful determinant of its purported democracy.

India's dismal record of discrimination and oppression against women, the high rate of gang rapes, the dowry murders, the honour killings, the continuing religious, caste and ethnic conflicts, and the persistent poverty in the urban and rural areas are an affront to the democratic ideal of the founders of modern India. 

Similar divisions along racial and religious lines are happening all over the world, in Africa, in Asia, in the Middle East, in the Americas, and even in Europe. Seemingly, no political party and no politician can succeed in democracy without playing the race, language, and religion cards and without exploiting the social and economic divide. This is greatly exacerbated by the fake news, biased news and sloppy news on the Internet and other mass media which are acting really like uncontrollable monsters with their own shameless self-profiting agendas. 
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Chapter 4  Adversarial Exclusive Democracy (AED)
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Perhaps democracy is now so abused and misused that it is beyond repair. It should really be called Adversarial Exclusive Democracy (AED) because of its selfish, combative and competitive nature.

Perhaps we now need to return to look at the original idea of democracy of the Ancient Greek, an elite-based democracy, which should rightly be called Tribal Democracy (TD). 
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Chapter 5  Tribal Democracy (TD) 
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This TD was widely practised in the many millennia before Christ, in the BC millennia, all over the world by all primitive and early human societies. It's basically a system of picking wise and capable leaders by general acclaim, by clan collective decisions and by clan support. While this process cannot be said to be strictly by common consensus, it is nonetheless a process of common understanding and a somewhat general agreement among the stakeholders. Such a system was evolved organically from the close-knit family and clan structures of the early human tribes and was responsible for their survival and success in the hostile natural environment.

This TD was the method used by the newly civilized peoples all over the world to put wise elders and highly capable and courageous persons in leadership positions. The basic criteria were morality, strength, experience, expertise, integrity, honesty and community-oriented commitment.

This TD had been the bedrock of the phenomenal success of the human species on earth. It was the basis of all the many and diverse great human civilizations that have come to fruition all over the world.

So, we really need to consider discarding the AED that is widely practised and abused now, and returning to the good old TD, at least in spirit.

We have to do this by changing the politics and election systems. We have to make it more conducive to getting the best people to lead. We have to put power back in the hands of generous and upright people who are not preoccupied with self-interest and who are not self-centered. We have to liberate humans from the terrible greed and ego which are so deeply embedded in the AED system.
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Chapter 6  Foolish Pride and Self-centred Behaviours
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One of the most deleterious effects of the abuse and misuse of democracy is the irreverent and unrealistic attitude that it has bred and spread in the general population, especially among the younger ones. They are lulled into believing that freedom in everything and in every wish is the natural order of things and the entitlement of everybody. They even believe that there is such a thing called real democracy or perfect democracy under which everybody has complete freedom of speech and unfettered freedom of choice.

This is the new and dangerous mindset that is becoming prevalent among young people and even the not so young people around the world. This is a direct consequence of the instant gratification and me-first mindset established by the popular vulgar culture of all shades of democracy all over the world. It is essentially the free-to-do-anything and justified-to-want-everything way of the modern materialistic world. This is a dangerous closed and self-centered mindset.

Too many young people are now trapped in this narrow-minded mindset of self-centredness, self-importance, foolish pride, self-righteousness, and ignorance that they have become blatantly contrarian and arrogant towards others and towards views other than their own. They are impulsive in deciding what is right and what is wrong, and are loathed to change their views or their initial perceptions. They no longer see the merits of modesty, honesty, politeness and open-mindedness.

They think they know better than the experts. They think that the little they know about anything trumps what the supposedly



d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





d2d_images/cover.jpg
HYBRID
DEMOCRACY
WORKS BETTER

2
=
[<b)
7=
=
=
(«b]
=

From Adversarial Democracy
To Collegial Democracy






d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





