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Me: Looking for a hero

Also me: Only interested if he’s a shadow daddy with a tragic backstory and 
a bad attitude



Get in the mood

When you’re reading, your imagination is doing most of the hard work — and one of the joys of romantasy is that it can whisk you away to another world, even if you’re reading on a commuter train or snatching 5 minutes on your lunch break in the office. But when you do want to settle in for full-scale immersion, to make your reading session extra-special, why not set the scene with a soft fur rug, your favourite incense, gentle mood lighting and plenty of cozy blankets to cocoon you when you swoon. You could further feel the part by draping yourself in your most romantastic outfit and putting on some dark, sultry lipstick.



I’m more than willing 
to let you burn me.

Rebecca Yarros, Iron Flame



His name tasted 
of fire and wings, 
of curling smoke, 
of subtlety and 
strength and the 
rasping whisper 
of scales.

Naomi Novik, 
Uprooted



I will be your God, 
your Creator, your 
Destroyer, and every 
depraved dark thing 
in between.

Kerri Maniscalco, 
Throne of the Fallen



Will sell my soul for a magical bond with a brooding warrior



The air around him almost seemed to glimmer, gold dust in the dark. Moonlight made him more beautiful, yes, but in the same way that darkness emphasized a flame.

Hannah Whitten, 
The Foxglove King



If this was weakness, he wanted to be weak. If this was sin, let him be damned to hell.

Kristen Ciccarelli, Rebel Witch



Feral dragonrider 
energy only



Love and hate are oil and water, 
separate but similar, and sometimes 
they swirl together, making it difficult 
to tell one from the other.

Saara El-Arifi, Faebound



And I wondered if love was too weak a word for what he felt, what he’d done for me. For what I felt for him.

Sarah J. Maas, 
A Court of Mist and Fury



Savour the slow burn

That delicious first lingering glance might be all it takes to make you think, “They’re destined to be together”, and sure, you’re desperate for them to realize what’s clear as crystal to you. But it wouldn’t be nearly so fun if they just hopped straight into bed, would it? So make a point of enjoying the simmer and relishing the build-up. It may be agony in the moment, but the more you savour every tantalizing nearly-touching, forced-proximity scene, the bigger the pay-off. Because, let’s be honest, the fact that romantasy makes you want to yell at the characters and stay up all night reading to find out how they’re going to fall into each other’s arms is the whole reason we love it.



Avid collector 
of fictional 
soulmates and 
mythical beasts



He moved his lips 
to my ears. “I would 
burn for you, Morgan. 
You’ve set me aflame…” 
“Then let the flames 
consume us,” 
I whispered back.

Briar Boleyn, 
Queen of Roses



It’s not a spark. It’s an eternal fire that burns from deep within my heart and reaches out to you… And every moment I am not touching you, it eats my soul inside out, tearing me apart, until merely looking at you is an anguish I would only wish upon my worst enemy.

Elizabeth Helen, Bonded by Thorns



Dreaming of riding dragons; stuck folding laundry
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Our kiss was lightning and sweet thunder, and warm rain melting away the snow. We held each other with the desperation of two people unexpectedly alive in a star winter world of sorrow and death, on the cusp of turning the page into spring.

Melissa Caruso, The Unbound Empire



I need you more than the air in my lungs, more than the magic in my veins. I need your light and your darkness. I need you.

Gillian Eliza West, Ruin



If your parents ask, my intentions are dishonourable



When his gaze found hers again, she could not remember how to draw breath. How beautiful, to see the exact moment he fell in love with her.

Allison Saft, Wings of Starlight



What a plot 
twist you were



Highlight the good stuff

Annotating your books isn’t just about making them look pretty, or showing them off on BookTok. It can also heighten your appreciation of the story and deepen your emotional connection to the characters you’re reading about, as well as bring your attention to the tiny details that add up to create the whole wonderful reading experience. And, of course, it has the extra benefit of allowing you to quickly flip through all your favourite lines. Find a pen or a highlighter that won’t smudge, or opt for coloured tabs, and colour-code your highlights into spicy dialogue, torturous slow-burn moments, pivotal enemies-to-lovers scenes and full-blown fae smut, so you can come back to them again and again.



If your love only 
destroys, let it destroy 
me. I am already a 
doomed man.

Lyra Selene, 
A Feather So Black



Fall in love against the backdrop of a dragon war? That’s a frickin’ opera of pain and triumph.

Kendare Blake



I knew he sensed it in me, too. The same desire that he’d brought to the surface of my skin the night he had touched my wings, and the night I had tasted his blood.

Carissa Broadbent, The Ashes and the Star-Cursed King



Here for the plot (and the smutty bits so hot they melt my Kindle)



Don’t you know? 
Love is the purest form 
of destruction there is.

Amber V. Nicole, 
The Book of Azrael



It is hard to keep one’s wits when faced with a woman as beautiful as the sight of shore to a man who has been lost at sea.

Danielle L. Jensen, A Fate Inked in Blood



My dream man: 
tall, dark and fictional



She imagined loving him would feel like falling in love with darkness, frightening and consuming yet utterly beautiful when the stars came out.

Stephanie Garber, Caraval



When his eyes meet mine, desire, as keen as any blade, bends the air between us.

Holly Black,
The Stolen Heir



Romantasy trope bingo

Maybe you already keep a book journal, but have you ever tried romantasy bingo? Next time you start a new book, create a tick list of all your favourite classic romantasy tropes that you’re hoping to see. Shadowy secrets? Tick. Forbidden love? Of course. A redemption arc? Bingo! Or you could make your romantasy bingo card more specific to your favourite author’s tricks — maybe the lovers are always finding themselves snowed in, or the love interest just can’t stop making a gruff noise deep in his throat. Lean in to the tropes!



I dust my shelves, 
but my books are 
still filthy



She is moonlight. The mist that shrouds the mountains. The bite of electricity in the air before a storm. The smoke that rolls across a battlefield before the killing starts.

Callie Hart, Quicksilver



He’s fire and brimstone. I’m shattered ice. Our collision is steam and destruction, destined to dissipate, but I’ll gladly burn beneath him until the world comes crumbling down.

Sarah A. Parker, 
When the Moon Hatched



For you, I’d steal the stars
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Moon above and 
earth below,

Bring my love stars 
that glow.

Far past midnight, 
shadows sneak;

Bring my love dreams 
that speak.

Scarlett St. Clair, King of Battle and Blood



I’ll always come for you. Always. Even if the odds are against me. If you go down, I’ll go down with you.

Berlyn Hayes, Prisoners of Betrayal



Guard me like a dragon protecting his mountain of gold



I was furious with the man. So, so furious. But I also wanted to lick his neck. It was complicated.

Kate Golden, A Dawn of Onyx



Where there’s smoke, there’s a dragon



Design a fantasy world map

When you get lost in a new world, one of the most satisfying things is the cinema version of the story that plays in your head. Your imagination is running wild with ice-bound towers, ancient forests, remote fortresses, sky arenas and frozen tundras. If your current read doesn’t include a map (or even if it does!), why not create your own? It can be fun to lay down on paper how you visualize the key locations in the realms of the story, or even to make up a completely new one for yourself. Look at the typical illustrations used to signify different landscapes in your favourite maps — repeating tree shapes to show enchanted woods, the architectural details of a magical academy or clifftop village — and recreate them in your very own way.



“I give you everything I have and will have,” he said, entwining his fingers with hers. “I vow to love you and protect you for as long as I draw breath.”

Helen Scheuerer, Dawn of Mist



This is my last love letter to you, though some would call it a confession. I suppose both are a sort of gentle violence, putting down in ink what scorches the air when spoken aloud.

S. T. Gibson, 
A Dowry of Blood



She is the embodiment of a bad decision. The twin of danger and desire. The fine line between deadly and divine. And I can feel myself drowning.

Lauren Roberts, Powerless



In the middle of my chaos, there you were



What girl wouldn’t want to be chased by a sword wielding, angelic looking man with perfect bone structure and soul crushing eyes?

J. A. Jude, Supernova



He shivers but his skin is hot, almost feverish beneath my fingers, and I think dizzily that I know exactly why Icarus flew so high: when you’ve spent too long in the dark, you’ll melt your own wings just to feel the sun on your skin.

Alix E. Harrow, Starling House



Born from stars 
and storms



She was the air I breathed, the water I drank; she was everything that made life worth living. Without her, there was nothing but darkness.

Alexis Calder, 
Crown of Stars and Fate



I’m no lovesick puppet, begging for a morsel of affection. I have my own dreams, my own principles, my own honour to uphold.

Sue Lynn Tan, 
Daughter of the Moon Goddess



Fan fiction writing contest

Challenge your friends to a fan fiction writing contest! This can either be an in-person event (give everyone a sheet of paper and a pen — or quill for added authenticity — and set the timer for 30 minutes) or digital (ask everyone to submit their 500-word short story by a certain deadline) and enjoy getting lost in each other’s imaginary worlds. Fan fiction allows you to exercise your creative muscles without the hard work of dreaming up the setting and the characters. Think about the scenes you’d have liked to have seen between your favourite characters, 
or — depending on how smutty your friends are — imagine what happens after that long-lusted-
for kiss.



You are made 
of shadows, and I 
walk willingly 
into the dark



Every thought I have of you is treasonous, the way my hands ache to touch you, deceitful. Even my dreams make me a traitor of my own kingdom.

Holly Renee, A Kingdom 
of Stars and Shadows



I told you before that nothing would ever stop me from getting to you if you needed me, and that will remain true forevermore. I would tear the universe apart at its seams if I must.

Kaylie Smith, Phantasma



Men come and go; dragons are forever
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Fire of my heart, come that I may see you, warm my weary bones, be my place of rest.

Charissa Weaks, 
The Witch Collector



In this life and any other. There will never be another for me. No one with the fire, the passion, the rage. No one with the beauty, kindness, and drive. There is only you. The only star in my sky. The light in my darkness.

Rachel Fallon, Of Light and Freedom



I fell into a romantasy book and refused to climb back out



I would take her for a single night knowing that I’ll lose her by morning, and I would hold on to her and never let go.

Ali Hazelwood, Bride 



Fire only 
answers to fire



Throw a masquerade ball

Sadly, we can’t be reading romantasy all the time — we must remember our real-world friends as well as our fae friends. But if you want to keep the romantasy vibe going, why not throw your very own romantasy-themed masquerade ball? Give everyone plenty of time to put together an outfit based on their favourite book, character or creature, complete with a dramatic mask, and decorate the party room with banner flags for your favourite kingdoms, draped fabrics, tall candles and stacks of romantasy books. Then enjoy an evening in the company of high lords, vampires, tyrant queens, charming rogues and cursed heroines.



Did you think you could stop me? I’ll burn the world down to save her.

Jennifer L. Armentrout, Origin



There’s going to 
be some steam. 
It’s just the way it is.

Rebecca Yarros



She could hardly deny that it felt real. And it was a darkness she was walking swiftly into. At least her eyes were open.

K. A. Linde, 
The Wren in the Holly Library



I love flirting with danger and cursed men



She was my constant lantern when
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