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			Introduction

			My consciousness as a youngster encompassed two divergent worlds when it came to predators. On the family ranch in western Montana, my father trapped and killed predators—coyotes in particular—that infrequently attacked newborn calves during severe winters. I well remember a tiny calf we discovered one frigid February morning. A coyote had bitten its hindquarter. Through torn flesh I could see the shiny white bone of its hip joint. At that moment I hated coyotes. By fall the calf’s wound healed, leaving only a ragged scar on its tough black hide.

			Although antagonistic toward most predators and certain other species, my dad was possessed by an overall fascination with wildlife, an attitude that rubbed off on his children. Wildlife stories were among my favorite books I plucked from the shelves of the Three Forks School library. I especially loved tales of predators. I read with passion Yellow Eyes, a book about a mountain lion, and Old One Toe, a story of a fox. But my very favorite was The Black Wolf of Savage River, a 1959 fictional tale of an Alaskan wolf. When reading the books, I found myself rooting for the predators and against the hunters and trappers. In those moments I loved them all: coyotes, mountain lions, wolves, foxes, and bears.

			While cross-country skiing in Yellowstone National Park in late winter 2000, I heard the howl of a wolf, mournful, deep, and very strong. Less than an hour later, my companions and I spotted three wolves at a distance. Since then I have observed wolves on numerous occasions, both in Yellowstone and other remote areas of Montana. They are fascinating and sometimes fearsome creatures. Neither the antipathy held by many ranchers and hunters toward wolves, nor the near-religious devotion many wolf advocates carry toward the creatures, can be justified, at least not in my mind.

			In this book I hope to present a picture of wolves from the standpoint of natural history that focuses minimally on the social controversies surrounding these creatures. Informed management and conservation do not tolerate villains or celebrities in the world of wildlife. It is not appropriate to view wolves in either light. It is my hope that the future of wolves and humans in the United States will soon enter an era where these iconic predators are afforded no more or no less respect than other carnivores and their prey.

		

	
		
			CHAPTER 1 Names and Faces

		

		
			Names and Visual Description

			Wolf is the English name given to the largest species in the dog-like family of mammals, the canines. In the case of wolves, the common and scientific names are essentially equivalent, although they are derived from different languages. The common name, wolf, is Germanic in origin. The scientific, or Latin, name for the wolf is Canis lupus. Canis refers to the animal’s family, the canines. Lupus is the Latin word for “wolf.” Thus, in reference to wolves, the common and scientific names are the same terms derived from different languages.

			In North America, members of the Canis lupus species are most often described as wolves. However, in field guides and scientific literature, the species is more technically referenced by the term gray wolf. To a lesser extent these animals might also be known as timber wolves.

			Gray wolves have the overall appearance of a large dog, somewhat similar to an oversize German shepherd or a malamute. When it comes to coloration, the name gray wolf is somewhat deceiving. Although most wolves have an overall grayish appearance, individual animals within various geographic regions and gene pools may be almost completely white to completely black. The “typical” gray wolf sports a grizzled gray coloration over its entire body, with darker highlights on the back, neck, and shoulders that yield to lighter tones on the lower rib cage, belly, and legs. Some wolves exhibit slightly reddish highlights in the lighter portions of their coats. On most animals, however, the paler part of their pelage is whitish or cream colored.
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				Gray wolves may be black and nearly white, as well as their typical gray color. Kevin Rhoades

			

		

		
			A wolf’s legs appear long in relation to its body. This characteristic is more prominent in the summer, when the animal wears its shorter coat, than in the winter, when its fur is much longer. A wolf’s tail is bushy and roughly one third the length of its body from the tip of its nose to the end of its rump, or slightly longer. A wolf with the common gray-grizzled appearance most often has a black tip on the end of its tail. When it is on the move, the wolf carries its tail straight out from its body.

			A wolf’s ears are erect and slightly rounded at the tips. Its black nose pad is more prominent than that observed on other canines; it measures more than 1 inch wide. A wolf’s eyes are often described as orange or hazel in color with a distinct greenish cast. Framing a wolf’s head is a ruff of longer hair that makes the face of the animal appear much larger than the underlying skull.

			Unlike many other animal species that are given special terms for the two genders, terminology for the wolf sexes is very simple. Male wolves are referred to as males, and female wolves are called females. Their offspring, like the babies of domestic dogs, are known as pups.
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