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			Anna Todd

			American blogger and writer

			
					Born in Ohio (United States) in 1989

					Notable works: 

	The series of After novels:


					After (2013)

					After We Collided (2014)

					After We Fell (2014)

					After We Rise (2015)

					After Ever Happy (2015) 



	The spin-off series:

					Before (2015)

					Nothing More (2016)

					Nothing Less (2016)




Anna Todd is a young, successful American blogger, who found fame on the website Wattpad. This social network is dedicated to writing and to the sharing of texts by its users, and it was on here that this fanfiction and love story enthusiast decided to try the genre herself by writing her After series, chapter by chapter. Her writing was quickly met with enthusiasm by her readers, with whom she regularly communicated, taking their remarks and desires into account. 

The young woman is also passionate about boy bands, particularly the British group One Direction, whose members inspired her to create the main characters of the After novels. Her books, true bestsellers that have been translated into 34 languages, have brought her international recognition. 

		


		
			After

			Love and betrayal

			
					Genre: novel

					Reference edition: Todd, A. (2014) After. New York: Gallery Books.

					First edition: 2014

					Themes: love, introduction to eroticism and sexuality, betrayal, American university life

			

			In 2013, Anna Todd published After as she wrote it on Wattpad. The text immediately received the attention of millions of readers online, who followed the tumultuous romantic relationship of the protagonists, Tessa and Hardin, day after day. For the two characters, nothing will ever be the same after they meet. Taken by the whirlwind of the story, the reader is eager to discover whether or not they will manage to overcome the obstacles caused by their very opposing personalities. 

			Given the extent of the success, Anna Todd decided to publish her text in paper form in 2014. The book is made up of 97 relatively short chapters, which is explained by the uploading method on Wattpad. The short and lively dialogue, with its sometimes very crude vocabulary, give a realistic and rhythmic nature to the story. 

			More than 20 countries have bought the publication rights for this bestseller and an adaptation for the big screen is currently in progress. 

		


		
			Summary

			Betrayal

			Theresa Young, whom everyone calls Tessa, is a young American student of 18 years old. At the end of the novel, Tessa discovers the terrible truth about the person with whom she fell madly in love with at university and with whom she thinks she has finally established a genuine relationship, especially as they move into an apartment together, thus leaving campus.

			In fact, Hardin bet his group of friends that Tessa will give herself to him entirely and have her first sexual experience with him. The young girl hears this revelation just before Christmas from Hardin himself, who is driven to confess in a bar by Molly as well as the other participants in the bet: Jace, Nate, Zed, Steph and Tristan. The idea had come to him during a party on campus, when Tessa had confessed to being a virgin. He had then launched his bet without thinking that he could be played by his own game by falling in love with her. 

			Tessa, devastated by this admission, hastily leaves the bar, accompanied by Zed, and under the distraught gaze of Hardin, who has fallen to his knees to ask for the young girl’s forgiveness. 

			We must wait for the second novel to learn the future of their relationship. 

			Tessa and university life

			The story of the two lovers begins within the walls of Central Washington University. A studious girl, Tessa worked hard to get into the prestigious university and received a bursary and a minimum student loan to finance her years of study. 

			When she discovers the campus and her bedroom, she is very disappointed, as she had imagined a totally different world. The showers are mixed, and she is faced with a shady roommate (as she is dressed in a provocative manner, tattooed and has red hair), just like her friends. In any case, it is her mother’s deep-rooted opinion; the young woman wants to give them a chance before asking to change bedrooms. 

			Passionate about literature, very organised, a brilliant college student and raised by a strict mother, Tessa has planned her professional and personal future: she has to get a good education, find a job in the world of publishing – which she will manage to get thanks to Hardin’s father – and marry her boyfriend Noah, who is one year younger than her and with whom she has been in a relationship for two years. As prude as Tessa, he is reassuring and a good student. Just like her, he is working hard to be accepted at the University of Washington and also shows promise for a bright future. 

			But the university years will come to disrupt the young couple’s plans, with Tessa falling for Hardin against whom Noah cannot compete. Nevertheless, he promises the young girl his support should she need it. 

			Steph, Tessa’s roommate, introduces her to campus life: makeup, parties, boys that she finds nice, such as Tristan, Nate, Zed and Logan, or unpleasant, such as Jace or Dan. 

			Landon, one of her fellow literature students, becomes her friend. She discovers that he knows Hardin, as his mother is going to marry the latter’s father. Landon is always there when Tessa needs a shoulder to cry on because of Hardin. 

			Tessa and Hardin

			The beginning of their relationship dates back to shortly after Tessa begins her first year at the University of Washington. 

			Hardin Scott, who is one of her roommate’s friends, has however made a bad impression during their first encounter: he is impolite (he does not leave the room when Tessa wants to change, he enters without knocking nor greeting), and has tattoos and piercings. He mocks Tessa’s strict style of dressing (a skirt down to her knees and a loose-fitting blouse) and her obsession with planning activities. He often provokes her and considers her incapable of letting herself go. In response to him, she decides to go to the parties of his fraternity (a student organisation at university), to drink, play truth or dare and kiss boys. 

			She rather quickly realises that even if there are things about Hardin that she dislikes, she is under his spell. The latter is also not indifferent to the young girl’s charisma, as he invites her to the edge of the lake where he gives her her first erotic experience and kisses her many times. He often abandons Tessa after such moments, without giving her any explanation. 

			While Hardin makes her jealous by parading about with Molly, one of his ex-girlfriends, he nevertheless prohibits her from going near his friend Zed – who would not say no to a more intimate relationship with the young girl – or any other boy on campus. Indeed, when she does an internship at a publishing company of a friend of Ken, Hardin’s father, and when one of the employees, Trevor, tries to get close to her, Hardin gets particularly tetchy. Furthermore, while, after their first kiss, he tells Tessa not to break up with her high school boyfriend, Noah, he later demands that she tells him the truth and leaves him. Noah accepts this, while remaining loyal to Tessa. As the young girl gets closer to Hardin, her mother often visits her on campus to try to convince her to give up on Hardin and to get back together with Noah, unsuccessfully. 

			Little by little, Tessa and Hardin open up to one another and discover that they have several things in common: their passion for literature and their past as children that were abandoned by their respective fathers and raised by hard-working mothers. They confess their love to one another and, thanks to Tessa, Hardin re-establishes contact with his father, Ken, who is the president of the university, as well with his future wife, Karen and her son Landon. 

			But this idyllic picture will fall apart following the revelation of Hardin’s betrayal…

		


		
			Character study

			Tessa Young

			Her real name being Theresa, this young, 18-year-old girl has been raised strictly by her mother and knows nothing about her father, except that he was an alcoholic and that he left them when she was still a child. 

			The chaste girl that she was with her first boyfriend Noah becomes a sensual and lustful young woman upon meeting Hardin. The latter turns her life upside down on various levels: 

			“I have my whole future planned. Had, my subconscious reminds me. I had everything planned until I met Hardin and now my future is constantly changing and shifting. […]. Hardin and I making love has tied an invisible string between us, uniting our bodies and minds. The changes in my plans are for the better… right?” (p. 436)

			After meeting him, she changes the way she dresses and behaves. The shy Tessa becomes provocative in scenes of risqué eroticism. She who woke up at 6am every day and organised her day in advance begins to slightly abandon her organiser and finally dares to confront her mother and say no to her when she wants to force her to break up with Hardin. 

			She gradually gets used to university life, which repelled her so much at first, buys a car and breaks up with Noah, thus turning her back on everything that she had planned for the future. 

			Despite this, her interest in literature remains as intense as ever: she takes arts classes and, through Ken, gets a paid internship at Vance publishing company. 

			Hardin Scott

			Hardin Scott, a young English student, is the incarnation of a bad boy, sporting tattoos (which Tessa really likes, particularly the one representing infinity) and piercings. He lives in a fraternity, in which he has a bedroom where he will not allow anybody to sleep, except Tessa, due to his recurring nightmares. He confides in Tessa about their origin: when he was a child, he witnessed his mother being raped by men that his father, an alcoholic, had provoked. He thus has a strained relationship with his father, Ken, and does not seem to want to sort things out. He compares his father’s luxurious lifestyle with the difficult life of his mother, who is still in England. 

			A chameleon, he can be both seductive and romantic, but also brutal and mocking. For him too, there is a time before Tessa and another after their meeting, as he tries to stabilise himself upon contact with the young woman. “You… you make me want to be good, for you… I want to be good for you, Tess” (p. 148), he admits to her. He who had never said “I love you”, not even to his mother, says it regularly to his lover. He allows Tessa to enter into and sleep in his bedroom, when he has never given this trust to any other girl. Finally, although very young, he shows his willingness to live together with the heroine. 

			His library is impressive, and Tessa learns that he has also worked for

			The friends and lovers

			
			
					Noah. One year younger than Tessa, he is the image of the ideal future son-in-law: serious, prude, hard-working, polite. He only too willingly responds to the demands of the young woman’s mother and is as critical as her regarding his girlfriend’s disappointments, transforming, in her eyes, into “an annoying little brother who tattles on me” (p. 48). His innocent kisses provoke no emotion in Tessa, especially after experiencing the more impassioned kisses of Hardin. He dares to confront the latter but, faced with Tessa’s choice, he bitterly slips away, while promising the young woman that they will remain friends. 

					Steph. This provocative and tattooed young girl had a relationship with Hardin, but she seems to want to be Tessa’s friend, giving her advice regarding makeup and clothing. Tessa greatly admires the relationship Steph has with Tristan, a member of their friendship group. He showers Steph with tender gestures, even in the presence of others, which Hardin refrains from doing: “Tristan is sitting on her bed staring at her in the adoring way I wish Hardin would stare at me” (p. 310).

					Zed. This friend of Hardin is courteous with Tessa, whom he likes and on whom he makes a good first impression: “A very attractive boy with olive-toned skin reaches out his hand and shakes mine. His hands are slightly cold from the drink he was holding, but his smile is warm” (p. 24). He then tries to begin a relationship with her during a time when the couple are broken up thanks to Hardin: Zed invites her to a campfire, kisses her hand and tries to kiss her, without forcing anything when she runs away to meet Hardin. He fights with the latter, but neither of the two seem to want to explain their reasons to Tessa. 

					Landon. The son of the university president’s partner is very calm and studious and greatly resembles Noah, as he is also set for a good professional career. He seems very much in love with his girlfriend Dakota, who lives in New York. 

					Molly. This student with red hair is one of Hardin’s ex-girlfriends. She does anything she can to try and make Tessa jealous and to hurt her. 

			

			The parents of the main characters

			
					Tessa’s mother. This single mother is a very stylish woman despite her modest income: “My mother looks eerily perfect, as always. Not a single smudge mars her heavily made-up eyes, her red lipstick is smooth and silky, her blond hair is neatly piled almost in a halo around her head” (p. 530). She has already planned her daughter’s future, and tries to control by imposing her own choices on her, as much regarding university as her personal life. “Noah loves you, and I know you love him. Now stop this rebellious charade and come with me” (p. 533), she says to Tessa after learning that she has moved in with Hardin. 

					Ken. A former alcoholic, Hardin’s father abandoned him and his mother when the boy was still a child. He is now the president of the university, lives in a large mansion, and is about to marry Karen, a sweet woman who is always considerate and accommodating with Hardin. He managed to overcome his demons and wants to get closer to his son, by inviting him for dinner and reserving a room for him in his new mansion. He is “tall and lean, like Hardin, and has the same-shaped eyes, only his are a deep brown instead of green. Other than that, they are polar opposites” (p. 222).
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