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Dior.

What comes to mind when you read that name? Chances are you have heard of it. Perhaps you have stood outside a shop window, admiring the sartorial treasures within. You might have been to an exhibition about it or come to know it a little through a documentary or film (on the subject of which, I urge you to watch Dior and I. It will give you a real taste of life working in haute couture).

Maybe you are someone who has long followed and admired the brand. In which case, it could summon a sentiment: of desire, wonder and delight. A silhouette may come to mind – one, in particular, of a waspish waist. Or perhaps the name makes you think of the man himself: Christian Dior, the visionary fashion architect and master couturier, who reigned in fashion for just a decade and died in 1957, yet is still influencing how we get dressed today.

Dior certainly means something to me. It is perhaps my favourite luxury brand. I am a fully grown woman but go gooey-eyed at its creations. I have lusted after its accessories since I first started subscribing to glossy magazines and often have the Dior girl in mind when I get dressed. And, really, that’s what this book is about.

Its aim is to help you get to know the man, the brand – and the look. It’s got a bit of history woven in (which I hope you’ll find as interesting as I did) but is certainly not an encyclopaedic approach to Dior’s life. No, what it does is break down the legendary fashion house’s codes to help you find them in your own wardrobe, so that you too can create Dior-inspired ensembles at home.

Suffice it to say, I had plenty of material to work with. Despite his relatively short career – Dior was founded in 1946 and the man himself died of a heart attack aged 52 in 1957 – Christian Dior is remembered as a revolutionary. He had strong opinions on what he considered good taste and he wasn’t worried about sharing them, publishing his A–Z thoughts in his 1954 guide, The Little Dictionary of Fashion.

His couture broke new ground, not just for its technical techniques, but also for its aesthetic. He ushered romance back into fashion at a time, just after World War II, when soberness reigned. He reinstated luxury – real, in-your-face opulence – when rationing and austerity were words of the day. As for the boxy, gamine tailoring women had taken to in the thirties and forties thanks to one Coco Chanel … well, you need only see the cinched hourglass figures of his first collection – duly dubbed the ‘New Look’ by an excited Harper’s Bazaar’s Carmel Snow – to see what he thought of that.

Dior was a fantasist – in the times he could afford to be and the times, perhaps, he had to be. He grew up relatively well-off in the lavish belle époque era but later faced periods of failure, hardship and poverty. It took him until he was in his thirties to embark on the career that would make him the hallowed name in fashion he is today. There were always signs he would get there, though: he spent his life admiring the finer things, from architecture and gardens to music and art.
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Dior seamstresses reading the shocking news of Christian Dior’s death at the age of 52.
He certainly would not have predicted that he might go on to dress royalty, nor that his take on hemlines would come to be known around the world. It was a fact he sometimes separated himself from—putting Christian Dior the man in one box and Christian Dior the couturier in another. Despite the fact that a fortune-teller had told him, at age 13, that he’d make his fortune from women, it still took him by surprise when he did.

There’s no shortage of magic in the story of Christian Dior. That’s why so many fall under its spell. The clothes are bewitching, but – beneath the layers of tulle – so is their creator’s surprisingly practical take on getting dressed. His style principles are a story of quality over quantity, the importance of individuality and of dressing to feel your absolute best. It’s a set of ideas we can all apply to our own wardrobes. This book will show you how.
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‘A dress is a piece of ephemeral architecture, designed to enhance the proportions of the female body.’

Christian Dior
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‘Individuality will always be one of the conditions of real elegance.’

Christian Dior
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‘Without proper foundations, there can be no fashion.’

Christian Dior
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‘Real elegance is everywhere, especially in the things that don’t show.’

Christian Dior
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‘It is unforgivable to do what one doesn’t love, especially if one succeeds.’

Christian Dior
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‘Midnight blue is the only color that can ever compete with black.’

Christian Dior
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‘You can never take too much care over the choice of your shoes.’

Christian Dior
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