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    TERRY PRATCHETT


    ENGLISH NOVELIST


    
      	Born in Buckinghamshire in 1948.


      	Died in Wiltshire in 2015.


      	
        Notable works:

        
          	The Colour of Magic (1983), novel


          	Wyrd Sisters (1988), novel


          	Guards! Guards! (1989), novel

        

      

    


    Terry Pratchett was born in Buckinghamshire in 1948 and was variously a journalist and a Press Officer for the Central Electricity Generating Board before becoming a full-time writer. His first novel The Carpet People was published in 1971, but he is best known for his Discworld series, a collection of 44 comic-fantasy novels beginning with The Colour of Magic (1983) and ending with The Shepherd’s Crown (which was published posthumously in 2015). Over the course of his lifetime his work garnered significant critical acclaim (no small feat for a writer working in two genres, comedy and fantasy, that do not traditionally receive critical attention) and an enormous public following. He was the best-selling and top-earning UK author throughout the 1990s, and was awarded an OBE in 1998 and a knighthood for services to literature in 2009. He was diagnosed with early onset Alzheimer’s disease in 2007 and was a spokesperson for, and patron of, Alzheimer’s Research UK. He died in 2015.

  


  
    NEIL GAIMAN


    ENGLISH GRAPHIC NOVELIST AND SHORT STORY WRITER


    
      	Born in Portchester in 1960.


      	
        Notable works:

        
          	The Sandman (1989-2015) comic book series


          	Stardust (1999) novel


          	Coraline (2002) novel

        

      

    


    Neil Gaiman was born in Portchester in 1960 and began a career in journalism in the early 1980s, while simultaneously submitting short stories to various UK magazines and publishers. In 1984, while waiting for a train at Victoria Station, he found a copy of Alan Moore’s (British comic book writer, born in 1953) Swamp Thing, and was so taken with Moore’s complex and literary approach to the medium that he decided to write comics himself. In 1987 he was hired by DC Comics to write the limited series Black Orchid (1987), followed by the first of his Sandman comics, which helped to establish him as a leading voice in the graphic novel industry. He wrote Good Omens (1990) in collaboration with Terry Pratchett, and his first solo novel, Neverwhere, was published in 1996. It was followed by Stardust (1999), American Gods (2001) and Coraline (2002), all of which topped bestseller lists on both sides of the Atlantic and won Gaiman numerous literary accolades, including the Hugo and Nebula Awards.

  


  
    GOOD OMENS


    PRATCHETT AND GAIMAN’S DIVINE COMEDY


    
      	Genre: novel


      	Reference edition: Pratchett, T. Gaiman, N. (1991) Good Omens. London: Corgi.


      	1st edition: 1990


      	Themes: good and evil, free will, humanity, destiny, nature versus nurture, Armageddon, love, friendship, heaven and hell, witchcraft, religious philosophy

    


    Good Omens: The Nice and Accurate Prophesies of Agnes Nutter, Witch is a comic novel focusing on the birth of the Antichrist and the attempts of the demon Crowley and the angel Aziraphale to prevent the coming apocalypse. Although they are technically ideological adversaries, Crowley and Aziraphale have developed a friendship that is at once unlikely and inevitable, based on their shared experiences on earth over the past 3000 years. Having discovered that they are both fond of humans and have grown accustomed to life among them, they work as a team to stop Armageddon in whatever way they can. Meanwhile, the Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse are busy forming an ominous biker gang and, due to a farcical mix-up by some Satanic Nuns, the child that everybody believes to be the Antichrist may not be the Antichrist at all.


    Good Omens was published in 1990 to widespread popular acclaim and was nominated for the Locus Award for Best Fantasy Novel and the World Fantasy Award for Best Novel. It has been adapted for stage, screen and radio and in 2003 was listed at number 68 on the BBC’s The Big Read survey.

  


  
    SUMMARY


    IN THE BEGINNING


    The novel opens outside the Garden of Eden just after the fall of man. Aziraphale, an angel, and Crawly, a demon in the form of a snake, discuss Adam and Eve’s expulsion from paradise and whether or not it was “a bit of an overreaction” (p.9). They speculate on the nature of Good and Evil and watch as narratively portentous storm clouds gather.


    ELEVEN YEARS AGO


    It is the late 1970s and the demon Crawly has changed his name to the more flattering Crowley. He is handsome and urbane, with “good cheekbones” (p.20), and is responsible for some of the best demonic inventions in human history (including the M25 motorway). Although essentially diabolical, he is fond of humans (as well as being in awe of their abilities to find new, inventive ways of torturing each other), so he is concerned by the news that the Antichrist is about to be born, heralding the end of all human life, and that he, Crowley, must oversee the scheme. Although deeply conflicted, he follows his infernal instructions and drives to a local hospital (in his cherished vintage Bentley) with a basket containing the Antichrist to swap it for a preordained human baby.


    The hospital is run by the Chattering Order of St Beryl, a group of Satanic Nuns who are only too keen to help the Antichrist into the world. However, a series of mistakes results in the Antichrist being substituted for the baby of an unassuming English family, rather than the baby of the American Cultural Attaché as intended.


    We are briefly introduced to two children: Newton Pulsifer and Anathema Device. Newton is a precocious would-be scientist who breaks every computer he comes into contact with, while Anathema is the descendant of the witch Agnes Nutter. She has grown up reading Agnes’ book of highly accurate prophesies which has been handed down through her family.


    Meanwhile, Crowley and Aziraphale meet covertly and update each other on their progress influencing mankind. Having agreed, long ago, that they would keep the net levels of good and evil in the world about equal, they are firm friends. Aziraphale is just as accustomed to life among humans as Crowley and has become an antiquarian book dealer, so is equally concerned by the news of the Apocalypse. They have lunch together and drunkenly agree that they must stop it. Crowley proposes that the Antichrist is not inherently evil, and says that if it does not have a wholly satanic upbringing it may never fulfil its purpose.


    We are introduced in quick succession to Scarlet, a sultry arms dealer who is engineering conflict in West Africa; Sable, a publishing magnate responsible for a diet book that is taking America by storm; and Mr White, a crewman on an oil freighter who has been responsible for numerous environmental catastrophes. Although it is not yet explicit, they are three of the four Horsepersons of the Apocalypse.


    Crowley and Aziraphale oversee the “religious upbringing” (p.59) of the child of the American Cultural Attaché (Warlock), whom they believe to be the Antichrist, carefully stationing both diabolical and divine figures in his life, although they are concerned that he appears completely normal and cannot bend the universe to his will. Crowley receives a message from Hell telling him that on Warlock’s 11th birthday he will be gifted a diabolical dog to protect him.


    WEDNESDAY


    Crowley and Aziraphale attend Warlock’s lavish 11th birthday party but discover, when the hell-hound does not arrive, that Warlock is not the Antichrist after all. They leave London to check the Chattering Nuns’ records.


    Meanwhile, the hell-hound materialises in Tadfield and successfully locates its master. The true Antichrist is a boy called Adam, who is playing in an old quarry with his friends Pepper, Wensleydale and Brian (known collectively as “the Them”, p.127). Adam senses instinctively that he will get a dog for his birthday, and when he describes it to his friends the hell-hound, waiting out of sight, changes into a smaller, friendlier dog to fit his description. He names his new dog Dog.


    On a nearby hill the now-adult Anathema Device measures shifting lay lines. She is a skilled witch who has just moved into Adam’s village and has learnt from her family book of prophesies that the Apocalypse is a few days away. Crowley and Aziraphale knock her off her bike on their way to the convent, and she accidentally leaves The Nice and Accurate Prophesies of Agnes Nutter in their car. Crowley and Aziraphale arrive at the Chattering Nuns’ convent (now a management training retreat) but discover that all the records have been destroyed by fire. They agree that there is no way of locating the true Antichrist because his “his powers will keep him hidden from prying occult forces” (p.110). Aziraphale discovers Anathema’s book, and takes it into his shop to read.


    Meanwhile, on an increasingly conflict-torn Mediterranean island a courier delivers a sword to Scarlet and she signs for it with her true name: War.


    THURSDAY


    Adam meets Anathema and has tea at her cottage. She finds him unnerving, although she is unsure why, but he likes her a lot and listens impressionably to her views on capitalism, environmentalism and nuclear power. She also gives him her collection of Fortean magazines to read. After he leaves, she realises that she finds him unnerving because she cannot see his aura (although she does not realise that this is because she is standing within it and it encompasses everything).


    In an attempt to make Anathema happy, Adam inadvertently begins to bend the universe to his will, wishing away the local nuclear power station’s core reactors in his sleep.


    FRIDAY


    The courier arrives at a fast food outlet in America and delivers a set of scales to Raven Sable, who signs for it with his true name: Famine.


    Adam expounds his new-found Fortean beliefs to his friends (which include the existence of aliens, Atlantis and a system of underground tunnels which run from Tibet to anywhere in the world). All of these things start to manifest in reality over the coming hours.


    Meanwhile, Aziraphale, who has been consulting the Nice and Accurate Prophesies, discovers the true identity and location of the Antichrist and the fact that Armageddon is only a day away. He notes this down in the back of the book.


    The adult Newton Pulsifer is now a Witchfinder Private, working for the WA (Witchfinder Army), which consists of him and Shadwell, an elderly misanthrope who lives off tobacco and condensed milk and is obsessed with tracking down and destroying evil. Their offices are above a corner shop and opposite the flat of a maternal sex worker and part time occultist called Madame Tracy. Newt, keen to get out of the office, convinces Shadwell to let him visit Tadfield to investigate a spate of strange happenings (actually caused by Adam), which he thinks may be proof of witchcraft.


    SATURDAY


    The courier delivers a crown to Mr White, who signs for it illegibly with a name that might be Pestilence but which also looks like Pollution. The courier is fatally run over as he walks away and delivers a message to the final Horseman, Death, which reads “Come and see” (p.188).


    Newt arrives in Tadfield and is immediately beset by various phenomena that Adam has caused (and which are fast spreading to the rest of the world). He arrives at Anathema’s cottage by chance, having crashed his car swerving to avoid a Tibetan. She has read about him in Agnes’ prophesies (in which both his arrival and their love are predicted), and she explains to him how the book works and that the Apocalypse is a few hours away. Wanting to make the most of the time they have, they spend the night together (as prophesied).


    Arizaphale opens a pentagram and contacts Heaven to tell them that the Apocalypse is coming and that heaven can prevent the death of millions of humans by stopping it. The Metatron (the voice of God) refuses, telling him that the Apocalypse signals the start of a divine war which Heaven will win. Flustered, Aziraphale accidentally steps into his own pentagram and is transported onto the astral plain, knocking over a candle as he goes.


    Crowley is contacted by Hell (who have only just realised that Warlock is not the Antichrist) and told that he has failed, must resign his post, and will be punished eternally. He evades capture and flees to Aziraphale’s bookshop, which he finds empty and on fire. He rescues The Nice and Accurate Prophesies from the blaze, reads Aziraphale’s notes, and speeds towards Tadfield (destroying his beloved Bentley in the process).


    Meanwhile, War, Famine, Pollution, and Death gather at a motorway service station, and ride out as an apocalyptic biker gang (with a few enthusiastic mortal Hell’s Angels in tow).


    Aziraphale possesses various humans from the astral plain in an attempt to find his way back to England, and is eventually channelled by Madame Tracy. He explains to Shadwell that the apocalypse is coming and asks him to track down and destroy the Antichrist. He agrees.


    Meanwhile, Adam, disenchanted by the state of the world, has come to the conclusion that everything “ought to be rolled up and started all over again” (p.216). He has begun to exhibit increasingly demonic behaviour and is able to physically control his friends. When the Them run away from him, terrified, he screams and a sound “that a merely mortal throat should not [be] able to utter […] resound[s] around the universe” (p.302). The act exorcises some of the gathering satanic energy inside him and when he stops he is “a more knowledgable Adam Young [and] more Adam Young than ever before” (ibid.). He tells his friends that they have to do something, otherwise “it’s all really going to happen.” (p.303). They come to some profound realisations about the nature of good and evil (by way of an extended metaphor regarding their gang and a rival gang) and Adam declares that they do not have to pick sides in a celestial war when they can make their “own side” (p.308).


    Anathema and Newt realise that the Tadfield airbase will be the centre of the Apocalypse and try to infiltrate it. The Four Horsemen, the Them, Crowley and Arizaphale (still inside Madame Tracy) are also en route. The Horsemen arrive first, gain access to the control room and begin to influence the computer systems, priming them for nuclear


    

    

    

    SUNDAY (THE FIRST DAY OF THE REST OF THEIR LIVES)
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