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This work, when published in 2009, was not part of a project to unearth, recover and deconstruct the entire archive of the political discourse of Simbhoonath Capildeo of Trinidad and Tobago that was available, within reach, not destroyed forever since his death in 1990. As was the case with the first deconstruction published in 2002, the only archive of Capildeo’s political discourse after 1966 that was located was found in the newspapers and Hansard of the Senate of Trinidad and Tobago from March to April 1976. In 2025 the revised edition was completed and published as “The Political Discourse of Simbhoonath Capildeo of the rejuvenation and Development of Trinidad and Tobago, Deconstructed.” This completed the “The Simbhoonath Capildeo Dossier Part 1.” This work is then the “The Simbhoonath Capildeo Dossier Part 2” where salient questions raised in Part 1 of what motivated specific politicians opposed to the PNM in the 1956 and 1961 general elections to do everything in their power to subvert and destroy the effectiveness of their political campaigns in these two general elections to the benefit of the PNM? In reading the political discourse of Simbhoonath Capildeo for the period of 1956 to 1966 you are introduced to the grave, deliberate action by Bhadase Sagan Maraj, Tubal Uriah Butler and Rudranath Capildeo which unleashed internecine warfare within the political movements opposed to the PNM, that redounded to the benefit of the PNM in the outcomes of these two general elections. No answers were forthcoming from Capildeo’s political discourse nor from the political biographies/ autobiographies of politicians of the period. There was then a deafening silence in the discourses of the political communities of Trinidad and Tobago in the 20th century and early 21st century, which continues to this day; whilst the individuals involved have all been valorised with political discourses that constitute them as heroes of their specific political communities in the landscape of the politics of race in Trinidad and Tobago. There is then a political reason to deny and mask whatever evidence that still exists to falsify these political discourses of race identity central to the politics of race in Trinidad and Tobago.

The discourses unearthed in the deconstruction of Simbhoonath Capildeo’s discourse in Part 1 of the Dossier spoke only to power relations between the politicians of the British colony of Trinidad and Tobago of the period, whilst the power relations between the British colonial overlord and the politicians of the colony of Trinidad and Tobago for the period 1956 to 1961 were absent. The next imperative towards producing a Dossier of the discourse of Simbhoonath Capildeo’s discourse for the period 1956 to 1961 was naturally to locate the discourse of the British colonial overlord of Trinidad and Tobago for the period 1956 to 1961, which meant that I must now search the de-classified files of the period at the National Archives of Britain to uncover the nature of the British colonial files de-classified and available to the public. Being experienced in locating and accessing USA de-classified files I began my search of the British de-classified files at Kew Place in Britain online. What was discovered is a series of files generated by the colonial security apparatus of the colony passed to the Governor of the colony in addition to the Governor’s reports to the British Colonial Office on security matters of the colony for the period. In this search it was also revealed that in the period under study there was an operationalised arm of MI5 in the colony of Trinidad and Tobago, which testifies to the strategic importance of Trinidad and Tobago to British interests. MI5 in the colony was then charged with walking the British security agenda on the ground in Trinidad and Tobago, it was then the task of MI5 to render the targeted politicians of the colony of that period servile to the agenda of the colonial massa.

The British colonial agenda for the period unearthed in these de-classified British files reveal a white supremacist colonial discourse which insisted that the Hindu population and its politicians present a clear and present danger to the British agenda to grant independence to Trinidad and Tobago. If the general elections of 1956 and 1961 were won by the Hindu politicians and their non-Hindu allies resulting in a Hindu dominated government, massa SHALL NOT grant independence to the colony of T&T. In the face of this grave Hindu threat, this Indian threat, this East Indian problem, the colonial massa was then deeply involved in constituting a political solution to this grave problem, which appeared in January 1956 with the formation of the PNM under the leadership of Dr. Eric Williams. From 1953 to 1961 the colonial massa was then actively engaged in covertly and overtly moulding the power relations of the colony to ensure it destroyed the “Indian threat” by the general elections of 1961, paving the way for independence on 31st August 1962 and the unrivalled creation of the neocolonial state with its order of power exerting hegemonic power over Trinidad and Tobago. To attain this neocolonial strategic end, the colonial massa must compromise the political leaders of all relevant political movements of the colony for the period. The colonial massa must subvert the will of and render these targeted political leaders servile and active in the quest to attain massa strategic ends. For there was no need in the period to assassinate, imprison and banish any of the political leaders of the period. There was no need to undertake a covert operation to destabilise the colony, to destroy the targeted political leaders, as was the case of British Guiana in the run up to its independence. This diverse reality between the colonies of Trinidad and Tobago and British Guiana is the reason why a deconstruction of the de-classified British colonial files is presented in this dossier for comparative reasons.

The servility of Bhadase Sagan Maraj, Rudranath Capildeo and Tubal Uriah Butler to the will of the colonial massa in the period is then the signal asset massa possessed and wielded in the period to ensure its primary asset, Dr. Eric Williams, managed the affairs of the neocolonial Trinidad and Tobago in their interests and that of the rest of the North Atlantic. To this day in Trinidad and Tobago the discursive agents of the politics of race must ensure that this reality is silenced, rendered  voiceless in the landscape of discourses of the politics of race in Trinidad and Tobago, where race hate is prescribed as being therapeutic for the body politic of Trinidad and Tobago, hence its existential crisis in the third decade of the 21st century with a model of development in a downward spiral and a social order with a penchant for endemic gun violence.

The deconstruction of the discourse of Simbhoonath Capildeo for the period 1956 to 1966 along with the deconstruction of the British colonial files from 1953 to 1961 were presented as my PhD thesis for examination towards the award of a PhD in Government at the UWI, St Augustine campus, Trinidad and Tobago close to two decades ago. As I write in 2025 the examination of this thesis remains uncompleted. The discourse unearthed must be silenced by all costs, as it reveals the servility of the politics of race in Trinidad and Tobago to massa agenda for our subjection as a nation, the neocolonial condition.
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This is the final instalment of a trilogy of works which started with: “Simbhoonath Capildeo: Lion of the Legislative Council Father of Hindu Nationalism in Trinidad and Tobago” and “Tubal Uriah Butler of Trinidad and Tobago Kwame Nkrumah of Ghana” followed. The trilogy deals with the formation of neo-colonial states through the eyes of politicians of Trinidad and Tobago, Ghana and Guyana and the imperialist agendas of the colonial Massa the British and the post-World War 2 hegemon the United States of America.

This present volume deals specifically with the formation of the neo-colonial states of Trinidad and Tobago and Guyana with specific emphasis on race relations, the British colonial overlord, American hegemony and the politicians of Trinidad and Tobago and Guyana. The emphasis of this volume is on the declassified files of the British and Americans to unearth their covert and overt strategies towards the creation of neo-colonial states, Trinidad and Tobago and Guyana, subservient and pliant to their geo-political interests. What is unearthed in the process are the lies of Independence fed to us by the politicians of the 1960s that insist these independent states were in fact the creation of the maximum leaders of Dr. Eric Williams of Trinidad and Tobago and Linden Forbes Burnham of Guyana. What is instead revealed is the hand of the British and Americans in fashioning these states to serve their interests and the use of a racist agenda to serve their power relations. The race relations of Trinidad and Tobago and Guyana are then the product of the North Atlantic imperialist agenda. In addition, race relations in Trinidad and Tobago and Guyana involve Indo and Afro Trinbagonians and Guyanese with the Indo Guyanese being the majority race in the 1960s in Guyana and the Afro Trinbagonians being the majority race in Trinidad and Tobago in the 1960s. In addition, because of the impact of Indo Trinbagonians and Indo Guyanese on the politics of their respective colonies and the fear of Indo linkages between the Indo politicians of Trinidad and Tobago and Guyana the British colonial overlord was ever conscious of events in both colonies impacting developments in both colonies. The British were seeking a politician in Trinidad and Tobago who would consign the Hindu political movement to the wilderness of Opposition politics and at the same time isolate and weaken Cheddi Jagan and the PPP locally and internationally. Dr. Eric Williams was that politician ably assisted by Bhadase Sagan Maharaj and Rudranath Capildeo.

In Trinidad and Tobago leading up to Independence in 1962 the British colonial overlord insisted and ensured that no Hindu dominated political party be part of the political elite chosen to pass the neo-colonial state to. British colonial strategy was then to consign the Hindu dominated political movement of Trinidad and Tobago to the Opposition benches. And Hindu political leaders, with the exception of Simbhoonath Capildeo, did all in their power to ensure the success of the British political strategy in the period 1953 to 1962. In Guyana leading up to Independence in 1966 the Americans were adamant that Guyana must not be granted Independence under the leadership of Dr. Cheddi Jagan and the People’s Progressive Party (PPP). To achieve the political destruction of the PPP the Americans created the dictatorship of Linden Forbes Burnham and the People’s National Congress (PNC) in 1964 and thereafter. A minority race, the Afro Guyanese, was then placed in dominance over a majority race, the Indo Guyanese, to serve US geo-political interests; and Indo political leaders of Guyana did all in their power to ensure the success of the US strategy from 1961 onwards.

The trilogy then focuses on the nature of the neo-colonial politician their servility to North Atlantic interests and their abject failure to lead us out of bondage to the North Atlantic.










Part 1: Trinidad and Tobago
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Chapter 1: The Colonial Discourse of the East Indian Problem Trinidad 1953 – 1962.
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The declassified Colonial Office Files on Trinidad reveal the existence of a discourse of the East Indian problem in the politics and internal security of the colony of Trinidad from 1953 to formal independence in August 1962.

The declassified file CO 1031/127 contains the monthly political report in the hand of the Governor of the colony of Trinidad and Tobago addressed to Oliver Lyttelton, the then Colonial Secretary, for the month of April 1953. The report states:

“11. There has been for some time a reasonable suspicion

that the East Indian element in the colony has been organising themselves politically along racial lines and recent happenings have tended to confirm this suspicion. The Honourable Bhadase Sagan Maraj, Member for Tunapuna who is reputed to be wealthy and who is alleged to have gained such wealth by somewhat dubious means has in the past year succeeded in uniting the two main Hindu factions-the Sanatan Dharma and the Maha Sabha Associations.”

“when the latter gave notice of his dissolution motion, it became known that plans had been made for a political campaign aimed at securing at least 10 East Indian seats in the Legislative Council should the present Council be dissolved and a new General Election held. It was hoped that with the support of the Butler Party and several other independents in the new Council, the East Indian element would be assured of the political domination of the Colony.”

(CO 1031/127)

The East Indians of the colony have in 1953 appeared on the radar screen of the colonial overlord. Political action to galvanize the East Indian, specifically the Hindu population of Trinidad is a threat because it is premised upon the desire, the drive for the East Indian dominance of the political system of the colony in 1953. The political praxis of Bhadase Maraj in 1953 then constitutes a clear and present danger to the colonial political agenda.

In the monthly political report for May 1953 the then Governor of the colony H. Rance states:

“The latest reports indicate that the Hindu East Indian element led by the Honourable Bhadase Sagan Maraj has been working steadily through the United Sanatan Dharam Maha Sabha Association towards their goal of political control of the Colony.”

“The Sanatan Dharam Maha Sabha Association is well organised and well backed financially. It employs a solicitor, Simboonath Capildeo, as Secretary and he is reported to receive $400 per month as salary. He is the person most active in the Association and has his agents in each Indian community. There are at least five active members of the Caroni County Council who take instructions from him. The inner core of Pundits (priests) are also organised and confer from time to time. Much Indian nationalist propaganda and ideology are being disseminated by them in their daily contacts with East Indian communities for religious instruction. There are reasonable grounds for suspicion that the Commissioner for India, Shri Anand Mohan Sahay, despite his non-committal references in public speeches, is encouraging this aspect of Indian advancement on parallel lines behind the scenes. Sahay at the moment is not, on friendly terms with Bhadase Maraj.”

(CO 1031/127)

The leaders of the Hindu drive for political hegemony are identified: Bhadase Maraj and Simbhoonath Capildeo, moreover the Commissioner for India to the Colony is also implicated. The lesson of the extracts from the file is the depth of surveillance being carried out on the East Indian political movement. Surveillance demands and begets action on the part of the colonial officials, both in Trinidad and Britain, to ensure that the drive for political hegemony is never attained by the East Indians in Trinidad.

The report for June 1953 in the hand of the Governor’s Deputy states:

“There is no doubt about the motives of the Honourable Bhadase Sagan Maraj and the objects of the Sanatan Dharam Maha Sabha.”

“It is also known that plans have been made for the establishment of an East Indian (Hindu) political organisation and for the inauguration of a political campaign in the event of a general election with a view to securing ten East Indian seats on the Legislative Council.”

(CO 1031/127)

In 1953 the monthly political reports are indicating the threat perceived in a move to organise the East Indian community into a block vote to acquire at minimum ten seats in the legislative council, at maximum control of the legislative council. What then do the colonial officials do to ensure that the Indian agenda is not realised? It must be noted that monthly political reports and monthly internal security reports from the colony of Trinidad are not action files. The actions enumerated in response to these secret reports are not declassified. The monthly political report for April 1953 numbered 29 in the internal numbering of the contents of CO 1031/127 has a folio comment by the Colonial Office official one Wallace which states:

“The signs of the increasing organisation of the East Indian community as a political force are disturbing.”

(CO 1031/127)

In declassified secret file CO1031/1804 folio entry number 3 in the hand of the colonial office official Wallace states:

“These Political Report files should not be used for action. If action arises out of anything said in them, that action should be taken on a separate file dealing with the subject of the action.”

(CO 1031/1804)

The monthly political report for the colony by Governor Rance to the Colonial Office reports on the East Indian political movement as follows in speaking of the praxis of Bhadase Maraj:

“What may be more serious is a suggestion which seems to be reasonably well founded that he will attempt to stage a strike throughout the Sugar Industry during March. If he felt strong enough to do this, it might be dangerous.”

(CO 1031/1804)

Folio number 1 from Colonial Office official Robertson to Wallace and Sir Charles Jeffries states in response to this report on Bhadase Maraj as follows:

“To see (1). Para. 5 is probably the most important item in this report. If B.S. Maraj does succeed in calling an effective strike in the Sugar Industry we may be in for trouble.”

(CO 1031/1804)

The monthly political report for January 1953 by Governor Rance to the Colonial Office on the praxis of Bhadase Maraj states as follows:

“In the last monthly report, it was stated that Bhadase Maraj might well attempt to stage a strike in the sugar areas in March. According to many informed circles he will not attempt such drastic action unless he knows in advance that he has the support of the majority of workers which still remains a doubtful proposition.”

“15 Maraj’s chances of a successful strike are somewhat reduced by the stand taken by Lionel Seukaran, rural sugar union leader who described Maraj’s latest antics in the sugar belt as mere political stunt to secure the majority in the next Legislative Council elections.”

(CO 1031/1804)

The folio response to the report, quoted above, by Robertson of the Colonial Office to Wallace and Jeffries states:

“To see (2). It appears from paras 14 and 15 that the threatened strike in the sugar industry is not now likely to come off.”

(CO 1031/1804)

It is apparent from Rance’s report that the colonial overlords were seeking Indo-Trinbagonian politicians opposed to Maraj’s agenda to blunt, even defeat Maraj’s drive for political power in the twin island colony in the early 1950’s. The record would show that Seukaran and Mitra Sinanan were viewed as two such Indo- Trinbagonian politicians of use to the colonial anti-Maraj agenda.

In the report for February 1954 Governor Rance, not only reports on the political activities of Bhadase Maraj, but for the first time concerted alarm bells are sounded on the activities of the Commissioner of India to the twin island colony. The activities of the Commissioner of India are reported as follows:

“The 15th February edition of the ‘Indian News Bulletin’ issued by the Commissioner of India for the West Indies and printed in Trinidad contains a number of reports of speeches condemning colonialism in no uncertain terms and depicting it as ‘something which is bad for those who are governed and those who govern.... a constant danger to world peace ... something which encourages racial conflict’.”

“According to reliable information at least 1,000 copies of this bulletin are distributed fortnightly, and it is easy to imagine the harm that this type of literature must do amongst semi-educated East Indians who comprise one-third of the population of this Colony. As previously reported the establishment of the post of Commissioner for India in these parts does not appear to be altogether a blessing.”

(CO 1031/1804)

The folio entry with reference to the report as above states:

“we can’t very well object to reprints of Mr. Nehru’s speeches, and the Indian Commissioner’s speech in San Fernando was unobjectionable. But I think we have strong grounds for taking umbrage against the supplement to Bulletin iv. ii, I should be grateful if this be re-circulated to me (with the Indian Commissioner file) for further action.”

(CO 1031/1804)

The writer of the folio entry remains unidentified. The discourse of the coolie problem is clearly articulated in the governor’s report to the colonial office on the activities of the Commissioner for India in the colony of Trinidad and Tobago. One third of the population of the colony are semi-educated coolies who can be stimulated to anti-colonial actions by the Commissioner for India.

The monthly political report for March 1954 by the governor of the colony to the colonial office on the activities of Bhadase Maraj states:

“This was a good month for the party whose main

activities were still conducted behind the scenes.”

“18. He was well received, and it has been observed that these meetings are becoming increasingly popular. He is also, of course, operating through the Hindu Maha Sabha of which he is the President General and there is no doubt that in his bid for East Indian domination he is slowly poisoning the mind of the East Indians, not only against the British, but also against all West Indians who do not belong to the East Indian race.”


(CO 1031/1804)


“Unfortunately in March the Press gave considerable publicity to the activities of the Party, including the development of the Hindu Maha Sabha School building programme.”

“19. Meanwhile further reports of corruption were received against the Honourable B.S. Maraj, and the latest was in connection with the election of officers for the St. George County Council. According to reliable information received from two independent sources, the Honourable B.S. Maraj is alleged to have paid out the sum of $200 in order to influence the election of the chairman. The matter is under police investigation.”


(CO 1031/1804)  


The then governor of the colony was insisting that B.S. Maraj in fact constituted an effective and concerted threat to the colonial order in the early 1950s. The said report for March 1954 contained a report on the activities of the Maha Sabha for the month as follows:

“20. A specially chartered plane conveying 24 East Indian delegates from British Guiana arrived in the colony towards the end of the month. According to reliable information this visit was instigated by the Honourable Bhadase Sagan Maraj, President General of the Trinidad Branch, and the object of which was to merge the Associations of the two colonies into a single powerful unit and thus assist him in furthering his plans for East Indian domination, not only in Trinidad, but on a regional basis.”

(CO 1031/1804)

Bhadase Maraj’s political vision is then the most concerted threat to the Colonial agenda as he strives for Indian hegemony in Trinidad and British Guiana. A series of questions flow out of this position such as: where does Cheddi Jagan fit into the vision of Bhadase Maraj? What is Maraj’s position on the British West Indian Federation? What are the strategic means Maraj is willing to use to realise his vision of Indian hegemony? Moreover, what does the colonial office intend to do to thwart Maraj’s agenda for Indian hegemony?

In the monthly political report for April 1954 the governor reports on the activities of B.S. Maraj as follows:

“On the religious side, the Hindu Sanatan Dharam Maha Sabha of which Mr. Maraj remains President-General, continues to propagate a political religion of Indian racial superiority.”

(CO 1031/1804)

On Maraj’s campaign for the single representation of sugar workers and cane farmers under the umbrella organisation named the Federation of Sugar Workers and Cane Farmers Trade Union the report states:

“The Honourable Mitra Sinanan is at present supporting the Federation not because of any desire to associate with Mr. Maraj but because of political expediency.”

(CO 1031/1804)

Both Seukaran and Mitra Sinanan have now been named as Indo-Trinidadian politicians that are not under the thumb of Maraj’s vision. But are they assets to be utilized in the covert/ overt war on Maraj?

By way of secret letter to Ormerod of the Commonwealth Relations Office dated the 26th April 1954 the assault on the Commissioner of India to the West Indies was pushed one step further. The letter states:

“This seems to be a more serious and flagrant breach of the Commissioner’s instructions than Sahay’s indiscretion at the end of 1952 which was dealt with in correspondence with Morris and Hampshire (your reference SA 10/91/2), or the similar indiscretion by his colleague in Mauritius at about the same time.”

“If Nanda makes any difficulty or such material appears again, we should be obliged to ask you to take the matter up officially with the Government of India.”

(CO 1031/1804)

The Commissioner of India to the West Indies Nanda is now under the microscope and the mechanism that would end in his recall to India was activated. What is noteworthy is that all Commissioners of India to the Indian Diaspora in the British Empire were in fact under the gun, Sahay was recalled in 1952 as a result of Colonial Office machinations and it was so in Mauritius. There is then a fear of Indian nationalism infecting the Indian Diaspora in the colonial empire in the early 1950s.

In response to the monthly political report for March 1954 the relevant folio note by Robertson to Rogers states:

“Mr. Bhadase Maraj seems to be making considerable progress in his designs.”

(CO 1031/1804)

The monthly political report for June 1954 by the acting Governor Dorman reports on East Indian matters as follows:

“It has never been easy to distinguish between the political arm of the East Indian movement, the PDP, the trade union arm, the Federation of Cane Farmers and Sugar Workers and the religious and educational arm, the Sanatan Dharma Maha Sabha. Mainly through the medium of the Sanatan Dharam Maha Sabha, and with the encouragement of the Indian Commissioner, the East Indian population continue to show a general tendency to build up their racial organisation in practically every sphere.”

“There can be little doubt that the aims of the East Indian population, organised as they are affords this colony its most serious problem.”

(CO 1031/1804)

Dorman, the then acting governor has now indicated to the colonial office in June 1954 that the most serious problem in the colony is the coolie problem. In the same monthly political report, the surveillance of Bhadase Maraj continues apace as indicated by this report when it states as follows:

“There is some evidence of discontent amongst his followers in his own constituency of Tunapuna and even amongst his immediate henchmen over his high-handed methods of dealing with the funds of the Sanatan Dharam Maha Sabha, but fear of the consequences of open opposition has so far stifled any desire to lodge a complaint which might make a police investigation possible.”

(CO 1031/1804)

Bhadase Maraj is then a thug, a common criminal that has galvanised a semi-educated one third of the colony’s population bent on racist Indian hegemony posing the most concerted threat to the colonial order in June 1954.

In the monthly report for July 1954 acting governor Dorman reports on the coolie problem as follows:

“Over the end of July and the beginning of August two significant rumours gained ground, first that an Indian group was prepared to offer $200,000 for the Port-of Spain Gazette and had deposited this sum in a bank, and second that Bhadase Maraj was going to come out in the open and oppose Federation. Both of these rumours must be regarded as well founded and likely to be confirmed.”

(CO 1031/1804)

Ward in folio note 10 to Wallace, Rogers and Jefferies states:

“The latest development in the East Indian problem is the rumoured preparation for buying out the Port of Spain Gazette.”

(CO 1031/1804)

Wallace responds at the margin by writing:

“I don’t like this.”

(CO 1031/1804)

The monthly political report for August 1954 by acting governor Dorman on Bhadase Maraj states as follows:

“He has been much bolder and forthright in his political utterances of late and he does not try to conceal his associations with the Honourable Roy Joseph and Adjodhasingh. His blatant display of his authority is known to have caused the latter considerable embarrassment on more than one occasion.”

“One thing emerged more clearly during the month and this is Maraj’s attitude to Federation. He appears to consider this the right time to come out strongly against Federation and is using all his power and influence amongst the East Indian community to resist Federation at all costs.”

“It appears that Maraj cannot expect the unqualified support of the East Indian community as there have been indications at public meetings and elsewhere that his attacks on the Sinanans and his overbearing manner have earned him some unpopularity.”

(CO 1031/1804)

The comment in the left margin of the last segment of the report quoted above was:

“There is some small encouragement here.”

(CO 1031/1804)

The report highlights the continuing surveillance on the Commissioner of India Shri Badri Nath Nanda as follows:

“It is however reported that Sinanan was invited to meet Maraj in the presence of the Indian Commissioner, the understanding being that the Commissioner, Shri Badri Nath Nanda would act as conciliator. It is not known if the meeting has yet taken place, but the participation of the Commissioner in this move indicates that he is taking a close and not wholly objective interest in local East Indian politics.”

(CO 1031/1804)

The note in the left margin of the report dealing with Commissioner Nanda states:

“I hope the Governor will not hesitate to pull him up.”

(CO 1031/1804)

In folio note 11 Wallace of the Colonial Office states:

“The activities of the Indian Commissioner need very careful watching.”

(CO 1031/1804)

The said monthly political report for August 1954 under the heading “East Indian Matters” states as follows:

“As indicated earlier attention is beginning to focus on the attitude of the East Indian population towards Federation of the British West Indies. To those who visualise a closer relationship with ‘Mother India’ Federation is a threat which must be resisted to the full. It is perhaps understandable, therefore, that considerable pressure is being exerted throughout the East Indian communities to bring about a united front in opposition to the Federation proposal on which a decision is likely to be made by the Legislature early in the 1954-55 session.”

“It appears from information received that Shri Badri Nath Nanda is anxious to bring together the prominent East Indian politicians at least to ensure a common East Indian front on the Federation issue.”

(CO 1031/1804)

The monthly political report for August 1954 indicates that for the colonial overlord in Trinidad and Tobago and in Britain, Bhadase Maraj and the East Indian political movement crossed the line by opposing the Federation of the British West Indies. Would the colonial overlord stand idly by and allow the East Indian political movement to win a majority of seats in the general elections for the Legislative Council due in 1955? Would they postpone the said general elections to September 1956 to allow them the time and space to enable a viable counter political movement to arise to ensure defeat of the East Indian political movement? To give themselves the time and space to execute a covert operation to ensure that there is no amalgamation of political forces that would propel the East Indian political movement into a position of dominance in the Legislative Council in the post general elections 1955 scenario?

The monthly political report for October 1954 by the Governor reports:

“A meeting was held at Chaguanas on 17th October when Simboonath Capildeo, Mitra Sinanan and Bhadase Maraj addressed a gathering of 350 persons. The main purpose of the meeting was the propagation of the anti-Federation attitude being pursued by the two Honourable Members, and the predominantly East Indian audience was left in no doubt that their interests will be most adversely affected by Federation. The main line of objection put forward was to ‘freedom of movement’ and great care was taken to avoid mention of racial interests; in fact, Sinanan went so far as to deplore what he described as ‘rumours of the development of racialism’ by the East Indians.”

(CO 1031/1804)

Mitra Sinanan as reported is now moving to counter the discourse of the racist East Indian political movement, but the battle lines already drawn are becoming fixed in time as the colonial overlord is only repelled by Indo-Trinbagonian intransigence seen in their rejection of the colonial vision articulated via British West Indian Federation. The discourse of the hostile recalcitrant minority was then formulated and unleashed from Government House, St. Anns, Port of Spain and Solomon Hochoy amongst others was part of the colonial team at Government House.

The monthly report for December 1954 states:

“It is reported that consultations were held between the Indian Commissioner, the Honourable Bhadase Maraj, A.C. Rienzi and Capildeo on one or two occasions with the object of formulating plans for the launching of the Party and the Party’s policies for this year’s General Elections.”

(CO 1031/1804)

The political reports for February and March 1955 in its section on East Indian Affairs would report:

“The Commissioner for India, Shri Badri Nath Nanda, paid a visit to British Guiana from 6th February to 24th February. It was, however, significant that the Honourable Bhadase Maraj accompanied by Simboonath Capildeo and Bholai Maraj also paid a three-day visit to British Guiana during Nanda’s stay there.”

(CO 1031/1804)

The said report for April 1955 continued reporting on the surveillance mounted on Nanda by stating:

“He was in surreptitious contact with Capildeo and Rienzi. He now believes that his activities have come to the Government and, in conversation with the Acting Colonial Secretary, he intimated that New Delhi had taken up with him the question of his association with Bhadase Maraj and its effect on this Government’s attitude to him. On the following day he held a conference at his home with Maraj and Rienzi.”

(CO 1031/1804)

On Bhadase Maraj the report states:

“Bhadase Maraj, having resigned in protest against deferment of the elections, is confident that he has gone a long way to consolidate his position in his East Indian community, and this may well be so.”

(CO 1031/1804)

The Trinidad Guardian of the 4th June 1955 would report that Commissioner Nanda would be recalled to India.

The monthly political report for June by the new Governor Beetham would report on the attempt via B.I. Lalsingh and A.C. Rienzi to create an African-Indian political coalition. The report would state:

“This is the first serious approach by the East Indian faction to the African faction; although Bhadase Maraj was not present it is understood that he was invited, as were several Members of the Legislative Council who accepted but did not attend.”

(CO 1031/1804)

Given the depth of reporting as to who were present and what was said at the meeting held under the auspices of afternoon tea at the residence of B.I. Lalsingh, it is apparent the concern the colonial overlord held with attempts at political unity across the racial divide with Bhadase Maraj. What is obvious is that amongst persons who were present at the tea party, there were assets of the colonial covert security structure.

What is clear from the file under review is that A.C. Rienzi became a target of surveillance as a result of his political praxis in the 1950s. Folio notes number 15 of CO 1031/1804 by Wallace of the Colonial Office states:

“The way Mr. Rienzi, a serving Crown Counsel is allowed to go on in Trinidad strikes me as rather surprising. I should have thought that the conduct described in paragraph 6 was at least getting near to an infringement of Colonial Regulations.”

(CO 1031/1804)

What is the historical reality is that the political union of Afro- Trinbagonian political leaders with the Bhadase Maraj led Indo- Trinbagonian political party did not materialise for the September 1956 general elections, which would favour the PNM. Rienzi was not a candidate in the 1956 general elections and simply faded from the politics of the twin island colony thereafter.

The monthly political report of July 1955 by the Governor reports on East Indian activities as follows:

“Bhadase Maraj and Capildeo found their grip on the political machine slackening and started to create confusion among union leaders. But I am afraid that there is good reason to think that the management of Caroni Limited (one of the Tate and Lyle group) believe that the company’s interest lies in supporting Bhadase Maraj; they close their eyes to his reputation; they believe that he will be a controlling influence in the next Government and they calculate that they cannot go wrong by supporting him.”

(CO 1031/1804)

Governor Beetham is clearly disturbed by Tate and Lyle breaking the common front of the sugar manufacturers against dealing with Bhadase Maraj as the dominant union leader in the sugar industry in Trinidad. What the report is in fact highlighting is the special relationship that existed between Tate and Lyle and Bhadase Maraj.

The monthly political report for November 1955 reports on a meeting held by Bhadase Maraj and political organisations in the colony as follows:

“On the 23rd of the month representatives of the West Indian Independence Party, Trinidad Labour Party, National Democratic Party and the People’s Democratic Party met at the Honourable B.S. Maraj’s warehouse at Laventille, most notable personalities at this meeting were John La Rose (W.I.I.P.) and B.S. Maraj (P.D.P.). The meeting was convened primarily for the purpose of discussing a common role amongst political parties having common aims.”

“It is not yet clear if this group has formed any definite plans for the future but the fact that the W.I.I.P. leaders were included in any such scheme indicates a distinct change of attitude on the part of the other factions.”

(CO 1031/1804)

For B.S. Maraj to meet with the W.I.I.P. sounded further alarm bells for the W.I.I.P. was the resident evil of the politics of Trinidad in the 1950s before the advent of the East Indian Problem. The W.I.I.P. was the evil incarnate of communism and the communist threat to Trinidad and Tobago and the rest of the British West Indies. The report again exposes the level of surveillance and the assets in the room that reported on the nature and purpose of the said meeting. Any hint of a Maraj/ WIIP alliance for the 1956 general elections must trigger colonial pre-emptive and reactive actions. Colonial Office official W.W. Wallace in reference to the above states:

“if the Butler Party joins this group and if a united front is presented at the general elections, the group would be large enough to provide the next government of Trinidad.”

(CO 1031/1804)

A clear and present danger is constituted and the question remains what are the measures adopted, both overtly and covertly, to pre-empt this danger?

The declassified file CO 1031/1804 contains the monthly political reports for Trinidad for 1956. The high point of the file is the lead up to and the final results of the general elections of September 1956. From June 1956 the officials at Government House Trinidad now included the monthly report of the Local Intelligence Committee. From July 1956 Solomon Hochoy would figure publicly in the administration of surveillance of the Colonial Agencies in Trinidad. Hochoy, in his capacity of Colonial Secretary, would sign the local Intelligence Committee’s monthly intelligence report. Beetham as Governor was effectively supplanted as the single voice the Colonial Office officials listened to on intelligence realities in Trinidad such was the singular strategic importance of the general elections of 1956.

Hochoy’s central importance to the colonial overlord in Britain would culminate in his appointment as Governor after Beetham and the first Governor General of the independent Trinidad and Tobago. Hochoy’s elevation to Colonial Secretary, the apex of the colonial surveillance structure, saw no change in the virulence of the discourse of the coolie problem in Trinidad. In fact its intensity, virulence and paranoia constituted a crusade for the preservation of the colonial agenda and the colonial vision for Trinidad and Tobago.

The monthly report for February 1956 reports on East Indian Affairs as follows:

“The efforts of Bhadase Maraj to take a leading role in forming a coalition front and also his victories in two of the counties following the County Council Elections have been mentioned above. During the County Council Elections, Maraj bitterly opposed Chanka Maharaj, Member of the Legislative Council and one time member of the Maha Sabha, who was supporting a rural candidate for St. George. This flux between coalition and schism keeps us all guessing.”

(CO 1031/1805)

B.S. Maraj would carry this flux between schism and coalition into the general elections of 1956, thereby making a stellar contribution to the PNM securing 13 seats in the Legislative Council. Was this flux, this bi-polar praxis influenced by colonial covert pressures? What of Maraj’s alliance with Tate and Lyle, did this leverage his electoral strategy?

The monthly report for March 1956 on B.B Maraj states:

“Maraj, courted from more than one direction, can thus afford to play his cards slowly.”

(CO 1031/1805)

Jenkins in Folio note 29 of the said file would state on B.S. Maraj as follows:

“Mr. Maraj on the other hand is courted by many and can afford to delay his public campaign.”

(CO 1031/1805)

W.W. Wallace of the Colonial Office in the same folio would write:

“Party groupings are still obscure but these will no doubt be a changed picture after the Legislative Council is dissolved on 26th May. Meantime the Tang, Joseph, Bhadase Maraj line-up, or its possibility is disquieting.”

(CO 1031/1805)

The monthly report for March 1956 would condemn local politics in 1956 as follows:

“From the above it is apparent that party politics in Trinidad is still very much in a rudimentary stage. At the present time personal politics still carry more weight than party politics and individualistic values penetrate deep into the whole society.”

(CO 1031/1805)

Any hint of success at the 1956 general elections by the Maraj movement triggers racist angst from the colonial officials in Trinidad and Britain. What then did they do to ensure that their horror never materialised in September 1956?

As of May1956, the monthly political report became the monthly intelligence report. The said report on East Indian Affairs states as follows:

“Maraj continues to hold his hand. Various reports in the Press that he had been approached to intervene in the sugar strike were parried with the comment that ‘he was giving the matter his consideration’ and it is that he may still come forward at the instance of Caroni Ltd.”

(CO 1031/1805)

Again, the working relationship between Tate and Lyle and B.S. Maraj. In folio note 30 of CO 1031/1805 W.W. Wallace Colonial Office official writes:

“The main event of the month was the strike in the sugar industry (which ended a day or two after the report was written) and it is clear that strenuous but unsuccessful efforts were made by both internal and external influences to bring about a more general stoppage of work.’

(CO 1031/1805)

Did Bhadase Maraj pre-empt the moves to shut down the sugar industry as a result of the intervention of Tate and Lyle? Clearly the relationship between Bhadase Maraj and Tate and Lyle did not resonate with the strategy to ensure Maraj’s political demise.

The monthly intelligence report for May 1956 reports on the activities of the People’s Democratic Party (PDP) as follows:

“As far as can be seen at this stage, the two main objectives being pursued by Joseph, Maraj and Capildeo in concert are:-

	the playing down of the racial stigma attaching to PDP, by formation of an alliance with a Socialist Party with influence amongst the Afro-West Indian population towards consolidation of the National Front alliance and,

	ensuring as far as possible that the PNM gains no support from other parties of socialist tendencies to strengthen it.”



(CO 1031/1805)


Again, the report states:

“Maraj is also reported to be planning another approach; he is awaiting the return to the colony of Butler (Home Rule Party) with a view to seeking an alliance with this party.”

(CO 1031/1805)

Again:

“The People’s Democratic Party has been manoeuvring within the political pattern to such a degree that its position in the final picture is still difficult to foresee.”

(CO 1031/1805)

The objectives of Bhadase Maraj as stated in the report for May 1956 would be bolstered by a warning written by Dorman on the imminent threat posed by the PDP in the report for June 1956. The report states as follows:

“Of the other parties the Maha Sabha People’s Democratic Party of Bhadase Maraj needs careful watching. Maraj and his followers are quite ruthless in using racialism to serve their own ends and the possibility of his numerous East Indian votes (about 40% of the total) returning a large East Indian bloc in the Legislature must always be reckoned with.”

(CO 1031/1805)

Dorman in his last monthly intelligence report from Trinidad as acting Governor repeats the discourse of the coolie problem. But he also hazards a prediction as to the outcome of the 1956 general elections as follows:

“As they stand none of these six parties alone would appear to be able to return a majority in the next Legislature but there is still time for major developments.”

“As this will be my last report from Trinidad, I will hazard a guess at the make-up of the new legislature as the field appears at present-30% Williams, 30% Maraj Indian, 30% independents and a mixture of labour groups (TLP, CNLP and Butlerites not in coalition but willing to coalesce on terms with others) and 10% POPPG; in this a maximum of three of the present ministers.”

(CO 1031/1805)

The final results of the 1956 general elections falsified Dorman’s prediction. What role did the covert interventions and the manner in which the electoral boundaries were de-limited for the 1956 general elections play in consigning the PDP to sterile opposition?

The report of the intelligence committee for June 1956 affords an insight into the discourse produced at the primary organisational committee governing colonial surveillance in Trinidad and Tobago. The report states on the PDP as follows:

“The party has not yet made public the names of its candidates who will contest the General Elections, but Special Branch reports that the Maraj faction (Joseph, Capildeo/Maraj) is actively engaged in plotting to ensure that in the final outcome at the polls, East Indians will control the Legislature.”

(CO 1031/1805)

The intelligence committee is then the focal point of the constituting of the discourse of the coolie problem. The report of the Trinidad and Tobago Intelligence Committee for July 1956 reports on the activities of the PDP as follows:

“Unfortunately, the factor of race has begun to receive greater prominence in many of the campaign speeches and activities. Smarting under attacks from the PNM that denominational schools had been used by the Hindus for selfish purposes, the PDP has seized the opportunity to use this statement as an attack on East Indians generally and accused the PNM of being anti-East Indian.”

(CO 1031/1805)

The PDP then unleashed the factor of race into the general elections campaign of 1956 and the PNM stands innocent of this travesty in official colonial discourse. The report continues as follows:

“The record and reliability of the sources plus the fact that such tactics are in keeping with the behaviour of Bhadase Maraj and his associates tend to confirm that the leader of the PDP may employ criminal methods to achieve his personal ends and those of his party.”

(CO 1031/1805)

The report of the intelligence committee for August 1956 was forwarded with Beetham’s summary, which states on the PDP as follows:

“The East Indian People’s Democratic Party with Bhadase Maraj, Ashford and Mitra Sinanan, Ajodhasingh and Pat Mathura, the young mayor of Port-of-Spain, has had little to say that is constructive and is mainly concerned with consolidating the East Indian vote and splitting the ‘West Indian’ vote of its opponents.  There are, however, many East Indians, Hindus as well as Muslims, who would prefer not to be associated with Maraj and his party so that the PDP will not have it all its own way with the East Indian electorate.”

(CO 1031/1805)

Beetham has merely recorded or summarised the discourse of the intelligence committee’s monthly report on the PDP and Bhadase Maraj. It is noteworthy that the August 1956 Intelligence Committee’s report was signed by Solomon Hochoy in his capacity of Colonial Secretary and member of the said committee.

The culmination of the discourse of the coolie problem from 1953 to 1956 is the Appendix “C” titled “Brief Histories of Candidates for the Legislative Council Elections 1956” produced by the Trinidad and Tobago Intelligence Committee, of which Solomon Hochoy was part of, and attached to the monthly intelligence report for August 1956. The assessment of Bhadase Sagan Maraj is as follows:

“Trinidadian-age 37 years-East Indian (Hindu) Proprietor- President of Sanatan Dharma Maha Sabha Association and leader of People’s Democratic Party political arm of Maha Sabha. An associate of former Indian Commissioner, Shri Badri Nath Nanda. Former President General OF FEDERATION of CANE FARMERS AND SUGAR WORKERS UNION. Successfully contested 1950 General Elections. Strong racial tendencies. Ambitious to ensure East Indian control of Legislature. Has visited India. Employs known criminals and ‘strong-arm’ men to intimidate anyone who stands in his way of gaining control of the Legislature. Not adverse to using violence and even resorting to murder to achieve his ends. Has a record tainted with illegal activities. A megalomaniac, outwardly plausible, completely unscrupulous and ruthless. Against Federation of the West Indies.”

(CO 1031/1805)

Assessment of Simbhoonath Capildeo in the report states as follows:

“Trinidadian-age 51 years-East Indian (Hindu) Solicitor and Conveyancer-a close associate of the former Indian Commissioner in Trinidad, Shri Badri Nath Nanda. Executive Member of the Sanatan Dharma Maha Sabha Association and PEOPLE’S DEMOCRATIC PARTY- a founder of the UNITED FRONT of 1946 and CARIBBEAN SOCIALIST PARTY (now defunct). Co- organiser with Bhadase Sagan Maraj of the PEOPLE’S DEMOCRATIC PARTY in 1953. Has visited India. Has strong racial tendencies and another of the Maha Sabha’s most active members with known ambition for an East Indian controlled Legislature. A crafty, unscrupulous and treacherous individual-has worked against Federation.”

(CO 1031/1805)

And the assessment of Roy Joseph in the report is as follows:

“Trinidadian-age 48 years-Syrian-Proprietor. 1939 elected to San Fernando Borough Council. Served as Mayor of San Fernando from 1943-45 and again in 1948. Has been a member of Legislative Council from 1941 to present time. Elected Minister of Education and Social Services from 1950-56.

Honours: O.B.E. in 1950

C.B.E. in 1955

Joseph is known to have alliance with the PEOPLE’S DEMOCRATIC PARTY but is campaigning as an Independent. A self-seeker, prepared to sacrifice anything or anybody to his own advantage-a vicious, vindictive person.”

(CO 1031/1805)

Maraj, Capildeo and Joseph were in the words of Appendix “C” prepared by the Trinidad and Tobago Intelligence Committee, the trinity of evil incarnate in the politics of the colony of Trinidad and Tobago. What would have been the reaction of the colonial overlord in September 1956 faced with a victory at the polls by the trinity of evil incarnate? The praxis of British Guiana when the constitution was suspended in 1953 thereby evicting the duly elected Peoples Progressive Party government from office was definitely on the agenda of the colonial overlord.

The final result of the general elections of September 1956 in fact questions the thuggish potency of Bhadase S. Maraj and his faction comprising Capildeo and Joseph. The PNM won 13 of the 24 seats and the PDP 5 of 24 seats. Non-PNM members of the Legislative Council commanded 11 of the 24 seats. Of the 13 seats the PNM won, Tunapuna was won by 179 votes over the PDP, and St. Joseph was won by the PNM by 109 votes from Chanka Maharaj who ran as an Independent. In the case of Tunapuna, Rattan Kumar Harracksingh, the Butler Party candidate, clearly split the PDP vote when he polled 703 votes thus ensuring a PNM victory. Rattan Kumar Harracksingh according to Appendix “C” of the August 1956 report of the local intelligence committee was a Bhadase Maraj foot soldier who joined the Butler Party after falling out with Bhadase Maraj.

With all his thuggish resources why then doesn’t Bhadase Maraj simply persuade Harracksingh, by any means necessary, not to contest the Tunapuna seat in September 1956 on a Butler Party ticket? At minimum the failure to forge a common electoral strategy with the Butler Party cost the PDP the Tunapuna seat in 1956. In the case of the St. Joseph seat, the Independent candidacy of Vivian Raphael Kangalee cost Chanka Maharaj the seat with the PNM being the beneficiary. Appendix “C” reports that Kangalee was a former member of the PNM and chose to contest the election as an independent after being passed over by the PNM as the candidate for St. Joseph. Kangalee’s candidacy could have only hurt Chanka Maharaj and given the fact that Kangalee was close to Bhadase Maraj why didn’t Maraj utilise his personal influence and/ or his thuggish resources to ensure the victory of Chanka Maraj in St. Joseph?

In St. Patrick (Central) the Independent Alexander C. Alexis won the seat by one vote from the candidate for the Butler Party. The PDP fielded no candidate but an Independent Seusankar Seunarine, according to Appendix “C” a member of the Maha Sabha contested the election polling 2,448 votes. Seunarine was a foot soldier of Bhadase Maraj raising the question of why didn’t B.S. Maraj allow Seunarine to draw PDP votes away from the Butler Party, thereby ensuring Alexis’ victory who then promptly defected to the PNM in the Legislative Council?

B.S. Maraj therefore held the means, the power to deny the PNM three of the thirteen seats in the 1956 general elections and failed to do so to the detriment of his alleged grand vision of East Indian domination of the 1956 Legislative Council. Why? A man with the required resources to affect the outcome of the 1956 general elections according to the discourse of the coolie problem failed miserably to execute, to intervene, to ensure the grand vision of Indo racist hegemony in Trinidad and Tobago. Why? To intervene strategically the alternate result in 1956 would have been: PNM 10 seats, PDP 6 seats, Butler Party 3 seats, Trinidad Labour Party 2 seats, Independents 3 seats for a grand total of 24 seats. In this alternate scenario the PNM in need of 3 seats and 2 pro PNM nominated members to constitute a majority would have been forced to either invite the Butler Party or the Independents into government. What a minefield for the PNM and the colonial overlords to traverse constituting a political history of Trinidad and Tobago vastly different from the history that exists today.

The October 1956 monthly intelligence report of the Trinidad and Tobago Intelligence Committee by Solomon Hochoy states:

“There is no apparent security danger in the political situation of Trinidad at the present time; the main potential risk lies in the racial division between East Indians and the Afro-West Indians which for the present is more clearly defined than before, as a result of the consciousness of race brought to the fore during the pre-Election period, and it remains to be shown whether the government can allay
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