
  CUBAN MISSILE CRISIS


  From Beginning to End



    


By

Stephan Weaver






Copyright © 2020.




    All rights reserved.


Introduction

The Cuban missile crisis was an exceptionally serious situation, which arose in 1962 when the Soviet Union under the leadership of Nikita Khrushchev moved to install medium-range ballistic missiles on the island of Cuba, 90 miles south of the USA. At that time the president of the USA was the Democrat John F. Kennedy who Khrushchev did not understand and whom Khrushchev mistakenly believed could be bullied into giving way in a number of areas.

Kennedy led the response to this incursion with great care and forbearance when many of his military advisers and Republican politicians were urging a militaristic response. The Cuban missile crisis is regarded as an event, which could have led to World War 3 and nuclear destruction to a great extent. Kennedy was ever mindful of this possibility, and his handling of the affair reflected his complete abhorrence of such a possibility.

To his credit, Khrushchev also saw the catastrophic cataclysm which beckoned if the nuclear incursion into Cuba was persisted with and backed away from the abyss—while extracting such advantages to the Soviet Union as a guarantee of Cuba not being invaded and the removal of American ballistic missiles from Turkey and Italy.

Khrushchev's withdrawal in this crisis, although of great benefit to the world, was regarded as humiliating by other Soviet leaders. He was accused of adventurism and promptly removed from power, and what is referred to as the era of stagnation in the short history of the Soviet Union began under the leadership of Leonid Brezhnev. This has been very clearly shown in documents that have come to light since the collapse of communism.

Kennedy only had one year of life left, as he was assassinated in Dallas, in November 1963. There are those who believe that the regime in Cuba was responsible for the president’s death; as revenge for the many attempts on the life of their leader Fidel Castro.


Chapter One

The Cuban Revolution

“I am Fidel Castro and we have come to liberate Cuba.”

—Fidel Castro

Cuba is a large island, which is located 90 miles south of the United States. Until 1898, Cuba was a Spanish colony. During the time of Spanish rule, there were numerous revolutions and rebellions. Then came 1898, and war broke out between Spain and the U.S., which the latter won easily. After achieving independence, a series of governments ran the country culminating in the reign of Fulgencio Batista, which welcomed American gangsters to run the tourist part of the economy.

Fidel Castro and the revolution which overthrew Batista will forever be linked. Fidel, born in 1926, was the well-educated son of a Spanish immigrant to Cuba.

Fidel first tried to fight the corruption through legal means. That proved ineffective, so he turned to armed efforts instead. Initially, Fidel and his followers were unsuccessful all the same. Their first military adventure was on July 26, 1953. The mission itself failed, but it gave a name to the organization that would eventually come to change Cuba forever. The 26th of July movement gradually gained in strength and military success until on January 8, 1959, Fidel and his army entered Havana, the capital of Cuba, victorious over the dictator Batista. One of Fidel's top leaders at that time was Che Guevara, possibly one of the world's most famous revolutionaries.

Fidel was intent on a complete reordering of the Cuban economy and society. Land reform was carried out, hundreds of schools were built, and free health care was made available for all. At the same time that these popular measures were undertaken, there were military tribunals which carried out trials and executions of members of the former police and security services.

During the time of actual revolution and what transpired afterward, it became evident that Fidel Castro was a central component to what occurred. In many ways, there was a cult of personality surrounding Fidel. To his credit, the terror against his top lieutenants, which was always ongoing during their lifetimes, the hallmark of Stalin and Mao was never a tool of Fidel’s in ensuring that his colleagues did not deviate from his beliefs. Despite this, it was very hard for his inner circle to know what he was thinking.

It is quite clear from Castro's actions immediately after coming to power, and throughout his tenure as the leader that he only had the most rudimentary grasp of basic economics, applicable in any social system, and this shortcoming helped drive him into the Soviet camp. His brother, Raoul, even though he was a communist, from a very early time understood economics far better than his charismatic brother. It is fascinating that since his brother's death, Raoul has instituted the market reforms that Fidel always resisted.

Up to this point, there is debate as to whether Castro was a communist, although he had made an alliance with the Cuban Communist Party, an organization that had repudiated the 26th of July movement until the latter was victorious.

In the years 1959 and 1960, Castro and the United States began to be in conflict, as he was nationalizing American companies and departing from the wishes of America in foreign policy. At the end of 1959, Castro welcomed a visit from a Soviet official, Anastas Mikoyan. Shortly afterward, trade between Cuba and the U.S. stopped and was subsequently replaced by trade between Cuba and the Soviet Bloc.

Toward the end of 1960, the USA broke off diplomatic relations with Cuba; relations which were only resumed in 2016. In the closing year of the Eisenhower administration in America, there began to assemble and train a force of Cuban exiles to invade Cuba and bring to pass a regime more to the liking of Washington.

In 1961, John F Kennedy took over the presidency of the U.S., and in April that same year, the force of exiles attempted a landing in Cuba at the Bay of Pigs. However, they did not have air support; and were beaten and forced to surrender. On May 1, 1961, Castro declared Cuba a socialist state.

Following that failure, there were various attempts by the CIA on Fidel's life, none of which were successful. The effect of all this enmity was to till the soil from which the Cuban missile crisis sprang.


Chapter Two

The Cold War

“I remembered being young in the late '70s and early '80s and growing up at the height of the Cold War. I remembered how scared I was of nuclear weapons, how often I thought about them and about the possibility of everything and everyone I knew vanishing in a second in temperatures hotter than the center of the sun.”

—John Niven

On September 1, 1939, the Nazis invaded Poland and began World War II. Only 17 days later, the Soviet Union followed suit and began their invasion of Poland, and occupied the eastern part of the country. The stated reason as to why the Soviets did this was the outcome of the Ribbentrop-Molotov pact of August 1939. However, the real reason was that the Russians knew that, sooner or later, the Nazis would turn on them, and they wanted as much space between them and the Germans as possible. For this reason, they occupied the Baltic states of Lithuania, Latvia, and Estonia in 1940, and also attacked Finland the very same year.

In 1941, after victories over nearly every other European country, the Nazis finally attacked the Soviet Union. For the first few months, the German armies were seemingly invincible and inflicted millions of casualties on the Russians. However, in December, the Russians turned the tide and fought back successfully in the battle of Moscow. During that same month, Hitler made a fatal mistake in declaring war on the United States.

In 1942, the Nazis were again able to resume the offensive against the Russians who were in full retreat. However, by the end of the year, the Nazis were withdrawing, both in North Africa and in Russia. On the Eastern front, the Germans suffered a catastrophic defeat in the battle of Stalingrad. After the battle of Kursk in mid-1943 where the Germans suffered another major defeat, they were never able to resume the offensive again on the Eastern Front.

The war persisted for another couple of years before the Germans surrendered in May 1945. In their conquest of the Germans, the Soviets had taken over a number of countries in Eastern Europe. These were forced to become communist and what Winston Churchill described as the Iron Curtain descended over Europe, and the Cold War between the West and the communists began. This was a state of hostility, which never became an actual shooting war except by proxy in colonial wars and revolutions against corrupt regimes.

Germany was completely pulverized by bombing and by invasion. The Russians established a communist East Germany by which Berlin was surrounded. According to the terms of how Germany was divided, the Allied powers were to have free access to West Berlin. This was a real thorn in the side of the Russians who imposed a blockade of Berlin in 1948. This blockade was relieved by a massive Allied airlift. The Cold War also involved colonial wars and wars against corrupt regimes such as the one in Cuba. The Communists usually supported the revolution in the hopes that as a result, the rebels might turn communist. For this reason, the Russians eagerly supported Castro as he fell out with the Americans. Cuba was just a pawn in a gigantic struggle for world domination between communism and capitalism.

Russia was always happy to supply arms and supplies to any country that did not have America's blessing.

Another factor in the Cold War was the relationship between Communist China and the Soviet Bloc. In the chapter on Khrushchev, we will examine how he antagonized the Chinese who were outraged at some of the things he did. The Soviets were very keen that states, which resisted the West, did not fall into China's orbit.


Conclusion

Earlier, it was suggested that the Cuban missile crisis was largely an account of the actions of three men; Castro, Khrushchev, and Kennedy. This is a gross simplification of an event whose outcome could have been fatal to civilization itself.

For Castro and Cuba, the crisis cemented the communism of Cuba until the present day. Fidel Castro has recently died, diplomatic relations have been re-established with the United States, and under the presidency of Raoul Castro, the brother of Fidel, market reforms have been instituted in the hope of reversing decades of economic decline.

For Khrushchev, the missile crisis was an unmitigated disaster and helped to lead his fall from power within two years of the crisis. The saving of communism in Cuba did not prevent the collapse of the entire Soviet Bloc in the late 80s and early 90s.

Kennedy's reputation throughout the world was greatly enhanced as a result of the crisis, and it was with grief that the world heard the news of his assassination on November 22, 1963.

The whole world has every reason to be grateful to both Khrushchev and Kennedy who, although stumbling into what could have been the end of the human race, had the wisdom to lead their nations back from the edge of the catastrophe which the Cuban missile crisis could have been.

It is to be hoped and prayed for that the political leaders of today show as much wisdom in dealing with situations that could potentially be just as dangerous.

