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PREFACE




Charleston is the most populous city within South Carolina. The town is located just south of the geographical midpoint of the state’s coastline on Charleston Harbor, an inlet of the Atlantic Ocean.




The English founded Charleston during 1670 as Charles Town, named in honor of King Charles II. The original settlement was located ten years later to its present location. During the Colonial era, a royal governor and legislature with administrative districts and social services provided by Anglican parishes governed the city. The state capital relocated to Columbia in 1788, but Charleston remained one of the largest east coast American cities in population through 1840.




Charleston declared its independence from Britain in 1774 and repelled three major armed attacks before being overcome during 1780. The British Army occupied the city until the conclusion of the war the following year. The city bears the notable strain of being formerly the largest primary entry point for enslaved Africans. Nearly half of the slaves imported to the United States arrived in Charleston. During the Civil War, the state joined the Confederate States Army and the Union army blockade shut down most commercial trade. The contemporary economy is anchored by tourism, port and logistics, aerospace, and information technology.




The city’s architecture remains diverse and a reminder of the waves of history that have passed through. Historical and contemporary design styles evident include Georgian, Greek Revival, Plantation Style, Romanesque Revival, Neo-Classical, Federal, Anglo-Palladian, Second Empire, Tudor Gothic Revival, Italianate, Beaux-Arts, Queen Anne, Edwardian, Pantheon Style, Art Deco, Mid-Century Modern, Colonial, Craftsman Revival and Cable-Stayed Bridge.




This edition highlights most of the noteworthy constructions and responsible creators:




Architects and Firms

John Breton, Alexandre Thesee du Chastaigner, Olaf Otto, Thomas Gadsden, Robert Mills, James Hoban, Kerrigan & Grant, Pierce Purcell, Barbot & Seyle, Gabriel Manigault, John and James Gordon, Frederick Wesner, Russell Warren, Edward Brickell White, John Henry Devereux, Ammi Burnham Young, Daniel G. Wayne, Frank Pierce Milburn, C. K. Howell, August Constantine, Frank E. Lucas and Sidney W. Stubbs, John E. Earle, Parsons Brinckerhoff, Robert A. M. Stern, Simons & Lapham and John R. Todd.
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The Prestige Of A Distinctive Street Identity

Charleston Postal Museum:

83 Broad Street, Charleston 




Paris boasts of the Champs d’Elysees. Charleston prides itself with Broad Street. The latter postdates the famed Parisian boulevard by twenty years. The Champs d’Elysees originated during the 1660s as a royal garden extension featuring a tree-lined promenade evolving from savage marshes and fields. 




Broad Street was integrated into the original city layout in the Grand Modell of 1680 and initially called Cooper Street. The name honored Lord Proprietor Anthony Ashley-Cooper. The thoroughfare’s significant 72’ width endeared locals into changing the designation into Broad Street towards the conclusion of the 17th century. The street has evolved into Charleston’s central financial, legal, and civic district frequently labeled as Charleston’s Wall Street.




Prominently stationed on the southwestern corner of Meeting and Broad Streets, the United States Post Office and Courthouse is situated on the site of the former gallows for public execution during the British rule era. Following the Revolutionary War, the property was converted into a police guardhouse.




The station would be destroyed during the devastating 1886 earthquake and selected as the ideal location for a new post office and courthouse. In 1887, Congress authorized funds for construction with South Carolina architect John Henry Devereux commissioned to design the structure. The Second Renaissance Revival style building construction required nine years finalized by a ceremonial opening in 1896 to the music of a German band. The building was credited with enhancing the downtown revitalization of the city at the close of the 19th century. Nestled inside the complex, a diminutive Postal Museum featuring exhibits that detail the history of local postal service. Post office memorabilia and newspaper clippings narrate the post office’s role in several notable city historical events.
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America’s Oldest Retail Liquor Outlet

Tavern Liquor:

120 East Bay Street, Charleston




Within the commercial vernacular employing First, Best or Original, the Tavern Liquor store located near the famed Rainbow Row has staked the claim as originally opening for business in 1686. This designation would elevate them into the status of America’s oldest liquor outlet. Located on the corner of East Bay Street and Exchange Street, the building contains the original flooring, walls and ceiling.




The diminutive survivalist venue has survived a major earthquake, six major fires, two military bombardments and an incalculable number of seasonal hurricanes. Despite the accompanying damage, the location has endured. Forsaking local bricks, the constructing masonry was ballast stones transported by ships. The space once featured six tunnels that branched out into the eastern portion of the peninsula. They likely may have been employed to smuggle individuals out via the Underground Railroad during the antebellum era. Some caved in during the 1886 earthquake but were re-employed to smuggle liquor out during Prohibition.




The liquor outlet evaded closure during Prohibition by operating as a barbershop. Barbers were allowed to prescribe and sell medicinal alcohol. Legitimate reasons might include fatigue, nervousness, old age and/or irritability. During the 17th century, the most popular beverages sold were rum, beer and fortified Madeira port, since it neither oxidizes or becoming stagnant. Today, the options are far more extensive offering a staple demand that might extend the tavern’s lifespan another three centuries.
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Bermuda Stone and the Pirate Anne Bonny

The Pink House:

17 Chalmers Street, Charleston




The fabled Pink House within Charleston is considered one of the oldest buildings within the community and potentially the second oldest residence. Speculation has dated the construction between 1694 and 1712 employing pinkish Bermuda stone by John Breton. Known also as West Indian coral stone, the tint radiates a rose hue. The stone has since been painted over pink to accentuate the moniker.




The contemporary incarnation appears very similar to its initial construction. Its location on Chalmers Street was initially predominantly mud until the ballast stones formerly discarded by ships as useless were transferred into the settlement to become the cobblestone foundation for local streets. 




The Pink House was constructed with only a single room on each of the three levels. The location of the house is within Charleston’s French Quarter that was formerly coined Lodge Alley or Mulatto Alley.




The Pink House served as a coffee house and tavern for incoming sailors. By the early 1700s, Charleston was considered the fourth busiest port in the colonies. The district consisted of taverns and brothels. The upper level of the Pink Building was presumably employed for sexual services. The dubious reputation of the neighborhood continued until the latter half of the 19th century. Afterwards, the Pink House remained dormant until 1935 as the neighborhood further deteriorated.




Victor Morawetz and his wife purchased the property and completed a renovation. In 1946, Harry McInvaill, Jr. purchased the building converting it into an art gallery and intimate publishing house. One of Charleston’s most renowned painters Alice Ravenel Huger Smith would acquire the space for her studio and host exhibitions. A group of World War II veterans called the Piping & Marching Society established the Pink House as their headquarter base. They became heralded throughout the district for their bagpipe processions. A further upgrade would follow creating yet another art gallery.




Besides creative expression, another confirmed feature of the structure has become affiliated paranormal activity. Female pirate Anne Bonny has been designated as a prime apparition less because of any acknowledged attachment to the facility and more because of her local bawdry reputation, questionably earned. She became the spouse of pirate William Bonny. 




She was born in County Cork, Ireland the illegitimate daughter of attorney William Cormac and his housekeeper. Cormac packed up the two women and sailed for America ending up in Charleston. Anne’s mother Marry died while she was in her teens. Her volatile personality manifested itself when she reputedly murdered a servant with a knife and injured an older boy requiring his hospitalization. She fell in love with William Bonny at sixteen despite her father’s disapproval. They married and her father kicked her out of the household.




William Bonny would reform and become an assistant to the governor much to Anne’s disdain. She began operating a brothel and ended up in Havana, Cuba after becoming impregnated by Calico Jack Rackam. He returned to pick her up months later. By then she’d acquired a new companion named Mary Read. They joined a band of pirates steering their ship Revenge into dangerous exploits. They were captured, but Anne and Mary evaded hanging by claiming they were both pregnant.




Mary Read would ultimately perish in a Jamaican prison of yellow fever. Anne’s father paid her ransom enabling her return to Charles Towne. She became a mother to Rackham’s child and married Joseph Burleigh in 1782. She died shortly afterwards on April 25, 1782.




Bonny heads a lineage of spirits representing both genders typically lingering around the third floor. Windows bursting open spontaneously and echoing footsteps evidence their appearance. The property is currently privately owned and unavailable for touring.
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The Protective Walled City of Charles Towne

Drawbridge Enabling Entry Into the Walled City: 

Intersection of Meeting and Broad Streets. Charleston

Remnant of Coastal Defense Artillery Battery:

82 East Bay Street, Charleston




The survival of the early Charleston settlement by English and French colonists was hardly a certainty. Fearing a Spanish assault on the city, the city founders decided upon a radical defense measure that both secured the community but restricted growth for decades. 




The South Carolina General Assembly ordered the construction of an earthen wall and moat during 1703 to enclose a portion of urban downtown extending to the shores of the Cooper River. Their fears were justified by the 1702 pronouncement of war between England, France and Spain. The close proximity of Spanish controlled Florida and their annihilation of a diminutive English settlement at Nassau in the Bahamas proved worrisome.




Governor Nathaniel Johnson proceeded with a proactive plan drawn up by French immigrant Samuel DuBourdieu and Jacques Le Grande to fortify the town. The complex became a chain of interconnected structures featuring bastions and abundant mounted canons.




Colonel William Rhett was appointed the commissioner for the project. Completion was performed expediently. Surrounding the ramparts were entrenchments constructed by enslaved Africans requiring numerous tons of excavated earth. The moat was designed to last for only a few years due to the perceived immediate threat. The intended strategy specified that inhabitants might scrape the earthen walls back into the adjacent moat without altering the landscape permanently.




The irony behind the construction is that warfare did not ultimately terminate the necessity of the walls. Two hurricanes during 1713 and 1714 caused significant damage. The provincial legislature voted during the spring of 1723 to remove the wooden revetments supporting the earthen walls. Over the subsequent decade, the formerly sturdy walls steadily eroded into the landscape.




Today there is minimal evidence of the former fortress periphery. The busy intersection of Meeting and Broad Streets designated the location of the drawbridge that once allowed visitors to enter the protective confines. Subsequent construction has buried any trace.




A diminutive section of mortared brick from the original artillery battery remains exposed for closer inspection on East Bay Street. The older sample nearly mirrors the newer replacement with a former small explanation sign no longer mounted.




The threat from the Spanish invasion would ultimately recede. The protective walls remained tolerated by the citizenry and symbolically deterrents to bands of pirates and a rebellious continent that attempted to usurp local government during the Revolution of 1719. A half century later, the British governing body would ultimately become military adversaries to American’s movement towards self-governing and independence.
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Storing A Potential Catastrophe Within Bricked Walls

Powder Magazine:

79 Cumberland Street, Charleston


During 1703, discussions were debated within the Common House of Assembly where a secure and safe location existed for storing gunpowder inside the settlement of Charles Towne. The resulting solution a decade later became the resulting diminutive Powder Magazine completed in 1713. The land for the proposed construction had been laid out by Alexandre Thesee de Chastaigner bordering a marsh at the head of Major Daniells Creek.


Chastaigner and his brother Henri had arrived into the Carolina settlement during 1686. The brothers were amongst the earliest French Huguenots that settled along the Santee River. They fled religious persecution in their home country that was accentuated a century earlier by the infamous St. Bartholomew’s Day massacre in Paris.


The South Carolina legislature initiated the construction of a powder magazine precisely because public ammunition and powder were being stored hazardously in varied storage sites behind the curtain wall that enclosed the city for protection.


The original brick magazine was constructed on vacant land acquired via eminent domain partially on Peter Burtell’s lot #180. The parcel was situated on the northern extremity of the settlement. As Charles Towne continued to expand by 1744, residents became alarmed by the close proximity of the volatile magazine to their homes and churches. The government would compensate Peter Burtell a rental stipend of £100 annually as compensation for access to the content.


In 1746, the government transferred the gunpowder stockpile into an alternative magazine located appropriately named Magazine Street. They
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