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			One day, Mia notices a lovely box on the table by the window. Her older sister Ellie tells her: “This box used to belong to your grandmother when she was a little girl.”

			Mia likes it a lot. She wants a box, just like that, one just for her. 

			Mia was three on her last birthday. Sometimes she screams and rolls on the floor and has a tantrum. Nobody likes it when she does that. She used to ask anybody who came to the door: “Have you brought me a present?” 

			Now she says: “Have you brought me a box?”
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			Mia talks about the box all the time, so Ellie decides to add a smiling face on one side of Grandmother’s box. Thus it can become Mia’s box. 

			Mia is a bit frightened of the face at first. He has very big teeth, but when she looks again, she likes the smile of the little pixie’s face.
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			The first time Mia opens the box, she discovers inside four leaves from different trees: chestnut, plane, birch and oak.

			She carefully takes out the leaves and the whole morning is spent looking at the leaves and drawing them. Mia likes the different shapes, colours and veins of the leaves.
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			“Can I have my box by my bed, please,” she asks. 

			But Ellie says: “The box likes to stay on the table by the window to be a Magic Box.”

			“A Magic Box? What can it do?” asks Mia.

			“If you keep it where it likes to be, you can discover its secret.” 

			“What is the secret?”

			“I don’t know, and you are the only one who can find it because the box belongs to you now.”

			Mia claps her hands in delight. Now she has a Magic Box with a secret.
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			The next morning when Mia opens the box, she finds there is nothing in it. She puts in all sorts of things, first some of her drawings, then a button she likes, and a marble with lots of colours but the box remains empty the next day. 

			After a while, she is so cross that she throws the box against the wall; it falls on the floor, but it is not damaged; she can see the face of the smiling pixie. 

			She is upset. What is the secret of the box? she wonders.

			She puts the box on the table by the window but in lots of different positions. 

			But nothing works.
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			Ellie, who is older and wiser, says: “There is a solution, you know; try something else. Think what a box is for— treasures are usually hidden inside boxes.”

			A treasure! Mia must put something special in the box.

			Nothing changes till one day Mia finds a dark feather in the garden. It’s beautiful, so she puts it in the box and puts the box on the table by the window.
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			The next morning, to Mia’s delight, the feather is gone but there is a small book called: The Princess and the Magic Box for her. She likes the present the box has given her. 

			Is that the secret of the box? If she puts something special from the Natural World she has found outside, the box will give her a present?

			YES!
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