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​Introduction
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Paul told Timothy that the Word of God was profitable in the Christian life. It is through the study and practical application of biblical truths that the Christian can live the victorious life. The Abundant Truth Bible Reference Series is designed to strengthen, uplift, and instruct believers through the study of God’s Word.

In this publication

Jude wrote to warn the believers against false brethren and to challenge them to contend for the faith of Jesus Christ. This epistle should evoke a sense of fear and reverence in the Christian today. It should cause the Christian to stand boldly in the faith without fear of recognizing and opposing those who propose to dilute the faith of the Lord Jesus Christ.
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Authorship & Historical Setting
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Authorship

Little debate surrounds the authorship of this epistle. The writer identifies himself as Jude, the brother of James. The ‘James’  he is referring to is not one of the sons of Zebedee (Matthew 4:21). However, if his readers were to know the ‘James’ of whom he spoke, all evidence points to James, the half-brother of Jesus, a pillar in the Jerusalem church (Galatians 1:19; Acts 15: 13). 

This would then make Jude also a half-brother of Jesus who eventually believed on Him and became a servant of the Lord (Matthew 13:55)

Historical Setting

Many dates are proposed for the writing of this letter. However, the safest date for this letter after considering the author and the context of his writing would be between A.D. 65 and 80.

Audience

Jude does not give a specific designation to his audience as Paul does to the believers at Rome or Ephesus or as to Timothy and Titus. Hence, we can categorize this letter as a general letter. Though the message is specific, no particular audience is identified.

Purpose and Intent

Jude’s introduction in his letter, the purpose and intent is simple: false brethren had penetrated the company of believers. They were ungodly individuals who challenged and criticized apostolic teaching and doctrine. They were self-willed individuals who only lived to please themselves and were spreading their way of living within the Church. 

Hence, Jude wrote to warn the believers not to follow their example, recognize and expose the false brethren, and to challenge them to contend for the faith of Jesus Christ.

Divisions

Though this letter is very concise, it can be divided into six distinct parts.

Salutation (Verses 1-2)

Statement of Purpose (Verses 3-4)

Warning to Christians (Verses 5-7)

Exposition & Condemnation of False Brethren (Verse 8-16)

Charge to Obedient Christian Living and Service (Verses 17-23)

The Christian’s Response

This letter should evoke a sense of fear 

and reverence in the Christian today. It should cause the Christian to stand boldly in the faith without fear of recognizing and opposing those who propose to dilute the faith of the Lord Jesus Christ.
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Salutation
(Verses 1-2)
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Jude begins his letter in apostolic fashion with self-identification, including his kinship.

Jude, the servant of Jesus Christ, and brother of James. Jude 1:1a (KJV)

Purpose

We know from biblical history that there were men writing (falsely) in the names of respectable apostles. (2 Thessalonians 2:2). Hence, Jude made a clear distinction of who he was and his connection to Christ, not only as a servant, but also as a half-brother.

He continues his salutation by making a brief doctrinal statement concerning God, Christ, and the Church. Again, its importance was because of numerous false doctrines, which had permeated the Church.

...to  them  that  are  sanctified  by  God  

the Father, and preserved in Jesus Christ, and called... Jude 1:1b (KJV)

Jude makes his doctrinal statement concerning the Church as he addresses his readers. He refers to them as sanctified, indicating the Christian’s place as those set aside for the purposes of God. 

He also calls them preserved, indicating their position in Christ as secure. It also implies that his readers will be kept in place to receive the reward of eternal life as long as they continue in the faith.

Jude, in his statement, makes a clear doctrinal distinction between God the Father, and Christ the Son, which refutes the belief that they are one and the same. His statement reveals that the plan of God was to have a people set apart for Him through His Son Jesus, who keeps all that the Father gives Him (John 17:12). He ends his salutation with an apostolic blessing of mercy, peace, and love.

The Christian Application

Though his salutation is common, it reveals two truths for the Christian to consider. First, like Jude, the believer should recognize himself as a servant; that is, slave of the Jesus Christ. Though our relationship with Christ is personal, it does not negate the Christian’s role as a dutiful servant whose life should be in service to Him.

Second, his salutation is a reminder of the Christian’s position in God. He needs to view himself as a holy vessel set aside to God’s plan and purposes. He will give the Christian life in abundance even as the Christian strives to please Him (John 10:10). In addition, the Christian can be secure in his salvation as one who is preserved by Christ personally, as long as he continues in Him. 

His blessing upon his readers reveals the proper attitude that Christians should have toward one another. The Christian should desire to see mercy, love, and peace ever increasing upon members of the Body of Christ.

The Christian, today, is sanctified and preserved by God through Christ. His relationship is solidified in this life and the life that is to come.
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Statement of Purpose
(Verses 3-4)
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After the brief introduction, Jude quickly moves into his purpose and intent for the scribing of this epistle.

Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common salvation, it was needful for me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints. Jude 1:3 (KJV)

Jude’s Objective

Jude states that he, in essence, interrupted his activities in order to write unto them. “Gave all diligence” implies the importance, urgency, and gravity of the present situation. It is interesting to note that he spoke of the “common salvation.” 

This indicates that though there are many expressions in the worship of God and of Christ, there should be some common beliefs  that  all  Christians hold in common.

Why? 

God is true. Hence, there are certain things concerning Him that cannot be diminished to speculation and opinion, but they are a fact. Jude wants his readers to stand firm on the “common salvation” and contend for it.

To substantiate the urgency of his letter and his challenge to believers, Jude continues by giving a clearer, vivid reason for his writing.

For there are certain men crept in unawares, who were before of old ordained to this condemnation, ungodly men, turning the grace of our God into lasciviousness, and denying the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ. Jude 1:4 (KJV)

Men crept in unawares. Individuals posing as true Christians infiltrated the company of believers. In order to be unnoticeable, they joined themselves to the Church using manipulation and subtlety. For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ. And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light. 2 Cor 11:13-14 (KJV)

These individuals acted like Satan, who transforms himself into an angel of light. He says these men were ordained to this condemnation. The Greek word for ordained (Greek G4270 ) is prographō. It means to depict or portray openly, something  that  has been written in previous times. 

The scriptures have always predicted that the fallen angels and wicked men will experience God’s judgment. It is reserved for them. It is already known to be a fact of future events. 

Considering this, it is understood then that ordained does not mean that these men did not have a choice and that God set them aside to do wickedness, independent of personal volition. The meaning is that since they decided to operate in a manner, which will incur God’s judgment, they make themselves partakers of this appointed, previously revealed future event.

Jude calls them ungodly men. Ungodly (Greek G675 asebēs) means that these men were destitute of reverential awe towards God. By implication, these men had no proper motives and methods in their lifestyle, ministry, and conduct.

Jude then describes their activities. Their conduct and doctrine promoted the idea that God’s grace permitted unrighteous deed, hence moral restraints are ignored. This is what is meant by
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