
Who Was Steve Jobs?

The Legacy of the Tech Titan

The Story of a Boy Who’s Love for Tinkering With Electronics Resulted in the Invention of the First Apple Machine.

By Phil Cooper

“Love yourself and what you do – The only key to success.”

― Steve Jobs

Who Was Steve Jobs?

Steve Jobs... the MAN, the LEGEND, the Apple Founder... was a genius who gave the world access to technology that is still changing the world. To this day, his greatest accomplishment is the iPhone and still is.

Taken away too soon, his legacy still lives on. Countless entrepreneurs look up to him and use his advice to succeed in the business world. If it wasn’t for him, we would have never been introduced to portable computers and mobile phones with touch screens.  
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Steve Jobs.

Does the name even need an introduction?

Today, the entire world is familiar with it. This name is so incredibly intimidating and inspiring that no one can measure up to it.

He’s the man who created Apple.

He’s the man who wore black turtlenecks and created a uniform of power with his simple attire.

He’s the man who changed the face of technology forever.

The tech titan’s ingenuity has left behind a legacy that, to this date, is unparalleled.

The name in itself is a brand that instantly inspires entrepreneurs who love technology to do more.

For Steve, life was a little easier than all those entrepreneurs who struggled in life due to personal problems. They say that reaching your goals does not seem hard when you grow up in a loving home. You have people surrounding you who encourage you to pursue your dreams, and if you think about it, that’s all it takes to succeed.

We cannot downplay Steve’s struggles. He missed out on something that he had no idea about. However, he still made it.

Like other heroes, Steve’s journey had its fair share of downfalls and hardships. He stood strong through every fall and looked for an opportunity to learn from his mistakes and turn things around. This enabled him to create an industry that changed the course of the future.

One thing that no one can deny is that Steve was born a genius. His passion fueled the fire to accomplish his goals and achieve something new and unique that no one else had ever before.

Lo and behold, he was able to do this with Apple.

When America sought ways to maintain an innovative edge, Steve stood as the icon of applied imagination and inventiveness. He knew the only way to create value in the 21st century was to combine technology and creativity. Thus, a company was built where imagination was combined with extraordinary feats of engineering.

“The people who are crazy enough to think they can change the world are the ones who do.”

— Apple's “Think Different” Commercial, 1997

With his most prized invention – Apple – Steve proved that no matter how crazy an idea might seem to you, the best way to find out whether it will be successful or not is to act on it.

Steve always encouraged people to speak honestly. Though he followed his own advice, he could sometimes be brutally honest, which confused people about his personality. His colleagues, friends, and foes gave an unvarnished look into his perfectionism, passions, obsessions, devilry, and artistry, with which he shaped his business that resulted in the innovative products we use today.

During some parts of his life, Steve found himself driven by demons that drove people around him to despair and fury. But his products and personality were interrelated, similar to Apple’s software and hardware.

Steve’s tale of success is cautionary and instructive, filled with lessons on leadership, values, character, and most important of all ― innovation.
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The story begins with adoption, which led to a happy life. Steve was born in San Francisco, California. His parents were two graduate students – Abdul Fattah Jandali (Syrian descent) and Joanne Carole Schieble (Swiss-German descent).

However, since his parents were just students, they decided to put him up for adoption as soon as he was born. Steve’s parents were good people, and they wanted to make sure that he went to a loving, educated, wealthy family.

Fate has something else in store for Steve. He was adopted by Clara and Paul Jobs. The couple was loving but had no college education.

Paul was a coast guard in World War II. Soon after returning home, he married Clara within a few weeks. A few years later, he was deployed on the USS General M. C. Meigs. After the war had ended and Paul no longer wanted to work in the army, he and Clara decided to settle down.

Paul started working as a mechanic, while Clara stayed at home. The one thing that was missing from their lives was a baby. However, Clara has suffered an ectopic pregnancy and, after many complications, was told she would never be able to conceive again.

That’s when they decided to adopt, and God rewarded them with a sweet baby boy.

When Steve turned 6, he found out he was adopted. Like any other child, Steve felt abandoned. Paul and Clara chose their words carefully to explain that he was wanted. That’s when Steve learned the meaning of Chosen and Special, and these two concepts became a part of his life.

The family faced some financial problems when Paul got transferred to Palo Alto as a repo man. So, he left the job and moved to Mountain View.

Steve’s new life was full of surprises. Since his mother had already told him that he was adopted, he looked at the world with a different lens. After a work incident with his father, where he proved that the task at hand could be done his way, Steve realized that his parents understood who he really was ― a genius. 

His parents knew that Steve was special, and they wanted him to be treated that way at school. They saw that his potential was being wasted by memorizing trivial things, which weren’t stimulating enough. 

When Steve started 4th grade, he was put in an advanced class. His teacher would often bribe him with money and candy to read a book or solve complex math problems. After a while, the teacher no longer had to bribe him because all Steve wanted was to learn more. When he finished 4th grade, his teacher recommended that he should be tested. He scored at the high school sophomore level. Then, the school allowed Steve to jump two grades. 

This jump proved to be disastrous for Steve. He was an awkward loner who had no friends. He was frequently bullied, and due to the violence in the neighborhood, he couldn’t focus on his studies. Eventually, he insisted that his parents change his school. Money was tight at the time, and Jobs couldn’t afford to make such a big change. However, when Steve told his parents that he would quit school if they didn’t agree to his demand, they decided to buy a house in a new neighborhood. 

The new house came with a garage, where Paul tinker with his cars and Steve with his electronics. There was a nice schooling district nearby, and the neighbors were extremely friendly. 

Steve’s parents wanted him to have a religious upbringing. They would take him to church every Sunday. This ended when Steve saw a magazine with a picture of starving children on it and questioned the pastor about it. 

He asked the pastor, “Does God know about this?”

Steve didn’t like the pastor’s vague answer and announced that he couldn’t worship a God who turned a blind eye to people’s suffering.

Steve’s dream of developing electronics came true in 9th grade. Larry Lang, his engineer neighbor who often invited Steve to his garage, got him interested in Heathkits. These assemble-it-yourself kits allowed Steve to develop electronic gear and radio.

Lang got him into the Hewlett-Packard Explorers Club. It was a club for students who loved engineering. The students would meet in the cafeteria, and an engineer from the company would tell them all about what he was working on. It was at HP that he first saw a desktop computer. 

Students at the club were encouraged to do projects. Steve decided to make a frequency counter but didn’t have some of the parts. So, he called HP’s CEO and asked him for the parts. Not only did the CEO send him the parts, but he also gave him a job in the plant where frequency counters were made. 

During one of his sophomore classes, he became friends with Stephen Wozniak, aka Steve, who also loved engineering. They both loved playing pranks on students and their teachers. 

It was during one of these pranks that helped them create Apple.
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It was 1971, and Steve Wozniak was about to drive off to his third college when he read an article in a magazine on “Secrets of the Little Blue Box.”

The article described how phone breakers and hackers made free, long-distance phone calls by replicating the routed signal tones. He immediately called Steve and read long parts of the article on the phone. The Steves’ made their way to the library to find a journal that listed all the frequencies. 

After getting their hands on it, they went to an electronics shop and bought all the parts to make the analog tone operator. Using Steve’s frequency counter, they calibrated the tones. When they tested their device, they didn’t get the results they were hoping for. 

The frequency counter wasn’t what the device needed. Woz went back to Berkeley the next day and promised Steve he would work on a digital version of the frequency counter. 

After making the digital part, Woz drove back to Steve’s house, and they decided to try their device once again. They wanted to call Woz’s uncle in Los Angeles but dialed the wrong number. It didn’t matter, though, because the device worked. 

Steve then made a prank call to the Vatican and asked to speak to the pope, posing as someone influential. Their invention was incredible! It was Steve who came up with the idea to sell their device. He calculated the cost of the components, which amounted to $40. They
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