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We know little of the prophet Joel beyond a few personal details contained in the book itself. He identified himself as the son of Pethuel, preached to the people of Judah, and expressed a great deal of interest in Jerusalem. Joel also made several comments on the priests and the temple, indicating a familiarity with the centre of worship in Judah (Joel 1:13–14; 2:14, 17).

The book focuses its prophetic judgment on the southern kingdom of Judah with frequent references to Zion and the temple worship (Joel 1:13–14; 2:23, 32; 3:16, 21). We find the term “the day of the Lord”. While Obadiah mentioned the terrifying event first (Obadiah 15), Joel’s book gives some of the most striking and specific details in all of Scripture about the day of the Lord—days cloaked in darkness, armies that conquer like consuming fire, and the moon turning to blood. Rooted in such vibrant and physical imagery, this time of ultimate judgment, still future for us today (2 Thessalonians 2:2; 2 Peter 3:10), makes clear the seriousness of God’s judgment on sin.

We should always read prophecies to focus on the judgment of God's people, the judgment of foreign nations, and the purification and restoration of God's people through intense suffering. We find each of these elements in the book of Joel, as it offers one of the most complete pictures in Scripture of this ultimately redemptive event (Joel 2:1–11; 2:28–32; 3:1–16).:11).

Joel emphatically declares the hope of the Holy Spirit pouring out on all flesh. We read in Joel 2:28-32 how God has promised that the Holy Spirit will be poured out on all mankind in the future. For what reason? Yes, to make us one in spirit, and to make us alive in sanctification to be a new creation.  The Holy Spirit has been poured out to guide us into all truth (John 16:13) for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak. After all, it says in Romans 14:17 that the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.

By the Holy Spirit, we understand what it means to be a new creation, to be one in Spirit and to be adopted sons and daughters of the Kingdom. And so it says in “1 Corinthians 12: 12 For as the body is one and has many members, but all the members of that one body, being many, are one body, so also is Christ. 13 For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free—and have all been made to drink into one Spirit. 14 For in fact the body is not one member but many.”

Joel can be tricky to understand, simply because by all accounts he is dealing with both the imminent judgment at the hands of Assyria and then Babylon, but also the future judgement. After all, Joel 3 speaks about the judgment on all nations, which primarily deals with the end-time large-scale attacks against Israel.

In Joel 1, we read of such imminent judgment, “1 Hear this, you elders, and give ear, all you inhabitants of the land! Has anything like this happened in your days, or even in the days of your fathers? 3 Tell your children about it, let your children tell their children, and their children another generation. 4 What the chewing locust left, the swarming locust has eaten; what the swarming locust left, the crawling locust has eaten; and what the crawling locust left, the consuming locust has eaten.”

This is reference primarily to the invading Babylonian army, with Babylon also used as a reference when dealing with the future (at the end of the age) powers of darkness that will swarm over the earth. It is interesting that in Revelation 9, the locust is in reference to judgment: “4 They were commanded not to harm the grass of the earth, or any green thing, or any tree, but only those men who do not have the seal of God on their foreheads.” Babylon was also used to afflict judgment, just as the locusts were a plague that was judgment on Egypt.

Both Joel and Amos, as prophets, had visions of the locusts. As mentioned, the locusts were also one of the plagues in Egypt. Joel and Amos were active long before the Assyrian and Babylonian exiles, yet they saw the impending doom, thus the devourer that will come upon Israel. Joel also saw the restoration of Israel, reminding us that God is just, and He wants us to walk in victory. If we turn to Him, there is always deliverance, hope, restoration and redemption from the devourer.

We read in Joel 2 of promised restoration and hope: “24 The threshing floors shall be full of wheat, and the vats shall overflow with new wine and oil. 25 “So I will restore to you the years that the swarming locust has eaten, the crawling locust, the consuming locust, and the chewing locust, My great army which I sent among you. 26 You shall eat in plenty and be satisfied, and praise the name of the Lord your God, who has dealt wondrously with you; and My people shall never be put to shame. 27 Then you shall know that I am in the midst of Israel: I am the Lord your God and there is no other. My people shall never be put to shame.” Where we turn to God, there is always hope, redemption, and restoration.

Joel and Amos prophesied about the devourer that will come. Yet still the people failed to hear and abide in God’s will. Just so, isn’t it amazing how this world keeps rebelling against God, most likely being aware of the dangers and the destructive force of the devourer (the devil, worldly corrupt systems and ideas)? Surely people know the dangers of substance abuse, or how we invite wrath upon ourselves when we commit abortions or condone all kinds of sexual immorality? Or are we simply too full of pride to seek God and repent?

There is something very important we have to understand about walking in God’s presence, not to be devoured by the devourer, meaning being devoured by the darkness of the devil and the world. Let us first understand that many times we look at the events of the Old Testament and we see a God who intentionally and with almost great delight inflict all kinds of punishment on nations and people. It is true, as we will study, how many times it speaks of God’s judgement in the form of some or other devouring punishment. God many times does act as the devourer, but in the sense that He only allows the consequences of our rebellion, iniquity, wickedness, lawlessness and idolatry to play out. Thus, this means that when we fail to obey God and we fail to abide in Him, we can easily invite the devourer to devour our lives. Yet there are also times when God will be the devourer against His enemies for a specific purpose.

We read in “1 Peter 5:8: Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.” Remember, John 10:10 it says that of the thief that he only comes to steal, to destroy and to kill. Yet God comes to give us life and life in abundance. You see, the devil wants us to rebel against God. He thus entices, seduces, manipulates, lies and influences man to forsake the way of God and to choose the path of darkness. Why? Because then they choose the path of the devourer. It is the nature of the devil to devour. He wants people to be devoured. So this is why, as we will see, God may be the devourer; it remains the truth that the devil is of such a nature. So the devourer in whatever form or shape will come on our path if we walk in darkness or sit in the way of the wicked (Psalm 1).

The devil seeks to devour no matter what. He is simply cruel and will jump at any chance. With God, we have to remember He is just, good and holy. His Sovereign Will allows and brings about devouring because His perfect goodness, purity and holiness are violated and are being challenged by an unholy and impure order. There is thus a difference. And as we will study, there are so many ways in this world that we can be devoured by the devourer, and most of the time it is simply because we have allowed the devourer to devour us.

God’s judgement most of the time is thus simply the consequence of a people who have chosen the path of the devourer, instead of walking in the path of blessing and hope. God’s intention is not to devour for the sake of devouring (unlike the devil), yet we allow ourselves to be devoured when we forsake God and His ways. And yes, acts of judgment and destruction may at times be attributed to God, but this must be understood within the context of His sovereignty. Nothing occurs outside of His knowledge, permission, or ultimate authority. Because God has granted humanity free will, He allows people to make choices, including the choice to follow paths that lead to destruction and to align themselves with that which seeks to devour.

At the same time, Scripture consistently presents God as the protector and defender of the righteous. He is not a devourer of the just, the good, or those who walk in faithfulness before Him. However, God does act in judgment against wickedness, rebellion, and unholiness. Throughout the Bible, His righteous judgments are revealed against those who persist in evil and refuse to turn from their ways.

Therefore, while God permits human beings to experience the consequences of their choices, His actions are never arbitrary or unjust. Whether showing mercy or executing judgment, He acts according to His holy and righteous nature. As a result, God remains both the refuge of the righteous and the righteous Judge of the wicked.

Consider how in our times there are many ways for one to be devoured. Take for instance substance abuse. Millions of people are addicted to drugs, alcohol, indulges, gambling, pornography and so on. Every one of those addictions is a devourer. It devours you spiritually, mentally and physically. It will devour you and slowly consume you until there is nothing left. Consider how many people are devoured by their carnality, or how many people are consumed by hate, fear, unforgiveness, insecurities, bitterness, violence, and lust. How many people are not devoured by greed, thus the warning that the love of money is the root of all evil. Take for example how many people are consumed by a life devoted to the occult, or the esoteric teachings, to Spiritism, or other dark arts. Think of how many people are consumed by religions that hold no value, meaning or life.

Day in and day out, so many people are devoured. Devoured by their habits, behaviours, perceptions, ideas, and pursuits of man-made goals and desires. Day in and day out, people are devoured and consumed by all kinds of evil, wickedness, and dark desires. Oh yes, daily fears are devouring people. Daily, the lust of the eyes and the flesh devours. Daily, people are devoured by their thoughts, mental anguish, psychological disorders and all kinds of maladies of the soul. Day by day, people struggle with illnesses, diseases and sicknesses that devour the body. It is thus a constant and bitter struggle with devourers of spirit, mind, heart and the flesh.

1 John 2 says: “16 For everything in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—comes not from the Father but from the world. 17 The world and its desires pass away, but whoever does the will of God lives forever.” Indeed, such lust and such pride are all devourers. Anything that comes not from God shall devour, and those who abide not in God shall be subjected to being devoured. It is the nature of a wicked world that devours, and such devouring is fuelled by sin, iniquity and wickedness.

Galatians 5 speaks of the fruit of the flesh: “19 The acts of the flesh are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; 20 idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions 21 and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God.” All of these ‘acts’ or manifestations of the flesh are devourers. We are devoured by jealousy, rage, selfishness, impurity, and sexual immorality. We live in a very decadent world where man makes the rules and nothing is frowned upon. Yet all such iniquity and idolatry eventually lead us straight into the mouth of the devouring. And such devouring devours you in spirit, soul and body. Indeed, a lot of such devouring is a result of a life not led by abiding in God. In God, there is peace, hope, love, light and inner healing. In God, there is meaning, purpose, understanding, contentment and a deep calm from the inner and external storms of life.

There are countless instances where Israel was devoured by plagues, sicknesses and by the sword because of their rebellion against God. It says for example, in “Lamentations 2 (NIV): 1 How the Lord has covered Daughter Zion with the cloud of his anger! He has hurled down the splendour of Israel from heaven to earth; he has not remembered his footstool in the day of his anger. 2 Without pity the Lord has swallowed up all the dwellings of Jacob; in his wrath he has torn down the strongholds of Daughter Judah. He has brought her kingdom and its princes down to the ground in dishonor. 3 In fierce anger he has cut off every horn of Israel. He has withdrawn his right hand at the approach of the enemy. He has burned in Jacob like a flaming fire that consumes everything around it.”

God ALLOWED the Assyrians and the Babylonians to be the devourers to conquer the northern and southern tribes of Israel. Remember, this is God’s chosen people, yet He remains just, and He will protect and uphold His honour. Israel simply allowed through their iniquity and rebellion against God to be devoured, to be ravaged and to be scattered. Take for example what is says in “Ezekiel 21: 18 The word of the Lord came to me again, saying: 19 “And son of man, appoint for yourself two ways for the sword of the king of Babylon to go; both of them shall go from the same land. Make a sign; put it at the head of the road to the city. 20 Appoint a road for the sword to go to Rabbah of the Ammonites, and to Judah, into fortified Jerusalem. 21 For the king of Babylon stands at the parting of the road, at the fork of the two roads, to use divination: he shakes the arrows, he consults the images, he looks at the liver. 22 In his right hand is the divination for Jerusalem: to set up battering rams, to call for a slaughter, to lift the voice with shouting, to set battering rams against the gates, to heap up a siege mound, and to build a wall. 23 And it will be to them like a false divination in the eyes of those who have sworn oaths with them; but he will bring their iniquity to remembrance, that they may be taken. 24 “Therefore thus says the Lord God: ‘Because you have made your iniquity to be remembered, in that your transgressions are uncovered, so that in all your doings your sins appear—because you have come to remembrance, you shall be taken in hand. 25 ‘Now to you, O profane, wicked prince of Israel, whose day has come, whose iniquity shall end, 26 thus says the Lord God: “Remove the turban, and take off the crown; nothing shall remain the same. Exalt the humble, and humble the exalted. 27 Overthrown, overthrown, I will make it overthrown! It shall be no longer, until He comes whose right it is, and I will give it to Him.” ’

By the time of Ezekiel’s prophecy, it was declared that Babylon will devour Judah. The king of Babylon in all his wickedness and evil (as demonstrated by his divination) was about to conquer the land of God. Israel had fallen into great wickedness, for we read of profanity and a wicked prince. Yet this would never have happened if they had remained obedient to God. Then again, it was also proven by the external Law that man will never change in his wicked nature, and thus needs the Messiah (Jesus who sits forever on the throne of David) to come and be our Saviour. By the coming and death and resurrection of Jesus, the outpouring of the Spirit was made possible. By the Spirit, God now dwells within us, and changes our stony hearts into hearts of flesh and leads us on a path of victory and not a path of the devourer.

Take a look at what happened in the wilderness when Moses came down Mount Sinai and found people dancing around the Golden Calf. “Exodus 32: 19 When Moses approached the camp and saw the calf and the dancing, his anger burned and he threw the tablets out of his hands, breaking them to pieces at the foot of the mountain. 20 And he took the calf the people had made and burned it in the fire; then he ground it to powder, scattered it on the water and made the Israelites drink it. 21 He said to Aaron, “What did these people do to you, that you led them into such great sin?” 22 “Do not be angry, my lord,” Aaron answered. “You know how prone these people are to evil. 23 They said to me, ‘Make us gods who will go before us. As for this fellow Moses who brought us up out of Egypt, we don’t know what has happened to him.’ 24 So I told them, ‘Whoever has any gold jewelry, take it off.’ Then they gave me the gold, and I threw it into the fire, and out came this calf!” 25 Moses saw that the people were running wild and that Aaron had let them get out of control and so become a laughingstock to their enemies. 26 So he stood at the entrance to the camp and said, “Whoever is for the Lord, come to me.” And all the Levites rallied to him. 27 Then he said to them, “This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: ‘Each man strap a sword to his side. Go back and forth through the camp from one end to the other, each killing his brother and friend and neighbor.’”

So many died that day because they allowed themselves to be devoured. They brought the devourer upon themselves for worshipping the golden calf. It also says in Numbers 26:10 “and the earth opened its mouth and swallowed them up together with Korah when that company died, when the fire devoured two hundred and fifty men; and they became a sign.” Because of Korah’s rebellion, as in the days of the gold calf, many were devoured. Did God find pleasure in this? Of course not, but we obey and follow God to walk in life, yet when we rebel, we walk in the ways of the devourer.

Take note of what God says to Moses in “Deuteronomy 31: 16 And the Lord said to Moses: 'Behold, you will rest with your fathers; and this people will rise and play the harlot with the gods of the foreigners of the land, where they go to be among them, and they will forsake Me and break My covenant which I have made with them. 17 Then My anger shall be aroused against them in that day, and I will forsake them, and I will hide My face from them, and they shall be devoured. And many evils and troubles shall befall them, so that they will say in that day, ‘Have not these evils come upon us because our God is not among us?’ 18 And I will surely hide My face in that day because of all the evil which they have done, in that they have turned to other gods.” Israel was ultimately devoured by devourers - the Assyrians and Babylonians - because they rebelled against God. God shall not be mocked s we see in “Leviticus 10: 1 Then Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, each took his censer and put fire in it, put incense on it, and offered profane fire before the Lord, which He had not commanded them. 2 So fire went out from the Lord and devoured them, and they died before the Lord.” We cannot toy with the devourer. We shall be devoured when we mock God and when we continue to follow our evil ways and hold onto carnality.

So many are being devoured right now in the world because they have allowed the devourer into their lives, their families, their marriages and homes. By simply not following, obeying and yielding to God we give a right to the devourer to destroy and bring us to a point of weakness. Only in God do we overcome the devourer to walk in life and healing.

Remember the 10 plagues that struck Egypt? It was 10 devourers that came upon Egypt for enslaving Israel. David writes in “Psalm 78: 40 How often they provoked Him in the wilderness, and grieved Him in the desert! 41 Yes, again and again they tempted God, and limited the Holy One of Israel. 42 They did not remember His power: The day when He redeemed them from the enemy, 43 When He worked His signs in Egypt, and His wonders in the field of Zoan; 44 Turned their rivers into blood, and their streams, that they could not drink. 45 He sent swarms of flies among them, which devoured them, and frogs, which destroyed them. 46 He also gave their crops to the caterpillar, and their labor to the locust. 47 He destroyed their vines with hail, and their sycamore trees with frost.”

God is thus a God who looks out for His children. He is a man of war. And so it says in “Deuteronomy 32: 42 I will make My arrows drunk with blood, and My sword shall devour flesh, with the blood of the slain and the captives, from the heads of the leaders of the enemy.” ’Oh yes, God is a devourer of His enemies, and He does not do it lightly when His name is mocked, or His people are under threat! This reality we find in 2 Samuel 22 when David says, “7 In my distress I called upon the Lord, and cried out to my God; He heard my voice from His temple, and my cry entered His ears. 8 “Then the earth shook and trembled; the foundations of heaven quaked and were shaken, because He was angry. 9 Smoke went up from His nostrils, and devouring fire from His mouth; coals were kindled by it. 10 He bowed the heavens also, and came down with darkness under His feet. 11 He rode upon a cherub, and flew; and He was seen upon the wings of the wind.” And also “Psalm 50:3 Our God shall come, and shall not keep silent; a fire shall devour before Him, and it shall be very tempestuous all around Him.”

The 10 plaques remind us of the judgement on the earth in Revelation. The seven plagues in Revelation are loathsome sores, the sea turns to blood, the waters turn to blood, the sun causes a major heatwave to scorch the planet with fire, thick darkness overwhelms the kingdom of the beast, the great river Euphrates dries up, and lastly, a global earthquake causes the cities of the world to collapse. This is similar to the plagues of Egypt, such as the Nile’s rivers turning to blood, the days of darkness and the sores. Each one of these plagues against Egypt and in Revelation is a result of direct disobedience and rebellion against God. Also, read Romans 1 when it comes to God’s wrath. God shall not be mocked.

Every plague can be viewed as a devourer in its own right. This includes locusts, which are frequently used in Scripture as a symbol of destruction and consumption. Locusts feed on vegetation, and when they swarm, they can strip entire regions bare, consuming crops and leaving devastation in their wake. A large swarm is capable of consuming vast quantities of food in a single day, making locusts a powerful biblical picture of relentless destruction.

For this reason, locusts are often associated with the concept of a devourer in the Bible. A devourer, whatever form it may take, operates much like a swarm of locusts—it strips away, consumes, and destroys everything in its path. Left unchecked, it brings ruin and loss wherever it goes.

From a spiritual perspective, the devourer seeks to erode and destroy every area of life. It attacks the spirit, soul, and body, and can wreak havoc on families, marriages, relationships, and homes when given room to operate. Scripture therefore calls believers to remain vigilant, walk in obedience to God, and seek His protection, knowing that He is able to preserve, restore, and rebuke the devourer on behalf of His people.

Indeed, Israel learned the hard way about taunting God, and so will this world. Throughout history, many devourers have been eventually devoured because, as you devour, you shall be devoured. In Isaiah 30, we read “27 Judgment on Assyria: Behold, the name of the Lord comes from afar, burning with His anger, and His burden is heavy; His lips are full of indignation, and His tongue like a devouring fire.” Assyria was devoured by the Babylonians. The Babylonians were devoured by the Persians. The Persians were devoured by the Greeks, who were devoured by the Romans and the Romans by barbarians and inner strife. Thus, the truth of “2 Samuel 11:25: Then David said to the messenger, “Thus you shall say to Joab: ‘Do not let this thing displease you, for the sword devours one as well as another. Strengthen your attack against the city, and overthrow it.’ So encourage him.”

We need to walk in the ways of God. Right now in this world, many people who are being devoured hurt others. Yet those who devour shall be devoured. It is the nature of things. Yet so many are suffering innocently at the hands of those who are manifesting the inner turmoil of their devouring. Thus, we see a world of so many murders, rapes and child abuse. Innocent people thus suffer daily because of so many who allow the devourer to settle in their souls and spirits. Thus, we live in a world of great wickedness, hurting, destruction, tragedy and trauma. Too many people have simply allowed themselves to be devoured and thus devour others. How this world needs God! Our choices thus so many times feed the devourer.

We read in “Revelation 12:4: His tail drew a third of the stars of heaven and threw them to the earth. And the dragon stood before the woman who was ready to give birth, to devour her Child as soon as it was born.” There has been much speculation about who the child is and the woman, with some agreeing that it is Israel giving birth to Jesus, who ultimately births the Bride of God. Whatever our opinion, what is important is to note that the nature of the devil is to devour. So he loves to influence people to seek the path of the devourer, and so suffer in the fires of devouring. And by torment, they inflict harm on others.

In the Body of Christ, we have also allowed the devourer to come upon us. There are so many conflicts, dissensions, strife and division in the ranks of the church. It says in “Galatians 5:15: But if you bite and devour one another, beware lest you be consumed by one another!” We have allowed our selfish nature and pride to also consume and devour us, thus we are devouring each other. The church is certainly in a mess because of the manifold work of the devourer. How we need God to lead us down the true path of righteousness, and the fruits of the Spirit!

The bottom line is we need to keep in step with God and not rebel or defy God, lest we invite the devourer. In God is our hope and victory. In God, we overcome the devourer. This is the reality of “Revelation 20:9: They went up on the breadth of the earth and surrounded the camp of the saints and the beloved city. And fire came down from God out of heaven and devoured them.” In Numbers 13, we read “32: And they gave the children of Israel a bad report of the land which they had spied out, saying, “The land through which we have gone as spies is a land that devours its inhabitants, and all the people whom we saw in it are men of great stature.” Indeed, so many in Israel were afraid of the devourers in the Promised Land. Yet in God, we do not need to be afraid. He is greater than the devourer.

Thus, if we keep in step with God and abide in the Spirit, we shall be victorious. In Isaiah 1 of Judah, it says, “19 If you are willing and obedient, you shall eat the good of the land; 20 But if you refuse and rebel, you shall be devoured by the sword”; for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.” A clear and simple choice, yet Israel didn’t obey. In Isaiah 9 of Samaria, we read, “Through the wrath of the Lord of hosts the land is burned up, and the people shall be as fuel for the fire; no man shall spare his brother. 20 And he shall snatch on the right hand and be hungry; he shall devour on the left hand and not be satisfied; every man shall eat the flesh of his own arm.”

The reality of dealing with the consequences of rebellion and being saved by God’s hand through repentance is outlined in “2 Chronicles 7: 12 Then the Lord appeared to Solomon by night, and said to him: “I have heard your prayer, and have chosen this place for Myself as a house of sacrifice. 13 When I shut up heaven and there is no rain, or command the locusts to devour the land, or send pestilence among My people, 14 if My people who are called by My name will humble themselves, and pray and seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal their land.” In this case, we see that devourers such as lack of rain, or locusts or pestilence will be withheld by those who seek God and seek His ways. In God is our victory!

Let us finally remember Psalm 91, which speaks of abiding safely in the secret place of the Most High, thus under the shadow of the Almighty. It speaks of how God will be our refuge and fortress. We read: “3 Surely He shall deliver you from the snare of the fowler and from the perilous pestilence ... 5 You shall not be afraid of the terror by night, nor of the arrow that flies by day, 6 Nor of the pestilence that walks in darkness, nor of the destruction that lays waste at noonday. 7 A thousand may fall at your side, and ten thousand at your right hand; but it shall not come near you.” Glory to God. God protects us from any form of devouring! Yet, as Psalm 91 declares, we must make the Lord our refuge and our dwelling place. If we do so, then no evil shall befall us, and no plague will come near our dwelling. It says “14 “Because he has set his love upon Me, therefore I will deliver him; I will set him on high, because he has known My name. 15 He shall call upon Me, and I will answer him; I will be with him in trouble; I will deliver him and honor him. 16 With long life I will satisfy him, and show him My salvation.”

Glory to God. Even when we are entrapped by the devourer (the snare), God can and will rescue us when we serve Him as our God and Lord. No matter the weapon (devourer) formed against us, we shall not be harmed! No matter if we are thrown into the furnace of the devourer, the flames shall not touch us. Even when we are thrown into the pit of devourers, it shall not consume us. Exodus 12:13 says, “13 Now the blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you are. And when I see the blood, I will pass over you; and the plague shall not be on you to destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt.” (Also see Deuteronomy 7:15).  Glory to God, under the Blood of Jesus, we are protected from the devourer, and the devourer shall not devour our lives or our families or our homes! Indeed, by the word of our testimony and by the Blood of the Lord, we shall overcome (Revelation 12:11).

May we adhere to Proverbs 4 to make sure we keep under the shadow of God and thus protected, provided, restored and safe: “14 Do not enter the path of the wicked, and do not walk in the way of evil. 15 Avoid it, do not travel on it; turn away from it and pass on. 16 For they do not sleep unless they have done evil; and their sleep is taken away unless they make someone fall. 17 For they eat the bread of wickedness, and drink the wine of violence. 18 But the path of the just is like the shining sun, that shines ever brighter unto the perfect day. 19 The way of the wicked is like darkness; they do not know what makes them stumble.” Glory to God. He keeps us safe, for He is the devourer of the devourer and the strength of the weak!

The Book of Joel speaks of the devourer, but it also speaks of the devourer that will be devoured for seeking to devour Israel! God shall not be mocked. He is just, so we must just keep in step with God and remain in His Presence. Israel failed so many times to remain obedient and faithful to God and invited the devourer to her doorstep.

Regarding Joel 2:28-32 on how God promised the Holy Spirit would be poured out on all mankind in the future, this is needed so that we may remain in the presence of God so that we shall overcome the devourer and not be devoured by God’s judgement. The Spirit of God leads us in the blessed and perfect will of God, in His truth and perfect ways. For in His Glory there is provision, healing, deliverance, strength and hope!

Those who obey, who submit,yield, listen and heed the Lord shall walk in His overflowing in times of spiritual drought, as seen in churches where the Truth of God has been abandoned and where the Spirit of the Lord has been replaced by emotionalism and entertainment hype. We live in a world of great spiritual drought, where man has abandoned God in pursuit of self-gain. This is a world of 2 Timothy 3 where godlessness, immorality, decadence, deceit, and anarchy reign, yet those who seek the Lord shall surely live. Indeed, those who walk with the Lord shall know His power, His glory, His hope and majesty in times of trial, tribulation, anguish, furnace, onslaughts and mayhem!

These are the days for those who walk with the Lord shall be fed by His hand, and those who seek Him shall be sustained by the golden oil of the anointing by His Spirit. Indeed, now is the day to be seeking His Kingdom and walking in His Glory (the golden oil) and not be fed by the worldly system as represented by the black oil. Now is the time to drink from the cup of the Lord, and not the cup of demons. Now is the time to yield, submit, and know He is God above all else! Indeed, they shall know what it means to be fed and to be sustained only by the hand of God, for they indeed shall not be fed by the hand of the world. As in the days of Elijah, when the prophet was fed by ravens, so the children of God shall know our Lord as the supernatural provider.

How the Lord reminded me that we must allow only Him to pour into us, yet this means we must take our proper place as men worshipping the Lord. Yes, no longer must we allow this world to pour into us, or we pour into the world, for surely we shall never be filled or satisfied. We must either seek the Lord or the world. Choose on this day. Only when the Lord pours into us, and we abide in Him, shall there be a constant overflowing, a constant satisfaction and contentment as we walk by His Spirit and we walk in His overflowing glory! Yes, in Him we move from glory to glory to His glory! In Him, we move by the Spirit and in the Spirit, we shall be surrounded by His presence in times of war, famine, drought, chaos, darkness and terror, for indeed if God is with us, we can be against us!

Yes, now is the time to yield to His will and to move in His will to His glory! For in His will there is deliverance, redemption, restoration, revival, and the sure foundation of our hope. The Lord is reminding us of His desire for us to walk in His glory and in the overflowing of the Spirit. We are not to settle for the natural and the mundane. He is calling for us to lay down the Self, push aside the flesh and the ego and let God overflow! Yet this can only happen when we decrease and He increases!
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John the Baptist
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In Matthew 11, we read, “9 But what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I say to you, and more than a prophet. 10 For this is he of whom it is written: ‘Behold, I send My messenger before Your face, Who will prepare Your way before You.’ 11 “Assuredly, I say to you, among those born of women there has not risen one greater than John the Baptist; but he who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.”

We can clearly see that Jesus affirmed that John the Baptist was a prophet. In addition, the people consider him to be a prophet as well as is seen in Matthew 14:5 and Mark 11:32.  So why talk about John as a prophet? What is interesting is that John performed no miracles nor did he write any scripture. Yet, he is called the greatest of the prophets.  Why?

Because he was the forerunner of the Messiah.  His calling was to prepare the people for Jesus’ arrival (Mark 1:2-4). He was associated with Elijah (Malachi 4:5-6; Matthew 11:13-14).

John the Baptist’s birth was foretold in Luke 1. He is the son of Zacharias and Elisabeth. He would eventually be the one who baptised Jesus. The angel told Zacharias to name their baby John. He shall be great in the sight of the Lord and shall not drink wine or strong drink. John was even filled with the Holy Ghost in his mother’s womb. He shall turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord their God. Of John’s calling, we read in this chapter: “17 He will also go before Him in the spirit and power of Elijah, ‘to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children,’ and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.”

Zacharias and his wife were both old in age. So, he questioned how this would happen to them. Gabriel reminded Zacharias that he was an angel of the Lord who stands in the presence of the Lord. The angel said to the father: “And behold, thou shalt be dumb, and not able to speak, until the day that these things are performed, because you do not believe my words, which shall be fulfilled in their season.”

Zacharias was filled with the Holy Ghost and once could speak again, he made startling revelaitons. In Luke 1 he said: “68 “Blessed is the Lord God of Israel, For He has visited and redeemed His people, 69 And has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of His servant David, 70 As He spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets, who have been since the world began, 71 That we should be saved from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us, 72 To perform the mercy promised to our fathers and to remember His holy covenant.” Zacharias was actually already preparing the people for the coming of Jesus!

Of John he said, “76 “And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Highest; For you will go before the face of the Lord to prepare His ways, 77 To give knowledge of salvation to His people by the remission of their sins, 78 Through the tender mercy of our God, with which the dayspring from on high has visited us; 79 To give light to those who sit in darkness and the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace.”

In Matthew 3:1, we find John the Baptist fulfilling the prophecy of his earthly father as he preached in the wilderness of Judea saying “Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” He reminds the people that Jesus is the one spoken of by the prophet Isaiah. His outfit was made of camel’s hair, and he wore a leather girdle for pants. He feasted on locusts and wild honey. During those days, religious leaders would have worn fine garments to reflect their position. He baptised many people in the Jordan River after they had confessed their sins. John made it clear that he can baptise people with water unto repentance, but there is one coming after him whose shoes he was not worthy to bear. He was referring to Jesus, who will baptise with the Holy Ghost and with fire.

Just as John prepared the way for Jesus, so we must continue to prepare the way for Jesus even today by fulfilling the Great Commission. Indeed, the Lord is calling sons and daughters who seek no recognition, award, reward, praise or applause like John. For such are days again for those who have a true heart of the Kingdom are and will cry repent, for indeed the coming of the Lord is upon us! For such sons and daughters of the Kingdom are and will prepare the way of the Lord. They shall make straight the paths of the Lord! They shall declare His Holiness, His Righteousness and they shall not shy away from the cross, mock the Blood for they are sold out, they are ready, they are willing and they have bent their knee to the true Lord and King.

They shall remain standing in the storm, they shall remain standing when the mountains shake, and they shall remain standing when the world flees to hide from the majesty of the Lord! For those who speak in His Voice know it is not about them, but about the Lord! It is not about their pleasure, their gain, their truth, their plans, their dreams, but it is about the plan, purpose and the truth of the everlasting Kingdom!

At one time, the Lord said unto me that there are many like John the Baptist who, for a while and a season, have been in the wilderness, crying out, struggling, suffering, sacrificing and hoping for a better day. For those who remain true to their calling and mandate shall surely walk in its completion and fulfilment, said the Lord.

Let us understand that John the Baptist was around 30 years of age until his simple calling was finally realised. Can we imagine how long he must have wandered the wilderness, crying out, yet nobody heard him? Yet in this time, out of season, he remained loyal to his calling and purpose. There was no one to comport him, to exhort him, to praise him, to reward him – no, he kept true to his calling in and out of season. How the Lord calls for a people who will seek obedience to their calling more than the reward, more than any praise or recognition! John lived on wild honey and locust to survive – yet for his obedience, he was rewarded not with great wealth, but he was rewarded with great praise from the Lord Himself!

The Lord seeks those who, like John, sacrificed it all, who lost themselves for the sake of His Glory and laid it all down to gain the great honour of beholding the Lord in His Glory. For John’s obedience, toiling for years in the wilderness, he was allowed to baptise Jesus Himself! Yes, there is a great reward for those who seek the Lord above all, no matter the cost or the price. The Lord calls for dedication, perseverance and endurance in faith.

To understand, John came proclaiming the truth of the Kingdom – not the truth of any church or of man. It was the message from the King Himself. The Lord is raising up those who speak with the heart of the Kingdom and who speak the message of the King. This is not a message that will glorify any church group or denomination, but a message that glorifies God and that will raise up the Bride out of the ashes of religion and man-made mediocrity, tradition and culture. It is they who walk in His glory, and who seek not to own glory. It is they who seek the treasures of heaven, not the riches of the earth. It is they who move in the Spirit, who are led by the Spirit and who fear not man but they fear God.

John was not a rich man. He was not adorned. He did not live in a luxury house. His ministry was only for a short while, but during all the trials, he remained faithful. For he understood the Kingdom is not of wealth, prosperity, riches, fame, popularity, self-enrichment of self-glorification, but the Kingdom is about the Lamb who died for all to be saved, and he knew this was a Kingdom of power that will set free those who believe from the tyranny of darkness here on earth and forever more! The Gospel is the truth of the eternal King, who has laid down His life so that all who believe will be saved.

This is the Kingdom!  This is the Gospel for which John died and he defended. The Gospel of the Kingdom that Jesus preached. A Kingdom Gospel of life. Not a gospel of buildings, of status, of appraisal, or religion, of agendas, no, it was the Gospel of a King that would shed His Blood so that mankind may be free from its fallen ways and from the ways of the devil.

For this Gospel, John braved the wilderness – alone and for a long time. He lived in solitude and he lived by eating locusts and honey because he was consumed by the Gospel of the Kingdom. He knew his purpose and was driven by nothing else.

What does the Kingdom mean to us? Is it a Gospel that we will die for, no matter the cost or the sacrifice, or is this a mere Gospel of self-gratification, of self-accumulation and self-worth? God is raising up men like John the Baptist who lived for nothing else but the King of Heaven, and he lived for nothing else than the truth of such a Gospel. God is raising up men and women with the singular vision and determination of John. They will not back down. They do not seek to be pampered. They realise this is not about fortune, fame or riches. They make only speak to a few, and their ministry may be short lived, but they know it is about faithfulness, obedience and their love for the King!

For John lived a humble life, so the Lord calls for humility, He calls for sacrifice, He calls for an utmost dedication, for our God is an all-consuming fire and He is a jealous God! We are all called to be active in the Kingdom of God, fulfilling the Great Commission. We are all called to be disciples of God, and we all have a calling and have been empowered with gifts and abilities to establish the Kingdom of God in the hearts of men.

We are all called to administer the Word in some other form or capacity, which forms our calling and mandates as ministers within the Kingdom of God. Not all will be called to preach and teach on a regular basis, but we must all be willing and ready to proclaim the Good News, make disciples, baptise new disciples, lay hands on the sick and even administer deliverance. We are called to be active in the spiritual gifts to play our part in the Body that functions as one unit, with Jesus being the head. 

But in order for us to represent the eternal Kingdom, we must surely know what the Kingdom is. For the Kingdom is about glorifying one King, obeying one King and submitting to one King. Jesus said He is the Way, Truth and Life. There is no other way and no other king. God’s idea has always been for the ecclesia – a group of believers who function as a royal priesthood – to go into the world and proclaim the culture, interests and values of the Kingdom! It has always been God’s intention for those who follow Him – ambassadors of the eternal kingdom – to establish God’s customs, culture and ways in the world. Is this not the Great Commission?

We are to lead people to submit to only one King – our Lord Jesus. It is because of our traditions, legalisms and customs defined by religion that we struggle to walk in the power and glory of God, for we have not been ambassadors of His Kingdoms but have tried to be ambassadors of churches. We are called in Matthew 8:33 to first seek the Kingdom of God and His righteousness. Why? Because we are called to be ambassadors, officially representing the Kingdom on earth! Authority rests with the true King, and not in churches. It rests in the Name of Jesus, and those who truly follow Him walk in His authority. All other authority is false and counterfeit.

And the Kingdom of God is all about the Good News. At times, we forget that who we represent is good and glorious! We are called to be promoters and defenders of such glorious truth that there is salvation in Christ and in Christ alone! Isaiah 52:7 says, “How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who bring good news, who proclaim peace, who bring good tidings, who proclaim salvation, who say to Zion, “Your God reigns!” We are thus representatives of a Kingdom that promotes peace that offers true love, hope and joy! This we must never forget. But this is also a Kingdom of morals, truths, purity and holiness. For in Christ, there is goodness and eternal redemption, and thus we must be ambassadors of sharing such Good News to all who wish to hear.

Jesus did not come to teach mankind about worldly ambition, about fame or success or riches or wealth, but He came to teach and show the truth about Himself, about spiritual wealth, about the everlasting importance and lifeblood of the Kingdom and He came to present the hard reality of how we should live as ambassadors of the Kingdom. Jesus did not compromise with the world. Truth is truth. He spoke about the narrow road, He spoke about how hating one’s brother is just like murder, He spoke about being clean inside and He spoke about the importance of having faith in the living God and not having faith in man and earthly treasures.

In Matthew 13, Jesus said: “44 “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a man found it, he hid it again, and then in his joy went and sold all he had and bought that field. 45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine pearls. 46 When he found one of great value, he went away and sold everything he had and bought it.” Jesus always promoted that the Kingdom of God holds the true treasure of eternal value and worth. And so it says in “Matthew 6: 19 Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and vermin destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. 20 But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moths and vermin do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” We must be ambassadors of such a treasure and truth.

It says in “2 Corinthians 5: And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. 20We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ's behalf: Be reconciled to God. 21God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.” To be an ambassador means you are acting as a representative of a certain country, nation or kingdom. In a spiritual sense, Paul reminds us that when we are redeemed by the Blood of Jesus, we are ambassadors of the Kingdom of God. Once you are such an ambassador, you carry a spiritual passport showing that you are a citizen of the Kingdom of Heaven.

For so it is written in “Philippians 3: 20But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Saviour from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21who, by the power that enables him to bring everything under his control, will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body.” It also says in “Ephesians 2: 18For through him we both have access to the Father by one Spirit. 19Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God's people and members of God's household, 20built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone.”

We carry a passport to the Kingdom of God once we become a citizen of heaven by the Blood of Jesus. Otherwise, the passport we carry, along with our ticket, will lead us to a destination where we are for an eternity separated from God. Truly, once we come to Jesus and follow Him and His teachings, the Lord issues us with this passport, for He is the authority by which all things are governed. And the Blood of Jesus and the coming of the Spirit have sealed our entrance to a glorious Kingdom. And indeed, let us be mindful that as a ticket and a passport holder to the Kingdom of the Lord are called to act as citizens and ambassadors of the true King. In word, deed and thought, we are called to be His representatives, and we are called to declare the Gospel to those who are still uncertain about their destination.

We are ultimately called to be ambassadors of the Kingdom, not the church, with church in this context being man-made structures and traditions. Consider how a church organisation operates compared to the Kingdom. The church speaks of discipleship in terms of formal training, attending programmes and ordination. The Kingdom speaks nothing of such rigid training. Jesus showed true discipleship – one-on-one mentoring under the power of
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