
 
  AUTHOR’S NOTE


  One of the points of this book is the importance of that quintessentially human quality called altruism, even in the face of danger. To save a life, someone must find as quickly as possible any bear-attack victim who has been dragged away. The dragging away is itself predictive of predatory behavior, as opposed to a hiker surprising a sow bear who attacks to protect her cubs. In Julie Helgeson’s tragedy (chapter 1, “Finding Julie”), four and a half hours elapsed from the time of the attack and finding her alive to when she was pronounced dead, despite the heroic efforts of three doctors and a nurse at Granite Park Chalet. To not go as quickly as possible to try to locate the victim is to sentence that person to the possible fate of being consumed alive.


  I wish to thank former Glacier National Park superintendent Chas Cartwright, and current superintendent Jeff Mow, for their generous transparency in releasing the requested Case Incident Records of bear–human encounters that constitute this book. I also thank their Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) officers, Amy Vanderbilt, Denise Germann, and Lauren Alley, and museum curator Jean Tabbert.


  Each Glacier Park bear–human encounter within this book has a Case Incident Record identified by number, which includes all relevant information gathered at that time.


  For greatest accuracy, I chose to use these original National Park Service archives (and not depend on others’ later interpretations). Events of the time, related by those at that time in first-person narratives, are contained in this book. Any errors or omissions are my own.
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  FINDING JULIE


  1967: THE GRANITE PARK CAMPGROUND GRIZZLY



  Each bear story asks this question: Is it a story about us, or about the bears?


  —DOUGLAS H. CHADWICK, WILDLIFE BIOLOGIST AND CONSERVATIONIST (ON MONTANA PBS’S GLACIER PARK’S NIGHT OF THE GRIZZLIES, SEPTEMBER 28, 2010)




  Two Fatalities on the Same Night



  Fatality Number One: Julie Helgeson


  The Granite Park Campground Grizzly: August 12–13, 1967


  (Three female bears killed, one cub wounded; no bear proven responsible)


  National Park Service–Glacier Park


  Case Incident Record Number 679050 (also listed as A7623)


  Location: Granite Park Campground near Granite Park Chalet


  Date/Time: August 12 to August 13, 1967, 11:45 p.m. to 4:13 a.m.


  (four and a half hours)




  There was a death before dawn, and then a second death at almost the same time, nine and a half miles to the west. Of course, that is nature.


  But at this moment Julie Helgeson was taking in the other side of nature: its beauty. She inhaled deeply atop Glacier Park’s Logan Pass, 6,647 feet high, her gaze on a vista of mountains. The time was early afternoon, August 12, 1967. Your young life goes along, she might have thought, as a Midwestern University freshman, and then suddenly you find yourself here—above timberline at Glacier Park. You’re working at East Glacier Lodge, so you get to spend the whole summer. And now, having found a boyfriend, you can share all that you see and feel.


  What Julie saw here at the Continent’s crown, just below Canada, was a vertical park of mountain peaks, named Glacier Park for the glaciers that moved and carved the landscape. High up on either side of a glacier’s still-moving path, “hanging” valleys lie, their lakes gem colors from pulverized rock—“glacier flour.” Julie had heard Glacier Park called the “Hall of the Mountain King,” because its nights are lit by a white moon above black peaks and a star-strewn sky. And what’s that sound? You may think wolves from Canada are howling, she’d been told, but it’s the wind bringing storms, rain, and hail, even in summer.


  And now the choice was made that may have determined Julie’s fate: to start off on the Highline Trail, a 7.6-mile eyebrow of a footpath that hugged the cliffs above and below, leading to the historic Granite Park Chalet.


  She and her boyfriend Roy Ducat had brought a packsack and two sleeping bags. Perhaps they could sleep on the floor of the Chalet, located deep in the roadless backcountry. But that choice was not possible, as there was no room for them that night.


  Mid-August’s sun heated the thin air at this altitude, and Julie wore cutoff jeans and a yellow shirt, and Roy, denim pants and a short-sleeved shirt. As Julie felt her well-worn brown leather hiking boots drum across the asphalt of Going-to-the-Sun Road, and then relax into the soft earth of the trailhead, she saw that they were not alone. The comfort of other hikers, their smiles and chatter, filled the same route going to the Chalet and coming back. Roy’s black-and-white sneakers left tracks accompanying Julie’s on the trail, and now he paused to take out his Kodak Instamatic camera.


  “Many first-time hikers stop every ten feet to take photos on this hike that scares severe acrophobes with its exposed thousand-foot drop-offs,” writes Becky Lomax in 2009’s Glacier National Park Moon Handbook.



  The trail drops from Logan Pass through a cliff walk above the highway crossing a flowerland that gave the Garden Wall arête its name [“a sharp-edged mountain ridge carved by a glacier”]. At three miles, nearly all of the elevation gain packs into one climb: Haystack Saddle appears to be the top, but it is only halfway. After the high point, the trail drops and swings through several large bowls before passing Bear Valley to reach Granite Park Chalet atop a knoll at 6,680 feet.1




  The term Park in the reference to Granite Park above refers not to a separate park within Glacier, but instead to a “large meadow or grassland area surrounded by trees.” The Granite Park Chalet is situated in an open area ringed with peaks.


  Another man and woman who met Julie and Roy, and slept outside the Chalet near them, were also hiking the Highline Trail. Interviewed at nine a.m. on August 14 by park ranger Riley McClelland, they reported what they had heard on their hike to the Chalet.


  “As I sat on the trail when we were eating lunch,” the young man said, “we met a family who had told us that up at Granite Park there [were] regularly five bears, grizzly bears, that come in every night and, I don’t know whether they said feed on the trash or not.”



  But they said there were five bears up there, and when we told them that we were sleeping out, they said we better not sleep out. At this time I really didn’t believe it because I didn’t think there were that many grizzlys [sic] around. . . .


  This was the first we had heard of any bears. We continued on and arrived at the Chalet; I figure it was approximately 3:00. The first person we saw was the naturalist up there, and first thing she said to us was, “Did we bring our grizzly bear repellent?” And we said, “No,” and laughed. (The naturalist Mr. [redacted] is speaking of is Miss Joan Devereaux, the naturalist stationed at St. Mary [Ranger Station].)



   
  Backcountry chalet users and tent campers had enjoyed Glacier Park for decades, and, until 1967, there was one nighttime terror they did not have to worry about: a fatal attack by a bear. In Glacier, as opposed to Yellowstone National Park, there had been no known bear-caused human fatalities by any bear, grizzly or black, since the Park’s establishment in 1910. In fact, compared to Yellowstone, there were few problem bears causing a nuisance, and few bear-caused injuries to people at all. It was true that over the years in Glacier, an occasional hiker or backcountry camper disappeared, never to be found, but the cause of those disappearances remains a question mark (see chapter 28, “Still Missing and Presumed Dead”).


  But Julie and Roy were not thinking about that. As they hiked on toward the Chalet that Saturday, August 12, a light smoke-haze from several forest fires moved through, but not enough to hide the views. They wanted to make their precious free time pay off by seeing every Glacier sight they could. Julie worked in the East Glacier Lodge laundry, where the work was hot and hard. Roy worked as a busboy in the busy dining room at the same lodge.


  “Glacier Park Employees Need Ride” (see color photo insert) read the hand-lettered sign Julie and Roy held out to passing motorists, hoping one would stop to pick them up. Park rules for employees in 1967 decreed: “No Beatle-type or hippie haircuts.” You even had to phone for permission from your parents to be gone overnight (which Julie had done). Julie and Roy passed muster in that conservative time, and soon, a pickup truck stopped for them, dropping them off here at Logan Pass, where the Highline Trail to the Chalet began.


  The adventure they were about to embark upon, which seemed safe enough to them, had already been enjoyed and recommended to them by their fellow East Glacier Lodge employees. So Julie Helgeson, a freshman at the University of Minnesota, and Roy Ducat, a freshman at Bowling Green State University in Ohio, arrived at the Granite Park Chalet, which sat on a broad bench near the timberline. The two-story stone structure topped a rocky and almost bare setting on a rise, with magnificent mountains looming in the distance. Unfortunately, there was no room at the rustic inn, which featured beds and hot meals.


  Down in a draw darkened by trees was the Granite Park Campground, 500 feet south of the Chalet, past a locked trail crew cabin beside which three other people would camp. There was no one at the hikers’ campground, and Julie and Roy were directed to put down their sleeping bags here, which they did. The campground was only a small cleared area with a few logs to sit on, next to a firepit. You could not even see the Chalet from here.


  “I had no qualms and neither did she about sleeping under the stars, no tent. Nothing to be afraid of,” Roy told interviewers forty-three years later in the 2010 documentary film, Montana PBS’s Glacier Park’s Night of the Grizzlies. (The title comes from the book of the same name by Jack Olsen, published in 1969.) Julie was the girl at the backpackers’ campground, and events would soon involve a second girl asleep under the stars at Trout Lake, nine and a half miles away.


  What happened next, over a period of four and a half hours, is recorded in Glacier Park’s own bear-attack archives as Case Incident Record Number 679050 (also listed as A7623), which contains accounts told by those involved, including rangers, survivors, and witnesses in the moment, and on the scene. For greatest accuracy, this author chose to go to these original Glacier Park sources rather than depend on others’ interpretations. Events related by those at that time are found in this internal Glacier Park investigative file, released to this author under Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) requests honored by Glacier Park personnel.


  This is the story these documents tell. Survivor Roy Ducat speaks first, interviewed by an FBI agent and the Park’s chief ranger, Ruben O. Hart. The grievously wounded Roy’s interview transcript appears below, and also continues later in this chapter. From Roy’s bedside in the Kalispell, Montana, General Hospital the following day, August 14 (recorded from 10:30 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.), the interviewers wrote, “He [Roy Ducat] stated that on Saturday afternoon, August 12, he started out on a trip with Julie M. Helgeson from East Glacier Lodge. They were both employees at the Lodge.”



  They intended to go to Granite Park and stay overnight. Neither person had been to this location before, but heard about the trip from fellow employees.


  The two hitchhiked from East Glacier, starting at 2 p.m. and arriving at Logan Pass at 3:30 p.m. They each had a sleeping bag. Roy had, in addition, a packsack to carry lunches and a few personal items. Prior to departing they each had a large sack lunch packed for this trip.


  Leaving Logan Pass they hiked on the Highline Trail to Granite Park Chalet and arrived there at about 7 p.m. After staying a few minutes, they proceeded to hunt for the hikers’ camping area. They left their sleeping bags and packsack at the Chalet.


  En route to the camping area they saw three other persons (a married couple and a solo boy) who were camping out in the area near the trail [crew] cabin. The trail [crew] cabin was locked. Roy asked them where the camping area was located. One of the three said that there is a regular camping area and pointed in the direction of the site. Roy and Julie hiked over to the regular camping area. He said he saw a campground sign on the ground. The site had several logs for a fire and a fire pit. They then returned to the Chalet to get their sleeping bags and backpack and remained there until 8 p.m.


  Roy noticed fresh garbage in the gully near the Chalet. He stated that he had previous knowledge from fellow employees before making the trip, about bears frequenting the Granite Park Chalet area.



   
  “Five grizzly bears come in there every night,” the young married couple—who camped that night beside the locked trail crew cabin above Julie and Roy—told park personnel. They were interviewed the next day, August 13, 1967. Fellow hikers on the Highline Trail had told the young couple about the “bear situation” at Granite Park Chalet, and how grizzlies were there every night, devouring garbage. The young man continued:



  But when we, as I said, when we got up there, we did find that garbage was put out every night for the bears to eat and that the bears regularly did come every night. . . . After we ate in the campground, we brought our garbage back up to the Chalet, and at this time, we did see that the garbage was put out for the bears in the small ravine to the west.


  (Question: How far from the Chalet?)


  It was approximately 250 feet from the Chalet.




  Now dark came, and with it the night of the grizzly bear attack. The young ranger-naturalist Joan Devereaux occupied a first-floor room at the Granite Park Chalet, which provided beds and hot food for its guests. On this night, the Chalet was overcrowded with guests. The cost was $12.50 per person, including three meals, so for Julie and Roy, the cost would have been $25, even if all they were doing was sleeping on the already-full floor space. In 1967, not all campers arriving at the Chalet may have been able to afford this amount.


  From the trailhead, Devereaux had led a group of twenty-five park visitors, ages eight to sixty-five, to the Granite Park Chalet. There were so many guests at the Chalet that mattresses had to be laid out on the floor. All told, there were seventy people in the area.


  “Due to a recent large number of fires,” [Devereaux] told her interviewer, ranger-naturalist B. Riley McClelland, at 1:00 p.m. on August 14, “I was sent into Granite Park Chalet as replacement for Fred Goodsell. This was a trip I had made by myself previously, and the first trip I had made with a group of visitors from the Park.” She described the trip to the Chalet:



  We started from Logan Pass at 9:00 a.m. on schedule. The whole trip in was one that was quite normal, no incidents, the usual marmots and flowers, etc., eating lunch at about 12:00 and then winding up at the Chalet at about 1:15. The group was about 25 in number. The afternoon at the Chalet was spent rather quietly. People were rather tired and were not interested in going out to the Grinnell Overlook. And so we sat around and watched the smoke from the surrounding fires and sort of relaxed and basked in the sun. The day went quite normal and quiet and when the afternoon and evening came along, and the attraction to the Park—Chalet, rather—came in as usual: the bear appearing in the evening at about 9:30, and the second one perhaps a half an hour later; and after having sung and fed the people, we all settled down and went to bed around 10:30.


  A young couple came up to me when they had arrived at the Chalet, [and] asked me where the overnight camping was. I pointed down the hill to the trail crew cabin [which was locked] and jokingly asked them if they brought their grizzly bear repellent with them. They smiled and said “No.” Then I explained that while this was a grizzly bear area, [. . .] they were free to camp there at their own risk. Another young man came up, but I didn’t have any conversation with him. I understood he was camping down there. The second couple [Julie Helgeson and Roy Ducat] I had no idea was camping down there; I didn’t see them all evening, not until the incident occurred.


  The Chalet concession workers had a habit of separating their garbage in order to attract bears to the area; they put this in a place 100 yards from the Chalet in the clearing where the bears could easily be seen when they came in to feed. I was kind of shocked by this; I didn’t see them make any attempt to burn this. I understand they do have an incinerator up there.


  The bears came in on schedule. It was explained to the [guests] by the people who worked up there that these—that the first one was a black bear, I mean a brown grizzly, a large one, probably 500-plus pounds, and the second one was a silvertip, a little larger than the blackish one. These were the only two bears we saw in the evening. It was relayed to me by the young man who works up there that there is a third bear that comes in the morning and about midnight. This is a sow with a pair of cubs and she is apparently quite bold and not frightened by much of anything. The evening was brought to a close and the people retired at about 10:30. . . .


  The night had been a very beautiful one. There was a half moon, the sky was clear except for the haze created by the smoke, sunset was very, very colorful, very red, again reflecting the smoke in the area.


  There were a few small fires that could be seen around the area. Other than that, the air was very calm, and very still; and the night was, again, a very beautiful one.


  This, putting us to bed and everyone else to bed, finally everything was quiet until about 12:45, when the screams were heard by people in the Chalet. The daughter of one of the doctors [name redacted] heard this and woke her family and the word was brought downstairs to the Chalet employees and myself. . . .




[image: This photo shows Julie Helgeson’s campsite at Granite Park Campground, where in the middle of the night a bear attacked Julie and her friend, knocking them out of their sleeping bags and then dragging Julie away. PHOTO FROM CASE INCIDENT RECORD NUMBERS 679050 AND A7623]


This photo shows Julie Helgeson’s campsite at Granite Park Campground, where in the middle of the night a bear attacked Julie and her friend, knocking them out of their sleeping bags and then dragging Julie away.


  PHOTO FROM CASE INCIDENT RECORD NUMBERS 679050 AND A7623


  What was happening to Julie and Roy down in the draw at the Granite Park Campground, where they had been sleeping alone?


  “We had not seen any bears,” the severely injured Roy Ducat told his interviewers at his bedside at the Kalispell General Hospital. The FBI agent and the chief park ranger wrote in their report that “At approximately 8:00 p.m. they [Julie and Roy] left the Chalet area for the camping area with the sleeping bags and packsack.”



  Upon returning to the camping site they ate part of their sack lunches, finishing about 9 p.m. They had a couple of sandwiches left over which [Roy] cached under a log about 200 yards from their camping site. Roy said that he had a candy bar in his packsack. The two remained in the camping site and prepared for the overnight stay. The old thin bag was laid down on the ground while the other was placed on the top for a cover. At dark they got into bed with their clothes on except for hiking boots. He was wearing blue denim pants and a short-sleeved shirt. She was wearing cutoff jeans and a blouse. The packsack was placed within reach of the bed.


  After talking for awhile, they fell asleep. Roy remembered being awakened once by a small animal which he described as a squirrel. It was running around in the immediate area of the bed. After being awakened by the squirrel, Roy got up and went over to the nearby stream to get a drink of water. He then retired again.


  Roy stated that he had not seen any bears either during the day or on this evening before retiring. I asked Roy if he knew the difference between a black bear and a grizzly and whether he had seen them before in his lifetime. He said he had seen black bears in Yellowstone National Park and one black bear in the Lake McDonald area, Glacier National Park. To his knowledge, he had never seen a grizzly. . . .


  Roy stated that he again fell asleep. While in a sound sleep he remembers being awakened by Julie, who was on his right.


  She told him to pretend he was dead.


  Suddenly he and Julie were knocked about five feet outside of the sleeping bags by a blow. He was on his stomach facing down. Julie was about two feet away. The bear “gnawed” into his right shoulder. He made every effort to remain still and kept his eyes closed. The bear went to Julie and chewed on her but then returned and chewed on his left arm and on the back of both legs near his buttocks, but he did not once utter a sound.


  The bear returned to Julie, at which time he could hear bones crunching when the bear chewed on her. He recalled he had heard her say, “It hurts,” on two occasions. She yelled “Someone help us.” She started to scream. Roy heard the bear dragging her away rapidly down the hill. All the time she continued to scream. Her voice faded away as though the bear were dragging her rapidly for a considerable distance.


  Roy jumped up and ran over to the area where the other three campers were staying. He recalled stumbling over objects en route.


  I [interviewer] asked him at this time how he knew it was a bear. He said that he kept his eyes closed at all times except once, when he distinguished a faint outline of a bear in the darkness.


  This animal also had a distinct bear odor. At no time did he hear any other animal in the area where this animal was attacking. It was obviously one bear.


  The one glimpse he got of the bear revealed it was on all fours. Roy recalled that the bear braced his feet on [Roy’s] back once when it was chewing on him.


  After reaching the area where the other campers were located, [Roy] awakened the person sleeping in a blue sleeping bag. He did not recall whether the other two persons were awake at this time.




  “Help me, help me,” someone was screaming. The husband of the couple camping near the locked trail crew cabin described this to his interviewers:



  Mr. [redacted]: That night, it was a very clear night, no wind, very calm and [not] overcast; it was completely clear. The moon was very bright that night, being as it was so clear. We did not see the couple return to their campsite; however, we saw [the other boy] come down, and this was probably around 10:00 or 10:30. This is all; we must have fallen asleep at that time and didn’t wake up until we heard the screaming. . . . I heard words clearly, and the main words I heard were just “Help me, help me.” Someone was yelling this over and over again. I told the ranger that night that I thought I heard [the victim] say “Mommy, help me,” over and over. People in the Chalet said they heard her yelling “He’s stabbing me.” [. . .]


  The screaming, I thought that somebody had come into [the] campsite after dark and we hadn’t seen them, because it sounded to me like a very young girl screaming, and I thought that some little girl in the campsite was having a nightmare, and this is maybe where I got the “Mommy,” I don’t know. But then, this screaming went on, it seemed like for a long time, it was probably about a minute and a half or two minutes, and it seemed to get farther and farther away and die down and finally it reached a crescendo and went down from there and finally was stopped. . . .



  
[image: An armed ranger points out the location west of Granite Park Campground where searchers found bear attack victim Julie Helgeson. She was still alive. PHOTO FROM CASE INCIDENT RECORD NUMBERS 679050 AND A7623]


  An armed ranger points out the location west of Granite Park Campground where searchers found bear attack victim Julie Helgeson. She was still alive.


  PHOTO FROM CASE INCIDENT RECORD NUMBERS 679050 AND A7623

  

  We didn’t know what to do, we were just sitting up in our sleeping bags, perfectly still and just looking at each other, and then we heard some rustling, and the boy [Roy] who had been camped down below came up to [redacted] campsite and heard them saying something, and I didn’t know what they were saying; I couldn’t hear them.


  Mrs. [redacted]: He kept saying “A bear, a bear.”


  [The husband]: I guess we heard him say a bear. We didn’t know what had happened, and then [he] said that the boy asked him if we were still in the campsite and if we were, he wanted to come up and tell us. And so they both came up to our campsite and told us. We immediately, apparently grabbed our boots and our clothes, as much as we could, and then I grabbed a flashlight, and before we had gone to bed, I forgot to mention this, [she] had said “What happens if we see a bear?” I said, “The only place around here to go is to climb up to the top of the trail cabin.”


  As soon as they came up and told us, the boy told us that the bear had grabbed the girl and taken her away. . . . On our way to the trail cabin [to get on top], I think the boy [Roy] said he was cold, or something, and [redacted] said, “Run get our sleeping bags.” I said [redacted], get your sleeping bag around him; so he got his sleeping bag around him, and the boy lay down on the sleeping bag. [Name redacted] and I climbed up to the top of the trail cabin and shined our flashlight around the immediate area to see if the bear was still around. I didn’t know anything about what would happen, or anything. [The other boy] stayed down. Let’s see, we shined the flashlight around the area to make sure the bear was gone, or if we could see the bear or see what was happening.


  And then, I think by this time, the [people at the] Chalet had also heard the screams, and we saw a light at the Chalet from the top of the cabin. The campground is down in another draw; it is down in a low area that contains both of these streams, and you can’t see the Chalet from the campground area. But we saw it from the top of the cabin; and as soon as we saw that light, we started signaling to them, signals of three flashes over and over again.




  “Fourteen people went down to the area,” naturalist Joan Devereaux continued in her interview with park officials, adding:



  After quickly getting dressed, I called for the radio and I turned it on and waited for it to warm up and then a party of about 14, mostly men and two or three girl employees and myself, went down to the area. We were being signaled by loud cries from three of the people who were camping down there, and by flashlights. It was very obvious that there was some difficulty down there, so we headed down. We moved quite rapidly. We reached the scene at about 1:05 [a.m.] and discovered immediately the young boy laying there.


  He had been placed in a sleeping bag by one of the young men back up there with him. We were informed then that there might be another person and he started mumbling and moaning about the girl having been dragged off.


  I immediately began talking over the radio to the west side and the fire cache area over there. After several attempts the word came through and they began to understand what we were talking about, and I radioed in that we had an emergency—that there was some bear damage and it was very critical. [I] informed them that there were two doctors at the place, and all we needed at the present was a helicopter to get these people out because this person I had seen [. . .] it was serious, and that the doctors felt that this was more important than bringing any surgical equipment up. They did ask, though, for a transfusion apparatus, plasma, if not, preferably whole blood; and also for some morphine or some pain killer and perhaps some more gauze, etc., since there was no first-aid equipment at all up at the Chalet [as stated in report], and what I had was definitely not adequate to take care of this type of a wound.




  “Find Julie, find Julie!” the badly injured Roy Ducat kept pleading to his rescuers. He was clearly in shock. Park officials continue their account of Roy’s interview after the attack:



  [Roy] remembered asking these people to find “her,” meaning Julie, and to scare the bear away. One of the campers had him lay down on the sleeping bag. These people yelled toward the Chalet: “Bear—bring lights and [a] gun.” Several people came from the Chalet. They placed a sleeping bag on a bedspring and hauled [Roy] to the Chalet. One of the men from the Chalet said he was a doctor; another said he was a surgeon.


  Roy was placed on a table in the Chalet and first aid was rendered by the surgeon. Roy remembered being conscious throughout the entire ordeal. He also emphasized that he remained silent all the time during the attack.


  Throughout the interview we directed the questions and Roy answered to each. He appeared to be very stable emotionally, and was cooperative in relaying details in the incident. We thanked him for the information and wished him a speedy recovery.


  —Ruben O. Hart, chief park ranger




  “The young man was quite damaged,” ranger-naturalist Devereaux continued in her interview. She described some of his injuries:



  He himself had . . . two compound fractures of the left arm, multiple deep lacerations of his back, both legs, sparingly on the chest, abdomen, and head. He was in initial shock; his condition was generally fair. We returned to the Chalet, the remainder of the party, and all of us, having placed the young man on one of the bedsprings that was found down there to use as a stretcher in order to get him back up. This was near the trail crew cabin. We were fortunate that there were some old beds there that we could use for a stretcher. We returned to the Chalet, still not quite sure about the young girl, whether she was really there, or anything about it. After returning, the boy mumbled more and we were definitely positive. We talked to the young couple, and a boy was down there, and it became clear there was another person involved, and I began to try to get people organized to go look for her.


  At this time it came over the radio that a helicopter would be in in about 20 minutes, so we had to delay the search for her in order to go out there and build enough light in the form of fires to bring the helicopter in. The layout for the landing was behind the second housing facility on toward Logan [Pass]. There is a clearing out there where the helicopter pilot had previously brought in some refrigerators. We set four fires in a cross-type position in order to give him some direction. Everybody with all available flashlights formed a circle in between all of these, and particularly, we used two Coleman lanterns to light up two stakes we couldn’t get out of the ground for fear he would run into them. The ’copter came promptly [to] the area.


  The doctors were working with the young boy, doing what they could, not doing much really of anything, because they didn’t have the proper equipment and felt that he was better off just being left alone. The ’copter landed after having been given directions with the aid of a young man up there. One of the visitors who had worked with ’copters before helped me bring the helicopter in. We were giving him wind direction and everything, had things all set up. . . .


  The landing was quite difficult and the area without the lights was exceedingly black since the moon had gone down by this time, and all the light that was coming out was starlight, and definitely not enough to land anything in this type of situation. . . .


  Mr. Bunney [a Glacier Park Law Enforcement Ranger] arrived and I was quite relieved to see he had brought, as I had requested, a gun with him. This added to the moral[e] of the people who were with me. After he came down and we got the boy back into the ’copter in order to send him out right away, communications and requests were made to West Glacier that they call the Flathead Airport [where] the ’copter was to land, and request a doctor and an ambulance meet the ’copter.



   
  “Find Julie! Find Julie!” Roy Ducat had said to the first person he aroused from sleep, and again and again to his rescuers. Later, there would be controversy surrounding not only the practice of feeding garbage to grizzly bears, but also whether search parties should have been sent out more quickly to help find Julie—especially given the large number of people present in the nearby Granite Park Chalet, and the total of seventy people in the area. (Although none of these people were
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  Summary of Grizzly Bears in Granite Park Chalet Area in August, 1967



	


	Brown-black silvertip female—killed.


	Dark silvertip with cubs—last seen 1 mile SE of Chalet at 6:30 p.m. on Sunday, August 13.


	Dark gray female with two 8-month[-old] cubs—killed. Two cubs still in area, with one wounded around mouth. Cubs last seen at 10:45 a.m. [on] Wednesday, August 16, in basin, SE of Chalet.


	 Buckskin-colored yearling or two-year-old. Not seen by hunting party. Last seen at Chalet area about ten days prior to August 13.




  

  Was the Killer Bear [at Granite Park] Destroyed?



  



  

[image: After Julie Helgeson’s fatality, rangers shot this adult female grizzly and dragged the carcass on a wooden sled from Granite Park to a helicopter, for transport to West Glacier Park Headquarters. PHOTO FROM CASE INCIDENT RECORD NUMBERS 679050 AND A7623]
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	Excessive heat making bears cranky.


	Lightning exciting the bears.


	Lack of huckleberries and other natural food.


	Stored food of the victims.


	The fact that [Helgeson] was menstruating, or nearly so, thus inciting female bears to attack a “rival,” or some other reason.


	Possibly perfume or other cosmetics attracted the animals.


	The fact that most recorded attacks are by females may be significant, even if no cubs are present.




  


	Female sweatshirt, torn in many places and extremely bloody.


	Brassiere, which was also bloody.


	One portion of bra strap was found about 15 feet along path above final resting place.




  


	One yellow blouse. It was torn in many places and apparently cut with scissors by the doctor, who removed the article. It was covered with blood over approximately one-half of the material.


	Cutoff jeans. This article contained numerous tears and holes. It was also cut by scissors, apparently by the doctor who removed the article. This article was covered with blood.




  


	1 Blue Jacket


	1 Pillow Case


	1 pair Wrangler Jeans


	1 pair Brown Hiking Boots


	1 Pink Sweater


	1 coin purse containing $2


	Hair Cover (White)


	Tooth Brush and Tooth Paste


	2 Tampax


	Mirror and Comb


	Lipstick


	1 Hair Clip




  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  


  

  

  



  

  

  

  


 
  AFTERWORD


  When spring comes again to Glacier National Park, the glaciers begin to melt. All beings strive for life, including people and bears. Every bear and every person has a story, which needs to be respected.


  We have not forgotten Julie Helgeson and Michele Koons, who died that night in 1967. We honor their loved ones, family, and friends. We also have not forgotten Glacier Park’s other known bear-caused fatalities: Mary Pat Mahoney, Jane Ammerman, Kim Eberly, Larry Gordon, Chuck Gibbs, Gary Goeden, John Petranyi, Craig Dahl, and Brad Treat.


  We remember those who were injured but survived in the struggle of people and bears to coexist. We remember that bears are mortal too.


  Montana Public Radio reported on November 21, 2018, that the year 2018 was the “deadliest year on record for Montana bears since scientists started keeping track. . . . [There were] 51 [now 52] known and probable documented mortalities of grizzly bears in the NCDE [Northern Continental Divide Ecosystem], the huge swath of land in and around Glacier NationalPark.”64 In addition to mortality due to age, injuries, and disease, grizzlies are euthanized for property damage, livestock predation, injuries to humans, and being habituated to humans. Grizzlies also die when hit by vehicles and trains, and in occasional accidents involving grizzly research projects and management operations such as relocation.


  Each of us in the public can decide whether to do nothing, to do something to better safeguard people, and/or to preserve the grizzlies of Glacier Park. We can also educate ourselves on these issues, and practice, embody, and show others the Glacier Park guidelines for safer travel in bear country.


  When thinking about preservation in general, consider this: “If we take a step back from wherever we sit at this moment in time, we see the Blackfeet and the Kootenais at the edges of Glacier National Park,” concludes the book, People Before the Park. “But Glacier National Park, like the tribal homelands surrounding it, is also a remnant.”65 A remnant is defined as what remains behind. A Glacier Park media release from April 2019 makes this point: “Glacier National Park was named for the glaciers that carved, sculpted, and formed this landscape millions of years ago. Despite the recession of current glaciers, the Park’s name will not change when the glaciers are gone.” Meanwhile, visitation numbers to Glacier Park are projected to grow. An article in the June 23, 2019, edition of Hungry Horse News makes the point: “Wind, rain, dense fog in spots, and bumper-to-bumper traffic. That’s what it was like as the full length of the Going-to-the-Sun Road opened Sunday morning about 6 a.m.”66 At the same time, Glacier Park rangers are busier than ever. Rangers have experienced a 25 percent increase in calls for service to visitors in 2019, over 2018.


  “Statistics shared by Glacier National Park for one week in July show they responded to about 100 calls for service each day,” the Missoulian reports on September 1, 2019, “or 703 total in one week alone.” Much of Glacier Park is out of cell-phone range, but “ ‘If you call 9-1-1 in the Park, you will get a ranger,’ says Micah Alley, the ranger operations coordinator for the Park. Rangers retrieve locked keys in vehicles. They help change flat tires. Stranded at a trailhead? They’ll get you back to your vehicle. They’ll ticket you for leaving food or campsites unattended. They’ll adjudicate disputes over parking spots. They’ll race into the wild country to search for lost hikers. They’ll recover drowning victims, which is one of the leading causes of death in the park. They’ll arrest protagonists in domestic violence encounters. They’ll haze bears. They’ll carry people out of the backcountry on litters. They’ll go in search of human-habituated grizzlies.”67


  People from all over the world come to Glacier National Park to experience and enjoy the wildlife and natural beauty. This affection may help to preserve Glacier Park long after the glaciers are gone.


  Are grizzly bears a remnant?


  “I want to at least hope that when the clock ticks into the next millennium,” writes Montana author Roland Cheek, “that the children’s children of my children can still find an occasional grizzly bear in Glacier.”68


  Can people and bears coexist?


  In Glacier Park, as the arc of the year turns from spring to summer, fall to winter, the question remains.
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