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      Ethiopia emerges in these pages as a chronicle that does not distinguish between origin and destination, between sacred relic and collective memory. Its geography—plateaus that cut through the sky, valleys that hold rivers and lakes—is not simply a backdrop, but a living archive of an identity that has managed to sustain itself through millennia of change.

      This book proposes a journey that begins with the oldest traces of humanity in Afar and the continuity of human occupation that unfolds over time like a constellation of encounters: agricultural and pastoral communities that gave way to kingdoms that connected continents, markets that linked the Mediterranean with the Indian Ocean, and knowledge that was embraced without losing its own memory.

      In this narrative, the figure of Makeda, Queen of Sheba, appears as the key to a civilization that feeds on wisdom and an alliance that transcends borders. Her lineage illuminates the Solomonic dynasty and places Ethiopia at a crossroads of biblical, African, and Mediterranean traditions, where authority is legitimized by a shared understanding of justice, knowledge, and continuity. Menelek I, son of that union, personifies the idea of sovereignty sustained by a sacred covenant, and the Ark of the Covenant, moved to Axum, stands as a symbol of a nation that takes its destiny into its own hands: to safeguard a legacy that intertwines the divine and the human.

      Without losing sight of its biblical roots, the book also explores the religious dimension of Ethiopia: the enduring presence of Judaism in Beta Israel, the configuration of an indigenous Christianity that dialogues with earlier Jewish traditions, and the liturgical life that shapes a national identity.

      These layers coexist in festivities, liturgies, monasteries, and a memory that is renewed with each generation. At the same time, it addresses the contemporary resonance of these stories:

      
        
        From the popular fascination with the Ark in global culture and academic debates about its location and meaning, to the way in which sacred memory nourishes the arts, music, and the urban landscape.

      

      

      This introduction invites us to view Ethiopia as a crossroads where faith, history, and identity sustain each other. A nation that, through its landscape and its stories, continues to challenge the world: what does it mean to be the guardian of a covenant that seems to traverse time without losing its human pulse?
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      Ethiopia, located in the Horn of Africa, emerges in historical memory as one of humanity's oldest storylines. Its origins are intertwined with the vestiges of a past that dates back millions of years, when the first human communities settled on the plains and plateaus of this territory and gradually began to leave traces of their passage.

      This profound journey into the origins unfolds layers of time that show a slow but irrefutable transition: from the communities of hunters and gatherers who joined forces to survive in environments where mountains and plains intersect, to the gestation of more complex societies that, over the centuries, would shape one of the most prominent African civilizations of antiquity.

      In this context, the Afar region is recognized not only for hosting discoveries that shed light on human origins, but also for becoming a setting where notions of identity and belonging that would transcend generations were consolidated.

      Among the fossil evidence supporting the antiquity of human presence in Ethiopia, the name Lucy resonates as a symbol of a distant past. Found in the Afar region and described as an exceptional skeleton of Australopithecus afarensis, Lucy communicated to the world the idea that the human trajectory in Africa has deep roots dating back millions of years. This discovery, made in the context of paleontological exploration that has advanced with rigorous methodology, offers powerful evidence of the long continuity of human occupation in these lands.

      This is not an isolated piece of information, but rather a constellation of evidence that, taken together, allows us to understand that Ethiopia is not, suddenly, a point of arrival, but rather an early crossroads where evolutionary, technological, and social processes converged, laying the foundations for later identities.

      Throughout ancient civilizations, Ethiopia took decisive steps toward building more stable socioeconomic structures. In the plains and mountainous areas of the highlands, groups began to organize, first as agricultural and pastoral communities that learned to respond to a challenging landscape, and then as historical actors capable of establishing kingdoms that would operate as centers of trade and culture. One such milestone was the development of the kingdom of Aksum, which flourished from approximately the 1st to the 7th centuries CE. Aksum was distinguished not only by its political and military sophistication, but also by its role as a crossroads connecting the Mediterranean with the Indian Ocean.

      These routes carried valuable goods such as ivory, gold, and slaves, which were exchanged for wine, fabrics, and metals from different regions. The Aksumite enclave strove to maintain its own identity and, despite external influences, managed to sustain cultural traditions that remained relevant for centuries.

      The interaction between Ethiopia and its ancient neighbors left a notable mark. Egypt and Nubia exerted influence on the societies emerging on the eastern border, in a region where cultural currents frequently intersected. However, Ethiopia did not merely absorb influences; it developed its own identity, which was affirmed over time through sustained resistance to colonization and a concentrated preservation of traditions that would ultimately become distinctive features.

      The first inhabitants of the territory, organized into communities that combined agricultural life with livestock breeding, learned to adapt their strategies to a terrain with diverse topography:

      
        
          	
        Plateaus that imposed altitude and climate
      

      	
        Valleys that offered fertility
      

      	
        Rivers that intertwined the regions
      

      

      

      In this process, agriculture and herding became the pillars that sustained the development of settlements and, over time, the construction of more complex social structures. This awakening of collective life shaped a framework that, without losing sight of local roots, opened doors to regional cultural and commercial exchanges.

      
        
        The Ethiopian identity that emerged from these early stages was shaped as much by its geography as by its resilience.

      

      

      The heights of the highlands provided refuge from invasions and external conflicts, facilitating the preservation of practices and knowledge that, in other contexts, might have been lost. For their part, the network of rivers and the mosaic of microclimates encouraged regional diversity that allowed different communities to develop their own agricultural traditions and resource management techniques.

      Within this framework, Ethiopia became a bridge between Africa and the ancient world: a territory that, at the same time, preserved its local authenticity and, through trade and interaction, established links with neighboring cultures and distant civilizations.

      These dynamics not only sustained the communities' economy, but also sowed the seeds of a national identity that would withstand the political and cultural transformations that would come later.

      In this journey through the origins, the role of the natural environment is crucial to understanding Ethiopia's uniqueness. The plateaus, canyons, and Lake Tana, together with the diversity of ecosystems that open up along the Blue Nile, contributed to a social organization based on continuous adaptation.

      
        
        Geography, far from being a mere backdrop, functioned as an engine that drove the economy, the transmission of knowledge, and community cohesion.

      

      

      In this sense, the history of Ethiopia cannot be separated from the way its population interacted with the landscape: learning to cultivate terraces, domesticate plants and animals for different regions, and design trade routes connecting inland areas with distant ports and markets. This web of actions and decisions shaped a civilization that, despite pressure from external forces, was able to sustain its own trajectory.

      The influence of Egypt and Nubia, as well as the reconfiguration of trade networks, left traces that, while directly manifested in the emergence of urban centers and exchange systems, are also more subtly manifested in the worldview and cultural practices of the population. Throughout its early history, Ethiopia showed a remarkable ability to preserve traditions that nurtured an identity that would later be evident in social organization and in the construction of narratives that would give meaning to the continuity of its people amid external changes.

      This process was not linear: it faced challenges, contradictions, and adaptations that ultimately strengthened the idea of a nation that, from its foundations, recognizes itself as a crossroads between continents and cultures.

      The Aksum dynasty, in particular, offers a clear example of how a civilization can impose its presence on a network of exchanges spanning sea and land. Its achievements in trade, its ability to forge alliances, and its development of monumental iconography, such as the obelisks that bear witness to its ambition and administrative skill, reveal a degree of organization that was extraordinary for its time.

      
        
        In architecture, urban planning, and monetary economy, Ethiopia showed early signs of a political identity that, far from being merely peripheral, was at the center of the region's trade routes and cultural dynamics.

      

      

      This achievement was not limited to a specific period; on the contrary, it left a legacy that can be seen in the continuity of traditions, languages, and practices that have withstood the erosion of time and remain relevant to understanding the history of Africa and its relationship with the ancient world.

      As a concrete example, the archaeological evidence and historical memory of Adulis, the port of the Axumite dynasty, allow us to appreciate how the economy of ancient Ethiopia was connected to the Mediterranean basin and the routes to southern Arabia and India. Historical narratives, supported by material findings, indicate that the trade in exotic goods and the flow of ideas influenced daily life, the organization of cities, and the adoption of technical innovations. This scenario tangibly illustrates Ethiopia's ability to integrate external influences without losing its identity.

      In short, exploring Ethiopia's origins and its development throughout ancient civilizations reveals a history of resilience, creativity, and encounter, a history that, beyond its geographical boundaries, projects itself as a legacy that continues to shape the identity of a nation that has transcended the centuries.

      Looking ahead to the immediate future of this chapter, it is possible to see how these historical layers connect with the cultural and religious trajectories that will unfold in the following sections. The conversation about the origin of Ethiopia does not end with a date or a series of names: it is, above all, an invitation to understand the coherence between landscape, economy, human movements, and beliefs that, together, have sculpted an identity that persists and reinvents itself.

      In this sense, the analysis of ancient roots not only illuminates a distant past, but also provides keys to understanding the continuous flow of Ethiopian history, its ability to sustain itself in the face of globalization, and its role as a reference point for a heritage that, over millennia, has managed to remain alive in the memory of a people and in the imagination of those who study the history of Africa and the ancient world.

      Ethiopia's geography is not simply a map: it is the matrix that has shaped a cultural identity that resists homogeneity and affirms diversity. The high plateaus that rise like natural walls, the steep canyons, and the vast Lake Tana serve as a backdrop that, over the centuries, has moderated the relationship between people, territory, and memory. This distinctive geography has allowed Ethiopia, at certain moments in history, to isolate itself from other centers of power, not to remain alienated from the world, but to preserve rhythms and traditions that other regions would have absorbed or
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