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Introduction

Opening up an apartment’s floor plan appears to be a desirable home improvement, one that resolves the lack of space and promotes a more casual, family-friendly lifestyle. Open plans seem to have become the “default” layout in both newly designed and refurbished apartments. Could the reason be that they have become a trend or perhaps they are the reflection of a lifestyle that calls for convenience and sociability?

These changes might explain how the kitchen, which for a long time has occupied a separate space in the home, has become the epicenter of family life and entertainment. It shares a large open space with the living and dining areas. Combining these spaces surely makes sense when dealing with limited space. If we think about it, walls, doors, and hallways can take up a considerable amount of floor area. With fewer walls, open floor plans feel larger, allow for more natural lighting, and promote flexible use of space, adapting to the users’ changing needs and living patterns.

This book is a compilation of such cases, where outdated and over-compartmentalized apartments are opened up to facilitate fluid circulation between different parts of the home, to promote social interaction, and to bring natural lighting from the peripheral areas with windows and outdoor spaces deeper into the apartment.

Beginning with an overview of the existing conditions and a wish list of changes, architects, interior designers, and owners bring in their own experiences to point out the challenges faced during remodeling processes, for instance, code issues, structural upgrading, pipework changes, and the inability to fully satisfy the owners’ requirements due to an inadequate budget. Despite the difficulties, the projects included in this book demonstrate that these challenges can be overcome with ingenious design solutions.
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Flour Mill Loft

3,000 sq. ft.

Denver, Colorado, United States
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STUDIO GILD

Photos © David Lauer
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Design team: Jennie Bishop, Kristen Ekeland, and Melissa Benham

www.studiogild.com


	RECONFIGURE THE CORE OF THE LOFT, COMPRISING THE KITCHEN, GUEST BATHROOM, AND LAUNDRY ROOM

	REMODEL MASTER BATHROOM AND MASTER CLOSET

	REFURBISH FIREPLACE





THIS LOFT IS LOCATED ON THE FIFTH FLOOR OF A SIX-STORY FORMER FLOUR MILL. THE BUILDING WAS BUILT IN THE 1920s. IT WAS ABANDONED AT SOME POINT IN THE 1950s. IN THE 1990s, UNDER THREAT OF DEMOLITION, THE BUILDING WAS REFURBISHED FOR RESIDENTIAL USE, AND IS NOW ON THE NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES.



“This project began, primarily, as a full furnishing project with very few architectural enhancements included in our scope of work. The entire process, from conception to end of construction, took nearly a year. Once the last piece of furniture was in place, the client decided it was time to renovate the kitchen and two full bathrooms. This is how phase two got under way. We collaborated with Denver-based architect Robb Studio to reconfigure the core of the loft, which comprises the kitchen, guest bathroom, and laundry room. Also, the master bathroom and a fireplace found new life in this phase.

“The owner enjoyed participating in the process, researching the latest technologies and integrating them into the design of the space when possible. He also enjoyed investigating the best creative solutions when challenges arose. This type of collaboration made the process very inspiring.

“Because our aesthetics meshed so well, the client gave us carte blanche to choose furniture and help design custom millwork pieces.”
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New floor plan



	A.

	Entry hall




	B.

	Master bedroom




	C.

	Walk-in closet




	D.

	Master bathroom




	E.

	Living area




	F.

	Dining area




	G.

	Kitchen




	H.

	Bathroom




	I.

	Office
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Existing floor plan
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Elevation at gallery hall west and foyer west

The imposing La Cage bronze chandelier by Hudson Furniture brightens the entry, a tall and narrow passage flanked with custom dark aniline-dyed ash bookcases by Newell Design.
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West elevation at living area, master bathroom, and master bedroom

[image: image]

[image: image]

The loft retains the original oak flooring, which was refinished in a soft gray tone to create warmth and to harmonize with the concrete columns and ceiling. This combination provides a homogeneous setting, where furniture and artwork throughout take center stage.
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The finished space showcases architectural details crafted with honest materials amid antique graphic rugs and mid-century vintage finds, each full of character and history.
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West elevation at kitchen
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North elevation at kitchen

Close to the wall with tall windows, the kitchen receives abundant natural light. Its design, in line with the industrial character of the loft, features clean lines and sleek surfaces. The cabinetry, made of stained oak and perforated metal panels, is paired with quartzite countertops.
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The master bedroom and bathroom are located off to one side of the entry hall, across from the office, separate from the vast open plan living area. The proportions of these private zones are more intimate, but the design maintains the industrial character of the loft, highlighting exposed HVAC ducting and steel sash windows.
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South elevation at guest bathroom
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South elevation at master bathroom

Enhanced material palette used throughout the loft’s remodel is more evident in areas such as the kitchen and the bathrooms, where the design was taken to a high level of detail.

[image: image]

[image: image]


Credits




Architect: Robb Studio
www.robbstudio.com

Interior Designer: Studio Gild
www.studiogild.com

Appliances and Materials




Appliances: Gaggenau and Sub-Zero

Bathroom fixtures: Vintage claw-foot tub with Grohe fixtures

Bathroom vanity: Custom Shou Sugi Ban with 6-inch carved marble slab sink

Bathroom light fixtures: Bec Brittain and Michael Anastassiades

Dining area furniture: BDDW massive custom chainsaw-charred walnut and bronze wishbone table; chairs by Christian Liaigre and Mark Albrecht Studio; and custom light fixture by Bowles and Linares.

Living area furniture: Poliform Shangai sectional on a vintage rug from Oscar Isberian Rugs; vintage and custom pieces from Newell Design, Milo Baughman, Blackman Cruz, and Pierre Anthony Galleries. Custom island barstools; entry hall’s La Cage chandelier by Hudson Furniture. Leather, suede, horsehair, burl wood, and aged wool dominate the living room.

Kitchen cabinetry: Custom oak and metal by EKD

Kitchen countertops: Quartzite and stainless steel

Kitchen fixtures: Kallista
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Renovated Tribeca Penthouse

3,000 sq. ft.

New York, New York, United States
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THE TURETT COLLABORATIVE

Photos © The Turett Collaborative
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Designer: Wayne Turett, RA, LEED

www.turettarch.com


	MODERNIZE THE FLOOR PLAN

	MAKE USE OF AMPLE LIGHT AND EXISTING OVERSIZED WINDOWS

	OPEN UP THE KITCHEN TO THE LIVING AND DINING AREAS





PERCHED HIGH ABOVE THE TRIBECA NEIGHBORHOOD, THIS DUPLEX PENTHOUSE BRINGS TOGETHER ARCHITECTURAL HERITAGE AND CONTEMPORARY COMFORT.



“The duplex had original features we wanted to preserve, but at the same time we wanted to create a living environment that was contemporary. With that in mind, our goal was to create a cohesive whole, rather than a composition of old and new parts.

“Multiple skylights and windows on three sides facing north, east, and south, offering sweeping views, ensure that this penthouse receives abundant natural light. The existing windows are very distinctive. They are oversized, and the detailing makes a strong design statement. It was clear to us that we had to incorporate them into our design.

“The clients wanted to keep all finishes on the materials neutral, so, as they put it: ‘we wouldn’t get tired of them too soon with a two-bedroom apartment and a growing family.’”
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New floor plan



	A.

	Elevator




	B.

	Entry hall




	C.

	Staircase




	D.

	Bedroom




	E.

	Bathroom




	F.

	Hall




	G.

	Kitchen




	H.

	Living/dining area




	I.

	Terrace





The renovation of the penthouse encompasses updates mainly on the lower level. The private elevator entrance gives way to the open plan, where a spacious living, dining, and kitchen area leads out to a massive private deck promoting a contemporary lifestyle.
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The penthouse has wide white oak plank flooring, distinctive oversized windows, and glass doors that reinforce the open character of the spaces. In the living and dining area, a wood burning fireplace and large TV screen are integrated into a dark-stained wood feature wall that sets the tone for the entire home.
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The master suite is on its own floor with a generously sized walk-in closet, a separate sauna and steam room, and two terraces.
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The master bedroom and bathroom are light-filled and comfortable. They offer an atmosphere of personal indulgence and a true spa experience.
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Credits




Architect: The Turett Collaborative
www.turettarch.com

Appliances and Materials




Appliances: Refrigerator by Sub-Zero; dishwasher, wall oven, wall steam oven, convection oven, microwave, and built-in coffee maker by Gaggenau

Bathroom: Teak wood flooring by TerraMai

Master bathroom: “Glacier White” countertop by Corian; “Novelda Cream” limestone walls, Artemide light fixtures

Bathroom walls: Athens silver cream marble tile from Ann Sacks, Bianco Dolomiti marble countertops and tub deck, Duravit toilets, Hansgrohe fixtures and custom vanities.

Dining area light: Apparatus

Door hardware: Omnia

Kitchen cabinetry: Snaidero

Kitchen countertop: Corian

Kitchen fixtures: Sink by Kallista and faucet by Dornbracht

Kitchen lighting: Plug

Wood floors: Town and Country flooring
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A.R. Apartment

3,488 sq. ft.

São Paulo, Brazil
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ROCCO ARQUITETOS

Photos © Ana Mello
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Design team: Giancarlo Rocco, Ana Lúcia Pasquali Rocco, and Simone Ferreira

www.roccoarquitetos.com.br


	OPEN UP THE UPPER FLOOR TO CREATE AN EXPANSIVE LIVING AREA SUITABLE FOR ENTERTAINING

	OPTIMIZE ACCESS TO TERRACE

	CREATE A FLEXIBLE LAYOUT FACILITATED BY LARGE SLIDING DOORS





THE NEW DESIGN OF THE UPPER LEVEL IN THIS DUPLEX APARTMENT TURNS A POORLY PLANNED ROOM ORGANIZATION INTO A FLUID SEQUENCE OF SPACES FOR ENTERTAINING.



“The apartment is a duplex with the lower floor accommodating the living and dining areas, the kitchen, and the bedrooms. Access to the apartment is on this floor, but our scope of work was centered on the upper level. Its original layout didn’t take full advantage of its spatial and functional possibilities.

“With the new configuration, the upper floor has a roomy open space with a gourmet kitchen and a generous dining counter. It also has a TV space, which can be closed off or be an extension of the open space whenever needed. The use of cement flooring, wood, steel, and glass created a clean, natural, and relaxed environment.

“This floor has access to a spacious terrace. This outdoor space can be an extension of the living area, allowing large gatherings to spill out, or can also be a desirable private outdoor retreat perched in the sky.”
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Existing upper floor plan
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Existing lower floor plan



	A.

	Elevator lobby




	B.

	Dressing area




	C.

	Master bedroom




	D.

	Master bathroom




	E.

	Bedroom




	F.

	Bathroom




	G.

	Terrace




	H.

	Living area




	I.

	Powder room




	J.

	Dining area




	K.

	Kitchen




	L.

	Pantry




	M.

	Maid’s room




	N.

	Service elevator lobby




	O.

	Storage




	P.

	Sauna
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New upper floor plan
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New lower floor plan



	A.

	Elevator lobby




	B.

	Dressing area




	C.

	Master bedroom




	D.

	Master bathroom




	E.

	Bedroom




	F.

	Bathroom




	G.

	Terrace




	H.

	Living area




	I.

	Powder room




	J.

	Dining area




	K.

	Kitchen




	L.

	Pantry




	M.

	Maid’s room




	N.

	Service elevator lobby




	O.

	Media room




	P.

	Storage




	Q.

	Laundry room




	R.

	Gourmet kitchen




	S.

	Sauna





The most significant changes took place on the top floor where various walls were knocked down to create a spacious living area.
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The gourmet kitchen on the upper floor was specifically designed for entertaining. The former enclosed kitchen with limited functionality was transformed into a hub around which family and guests gather for quality time.
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The media room was conceived as a flexible space. This design is optimized by means of two oversized pocket doors, which can remain closed to maintain a separate area or be opened, allowing a party to spill into the space.
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A sculptural staircase was made with a 3/8" thick steel plate with cumaru wood treads to match all the other wood surfaces in the apartment. Expanded wire mesh guardrails enhance the lightweight design of the staircase.
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Because cumaru is a rot resistant wood, it was also used on the terrace. A glass roof over a wood pergola keeps the terrace dry and usable even on rainy days. All the aluminum guardrails were replaced by frameless glass to increase the sense of lightness and transparency.
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Credits




Architect: Giancarlo Rocco / Rocco Arquitetos

www
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