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Chapter 1 – Time Doesn’t Wait
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MALIK OLDER NOW, DAJA’S new life, Claire’s separation begins
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Chapter 2 – Familiar Strangers
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DAJA MEETS THE QUIET man from the neighborhood
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Chapter 3 – Crossing Thresholds
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DAJA RETURNS HOME, Claire reconnects with temptation
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Chapter 4 – Cracks in the Vow
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CLAIRE’S AFFAIR BEGINS to take shape
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Chapter 5 – Heat Without Light
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DESIRE DEEPENS, BOUNDARIES blur
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Chapter 6 – What’s Missing at Home
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MARK BEGINS TO FEEL the distance
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Chapter 7 – Quiet Suspicions
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MARK STARTS QUESTIONING everything
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Chapter 8 – Almost Caught
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A NEAR ENCOUNTER... but not yet
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Chapter 9 – What You Didn’t Hear
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MALIK’S WORLD EXPANDS—DANGER introduced
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Chapter 10 – The Ride


[image: ]


MALIK HEARS THINGS he shouldn’t
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Chapter 11 – Waiting at Home
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KEISHA’S LONELINESS and strength
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Chapter 12 – Lines in the Street
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MARCUS AND THE CHICAGO threat emerges
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Chapter 13 – The Weight of a Feeling
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MARK CONFIDES IN THE bar owner
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Chapter 14 – Scent of Something Familiar
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MARK RETURNS HOME—TENSION builds
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Chapter 15 – Almost Again
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A MOMENT OF INTIMACY... interrupted by reality
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Chapter 16 – The Breaking Point
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MARK AND CLAIRE ARGUE, vulnerability exposed
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Chapter 17 – Morning After
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FALSE COMFORT AND BLURRED emotions
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Chapter 18 – Echoes from the Past
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DAJA RECEIVES THE CALL about her mother
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Chapter 19 – New Energy
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KEISHA MEETS ANDRE
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Chapter 20 – Tension at the Sink
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MARK AND CLAIRE CONTINUE unraveling
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Chapter 21 – Re-encounter
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DAJA SEES THE QUIET man again
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