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Préface

Cher lecteur,

Le livre que vous tenez entre vos mains est plus qu'une simple biographie ou un récit historique ; c'est un outil d'apprentissage conçu spécifiquement pour vous. Bienvenue dans "The Age of Exploration: Columbus and the New World", un lecteur gradué (Graded Reader) destiné aux étudiants d'anglais de niveau B1-B2.

L'acquisition d'une langue est un voyage, et la méthode la plus efficace pour ce voyage est l'immersion. Lire des textes adaptés à votre niveau – ce qu'on appelle "l'input compréhensible" – est le moteur de cette acquisition. Vous n'avez pas besoin de mémoriser des listes de vocabulaire complexes ; vous avez besoin de rencontrer les mots dans un contexte naturel et engageant.

C'est exactement ce que propose ce livre. Sur environ  20 000 mots , nous avons soigneusement rédigé une histoire captivante en utilisant un langage clair et accessible. Le vocabulaire est largement basé sur les mots les plus fréquents de la langue anglaise, vous permettant de renforcer vos connaissances existantes et d'acquérir de nouveaux mots de manière intuitive.

L'histoire de Christophe Colomb et de la découverte du Nouveau Monde n'est pas seulement un chapitre crucial de l'histoire mondiale ; c'est une aventure remplie d'ambition, de courage, de controverse et de découvertes. Nous avons choisi ce sujet pour vous tenir en haleine, page après page.

Notre conseil pour une lecture optimale :  Ne vous arrêtez pas à chaque mot que vous ne comprenez pas. Essayez de deviner le sens grâce au contexte et continuez à lire. L'objectif est de comprendre l'histoire dans son ensemble et de prendre plaisir à la lecture.

Vous êtes sur le point non seulement d'améliorer votre maîtrise de l'anglais, mais aussi de voyager dans le temps, à une époque qui a redéfini la carte du monde.

Bonne lecture !














Chapter 1: The Boy from Genoa

Before there was a "New World," there was only the "Old World."

This Old World was Europe, Africa, and Asia. For the people living in Europe, the world was big, but they did not know how big it truly was. They had maps, but the maps were not complete. The maps showed Europe clearly. They showed the Mediterranean Sea, a beautiful and busy sea. But beyond the coasts of Africa and Europe, the maps became empty. There were only pictures of strange monsters and a message: "Here, there be dragons."

In this world, in the year 1451, a baby boy was born. His name was Cristoforo Colombo. We know him today as Christopher Columbus.

He was born in Genoa, a famous and powerful city in what is now Italy. Genoa was not a quiet place. It was a city built on the sea. It was one of the most important ports in all of Europe. Tall ships from all over the Mediterranean world came to Genoa. They brought goods, news, and new ideas. The air smelled of salt from the sea and spices from far away.

Christopher’s father was named Domenico. Domenico was not a sailor or an explorer. He was a wool weaver. He worked with wool to make cloth. It was a good, honest job. Christopher had brothers and a sister. His family was comfortable, but they were not rich. They were normal people.

From a very young age, Christopher was different. His father wanted him to learn the family business. He wanted Christopher to be a wool weaver, too. Christopher tried. He helped his father. But his eyes always looked away from the wool. They looked toward the harbor.

The harbor was his real school. He spent hours watching the great ships. He watched them arrive, full of mystery. He watched them leave, going to places he could only imagine. He listened to the sailors. They spoke different languages—Spanish, Portuguese, Greek, and Arabic. They told stories. They told stories of dangerous storms, of pirates, and of lands beyond the horizon.

For a boy in Genoa, the sea was not just water. It was a promise. It was adventure.

As Christopher grew, he learned the things a young man needed to know. He learned his father’s business. But he also learned other things. He learned to read and write. This was very important. Many people at that time could not read. He read books about geography, astronomy (the study of the stars), and history.

He read the books of Marco Polo, an Italian explorer who, many years before, had traveled east. Marco Polo wrote about China (which he called "Cathay") and the Indies. He wrote about cities made of gold. He wrote about mountains of spices. These stories fascinated Christopher.

At the same time, the world outside of Genoa was changing.

In the 15th century, Europe had a very big "problem." They loved spices. Spices like pepper, cloves, and cinnamon were more valuable than gold. They needed spices to keep their food fresh and to make it taste good. These spices came from only one place: the East Indies (Asia).

To get these spices, Europeans used a long and dangerous path. This path was called the "Silk Road." It was a land route. Goods traveled from China and India, across deserts and mountains, to the Middle East. From there, ships from cities like Genoa and Venice brought the spices to Europe.

This journey was very, very expensive. Every time the spices moved from one trader to another, the price went up.

Then, in 1453, when Christopher was just a small boy, something terrible happened for the Europeans. The great city of Constantinople (today called Istanbul) was captured by the Ottoman Empire. The Ottomans were powerful. They now controlled the Silk Road.

Trade became even harder. It became more dangerous and much, much more expensive.

The kings and queens of Europe knew they had a problem. They needed the spices, but they did not want to pay the high prices. They needed a new way. They needed a  sea route  to the Indies.

This is where Portugal became important. Portugal is a country next to Spain. It faces the great Atlantic Ocean. The Portuguese were brave sailors. They started to explore. They sailed south, down the coast of Africa. They were looking for a way to go  around  Africa to get to India. It was slow and difficult work.

Christopher Columbus watched all of this. He was a young man now. He had left the wool business. He became what he always wanted to be: a sailor.

He learned to sail on the Mediterranean Sea. He worked on merchant ships. His first voyages were not long. He traveled to islands near Italy. But he was learning. He learned how to read the stars. He learned how to use a compass. He learned how to manage a ship in a storm.

His life changed when he moved to Lisbon, Portugal. This was the center of exploration. Everyone in Lisbon was talking about the sea. Everyone was talking about finding a new route to the Indies.

Christopher was a tall man with red hair. He was smart, and he was a very good sailor. He sailed on Portuguese ships. He traveled south to the coast of Africa. Some stories say he even traveled north, perhaps to Iceland.

He saw the Atlantic Ocean. It was not the calm, blue Mediterranean. The Atlantic was huge, dark, and powerful. Most sailors were afraid of it. They believed it was endless, or that it led to the edge of the world.

But























Chapter 2: The Court of Kings





















































Chapter 3: The Queen’s Gamble
























































Chapter 4: Into the Unknown
















































Chapter 5: ¡Tierra! ¡Tierra!



























































Chapter 6: The First Encounter











































































Chapter 7: The Hunt for Cipango
















































Chapter 8: The Smoking Leaf







































































Chapter 9: The Ship of Gold




































































Chapter 10: The Wreck of the Santa María














































































Chapter 11: La Navidad
















































Chapter 12: The Liar and the Storm















































































Chapter 13: The Message in the Barrel























































Chapter 14: The Portuguese Island

























































Chapter 15: The King and the Admiral





















































Chapter 16: The Triumph and the Treaty



































    	Everything  discovered to the  West  of this line belonged to  Spain .


    	Everything  discovered to the  East  of this line belonged to  Portugal .

  
















Chapter 17: The Second Voyage and the Lost Fort









































