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I sit here in the warm afterglow of victory at the Oval as England’s Ashes-winning captain. Sounds pretty good, doesn’t it? 

Before I get too caught up with what has happened, I have to thank all the players who represented England over the last eight months that I have been in charge, but more particularly the 15 players that took part in the Ashes series. No team ever wins the Ashes without contributions from numbers one to eleven, and this series was no different. In fact, the only real reason that I can come up with for the amazing turnaround from Headingley to The Oval is that the team kept tight as a unit when it would have been tempting for many of the players to start blaming others for our performance. It says a lot about the characters in the dressing-room that they kept believing when many others doubted. Thanks also have to go to Andy Flower and the rest of the England team management for the terrific work they have done preparing the team over the last few months. They don’t get the accolades that the players do, but they deserve them just as much.

Only your family really knows what a toll playing in an Ashes series takes on a player. They are the ones that have to put up with the roller-coaster of emotions, the single-tracked mind, the endless phone calls, the lack of sleep. A huge debt of gratitude has to go to Ruth, Sam and Luca, for being there for me through all these testing times, managing in their different ways to take my mind away from the stresses and strains, while at the same time reminding me of what is truly important in life. People often ask me why I wear my wedding ring around my neck when playing. The reason is that it is a constant reminder that I don’t do this on my own.

I would like to thank Scyld Berry for all the hard graft that he has put into getting this book ready so soon after the series has finished. He has achieved the balance perfectly of allowing me to concentrate on the cricket, while at the same time making sure that we didn’t cut corners.

Finally I would like to thank my publisher, Roddy Bloomfield of Hodder & Stoughton, for all his enthusiasm. In the first place he encouraged me to write Testing Times and then together with Sarah Hammond worked efficiently to see that the book progressed smoothly.
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THE AUSSIES

My first net session back with Middlesex after returning from England’s tour of the West Indies was no ordinary net session. It was the first time I set eyes on Phil Hughes, Middlesex’s Australian import for the first six weeks of the season, and someone surely to play a big part in the Ashes coming later in the summer.

It was a slightly awkward meeting. There had been a lot of press comment about counties signing Australian players prior to the Ashes series; and I, for one, thought that counties signing Australians for short stints before the Ashes gave the players far more benefit than the teams they were playing for. 

In Middlesex’s defence, they had signed Hughes before he was involved in the Australian squad at all. Angus Fraser had heard about a dashing left-handed opening batsman from the outback who was making a reputation for himself with the Sydney grade side, Western Suburbs. Hughes was a very exciting prospect, with the potential to play for Australia, but Middlesex did not have a crystal ball at the time they signed him. 

There are several issues involved in this debate. One is that, since air travel became relatively cheap, English county cricketers by the dozen have flown over to Australia for the winter to make a bit of money and play some cricket at the weekends; and, provided they have been good enough to make the grade, these players have been welcomed. Of the current England Test team, I myself had benefited in this way from three seasons of playing in Sydney; Paul Collingwood had been club player of the year in one of his seasons in Melbourne; Ravi Bopara and Stuart Broad had also spent a winter in Australia, toughening up themselves and their game. 

On the other side of the equation, numerous Australians have been signed by English counties since 1968, when immediate registration was allowed and ‘imports’ did not have to qualify by residence in England before playing county cricket. Greg Chappell was the first big name, working on his game at Somerset before going back to Australia and scoring a hundred against England in the Ashes series of 1970–1. Of the 2009 Australian Test party, every one of the six specialist batsmen – Hughes, Simon Katich, Ricky Ponting, Michael Clarke, Mike Hussey and Marcus North – had played county cricket, usually at an early, formative stage of their careers.

Australia’s allrounder Shane Watson was another who had played county cricket. So had Stuart Clark: in 2005 he had been playing for Middlesex, and the Australian selectors reportedly came close to calling him up before sticking with the fast but not particularly accurate Shaun Tait. Then Kent tried to sign Clark for the start of the 2009 season, before he was prevented by not being able to get a UK visa in time, and a few weeks later Gloucestershire tried to sign him for a couple of championship matches in June, before he was prevented for the same reason.

So one of the questions that arises here is: are we comparing like with like? It is highly beneficial for a young English cricketer to go to Australia for the winter; to train and play in a different environment; to learn how to make the most of a chance when it comes along because you might get only one innings, or one spell of bowling, every two weeks. But very few Englishmen have ever played first-class cricket for an Australian state: several went to Tasmania when they were finally admitted to the Sheffield Shield in the 1970s, but Ian Botham and Graeme Hick have been the only two famous players of the last generation. They went to Queensland, who then decided they were going to rely on home-grown players to win them their first Shield.

Australians who sign for counties play far more cricket – five or six days a week – than English players who join Australian clubs. Usually it is batsmen who come, and usually they make runs by the bucket-load. Before the 2009 tour, Mike Hussey had scored over 6,000 first-class runs for his three counties, and more than 3,000 runs in limited-overs games: a thorough grounding. Simon Katich had scored over 4,000 first-class runs for his four counties, and more than 2,000 limited-overs runs. The pair put in a great deal over the seasons, but there can be no doubt that they also took a great deal from the experience. Hussey must have got into the Australian Test side partly on the strength of all his runs in English cricket. Katich too must have got into the Test side, and got back into it after some time away, for the same reason.

Unfortunately, my first net session with Hughes coincided with Middlesex’s press day. So I had to combine making him feel welcome with saying that importing Australians was probably not in the best interests of English cricket. I certainly did not feel Hughes was in any way at fault personally. If I had been in his situation, I would have done exactly the same thing. In fact, I had been in very much the same situation, when I had been invited to play for Northern Districts just before England’s Test tour of New Zealand.

In that net session in the Nursery at Lord’s, Hughes and I batted at the same time. So any glances I had in the direction of his net were in between balls that I was facing myself, and not too many conclusions could be drawn about where his strengths and weaknesses might lie. However, I did have a better chance to look at him during my first championship game of the season, against Leicestershire at Southgate. By then Hughes had already scored his maiden hundred for Middlesex against Glamorgan at Lord’s.

It was very interesting to see a young guy playing in such an unorthodox manner as we shared a second wicket stand of 244 against Leicestershire. To me, that takes a huge amount of self-belief, to play the way that you know works for you, even though as a youngster many people would have told you to bat in a different way. His technique seemed impressive, but his clarity of thought and willingness to back his technique were even more impressive attributes. Time alone was going to tell whether his unorthodox style would be successful in England and places like the subcontinent, but there was no arguing with what he had done in his career to date (and he was only 20 years and a few months old when he started the season with Middlesex): he had taken Test cricket by storm and averaged over 70 in first-class cricket.

Stereotyping though this may be, Hughes had all the characteristics you would expect of a young Aussie. He was a very confident bloke, he settled well into the Middlesex dressing-room, he gave a bit of chirp when necessary and occasionally when not; and he was immensely popular with the rest of the team. To those people who had questioned how Australia were going to live without Adam Gilchrist, Justin Langer and Matthew Hayden, the depth of Australian cricket was quickly demonstrated when they toured South Africa in early 2009 and Hughes, the left-handed replacement, scored a century in each innings of his second Test – the youngest batsman ever to do so. I saw only a few highlights of those two hundreds as I was otherwise engaged in the West Indies. But I always knew that anyone who expected a weak Australian side to come to these shores was going to be disappointed.

In Middlesex’s game against Leicestershire I managed to outscore him at first but we both finished up with hundreds on a typically good Southgate wicket, and the match petered out into a draw. During our partnership it struck me that Hughes’s unorthodox technique stemmed from the amount of room he gave himself in which to play his shots, in the same way that someone a little bit scared of getting hit might play, but in his case he was definitely not scared of getting hit. Giving himself room opened up a huge scoring area on the offside, which opposition captains found hard to plug.

Hughes was born and brought up in Macksville in northern New South Wales where it is hot enough to grow bananas, which his father did for a living, and he was playing against adult bowlers from the age of 12. So one might conjecture that his style evolved as an attempt to get short balls away square on the offside at an age when he naturally did not have the power to score much in front of the wicket. From Macksville he had gone to Sydney and been taken under the wing of the same man who had coached Michael Clarke, rising through the Western Suburbs ranks and becoming the youngest player, at 19, to make a century in a Sheffield Shield (or Pura Milk Cup) final.

Just before that Middlesex game at Southgate I joked with Hughes that I was going to try my best to run him out. And, to be fair, I nearly succeeded when I hit a ball straight back at the bowler – Leicestershire’s overseas player from New Zealand, Iain O’Brien – and he deflected it just wide of the stumps early in Hughes’s innings. Otherwise all potential rivalries were put to one side in Middlesex’s cause, and it was actually very enjoyable to bat with a young guy of so much talent, whatever the future held in store.



In many ways the Australian Test party of 2009 was unrecognisable from the teams that I had played against previously. They were shorn of their legends – and I use that term having considered it – such as Shane Warne, the greatest legspinner of all time by most accounts; Glenn McGrath (another Middlesex player!); Adam Gilchrist, again, by most accounts, the greatest wicket-keeper/batsman of all time; and Matthew Hayden, who I happened to play against very early in my career. Before I was selected for Middlesex’s first team, I was picked to open the batting for British Universities in a Benson and Hedges Cup match at Oxford, and who should stride out with a mighty chest to open the innings for Hampshire but Hayden. Needless to say, he scored a hundred and won the game for his county, but he also bowled nine overs of medium-pace because Hampshire were short of seamers. Even so, I scored only a single, before returning to Durham University and Middlesex second eleven with much to learn.

You would normally have expected a huge gap to need filling after the retirement of these four players, who might all be selected for Australia’s greatest ever Test XI. And Australia’s defeat at home by South Africa in 2008–9 showed that while some talented players were taking the places of these legends, their team were certainly beatable. Then Australia’s revival in the subsequent Test series in South Africa showed what we all know about Aussies: that they will fight, and they will come back, and they will never give up. Before the South Africans had got out of their starting blocks after a three-week rest from their tour of Australia, Ricky Ponting’s new-look team took the opening day of the First Test, and piled up 400-plus after a shaky start when Hughes was dismissed by his fourth ball on his debut. Australia went on to win the First Test, and the Second, and only faltered when Marcus North went down sick on the eve of the Third Test, and they had no reserve batsman to take his place.

As England’s think-tank planned for the Ashes, we knew we were likely to face some guys we had never faced before at Test level: Mitchell Johnson, the star of Australia’s 2–1 victory in South Africa; Peter Siddle; North; Hughes; Nathan Hauritz; and perhaps Ben Hilfenhaus. We knew they would all be very keen to make their mark on an Ashes series, and that Ponting would be equally keen to move on and put the retirement of those legendary players behind him.

While Australia’s bowling was uncertain, we were fairly sure about Australia’s batting line-up: Simon Katich was going to be Hughes’s opening partner, an extremely consistent performer in domestic cricket, both in Australia and in English cricket for various counties (Durham, Derbyshire, where he had been captain, and more briefly for Hampshire and Yorkshire). Katich had developed an unusual technique, almost the exact opposite of his opening partner. Katich moves a long way across his stumps to the offside, whereas Hughes goes back outside leg stump. He played against us in the 2005 series, batting at number six and making several important contributions to their cause, notably at Lord’s where he held us up with his crease-occupation as well as his run-scoring: he batted longer than anybody in Australia’s first innings and second-longest in their second. A gritty customer who had been forced to fight very hard to get into the Australian side in the first place – for the Headingley Test of 2001, when Steve Waugh was injured – and then to regain his spot. Also a useful bowler of chinamen, good enough to have taken six wickets in a Test innings against Zimbabwe, but our intelligence sources suggested that a shoulder injury had prevented him bowling as much as his captain would have liked.

Ricky Ponting: Australia’s best batsman, he came to England with an incredible record in Test cricket of 37 hundreds, second only to Sachin Tendulkar, and an average of 56, even higher than Tendulkar’s. Ponting has long been able to take the game away from you with his aggressive intent and shot-making. One encouraging feature for us was the statistic that he had been more successful in Australia than in other countries: his Test average at home was almost 61, whereas in England he had averaged 42 in his 13 Tests, and 20 in India, where he had struggled against spin – especially the offspin of Harbhajan Singh – until he had made a hundred there on Australia’s tour in late 2008. At 34 he had decided that the second IPL tournament in South Africa was not for him and a break before the Ashes would be more beneficial. He was also allowed to rest from Australia’s one-day series against Pakistan in Dubai and Abu Dhabi. Refreshed, and determined to advance his reputation as the creator of a new-look Australian team, in addition to having led the old world champions, he was clearly the wicket to get.

Mike Hussey enjoyed an amazing start to his Test career, averaging 86 over his first 14 Tests, which is as close to Bradman as you can get; and he also averaged more than 100 over his first 28 one-day internationals, which not even Bradman might have done if he had been a one-day finisher. Hussey’s left-handed middle-order batting was a huge cog in the 2006–7 Aussie machine that humiliated us 5–0. I had not seen much of him in county cricket but his ability to concentrate has always marked him out, whether he was playing for Western Australia or one of his three English counties, Northamptonshire, Gloucestershire and Durham, where he was credited with starting the resurgence which led them to win their first championship title in 2008. For Northamptonshire he scored three treble hundreds, which took him alongside Graeme Hick and Wally Hammond as the scorer of the most trebles in county cricket – and he played considerably less than the other two. More an accumulator than a dominator, Hussey had still been highly effective when batting between Ponting and Clarke; or at least he was until a dip in form during 2008 which lasted into 2009.

Michael Clarke: one of the youngest members of Australia’s Test party and yet the third most experienced after Ponting and Lee in terms of caps, leading him to be the vice-captain. Another teenage prodigy, like Ponting and Hughes, he started his Test career in the best possible fashion with a hundred on debut: 151 against India in Bangalore, and made in pretty rapid time off 248 balls with four sixes. He suffered the inevitable dip in form, and was omitted from the Australian side soon after the 2005 series, when he scored a fine 91 in the opening Test at Lord’s but added only one 50 thereafter. He came back out the other side as an increasingly consistent performer, although he has yet to surpass that 151 as his highest Test score. His quick feet enable him to play spin as well as anybody in the Australian side, as evidenced by that hundred in India. His left-arm spinners can be handy in the right conditions, and as we planned our Ashes campaign we thought it was possible that Australia would go into at least some of the Tests with four pace bowlers and leave the spin bowling to part-timers like Clarke, North and Katich. Clarke has bowled more and more as his Test career has gone on, following Warne’s retirement, but half of his 18 wickets before the Ashes series came in two sensational spells: six for nine in Mumbai, in what the ICC subsequently did not consider to be ‘the right conditions’, and three wickets in less than a couple of overs to finish off the dramatic Test in Sydney against India.

Marcus North was someone I knew only a little about, not having played with or against him before so far as I was aware. He had replaced someone I was very aware of, Andrew Symonds, who had scored a big hundred in the Melbourne Test of 2006–7 to secure his place at number six for what looked like a long time to come. But then came some well-documented troubles, Symonds was suspended more than once for disciplinary reasons, and although he made the Australian squad for the ICC World Twenty20 he was sent home before the competition started – and, without one of their key allrounders, Australia were beaten in both of their qualifying matches. North, so we heard, was a quieter and less controversial character; a batsman who tended to walk across his wicket, like Katich, and also brought up in Perth, where straight good-length balls tend to go over the stumps rather than pin you lbw; and an increasingly useful part-time offspinner. In his two Tests in South Africa, besides hitting a hundred on his debut which spoke well of his character, he had taken a couple of wickets, before falling ill with gastro-enteritis and missing the Final Test. 

A Test innings of 169 off 222 balls, with 24 fours and two sixes, scored by a wicket-keeper. It sounds like Adam Gilchrist, but it was actually Brad Haddin, playing against New Zealand in Adelaide. Haddin, as Gilchrist’s successor, had enormous boots to fill but he went some of the way towards filling them in his 15 Tests before the Ashes series. Indeed, some judges thought that he was going to be more dangerous as a number seven batsman in the 2009 series than Gilchrist was in 2005 when he was nearing the end of his Test career and did not have much of an answer to Andrew Flintoff bowling from round the wicket. Haddin, we knew, was ­particularly strong in hitting to leg, both in the air (he often opened for Australia in one-day internationals) and along the ground; and he could be very dangerous when batting with the tail. His wicket-keeping technique – modelled on Ian Healy – was going to be tested in English conditions, where swing and the dreaded wobble after pitching can make keeping very difficult at times.

Assessing Australia’s batting line-up was therefore relatively straightforward: if they did not go outside their Test party, for example by calling up Chris Rogers from Derbyshire, the only alternative was Shane Watson – and Shane Warne gave him a plug in his newspaper column, for one of the Test batting positions, at the same time that Watson had another in his series of ­injuries. Australia’s likely bowling line-up was always going to be more difficult to predict.

For their opening four-day, 12-a-side game against Sussex, the Australians omitted Andrew McDonald, a medium-pacer who had bowled very economically in South Africa until, with the series lost, A.B. de Villiers went after him and blasted him for four consecutive sixes. It seemed fairly certain that Australia would not include an allrounder like McDonald as one of their four-man attack, but would rely on specialist bowlers.

Ben Hilfenhaus, the sharp Tasmanian outswing bowler, had filled in capably in South Africa but was likely to lose his place once his rivals were fit. So, we reasoned, Australia’s attack would consist of four out of the following five, depending on the ­conditions: Mitchell Johnson (an absolute certainty), Brett Lee, Stuart Clark, Peter Siddle and the offspinner Nathan Hauritz. Hauritz was trying to fill Warne’s unfillable boots, but he was not to be underestimated, and I thought he would be hard work. Against right-handers he would bowl quite an attacking line outside off stump, but would seek to contain in the first half of a Test, allowing the seamers to attack from the other end.

I had played alongside Lee at Mosman, and against Clark when he was representing Sutherland in Sydney grade. I had faced Johnson in the one-day internationals of the Commonwealth Bank series which England had won in 2006–7. But Siddle was an unknown quantity to all of us in the extended England squad that was selected for a training camp before our three-day game against Warwickshire, which was prefaced by a visit to Flanders. In his two series against South Africa Siddle had clearly impressed Ponting as a strong, hit-the-deck type of bowler with good pace, stamina and aggressive intent.

Johnson was Australia’s form bowler, even more than Siddle. The footage on our laptops showed him swinging the new ball into South Africa’s right-handers in the Johannesburg and Durban Tests, by standing taller in the crease and getting his wrist behind the ball, as well as reversing the old ball away from right-handers (and into left-handers) as he used to do. He had come of age in South Africa and bowled brilliantly.

Lee, meanwhile, was rehabilitating after an ankle injury he had suffered during the Melbourne Test: he had recovered enough to play in the IPL in South Africa, then joined Australia’s 50-over squad in Abu Dhabi and Dubai, before coming to England for the ICC World Twenty20. With age (he was now 32), Lee had added control. I had always thought him to be at his most dangerous when he was swinging the new ball or reversing the old.

Clark, like Lee, was coming back from injury and needed some bowling to regain his rhythm. As I remembered from grade cricket and his time at Middlesex, he liked to get in close to the stumps and bowl a tight line, resulting in a lot of ‘bowleds’ and ‘lbws’. Similar in height and pace to McGrath, Clark hit the seam, which made him all the more formidable in English conditions.

In the event, neither Kent nor Gloucestershire were able to give Clark the bowling he wanted to find his rhythm before the Australians’ tour started. Visa procedures stopped Clark arriving in time, so he had to make do with the Australians’ two warm-up matches at Hove and Worcester. The relationship between the counties and the ECB is a complicated one. Both sides feel at times that their best interests are not being looked after, yet it is vital that their relationship is honest, healthy and co-operative. And we all have to be mindful of where the majority of the money comes from, and the principle that the man who pays the piper calls the tune, and not concentrate too much on short-term gain.
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COUNTDOWN

The first step in England’s build-up to the Ashes series of 2009 had nothing to do with playing cricket on the park. Instead, in April, the England and Wales Cricket Board had to appoint what they called the England team director, or, in more old-fashioned terminology, the coach of the national team.

After settling into the job of caretaker coach so well and helping us to win the one-day series in the West Indies, Andy Flower was the overwhelming favourite to get the permanent job. Certainly, having worked with him, I was very keen for him to get it but I was not involved in any way in the process of selecting the coach and did not even know who the other candidates were.

That Flower was appointed to be the full-time England coach was a great testament to the work he had done in the West Indies. He had taken over in difficult circumstances following Peter Moores’ dismissal, and had been fiercely loyal to him. He had to deal with the fall-out from Kevin Pietersen’s resignation from the captaincy and return to the ranks. Yet Flower had still brought the team together after this very messy period, put all the bygones behind him, and done what was in the best interests of the England Test and one-day teams. This was a fantastic start for a caretaker coach, and he quickly gained the respect of all the players.

We also saw a very different side to Flower from what we had experienced previously when he had been England’s batting coach and Moores’ assistant. He has got very clear views about how the game should be played, and we saw much more of them once he was the man in charge. He is a hugely respected figure in world cricket for his exploits on the field as a wicket-keeper/batsman (he became number one in the ICC’s world Test batting rankings, and finished with an average over 50); for the stand that he and Henry Olonga made against Robert Mugabe in the 2003 World Cup by wearing black armbands during a match in Harare to symbolise the death of democracy in Zimbabwe; and for the quiet and methodical way he goes about speaking to people. What the players really appreciated about Flower was the fact that, while he was not afraid to ask difficult questions and challenge players, he was above all incredibly honest and told them what he thought; and if you are going to communicate with people, this is probably the best way to go.

What may well have been the turning-point in Flower’s decision to go for the job full-time was our team meeting in Antigua after England’s 51 all out in Jamaica. He had taken the caretaker role hesitantly out of loyalty to Moores as much as anything and, looking back, that meeting was significant because of the feedback he got. I think everyone was surprised by how well he went about chairing it. Before that time, when I asked him if he was going to apply for the full-time job, Flower would say he was going to take a gauge from the rest of the players during the second half of the tour. So I think this meeting was quite an important step in whetting his appetite for becoming the permanent England coach, or team director.

I had watched him a lot when he was playing for Zimbabwe. I enjoyed the way he batted and seemed to have an answer for all the questions the bowlers threw at him. To me, that was evidence of very clear and logical thinking. I had also played against him a couple of times for Middlesex against Essex and had marvelled at his sweeping and reverse-sweeping of spinners – something which, ironically perhaps, he has not tried to force on the England players at all. If you want to list the ingredients of what makes up a good international coach, I would say respect for what you have achieved is high on the list, along with a very good cricket brain, and the ability to articulate your thoughts.

There was a real feeling in the West Indies that we were coming together as a team again, and Flower’s permanent appointment meant that we all met up for the Lord’s Test match in a very positive frame of mind. But there was another issue, apart from the coaching, which we had to deal with at the start of the 2009 summer. There was the messy scenario of four players in the First Test squad – Paul Collingwood, Kevin Pietersen, Andrew Flintoff and Ravi Bopara – coming back from the Indian Premier League in South Africa shortly before the Lord’s Test began against the West Indies: they had to be back on 1 May, before it started on 6 May. Flintoff, unfortunately, came back earlier than scheduled after injuring his right knee.

We were all pretty conscious that when our IPL players turned up they had to have their minds switched on to the Test match we were about to play. Great credit goes to the three guys who played in that Test for coming back so energised after their time over there. They clearly loved the razzamatazz of the tournament; they clearly loved being involved with the best players in the world and learning from them; and they also enjoyed getting away from the travelling circus that accompanies the England team wherever we go, and the pressure of representing your country. Collingwood had been contracted with the Delhi Daredevils, along with Owais Shah, even though neither of them played; Pietersen had played for (and captained) Bangalore Royal Challengers, Bopara for King’s XI Punjab, and Flintoff for Chennai Super Kings.

In the Trinidad Test we had opted to play five bowlers rather than the safety first option of an extra batsman instead of Flintoff, and with Matthew Prior looking every inch a quality ­international batsman we felt strongly that five bowlers was the way to go again at Lord’s. The trouble was that, of the bowlers who had represented us in the West Indies, Steve Harmison appeared to need some time away from the set-up to regain rhythm; Ryan Sidebottom had some trouble with an Achilles heel, and Amjad Khan was injured as well.

The two bowlers who had started the season most promisingly were Graham Onions and Tim Bresnan. Onions, who had gone on a couple of England A tours, played in the opening game of the season for Durham, the 2008 county champions, against MCC (so keen were Ian Bell and Adil Rashid to get a game after the tour of the West Indies that they went virtually straight from St Lucia to Lord’s). In his first championship match of the season for Durham Onions had taken five for 56 off 28 overs in one innings against Yorkshire, and eight wickets in the match. In his second, against Somerset, he bowled unchanged to take six for 31 and dismiss the home side for 69, even if they made a draw of it in their second innings. Bresnan, meanwhile, took a couple of wickets for MCC against Durham and three for Yorkshire against Durham, not to mention his effective lower-order hitting.

It is fantastic to see new guys coming into the squad. Obviously this is not something you want to do all the time, because that would tend to mean you are clutching at straws, but when players who have not played for






	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	




	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	




	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	




	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	




	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	




	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	




	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	




	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	




	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	




	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	




	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	





















































ANDREW STRAUSS CAREER RECORD

Compiled by Victor Isaacs
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ANDREW STRAUSS IN TEST CRICKET

Compiled by Victor Isaacs





    Test Career Record (2004–2009) 

    – up to and including First Test v West Indies at Lord’s 2009

    M    I    NO    Runs    HS    Avge    S/R    100s    50s

    61    113    5    4766    177    44.12    49.53    17    14



1.        v New Zealand at Lord’s 20–24 May 2004 – won by 7 wickets

        Toss: New Zealand

        

New Zealand 386 & 336 (M.H.Richardson 101); England 441 (A.J.Strauss 112) & 282–3 (N.Hussain 103*)



        1st innings    c M.H.Richardson b D.L.Vettori    112

        2nd innings    run out (C.L.Cairns)    83



    Match highlights:

    

Named Man of the Match; 15th player to score a century on debut for England and 80th in all; fourth player to score a century on debut at Lord’s.



2.        v New Zealand at Headingley 3–7 June 2004 – won by 9 wickets

        Toss: England

        

New Zealand 409 & 161; England 526 (M.E.Trescothick 132, G.O.Jones 100) & 45–1



        1st innings    c D.R.Tuffey b D.L.Vettori    62

        2nd innings    c N.J.Astle b D.R.Tuffey    10



3.        v New Zealand at Trent Bridge 10–13 June 2004 – won by 4 wickets

        Toss: New Zealand

        

New Zealand 384 (S.P.Fleming 117, S.B.Styris 108) & 218; England 319 (C.L.Cairns 5–79) & 284–6 (G.P.Thorpe 104*)

        1st innings    c B.B.McCullum b C.L.Cairns    0

        2nd innings    lbw b C.L.Cairns    6



4.        v West Indies at Lord’s 22–26 July 2004 – won by 210 runs

        Toss: West Indies

        

England 568 (R.W.T.Key 221, A.J.Strauss 137, M.P.Vaughan 103) & 325–5dec (M.P.Vaughan 101*); West Indies 416 (S.Chanderpaul 128*) & 267 (A.F.Giles 5–81)



        1st innings    c R.D.Jacobs b O.A.C.Banks    137

        2nd innings    c R.R.Sarwan b P.T.Collins    35



    Match highlights:

    Third player to score a century in his first two Lord’s Test matches.



5.        v West Indies at Edgbaston 29 July–1 August 2004 – won by 256 runs

        Toss: England

        

England 566–9dec (A.Flintoff 167, M.E.Trescothick 105) & 248 (M.E.Trescothick 107, C.H.Gayle 5–34); West Indies 336 (R.R.Sarwan 139) 

& 222 (A.F.Giles 5–57)



        1st innings    c R.D.Jacobs b J.J.C.Lawson    24

        2nd innings    c R.D.Jacobs b J.J.C.Lawson    5



6.        v West Indies at Old Trafford 12–16 August 2004 – won by 7 wickets

        Toss: West Indies

        England 395–9 dec & 165; England (G.P.Thorpe 114, D.J.Bravo 6–55) & 231–3



        1st innings    b D.J.Bravo    90

        2nd innings    c S.Chanderpaul b P.T.Collins    12



7.        v West Indies at The Oval 19–21 August 2004 – won by 10 wickets

        Toss: England

        

England 470 & 4–0; West Indies 152 (S.J.Harmison 6–46) & 318 following on (C.H.Gayle 105)



        1st innings    c F.H.Edwards b J.J.C.Lawson    14

        2nd innings    not out    0



8.        v South Africa at Port Elizabeth 17–21 December 2004 – won by 7 wickets

        Toss: South Africa

        

South Africa 337 (H.H.Dippenaar 110) & 229; England 425 (A.J.Strauss 126) 

& 145–3

        1st innings    c A.B.de Villiers b S.M.Pollock    126

        2nd innings    not out    94



    Match highlights:

    

Named Man of the Match; eighth consecutive victory – an England record; seventh player to score a century on debut in home and away Test matches.



9.        v South Africa at Durban 26–30 December 2004 – match drawn

        Toss: South Africa

        

England 139 & 570–7 dec (A.J.Strauss 136, M.E.Trescothick 132, G.P.Thorpe 118*); South Africa 332 (J.H.Kallis 162) & 290–8



        1st innings    c M.Ntini b N.Boje    25

        2nd innings    c M.van Jaarsveld b M.Ntini    136



10.        v South Africa at Cape Town 2–6 January 2005 – lost by 196 runs

        Toss: South Africa

        

South Africa 441 (J.H.Kallis 149) & 222–8 dec; England 163 (C.K.Langeveldt 5–46) & 304



        1st innings    b M.Ntini    45

        2nd innings    lbw b N.Boje    39



    Match highlights:

    

Reached 1,000 Test runs during first innings score of 45; joint 17th fastest player to reach that target (19 innings) and fourth-fastest Englishman (behind Sutcliffe, Hutton and Hammond).



11.        v South Africa at Johannesburg 13–17 January 2005 – won by 77 runs

        Toss: England

        

England 411–8 dec (A.J.Strauss 147) & 332–9 dec (M.E.Trescothick 180); South Africa 419 (H.H.Gibbs 161, M.J.Hoggard 5–144) & 247 (M.J.Hoggard 7–61)



        1st innings    c J.H.Kallis b S.M.Pollock    147

        2nd innings    c A.B.de Villiers b M.Ntini    0



12.        v South Africa at Centurion 21–25 January 2005 – match drawn

        Toss: England

        

South Africa 247 & 296–6 dec (J.H.Kallis 136*, A.B.de Villiers 109); England 359 (A.Nel 6–81) & 73–4



        1st innings    c M.V.Boucher b A.Nel    44

        2nd innings    c J.H.Kallis b M.Ntini    0



    Match highlights:

    Named Man of the Series for his three centuries.



13.        v Bangladesh at Lord’s 26–27 May 2005 – won by an innings and 261 runs

        Toss: England

        

Bangladesh 108 & 159; England 528–3 dec (M.E.Trescothick 194, M.P.Vaughan 120)



        1st innings    lbw b Mashrafe Mortaza    69



14.        v Bangladesh at Riverside 3–5 June 2005 – won by an innings and 27 runs

        Toss: England

        

Bangladesh 104 (S.J.Harmison 5–38) & 316 (M.J.Hoggard 5–73); England 447–3 dec (I.R.Bell 162*, M.E.Trescothick 151)



        1st innings    lbw b Mashrafe Mortaza    8



15.        v Australia at Lord’s 21–24 July 2005 – lost by 239 runs

        Toss: Australia

        Australia 190 (S.J.Harmison 5–38) & 384; England 155 (G.D.McGrath 5–53) & 180



        1st innings    c S.K.Warne b G.D.McGrath    2

        2nd innings    c & b B.Lee    37



16.        v Australia at Edgbaston 4–7 August 2005 – won by 2 runs

        Toss: Australia

        England 407 & 182 (S.K.Warne 6–46); Australia 308 & 279



        1st innings    b S.K.Warne    48

        2nd innings    b S.K.Warne    6



17.        v Australia at Old Trafford 11–15 August 2005 – match drawn

        Toss: England

        

England 444 (M.P.Vaughan 166) & 280–6 dec (A.J.Strauss 106, G.D.McGrath 5–115); Australia 302 (S.P.Jones 6–53) & 371–9 (R.T.Ponting 156)



        1st innings    b B.Lee    6

        2nd innings    c D.R.Martyn b G.D.McGrath    106



18.        v Australia at Trent Bridge 25–28 August 2005 – won by 3 wickets

        Toss: England

        

England 444 (A.Flintoff 102) & 129–7; Australia 218 (S.P.Jones 5–44) & 387 following on



        1st innings    c M.L.Hayden b S.K.Warne    35

        2nd innings    c M.J.Clarke b S.K.Warne    23



19.        v Australia at The Oval 8–12 September 2005 – match drawn

        Toss: England

        

England 373 (A.J.Strauss 129, S.K.Warne 6–122) & 335 (K.P.Pietersen 158, S.K.Warne 6–124); Australia 367 (J.L.Langer 105, M.L.Hayden 138, A.Flintoff 5–78) & 4–0



        1st innings    c S.M.Katich b S.K.Warne    129

        2nd innings    c S.M.Katich b S.K.Warne    1



20.        v Pakistan at Multan 12–16 November 2005 – lost by 22 runs

        Toss: Pakistan

        

Pakistan 274 & 341 (Salman Butt 122); England 418 (M.E.Trescothick 193) 

& 175



        1st innings    lbw b Mohammad Sami    9

        2nd innings    c Hasan Raza b Danish Kaneria    23



21.        v Pakistan at Faisalabad 20–24 November 2005 – match drawn

        Toss: Pakistan

        

Pakistan 462 (Inzamam-ul-Haq 109) & 268–9 dec (Inzamam-ul-Haq 100*);     England 446 (I.R.Bell 115, K.P.Pietersen 100) & 164–6



        1st innings    b Naved-ul-Hasan    12

        2nd innings    b Naved-ul-Hasan    0



        

v Pakistan at Lahore 29 November–3 December 2005 – lost by an innings and 100 runs

        Toss: England

        

England 288 & 248 (Shoaib Akhtar 5–71); Pakistan 636–8 dec (Mohammad Yousuf 223, Kamran Akmal 154)

        STRAUSS DID NOT PLAY



22.        v India at Nagpur 1–5 March 2006 – match drawn

        Toss: England

        

England 393 (P.D.Collingwood 134*) & 297–3 dec (A.N.Cook 104*); India 323 (M.J.Hoggard 6–57) & 260–6 (W.Jaffer 100)



        1st innings    c V.V.S.Laxman b S.Sreesanth    28

        2nd innings    c M.S.Dhoni b I.K.Pathan    46



23.        v India at Mohali 9–13 March 2006 – lost by 9 wickets

        Toss: England

        England 300 (A.Kumble 5–76) & 181; India 338 & 144–1



        1st innings    c M.S.Dhoni b I.K.Pathan    18

        2nd innings    c M.S.Dhoni b A.Kumble    13



24.        v India at Mumbai 18–22 March 2006 – won by 212 runs

        Toss: India

        England 400 (A.J.Strauss 128) & 191; India 279 & 100 (S.D.Udal 4–14)



        1st innings    c M.S.Dhoni b Harbhajan Singh    128

        2nd innings    c M.S.Dhoni b M.M.Patel    4



25.        v Sri Lanka at Lord’s 11–15 May 2006 – match drawn

        Toss: England

        

England 551–6 dec (K.P.Pietersen 158, M.E.Trescothick 106); Sri Lanka 192 

& 537–9 following on (D.P.M.D.Jayawardene 119)



        1st innings    c D.P.M.D.Jayawardene b M.Muralitharan    48



    Match highlights:

    

Reached 2,000 Test runs during his first innings score of 48; 10th fastest Englishman to achieve this feat (47 innings).



26.        v Sri Lanka at Edgbaston 25–28 May 2006 – won by 6 wickets

        Toss: Sri Lanka

        

Sri Lanka 141 & 231 (M.G.Vandort 105); England 295 (K.P.Pietersen 142, M.Muralitharan 6–86) & 81–4



        1st innings    run out (Samaraweera)    30

        2nd innings    c D.P.M.D.Jayawardene b M.Muralitharan    16



27.        v Sri Lanka at Trent Bridge 2–5 June 2006 – lost by 134 runs

        Toss: Sri Lanka

        

Sri Lanka 231 & 322 (M.S.Panesar 5–78); England 229 & 190 (M.Muralitharan 8–70)

        1st innings    b W.P.U.J.C.Vaas    7

        2nd innings    c D.P.M.D.Jayawardene b M.Muralitharan    55



28.        v Pakistan at Lord’s 13–17 July 2006 – match drawn

        Toss: England

        

England 528–9 dec (P.D.Collingwood 186, A.N.Cook 105, I.R.Bell 100*) & 296–8 dec (A.J.Strauss 128); Pakistan 445 (Mohammad Yousuf 202) & 214–4



        1st innings    lbw b Abdul Razzaq    30

        2nd innings    c Imran Farhat b Danish Kaneria    128



        Match highlights:

        

Test captain for the first time; the 77th Test captain for England; his 128 was the highest score by an England captain on debut.



29.        v Pakistan at Old Trafford 27–29 July 2006 – won by an innings and 120 runs

        Toss: Pakistan

        

Pakistan 119 (S.J.Harmison 6–19) & 222 (S.J.Harmison 5–57, M.S.Panesar 5–72); England 461–9 dec (A.N.Cook 127, I.R.Bell 106*)



        1st innings    c Kamran Akmal b Abdul Razzaq    42



    Match highlights:

    England captain.



30.        v Pakistan at Headingley 4–8 August 2006 – won by 167 runs

        Toss: England

        

England 515 (K.P.Pietersen 135, I.R.Bell 119, Umar Gul 5–123) & 345 (A.J.Strauss 116); Pakistan 538 (Mohammad Yousuf 192, Younis Khan 173) & 155



        1st innings    c Younis Khan b Shahid Nazir    36

        2nd innings    c Kamran Akmal b Mohammad Sami    116



    Match highlights:

    

England captain. Became the third fastest player to reach 10 Test centuries for England (the others being Compton and Sutcliffe) and the eighth in Test history (Bradman, Harvey, Walcott, Compton, Weekes, Sutcliffe and Morris).



31.        v Pakistan at The Oval 17–21 August 2006 – won by a concession

        Toss: Pakistan

        England 173 & 298–4; Pakistan 504 (Mohammad Yousuf 128)



        1st innings    c Kamran Akmal b Mohammad Asif    38

        2nd innings    lbw b Danish Kaneria    54



    Match highlights:

    

England captain. Match was conceded by Pakistan at the tea interval on the fourth day.



32.        v Australia at Brisbane 23–27 November 2006 – lost by 277 runs

        Toss: Australia

        

Australia 602–9 dec (R.T.Ponting 192) & 202–1 dec (J.L.Langer 100*); England 157 (G.D.McGrath 6–50) & 370



        1st innings    c M.E.K.Hussey b G.D.McGrath    12

        2nd innings    c sub (R.A.Broad) b S.R.Clark    11



33.        v Australia at Adelaide 1–5 December 2006 – lost by 6 wickets

        Toss: England

        

England 551–6 dec (P.D.Collingwood 206, K.P.Pietersen 158) & 129; Australia 513 (R.T.Ponting 142, M.J.Clarke 124, M.J.Hoggard 7–109) & 168–4



        1st innings    c D.R.Martyn b S.R.Clark    14

        2nd innings    c M.E.K.Hussey b S.K.Warne    34


ANDREW STRAUSS IN ONE-DAY INTERNATIONAL CRICKET

Compiled by Victor Isaacs





One-Day International Career Record (2003/04–2008/09) 

– up to and including West Indies at Gros Islet 2009

    M    I    NO    Runs    HS    Avge    S/R    100s    50s

    83    82    8    2443    152    33.01    76.70    3    15



1.        v Sri Lanka at Dambulla 18 November 2003 – lost by 10 wickets

        Toss: England

        England 88 (46.1 overs); Sri Lanka 89–0 (13.5 overs)

        c & b K.A.D.M.Fernando  3  (9 balls)



        

v Sri Lanka at Colombo (RPS) 21 November 2003 – match abandoned without a ball bowled



        

v Sri Lanka at Colombo (RPS) 23 November 2003 – match abandoned without a ball bowled



2.        v West Indies at Georgetown 18 April 2004 – won by 2 wickets

        Toss: England

        West Indies 156–5 (30 overs) (S.Chanderpaul 84); England 157–8 (29.3 overs)

        b D.J.Bravo  29  (46 balls; 5 fours)



3.        v West Indies at Port-of-Spain 24 April 2004 – no result

        Toss: West Indies

        West Indies 57–2 (16 overs); England did not bat



        

v West Indies at Port-of-Spain 25 April 2004 – match abandoned without a ball bowled

        

v West Indies at St George’s 28 April 2004 – match abandoned without a ball bowled



4.        v West Indies at Gros Islet 1 May 2004 – lost by 5 wickets

        Toss: West Indies

        

England 281–8 (50 overs) (M.E.Trescothick 130, A.Flintoff 59); West Indies 284–5 (48 overs) (R.R.Sarwan 73*)

        b M.Dillon  10  (16 balls; 1 four)



5.        v West Indies at Gros Islet 2 May 2004 – lost by 4 wickets

        Toss: West Indies

        

England 280–8 (50 overs) (M.P.Vaughan 67, A.J.Strauss 67); West Indies 

282–6 (47.1 overs) (S.Chanderpaul 63, B.C.Lara 57)

        lbw b C.H.Gayle  67  (82 balls; 7 fours)



6.        v West Indies at Bridgetown 5 May 2004 – won by 5 wickets

        Toss: England

        

West Indies 261–6 (50 overs) (R.R.Sarwan 104*); England 262–5 (47.2 overs) (M.E.Trescothick 82, A.J.Strauss 66)

        b I.D.R.Bradshaw  66  (86 balls; 4 fours)



        

v New Zealand at Old Trafford 24 June 2004 – match abandoned without a ball bowled



7.        v West Indies at Trent Bridge 27 June 2004 – lost by 7 wickets

        Toss: West Indies

        England 147 (38.2 overs); West Indies 148–3 (32.2 overs) (C.H.Gayle 60*)

        c R.D.Jacobs b D.J.Bravo  43  (63 balls; 6 fours)



8.        v New Zealand at Riverside 29 June 2004 – lost by 7 wickets

        Toss: New Zealand

        England 101 (32.5 overs) (J.E.C.Franklin 5–42); New Zealand 103–3 (17.2 overs)

        c J.D.P.Oram b J.E.C.Franklin  8  (29 balls)



9.        v West Indies at Headingley 1 June 2004 – won by 7 wickets

        Toss: England

        West Indies 159 (40.1 overs); England 160–3 (22 overs) (M.E.Trescothick 55)

        not out  44  (37 balls; 9 fours)



10.        v New Zealand at Bristol 4 July 2004 – lost by 6 wickets

        Toss: New Zealand

        

England 237–7 (50 overs) (A.Flintoff 106, A.J.Strauss 61); New Zealand 241–4 (47.2 overs) (S.P.Fleming 99, H.J.H.Marshall 55, N.J.Astle 53)

        c N.J.Astle b I.G.Butler  61  (86 balls; 7 fours)



11.        v West Indies at Lord’s 6 July 2004 – lost by 7 wickets

        Toss: West Indies

        

England 237–7 (50 overs) (A.Flintoff 123, A.J.Strauss 100); West Indies 286–3 (49.1 overs) (C.H.Gayle 132*, R.R.Sarwan 89)

        c D.J.Bravo b C.H.Gayle  100  (116 balls; 8 fours, 2 sixes)



12.        v India at Trent Bridge 1 September 2004 – won by 7 wickets

        Toss: England

        India 170 (43.5 overs) (M.Kaif 50); England 171–3 (32.2 overs) (V.S.Solanki 52)

        not out  41  (52 balls; 6 fours)



13.        v India at The Oval 3 September 2004 – won by 70 runs

        Toss: India

        

England 307–5 (A.Flintoff 99, P.D.Collingwood 79*); India 237 (46.3 overs) (M.Kaif 51, D.Gough 4–50)

        c S.C.Ganguly b V.Sehwag  2  (9 balls)



14.        v India at Lord’s 5 September 2004 – lost by 23 runs

        Toss: India

        India 204 (49.3 overs) (S.C.Ganguly 90, R.Dravid 52, S.J.Harmison 4–22);             England 181 (48.2 overs) (M.P.Vaughan 74)

        lbw b I.K.Pathan  2  (4 balls)



15.        v Zimbabwe at Edgbaston 10 September 2004 – won by 152 runs

        Toss: Zimbabwe

        

England 299–7 (50 overs) (P.D.Collingwood 80*, V.S.Solanki 62); Zimbabwe 147 (39 overs)

        c T.Taibu b E.C.Rainsford  25  (30 balls; 2 fours)



16.        

v Sri Lanka at Rose Bowl 17 and 18 September 2004 – won by 49 runs (D/L)

        Toss: Sri Lanka

        

England 251–7 (50 overs) (A.Flintoff 104, M.E.Trescothick 66); Sri Lanka 95–5 (24 overs)

        run out (M.F.Maharoof)  7  (22 balls)



17.        v Australia at Edgbaston 21 September 2004 – won by 6 wickets

        Toss: England

        Australia 259–9 (50 overs) (D.R.Martyn 65); England 262–4 (46.3 overs) 

        (M.P.Vaughan 86, M.E.Trescothick 81, A.J.Strauss 52*)

        not out  52  (42 balls; 6 fours)



18.        v West Indies at The Oval 25 September 2004 – lost by 2 wickets

        Toss: West Indies

        

England 217 (49.4 overs) (M.E.Trescothick 104); West Indies 218–8 (48.5 overs)

        run out (D.J.Bravo)  18  (33 balls; 2 fours)



        

v Zimbabwe at Harare 26 November 2004 – match abandoned without a ball bowled



19.        v Zimbabwe at Harare 28 November 2004 – won by 5 wickets

        Toss: England

        

Zimbabwe 195 (49.3 overs) (E.Chigumbura 52); England 197–5 (47.4 overs) (I.R.Bell 75, M.P.Vaughan 56)

        c & b S.Matsikenyeri  8  (14 balls)



20.        v Zimbabwe at Harare 1 December 2004 – won by 161 runs

        Toss: England

        

England 263–6 (50 overs) (K.P.Pietersen 77*, G.O.Jones 66); Zimbabwe 102 (36 overs) (A.G.Wharf 4–24)

        b G.M.Ewing  33  (52 balls; 2 fours)



21.        v Zimbabwe at Bulawayo 4 December 2004 – won by 8 wickets

        Toss: Zimbabwe

        

England 238–7 (50 overs) (S.Matsikenyeri 73, D.D.Ebrahim 65); England 239–2 (43.1 overs) (V.S.Solanki 100, M.P.Vaughan 54*, I.R.Bell 53)

        not out  22  (34 balls; 2 fours)



22.        v Zimbabwe at Bulawayo 5 December 2004 – won by 74 runs

        Toss: England

        

England 261–6 (50 overs) (M.P.Vaughan 90*, G.O.Jones 80); Zimbabwe 187 (48.4 overs) (H.Masakadza 66, D.Gough 4–34)

        c E.Chigumbura b S.Matsikenyeri  17  (17 balls; 2 fours)



23.        v South Africa at Johannesburg 30 January 2005 – won by 26 runs (D/L)

        Toss: England

        South Africa 175–9 (50 overs); England 103–3 (25.1 overs)

        c J.M.Kemp b A.Nel  15  (26 balls; 3 fours)



24.        v South Africa at Bloemfontein 2 February 2005 – match tied

        Toss: South Africa

        

England 270–5 (50 overs) (K.P.Pietersen 108*); South Africa 270–8 (50 overs) (H.H.Gibbs 78, J.H.Kallis 63)

        c M.V.Boucher b A.J.Hall  2  (9 balls)



25.        v South Africa at Port Elizabeth 4 February 2005 – lost by 3 wickets

        Toss: England

        

England 267–8 (50 overs) (V.S.Solanki 66); South Africa 270–7 (49.1 overs) (G.C.Smith 105, H.H.Gibbs 50)

        c A.G.Prince b S.M.Poolock  35  (40 balls; 3 fours)



26.        v South Africa at Cape Town 6 February 2005 – lost by 108 runs

        Toss: England

        

South Africa 291–5 (50 overs) (H.H.Gibbs 100, J.H.Kallis 71, J.M.Kemp 57); England 183 (41.2 overs) (K.P.Pietersen 75)

        c A.G.Prince b A.Nel  17  (25 balls; 2 fours)



27.        v South Africa at East London 9 February 2005 – lost by 7 runs

        Toss: South Africa

        

South Africa 311–7 (50 overs) (G.C.Smith 115*, J.M.Kemp 80); England 304–8 (50 overs) (K.P.Pietersen 100*, M.P.Vaughan 70)

        run out (M.V.Boucher)  20  (29 balls)



28.        v South Africa at Durban 11 February 2005 – no result

        Toss: South Africa

        South Africa 211 (46.3 overs) (H.H.Gibbs 118); England 7–2 (3.4 overs)

        not out  0  (0 balls)



29.        v South Africa at Centurion 13 February 2005 – lost by 3 wickets

        Toss: South Africa

        

England 240 (49.5 overs) (K.P.Pietersen 116); South Africa 241–7 (49 overs) (A.G.Prince 62*)

        c M.V.Boucher b A.Nel  15  (35 balls; 2 fours)



30.        v Bangladesh at The Oval 16 June 2005 – won by 10 wickets

        Toss: England

        

Bangladesh 190 (45.2 overs) (Aftab Ahmed 51, S.J.Harmison 4–39); England 192–0 (24.5 overs) (M.E.Trescothick 100*, A.J.Strauss 82*)

        not out  82  (77 balls; 10 fours, 1 six)



31.        v Australia at Bristol 19 June 2005 – won by 3 wickets

        Toss: Australia

        

Australia 252–9 (50 overs) (M.E.K.Hussey 84, S.J.Harmison 5–33); England 253–7 (47.3 overs) (K.P.Pietersen 91*, M.P.Vaughan 57)

        b G.D.McGrath  16  (23 balls; 3 fours)



32.        v Bangladesh at Trent Bridge 21 June 2005 – won by 168 runs

        Toss: England

        

England 391–4 (50 overs) (A.J.Strauss 152, P.D.Collingwood 112*, M.E.Trescothick 85); Bangladesh 223 (45.2 overs) (Mohammad Ashraful 94, Javed Omar 59, P.D.Collingwood 6–31, C.T.Tremlett 4–32)

        lbw b Nazmul Hossain  152  (128 balls; 19 fours)



    Match highlights:

    Reached 1,000 runs in his 31st innings.



33.        v Australia at Riverside 23 June 2005 – lost by 57 runs

        Toss: England

        

Australia 266–5 (50 overs) (A.Symonds 73, D.R.Martyn 68*); England 209–9 (50 overs)

        b B.Lee  3  (13 balls)



34.        v Bangladesh at Headingley 26 June 2005 – won by 5 wickets

        Toss: Bangladesh

        

Bangladesh 208–7 (50 overs) (Javed Omar 81, A.Flintoff 4–29); England 209–5 (38.5 overs) (A.J.Strauss 98)

        b Manjural Islam Rana  98  (104 balls; 7 fours, 1 six)



    Match highlights:

    Named Man of the Match for the first time in one-day internationals.



35.        v Australia at Edgbaston 28 June 2005 – no result

        Toss: Australia

        Australia 261–9 (50 overs) (A.Symonds 74); England 37–1 (6 overs)

        c J.N.Gillespie b G.D.McGrath  25  (18 balls; 5 fours)



36.        v Australia at Lord’s 2 July 2005 – match tied

        Toss: England

        

Australia 196 (48.5 overs) (M.E.K.Hussey 62*), England 196–9 (50 overs) (G.O.Jones 71, P.D.Collingwood 53)

        b B.Lee  2  (8 balls)



37.        v Australia at Headingley 7 July 2005 – won by 9 wickets

        Toss: England

        

Australia 219–7 (50 overs) (P.D.Collingwood 4–34); England 221–1 (46 overs) (M.E.Trescothick 104*, M.P.Vaughan 59*)

        c A.C.Gilchrist b G.B.Hogg  41  (84 balls; 2 fours)



38.        v Australia at Lord’s 10 July 2005 – lost by 7 wickets

        Toss: Australia

        

England 223–8 (50 overs) (A.Flintoff 87, B.Lee 5–41); Australia 224–3 (44.2 overs) (R.T.Ponting 111)

        b M.S.Kasprowicz  11  (25 balls; 1 four)



39.        v Australia at The Oval 12 July 2005 – lost by 8 wickets

        Toss: Australia

        

England 228–7 (50 overs) (K.P.Pietersen 74, V.S.Solanki 53*); Australia 229–2 (34.5 overs) (A.C.Gilchrist 121*)

        c A.C.Gilchrist b M.S.Kasprowicz  36  (50 balls; 5 fours)



40.        v Pakistan at Lahore 10 December 2005 – won by 42 runs

        Toss: England

        

England 327–4 (50 overs) (A.J.Strauss 94, A.Flintoff 72*, K.P.Pietersen 56); Pakistan 285 (46.5 overs) (Salman Butt 67, Younis Khan 60, Mohammad Yousuf 59, Shoaib Malik 50)

        c Salman Butt b Danish Kaneria  94  (98 balls; 6 fours)



    Match highlights:

    Named Man of the Match.



41.        v Pakistan at Lahore 12 December 2005 – lost by 7 wickets

        Toss: England

        

England 230 (48.4 overs) (L.E.Plunkett 56, Shoaib Akhtar 5–53); Pakistan 231–3 (44 overs) (Kamran Akmal 102)

        c Kamran Akmal b Shoaib Akhtar  0  (4 balls)
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