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Prologue

[image: image]


Have you ever heard of a president who was born in a tiny log cabin, worked as a store clerk, read books by candlelight, and became one of the greatest leaders in American history? That’s Abraham Lincoln!

Lincoln wasn’t rich, powerful, or famous when he was a kid. In fact, he had a tough life growing up. But he had big dreams, a kind heart, and a powerful belief that everyone should be treated equally. He taught himself, worked hard, and never gave up—even when life was unfair or incredibly difficult.

As the 16th president of the United States, Lincoln led the country during its darkest time—the Civil War. He stood strong, made bold choices, and helped bring freedom to millions of people who had been enslaved. His words, like the Gettysburg Address and the Emancipation Proclamation, still inspire people all over the world today.

This book is your guide to discovering the amazing story of Abraham Lincoln—how he lived, what he believed in, and why he still matters. Get ready to learn about a leader who changed history, not with superpowers, but with courage, honesty, and a belief in doing what’s right.

Let’s go back in time and meet the boy who would grow up to change America forever.
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Chapter 1: A Log Cabin Beginning
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Abraham Lincoln was born on February 12, 1809, in a small, rough log cabin in the woods of Kentucky. This wasn’t a big house or a fancy place. It was a one-room cabin with dirt floors, a small fireplace, and barely any furniture. The walls were made of logs stacked on top of each other, with gaps filled in by mud and clay to keep out the wind and cold. There was no electricity, no running water, and no bathroom. Life in that cabin was very simple and often very hard.

Abraham's parents, Thomas and Nancy Lincoln, were poor but hardworking. They didn’t have much money, but they did the best they could with what they had. Thomas worked as a farmer and carpenter, which means he grew crops and built things like fences and furniture. Nancy took care of the house and the children, cooked meals over the fire, and taught young Abraham right from wrong. The Lincolns didn’t have many books, and schools were far away, but Nancy believed in being kind, honest, and doing your best.

The place where Abraham was born was deep in the wilderness. Wild animals like bears and wolves lived nearby, and the family had to be careful. Abraham spent much of his time outside, helping with chores. He collected firewood, carried water from a nearby creek, and helped take care of the small farm animals. Even though he was just a little boy, he had to work hard every day, especially during planting and harvest seasons. Life in the log cabin meant that everyone had to do their part to survive.

There wasn’t much to play with in those early days. Toys had to be made from sticks, stones, and scraps of cloth. Abraham learned to entertain himself with his imagination. He liked to listen to stories told by grown-ups around the fire and enjoyed learning whenever he could. When his family got a Bible, it became one of the few books in the house. Abraham read it over and over, and it helped him fall in love with learning and words.

When Abraham was just nine years old, something very sad happened—his mother, Nancy, became very ill and died. It was a terrible time for him and his sister, Sarah. They missed her very much. After some time, Thomas Lincoln remarried a kind woman named Sarah Bush Johnston, who brought more children into the home. She became a loving stepmother to Abraham and encouraged him to read and learn. She understood that he was special and gave him support and care just like his real mother had.

Abraham’s log cabin life wasn’t easy, but it taught him many important lessons. He learned how to be strong, responsible, and respectful. He learned to be grateful for what he had, even if it wasn’t much. Most of all, he learned that hard work and determination could help someone rise above even the toughest beginnings. Growing up in a log cabin, far from the big cities and schools, Abraham Lincoln started life with very little—but that simple beginning helped shape him into someone who would one day change the world.
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Chapter 2: Young Abe and the Frontier Life
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As a young boy growing up on the American frontier, Abraham Lincoln, or “Young Abe” as some called him, lived a life that was filled with challenges, adventures, and lessons that helped shape the kind of person he would one day become. The frontier was a wild and rough place. There were no paved roads, grocery stores, or big towns nearby. Families had to rely on themselves and each other to survive. The land was covered in thick forests, wild animals roamed freely, and homes were far apart. This kind of life wasn’t easy, but it made Abe strong, clever, and full of determination.

After his early years in Kentucky, Abe’s family moved to Indiana when he was just seven years old. They traveled by wagon and even floated some of their belongings on a raft down the Ohio River. When they reached their new land, there were no buildings—just trees, grass, and open space. Thomas Lincoln, Abe’s father, built another log cabin for the family, and everyone had to help clear the land, cut down trees, and plant crops. Abe used an axe almost every day, even though he was just a kid. He became very good at splitting logs for fences and firewood, earning him the nickname “the rail-splitter.”

Life on the frontier meant hard work from sunup to sundown. Abe helped plant corn, take care of the animals, fix broken tools, and carry water from streams. In the winter, the family had to stay warm by chopping and burning wood. In the summer, they worked under the hot sun in the fields. Abe didn’t complain much, but he didn’t love farm work either. He was more interested in learning and reading. The trouble was, there weren’t many books, and there weren’t many schools, either.

Sometimes, a teacher would come to the area and hold classes in a log schoolhouse or even in someone’s home. Abe would walk for miles just to attend these classes. He didn’t get much formal education—probably only about one year total during his childhood—but he learned as much as he could whenever he had the chance. He borrowed books from neighbors and read by candlelight after his chores were done. He loved reading the Bible, fables, and stories about great leaders and heroes. Books became his window to the world beyond the frontier.

Abe was tall and skinny as a boy, with strong arms from all the chopping and lifting he had to do. He wasn’t always neat or well-dressed because his family couldn’t afford fancy clothes. But he was known for being honest, kind, and thoughtful. People liked him because he told funny stories and could make others laugh. He also had a strong sense of fairness and didn’t like bullying or meanness. Even as a child, he stood up for others and tried to do what was right.

Frontier life was also full of danger. Sometimes there were accidents, wild animals, or serious illnesses. Medical help was far away, and people had to care for each other. When Abe was still a boy, his family experienced great sadness when his mother died. It was one of the hardest times in his life, but it helped him understand pain and loss—something that would make him more caring and wise as he grew older.

Through all the ups and downs of life on the frontier, young Abe never gave up. He didn’t have fancy things or a big house, but he had big dreams. He learned how to listen, how to think, how to speak with care, and how to never stop trying, even when life was hard. His time on the frontier gave him the strength, courage, and heart that would later help him lead a country through one of its darkest times. Every lesson he learned in those early years stayed with him, proving that even a boy from the wild woods could grow up to make history.
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