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      “To . . . men. Fuck ‘em all. Fuck every last one.”

      Aunt Gail lifted the shot glass high in salute to all the males in the world, and I did the same, my arm swaying a little. We’d already plowed through three margaritas a piece, and now we’d move on to straight shots of tequila. I licked the salt off my hand, tossed back the contents of my shot glass and sucked a wedge of lime.

      “I don’t know where I went wrong.” My words were slurring, but I didn’t care. “Three months ago, I was on top of the world. Had a job I loved, won the Amerails residency, had a boyfriend, had parents and a sister living nearby . . . everything was perfect. Then I go away for a little while, and when I come back, everything’s gone to shit. No boyfriends, no parents, no sister . . .”

      Aunt Gail took her shot, too, and grimaced. “To be fair, Viv, you still have parents and a sister. They just aren’t going to be quite so close geographically. And you still have your job.”

      “That’s true, I guess.” I brooded for a few minutes. “And thank God tomorrow’s Sunday, so I don’t have to go back to work with the hangover I’m absolutely sure to have.”

      “I’ll drink to that.” Aunt Gail poured us each another shot. “You know, Viv, you should be happy about this whole deal with Jerrrrrremy.” She stretched out the first syllable of his name, making me giggle with her wagging eyebrows. “He did you a favor. Don’t look at him as a loss. Look at him as one less frog you have to kiss.”

      I nearly fell off the kitchen chair reaching for the lime on the cutting board. “Frogs? Who’s kissing frogs?”

      “We all are, silly.” She licked her hand and drank. “Haven’t you ever heard that saying about kissing frogs? You have to kiss fifty frogs before you find your prince.”

      I bit down on my next after-the-shot lime, sucking hard and then spitting out the peel. “I think I heard you have to kiss a lot of frogs. I didn’t know there was an exact number.”

      “There is.” Aunt Gail nodded, her expression earnest. “And it’s fifty.”

      “Huh.” I licked salt and drank again. “So, I have to go kiss fifty guys before I find the one who’s meant for me?”

      “Well, how many guys have you kissed already?” She leaned back in her chair.

      I thought about it. “Before Jeremy? Hmmm. Let’s see.” I thought about high school boyfriends, a couple of college dates and then there were the random one-night stands . . . well, maybe more like one random one-night stand. “I don’t know exactly.”

      “You know what? That doesn’t matter.” She shook her head. “Those were before you were serious about finding your prince. They don’t count. They were . . . practice frogs. Tadpoles.”

      “But Jeremy isn’t a tadpole?” I was trying to follow her logic. The tequila wasn’t helping.

      “Nope. That dude’s a full-fledged frog.”

      “Okay. You’re saying that I need to kiss forty-nine more men before I find the man for me? Is the right one number fifty, or number fifty-one?”

      “I don’t know.” She slapped the palm of her hand on the table between us. “I don’t think it’s about the exact numbers. It’s more the idea of not expecting every man you date to be the one you want for the rest of your life.”

      I turned my shot glass in small circles on the table. “I never did think that way. Not until Jeremy asked me to move in with him. But now it feels like everything in my world is changing, and maybe I do want to find the one. Or at least feel like I’m moving in that direction.”

      Aunt Gail sighed. “I understand. When you’re young, you feel like everything has to happen now. But give it some time. The right person’s out there, hon. Maybe you’re not ready to meet him yet.”

      “Right now, I’m not sure I’m ready for anything. Part of me wants to be in love. Part of me wants to run in the opposite direction.” I gnawed the corner of my lip, tasted lingering salt and licked it away. “The sad thing is, I’m not even upset about Jeremy. I feel more relieved than anything else, I think. And maybe a little appalled that I came so close to making a disastrous decision. What if I had moved in with him, Aunt Gail? What if I’d ended marrying Jeremy, and then five years later, woke up and realized I never felt any more for him than vague affection? What if I’d married him and then met the man who I could really love forever?”

      “You’re absolutely right. That would’ve been real tragedy.” Something lingered in her eyes, something sad and resigned. I reached across to touch the back of her hand.

      “What about you? Shelby and I always wondered why you never got married. I mean, Aunt Gail, you’re a total hottie now, but when you were my age, you must’ve been fighting the men off with a stick. Mom told me that when you two were in college, sometimes you’d have a couple dates a night.”

      “Your mother exaggerates. I think because she’d been dating your dad since we were all in high school, my swinging single life seemed a lot wilder than it really was.” She grinned. “But I’ll admit that I did have my share of fun. Maybe more than my share.”

      “Is that why you never settled down? You were having too much fun?” I picked up a piece of lime and nibbled on it.

      “Not exactly.” She was staring at the table, tracing the design
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