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STAR TREK © and its trademarks (including Picard, 

Strange New Worlds, Lower Decks, Enterprise, Voyager, Deep Space Nine, Discovery and The Next Generation) are all owned by © Paramount Global Pictures/CBS Studios Inc. and distributed by CBS and Paramount Plus. This book is for technical extrapolation with commentary.   

If you enjoy this work, please rate and comment as it helps me with the algorithm to reach new readers. 

        








Preface 
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This speculative extrapolation explores the evolution of a species native to a void.  Specifically, the aliens depicted in Star Trek Voyager’s episode “Night” (season 5: episode 1) that live in a void in the Delta Quadrant which we will refer to as the Ka'Thara. Voids are vast, nearly empty regions of space. 

The eBook, Hard Cover and paper back editions of this book has been extended with additional material from my Spotify and YouTube posts.

If you purchase this audio book, the eBook is provided for free so that you have the images and front and back sections that don't translate well in audio book format. 

Blending canon, astrophysics, evolutionary biology, cultural anthropology, and strategic theory, this thought experiment presents a comprehensive analysis of this species planetary system, biology and evolutionary path to space travel. 

Upon filling the holes left from canon, a scenario of how Voyager really would have fared against this species without the convenient plot armor of the series will be explored. 

I started writing these thought experiments due to the horrible science fiction content that is currently being vomited out by Hollywood. 

My favorite science fiction growing up was books by Piers Anthony, Jack L. Chalker, Philip Jose Farmer and Marvel Comics.  

 

Favorite television shows were of course Star Trek. To be specific Star Trek: The Original Series, Star Trek: The Next Generation, Star Trek: Deep Space Nine, Star Trek: Voyager and Star Trek: Enterprise. 

The...other...so called Star Trek shows are complete and utter garbage, having nothing to do with canon and will never be mentioned or referenced in any speculative extrapolation’s that I will write in the future.  

Lacking any decent material to watch since 2005, I spend my leisure time rewatching the shows I know well and love.  However, I have a hunger for new, mind expanding sci-fi.  Especially Star Trek. 

This book is an effort to quench that thirst.  If you’re a kindred spirit that thinks about the impossible.  If you’re a dreamer of distant worlds and civilizations read this book and dream with me. 

Euftis Emery 

        

 


Introduction 
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The Delta Quadrant Void, as briefly depicted in Star Trek: Voyager (“Night,” Season 5, Episode 1), represents one of the most extreme astrophysical environments ever encountered in Federation canon. A region approximately 7,200 light-years across, characterized by its near-total absence of stars and matter, the Void provides a unique framework for considering how life, culture, and technology might emerge under conditions of extreme scarcity and isolation. 

This volume examines the Ka’thara, a speculative reconstruction of the amphibious “Void aliens” encountered by Voyager through the combined lenses of canon, astrophysics, evolutionary biology, cultural anthropology, and strategic theory. While canon provides only minimal reference points, this extrapolation develops a systematic model of Ka’tharan civilization, from planetary formation and ecological adaptation to interstellar expansion and military doctrine. 

The analysis proceeds in three phases: 

Planetary and Biological Foundations — Detailed exploration of the Ka’tharan homeworld, including atmospheric chemistry, day-side, twilight, and night-side ecological niches, and the resulting genetic and cultural divergence among Ka’tharan populations. 

 

Civilizational and Technological Trajectories — Examination of how environmental pressures shaped Ka’tharan cultural values, energy systems, interstellar infrastructure, and the construction of a distributed Type II civilization within the Void. 

Strategic Inflections and External Encounters — Consideration of how awareness of the Borg catalyzed doctrinal shifts in Ka’tharan philosophy, leading to the development of dual-fleet structures, advanced resonance-based weaponry, and avoidance-based survival strategies. 

In addition to its analytical framework, this work incorporates narrative reconstructions of Ka’tharan encounters with the Malon and Voyager. These episodes, while speculative, serve as case studies for testing the plausibility of Ka’tharan technologies, doctrines, and cultural responses to intrusion. 

By filling the gaps left by canon with scientifically grounded yet imaginative extrapolation, this study positions the Ka’thara not as one-dimensional antagonists, but as a civilization that embodies the complex interplay between environment, philosophy, and survival. Their existence within the Void offers a mirror for broader questions about resilience, adaptation, and the boundaries of cooperation in a galaxy defined by both scarcity and abundance. 
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Social Media 

 

Between books, keep up with me on my social media pages for my unpublished content and alerts for new releases: 

 


	• Apple Podcasts (@Euftis) 

	• Audible Podcasts (@Euftis) 

	• Goodreads (@Euftis_Emery) 

	• Instagram (@Euftis) 

	• Spotify (@Euftis Emery) 

	• Youtube (@Euftis) 

	• X (@Euftis) 



 

I’m also building multimedia projects around my books—podcasts, videos, and visual art—that 

bring these worlds to life in new ways. Every story I tell is designed to entertain, challenge, and

spark imagination.

 

Join my Inner Circle on @Euftis at Buy Me A Coffee, you’re helping fuel the next book, podcast

episode, or creative project. Think of it as keeping the words flowing, the ideas growing, and the

cigars lit.  Many of my videos are extensions to my books.  I think you will enjoy it.

 

Thanks for rocking with me on this journey your support means the world.
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Cosmological Context of the Delta Quadrant Void 
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The Void in the Delta Quadrant is a vast region of space nearly devoid of stars and matter. With the Void being approximately 7,200 light-years across, assuming Voyager traveled at Warp 9.975 continuously for 2 years.  This is roughly 10% of the estimated 70,000 light-years from the Delta Quadrant to Earth which is why Voyager took the risk in going through it versus around. 

 A vast cosmic desert of this nature would make planetary evolution extremely rare but not impossible. 

With little to go on from canon, let’s engage in a thought experiment to fill in the blanks on this species. 

 


Planetary System Characteristics 

Given the scarcity of stars and matter in the Void, any planetary system that evolved life would likely exhibit unusual astrophysical and geophysical traits: 

Ka’thara Star System 
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	• Type: Likely a long-lived, metal-poor K-type dwarf star or red dwarf that is stable, cool, as they offer the best chances to find/support life over immense timescales.  This type of star system is the likely candidate for the Ka’thara as in the Voyager episode they stated that they had lived for millions of years undisturbed in the void until the Malon began polluting their space. 

	• Star Age: 10+ billion years, possibly from one of the first star formation epochs in the void. 

	• Metallicity: Low; heavy elements would be rare, resulting in different planetary chemistry and biology. 

	• Location: Possibly near the periphery of the void or in one of its few filamentary "islands" of matter. 



 


Planet 
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	• Name (for discussion): Ka’thara 

	• Mass: ~1.2 Earth masses 

	• Gravity: 1.1g (slightly higher than Earth) 

	• Atmosphere: Nitrogen-rich with higher helium content; low oxygen compared to Earth (~15%), leading to more efficient cellular respiration mechanisms. 

	• Rotation/Orbit: Tidally locked or slow rotation due to gravitational interactions in a multi-planet system.  For this thought experiment the assumption is Ka’thara is tidally locked. 

	• Magnetic Field: Weak or absent, compensated by a dense atmosphere and/or underground shelters. 

	• Surface Conditions: 



o Constant auroral activity from cosmic rays 

o Sparse sunlight, requiring biosystems adapted to low-light or infrared photosynthesis 

 

        








Day Side Conditions of Ka’thara 
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The day side of a tidally locked planet never experiences sunset. The sun remains fixed overhead or near zenith, depending on location, creating a radically different environment from Earth’s rotating hemispheres. 

 

Solar Exposure 
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	• Perpetual daylight with no diurnal cycle 

	• The K-type star emits less intense light than our Sun (a G-type), but continuous exposure compensates 

	• Spectral output shifts toward orange-red and infrared, meaning most radiation is in longer wavelengths 

	• No shadows move, they remain locked in place for years, if not millennia 



Temperature and Climate 
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	• Extreme surface heating near the substellar point (directly beneath the sun) 

	• Equatorial day side likely averages 60–80°C (140–176°F), potentially hotter at lower altitudes 

	• High temperatures drive: Powerful convection systems Planet-wide Hadley cell circulation: hot air rises on the day side and flows toward the night side 

	• Moisture cycles are localized: storms form and dissipate in place, forming vertical mega-clouds 



 

Atmospheric Conditions 


	• Thick cloud coverage likely near the substellar point, as rising warm air condenses moisture 

	• Outer edges of the day side (closer to the terminator) might have clearer skies 

	• Intense greenhouse gases could be present depending on atmospheric composition, stabilizing temperature gradients 

	• High wind shear between upper and lower layers 



Flora Adaptations 
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Plants on Ka’thara are the most specialized: 

Light Adaptation: 


	• Evolved for photosynthesis under constant light, often in the infrared or red spectrum 

	• Pigments: black, deep indigo, or metallic reflective surfaces to avoid overheating 

	• Leaf structures might: 



Fold up during the hottest periods 

Angle away from direct light 

Use internal reflectors or fiber optic channels to diffuse radiation Water Retention: 

[image: Image]


	• Cactus-like forms or root-deep tubers storing moisture 

	• Leaf cuticles with reflective waxes or crystal lattices 

	• Fog harvesting near the morning-terminator boundary 



 


Fauna Adaptations 
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Animal life must cope with constant exposure, brightness, and heat: 

General Traits: 


	• Burrowing or crepuscular behavior (only active near dawn/dusk edge zones) 

	• Reflective or translucent skin, possibly embedded with silicate or keratin plates 

	• Long limbs to minimize surface heat transfer and keep bodies elevated from the ground 

	• Highly efficient respiratory and cooling systems, such as: 



o Radiative cooling fins o Surface evaporative membranes Senses: 


	• Reduced reliance on sight near the substellar point due to intense glare 

	• Greater use of electromagnetic sensing, pressure gradients, or vibration-based detection 



 


Geology & Surface Features 
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	• Surface crust may be baked and cracked, resembling desert or volcanic plains 

	• Areas near the substellar point could be scorched and sterile into a “dead zone” 

	• Towering silicate or ice-capped mountains at the thermal boundary where updrafts stall 

	• Potential for lava tubes or cave networks offering refuge and microclimates 
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