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ON CHRIST’S ACCOUNT
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PHILEMON 1:1-25 (KJV)

Paul, a prisoner of Jesus Christ, and Timothy our brother, unto Philemon our dearly beloved, and fellowlabourer,

And to our beloved Apphia, and Archippus our fellowsoldier, and to the church in thy house:

Grace to you, and peace, from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

I thank my God, making mention of thee always in my prayers,

Hearing of thy love and faith, which thou hast toward the Lord Jesus, and toward all saints;

That the communication of thy faith may become effectual by the acknowledging of every good thing which is in you in Christ Jesus.

For we have great joy and consolation in thy love, because the bowels of the saints are refreshed by thee, brother.

Wherefore, though I might be much bold in Christ to enjoin thee that which is convenient,

Yet for love's sake I rather beseech thee, being such an one as Paul the aged, and now also a prisoner of Jesus Christ.

I beseech thee for my son Onesimus, whom I have begotten in my bonds:

Which in time past was to thee unprofitable, but now profitable to thee and to me:

Whom I have sent again: thou therefore receive him, that is, mine own bowels:

Whom I would have retained with me, that in thy stead he might have ministered unto me in the bonds of the gospel:

But without thy mind would I do nothing; that thy benefit should not be as it were of necessity, but willingly.

For perhaps he therefore departed for a season, that thou shouldest receive him for ever;

Not now as a servant, but above a servant, a brother beloved, specially to me, but how much more unto thee, both in the flesh, and in the Lord?

If thou count me therefore a partner, receive him as myself.

If he hath wronged thee, or oweth thee ought, put that on mine account;

I Paul have written it with mine own hand, I will repay it: albeit I do not say to thee how thou owest unto me even thine own self besides.

Yea, brother, let me have joy of thee in the Lord: refresh my bowels in the Lord.

Having confidence in thy obedience I wrote unto thee, knowing that thou wilt also do more than I say.

But withal prepare me also a lodging: for I trust that through your prayers I shall be given unto you.

There salute thee Epaphras, my fellowprisoner in Christ Jesus;

Marcus, Aristarchus, Demas, Lucas, my fellowlabourers.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. Amen. Written from Rome to Philemon, by Onesimus, a servant.

Philemon is one of the shortest books of the New Testament.

This small letter is one of the Prison Epistles, written by the Apostle Paul at about the same time as Ephesians and Colossians and may have been carried back to Philemon by the same person and at the same time as Colossians and Ephesians.

It is also considered to be one of the purest.​[1] Take any passage of Scripture, and you will likely find somebody who finds something wrong with it. That’s pretty much not true of the little book of Philemon. We’re going to start with a big picture look at Philemon. Then we’ll begin to examine it with a magnifying glass (if not a microscope) in future chapters.

THE BACKGROUND 

At the time of this writing, the Apostle Paul was a prisoner in Rome.

A. Sometime during the time while Paul was being transported to Rome, a Christian man named Philemon lost a slave.

J Vernon McGee says that in Paul’s day the population of the Roman Empire was around 120 million people. Of that nearly 60 million were slaves.​[2]

1. Slavery was just as hard then as it was in the days of black slavery in America.​[3]

Philemon was one of the rich slave owners, but, somehow, he had met the Apostle Paul and had become a Christian.

2. One of Philemon’s slaves was named Onesimus.

Onesimus took a chance one day.

He escaped and headed for the large city of Rome, probably so he could get lost in the crowd.

3. Onesimus found out that freedom wasn’t really all it was cracked up to be

I know this is conjecture, but we can be sure that Onesimus began to sense a lack, a need in his life.

Onesimus found out that, 

There is a certain freedom in being a slave and a certain slavery in being free​[4].

I am dead set against slavery. But,

	A slave was not responsible for paying bills

	A slave was not worried about a place to sleep and food to eat.


His master had to buy those for him.​[5]

In the Old Testament, God made a provision for those who wanted to stay slaves for life.​[6] Sometimes that is easier than being free.

4. Onesimus was free, but he was out on the street in Rome, trying to find somewhere to sleep and food.

B. Then, somehow, he met Paul.

Paul was a prisoner, but his chains couldn’t shackle his liberty in Christ.

Onesimus recognized that Paul was freer in those chains than he was running free in Rome.

Although Onesimus had not had the opportunity to read the New Testament,

1 Cor 7:22 was still true of him

“He that is called in the Lord being a servant is the Lord’s free man:

Likewise also he that is called being free is Christ’s servant.”

And Paul was privileged to tell Onesimus about the Lord Jesus Christ.

How that Jesus the Son of God.

	Came down from Heaven, 

	Was born of a Virgin, 

	Took the form of a man, 

	Lived a sinless life and then

	Took upon Himself the sins of every man and

	Died, suffered for our sins upon the Cross of Calvary.


But death could not keep Him

	Three days later, He arose from the Tomb.

	He walked among men for 40 days to prove He was alive

	Then He visibly ascended to heaven


Where He sits at the right hand of God, praying for us.​[7]

Onesimus received Jesus Christ as his Saviour.

C. Since Christians are new creatures, Christians are to put away sins.

Onesimus, even though God forgave him, was still a runaway slave. That meant he still had a responsibility to Philemon.​[8]

God was very good to Onesimus. The one who had led Onesimus to Jesus had also led Philemon to Christ. Paul instructed Onesimus to return to his master.

But Paul gave him this letter, which we have recorded in our Bibles to instruct Philemon how to treat Onesimus, his slave, yes, but also his brother in Christ.

In the letter, Paul recognized that Onesimus probably had caused Philemon financial loss, so Paul makes provision for that loss

THE BALANCE PAUL WAS WILLING TO PAY

Philemon 1:18-19 (KJV)

If he hath wronged thee, or oweth thee ought, put that on mine account;

I Paul have written it with mine own hand, I will repay it: albeit I do not say to thee how thou owest unto me even thine own self besides.

I wonder, how many of us would be willing to do this for another Christian?

A. Remember, Onesimus was not what we would call an upper-class citizen.

He was a slave. Worse, a runaway slave. God has instructed us as Christians not to be respecters of persons. And yet we are. We will often go the extra mile to help that family or person who has good potential in the church. But we will only put out half-hearted effort for those who may not seem as important and valuable to our goals.

Paul took up the side of a runaway slave and said, “I will pay his bill.”

B. This is remarkable not only because of Onesimus’ character but also because of his bill's potential size.

1. Philemon would probably have had to buy another slave to replace Onesimus.

Paul said in effect, “I will pay that!”

2. Probably, Onesimus stole from Philemon to pay for the expenses as he ran away.

Paul said, “I’ll pay that.”

3. There would have been a loss of income while there was no one to do Onesimus’ job.

Paul said, “I’ll pay it!”

No matter the cost, I’ll pay Onesimus’ debt.

Remember, 

C. Paul’s Own Financial Resources would not be that great.

Paul was not well off himself.

	For years and years now, Paul had devoted himself to preaching the Gospel.

	Most of the time, he had lived off of the free will gifts of the people He won to Christ.

	From time to time, he had supplemented his income by making tents.

	Much of the time, his money not only had to support himself but those that traveled with him. Sometimes that was four or five guys

	He couldn’t have saved up much money in his lifetime.

	Often, he suffered much hunger and want.  He said so himself

	Then there was all that time in prison.


Remember, he was in prison for over two years before going to Rome and was in chains the whole time in Rome.

There wasn’t much opportunity to earn money and probably would have depleted any saving he did have.

Certain he didn’t have very much.

Paul told Philemon, 

“Onesimus is my brother in the Lord.  I love him, and I will pay all his debts no matter what it costs me.”

Would to God that we would learn the blessings of giving sacrificially for Jesus’ sake.

Paul was only able to do this because of what Christ had done for him. Thus, he was merely reflecting the love of Christ in him.

THE BURDEN OF THE STORY 

- Its spiritual message

Which is a picture of what Christ has done for us.

Mankind has run away from God.

	He created us

	He loved us and

	Made us to fellowship and

	Love Him back.


But mankind ran away. We chose to rebel against God and live our lives away from God

And in our rebellion, we have cost God.

	We have offended God by sin

	We have trampled down His name in cuss words

	We have robbed God of His tithes and offerings

	We have warred against God and mocked believers

	We have worshipped things instead of God.


God has a right to be infuriated with mankind.

God would be perfectly justified if He destroyed this world and all that is on it.

Instead, He sent His Son, Jesus Christ, to find His runaway children.

As Christ searches, He finds slaves almost every day who are tired of being servants to sin. And Jesus points us back to God.

And, just in case we are worried that God might strike us down if we return, Christ in effect prays to God the Father for us like this:

“Father, I know they have wronged thee. But, put that on my account.”​[9]

What is on Christ’s account?

A. The Price of My Salvation

Jesus Christ died on the cross and paid for my sin and judgment with His own blood.

A righteous God said

I cannot tolerate sin in my presence, and Jesus says, “Wash his sins in my blood!”

A righteous God said

I cannot allow sin to go unjudged, and Jesus says, “Allow me to suffer their judgment for them.”

“Put that on mine account.”

B. The Price of our Becoming God’s Children

Before, we were children of the Devil, aliens and enemies of God.

“But as many as received Him, to them gave He power to become the Sons of God, even to them that believe on His name.”​[10]

Those of us who have believed on His name and received Him as Saviour are the Sons of God.

Whereby we can cry unto God, “ABBA, FATHER” or “DADDY.”

And now, having this blessed and intimate relationship with God, we are encouraged in
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