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1. Foreword
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European Power Vacuum: Why Is EU Not A Superpower? Why Does EU Kowtow To USA?

The European Union is a major regional bloc that was first created in 1993 from six European countries including the bigger countries of Germany, France and Italy. It was a major political effort for the many devastated European nations after WW2 to rebuild and to forge a common identity and prosperity. It has now expanded to include a total of 27 countries and is a major economic and political bloc in the world.

Despite its many successes, it is surprising that it has not achieved its original idea of a powerful and united European power on the world stage. It suffered the recent withdrawal of an important member, UK, and is facing major internal bureaucratic and political problems among its members.

The recent Ukraine-Russian war shows the importance of the grouping, but also highlights the different approaches of the smaller east European, north European and Baltic countries on European priorities. This has exacerbated their conflict with the major member countries.

EU is a cautionary tale of over-expansion and careless enlargement. It is facing the dangers of hubris and arrogance from success and affluence. It is about overbearing pride and opportunistic instinct of superiority. It is a parable of the overemphasis on rights and the neglect of compassion. It is the grand European project derailed.

Its close relationships with USA has increasingly become an important point of disagreement among its members.

How and why EU has not fulfilled its promise as a superpower and a leader of the world is a major issue that needs to be examined.

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

2. An European Tragedy Or Comedy?
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EU, with a combine population of 450m that is a lot larger than USA and a very significant economic strength, should be a superpower in its own right. But it is not.

What are the reasons for a seemingly stunted Europe?

One needs only to look at the highly divergent politics between EU member states and its embeddedness in the massive military alliance NATO under USA dominance to understand why. These two factors alone make it really difficult for EU to play an important leadership role globally.

It might even be argued that Germany and France individually sometimes play a more important role on the world stage than EU as a whole.

But even the new German coalition government is faced with severe internal disagreement of its internal and foreign policies. The internal squabbles within the German coalition government is obvious from the divergent approaches of the Chancellor and his hawkish Foreign Minister Baerbock from the Green party.

In addition, one could point to several basic structural issues that impeded EU's development as a superpower. These include its main political institutions such as the European Commission and the European Parliament.
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3. European Commission
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The European Commission, EC, is the administrative and executive central agency for EU. Its president is selected by intensive backroom bargaining and horse-trading among influential EU politicians. Yet this person is the head, or basically the Tsar, of the EC.

So it seems the much touted European democracy is almost a farce.
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4. European Parliament
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European Parliament, EP, is a curious political animal. It has 705 MEP or elected members from all EU countries. But the turnout rate for this curious election carried out every 5 years has always been somewhat below 50%. It is really nothing but a symbolic democracy for show, and people in all EU countries do not take it seriously.  It is basically a Parliament of no significance and a mere rubber stamp for EC decisions.

Those who deride China's national assembly as the rubber stamp of the Chinese communist party cannot fail to notice the similarity.

The EP seems to be rather like a mirror image of the equally anachronistic USA Congress, except that the US Congress is more chaotic and more obstructive to the ruling party.

As an example of how out-of-touch this system is, just look at the results of the 2019 EP election in UK, its last one in UK before the implementation of Brexit de-seated all those 73 MEP elected for UK.

In that final election, turnout was only 37%, and both the major UK political parties lost so badly that the fantastical minor Brexit party managed to achieve a stunning overall win with 32% of votes. This is in sharp contrast with UK general elections where the two major parties always win by large margins.

So, is EP a joke or a fanciful window dressing? Is it money wasted and time wasted just for an elaborate political pantomime and a democracy comedy?

If this is the much touted check and balance of a mature democracy, it is clearly just a side show of no consequence.
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5. Playing Second Fiddle To USA
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Anyway, it is reasonable to ask why EU has to play second fiddle to USA in almost everything. Is it just because of the overwhelming American military power around the world? Is it become USA still maintains large military bases and large troops deployments in Europe? Is it because Europe is still beholden to USA for the Marshall Plan after WW2?

Is EU losing its relevance following the unexpected withdrawal of UK in the fateful Brexit? Is EU in danger of being usurped by the group of smaller state members made up of the fiercely anti-Russia East European, Baltic and Scandinavian nations?

In any case, it is quite obvious that the gradual decline of EU can be largely attributed to the part played by the many smaller member states that came from the sudden collapse of Soviet Union in 1991 and which have since joined NATO to go under the wide American security umbrella. There is no question that these smaller nations, with their own vengeful agendas,  are a challenge to the internal cohesion of EU. They are making EU more dependent than ever on the military behemoth USA. And they are holding EU back from the bigger role it should and can play in world affairs.
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6. Is EU An American Vassal?
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Europe is home to at least 60,000 US troops. At 33,900, Germany has the highest number of US troops in Europe, followed by Italy at 12,300 and the UK at 9,300.

USA's largest military base in EU, in terms of personnel, is the Ramstein Air Base, in Germany, with almost 9,200 personnel. In addition, there are many other support installations, such as USAG, or US Army Garrison, in Belgium, Italy and Germany, as well as the many Incoms, or Installation Management Commands, scattered around Europe.

The fact that most of the EU member states are also members of the world's biggest military alliance, NATO, headed by USA, is the most important factor in EU politics.

There is tension between those countries that favour even closer alignment with US policies, and those that try to retain a measure of autonomy from USA. Clearly, some EU member states would prefer to be vassals under American protection while others do not relish that idea.
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7. Confrontational Politics Towards Russia And China
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Looking at the confrontational politics and the anti-Russia and anti-China behaviour of many of the former Soviet republics in EU, one might wonder if they are still suffering from PTSD, the severely debilitating post traumatic stress disorder, resulting from their bad past experience under the former Soviet Union.

Some of the more aggressive PTSD symptoms are irritability, angry outbursts, and destructive behavior. These are certainly not things that should be brought into the arena of international relations and foreign policies. Unfortunately, this is now a common problem with many of the smaller EU countries. They seem to think that they are now in a position to make use of the heft of the larger EU to exact their revenge on Russia.

This is causing frictions within EU because of the different approaches they insist on taking in international relations, especially in consistently, impulsively and intentionally antagonizing and provoking Russia and China.

As long as they remain in this terrible PTSD mode, and as long as they refuse to seek treatment and reconciliation, they will not be able to fit well within EU, and they will continue to cause serious foreign relations and economic difficulties for EU.
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